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A Word from the Author
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T ] b @ Althpugh e
= 3 v short, beli eve that I really became quainted
with 8t. Peter’s and had a feeling for whalt the ien

e&11nq No matlter where the Lord sends me,

ure the many menories of the wonderful p@@pl@ in Doox

4 For this reason, I have undertaken Tto write a history
of St. Peter’'s. This was more than a «lass assignment. If was
my contribution to the church in which I learned so much.
However, I did nolt write my paper in the regular way. Above
the altar of the o0ld church, there was a plcture of Jesus.

That picture now sits above the back door of the schocl. My
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paper 1s written from the standpoint of that picture telling
the story of this church. Please nobte thalt it is NOT Jes
speaking but the plcture. It 1s important to keep that

disti ¢ some subjeclive parbs. I have

I S&w th@m; Plus, 1 added here

It is my prayer that

b way. IIf I have :

in 1 . my reporl =Rt ctremely scorry. I have repo
; .

yvou read this paper, reallze wha“ wonderful and

AS

manifold blessings the Lord naa unuwéwm on your church. For

nearly 100 vears, he has proteac a0 and What
ists in the church today, e's. He

s the Lord and Master paper
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s written

In His Humble Service
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seen a
only part of the picture. From the Christian point of view,

8t. Peter's lis celebrating 100 vesrs of

eternity. So, please, sit back and relax as I rslate to vou
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It all began In the late 1880's, when German Luthe:

settlers attracted by the cheap and fertile so0il of

came to this section of Wisconsin. Missionaries followed them

look up the early plonsers.
anlzed in Nasewaupee, Sevastopol
1

Sturgeon Bay was the last to form

ware condueted

Avenue . Sevices were conducted

Rev. Perdinand Rottluf of Valnmy.

rived in Bay
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On Decenber 3rd, 18399, Pastor J. Ka!




installed by Pastor Eppling of Algoma.

The First Parsonage

January 11th, 1891 marks the birthdate of this church that

I have proudly watched over these many years. The Chairman
Pastor Dr. Kaiser emphasized that the meeting on January 11th
had been called for "the purpose of establishing a Christian
congregation according to our creed and founded on the Holy
Scriptures and states regulations." Thereupon the congregation
agreed on the following resolutions:

1. The congregation shall be incorporated under the

name of "Evangelical Lutheran St. Peter congregation at

Bay View, Door Co. Wis.

2. iTrustees, chairman or Pastor can serve on the

business committee.

3. As trustees and elders.the following persons wefe

elected: Loius Bramming, Herman Klitzke and Jacob

Wiesner.

4. To begin the construction of the church building of

(8]
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congregation be authorized to begin colleclting funds

only 15

alsoe decided that the church
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ng of the small little white church

I was placed for s

S0 many years.

s and was being hauled to the sawmill in Foresl

stone of the new church was laid on 26th, 1891
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at Z:30 in the alfternoon. castbtor J. Kailssr preached ©

stor Ebling of Algoma “he English sermon.
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new church was dedicated. The

would thrive although th

in the county.
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Independant Lutheran Church. Pastor Kalser continuec
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in sturgeon Bay for this new church untll July 1893 when he

left for Green Bay. Although the beginnings were tough, I was
overjoyed to watch as this small band of German settlers stood

up for what they believed and stuck together.

Our First Church



Formulation under Kionka

After &

May of 1893 and was installed by Pastor Bbbling. Pastor Kilonka

was just what the doctor o

Kionka quickly 1

.

sorely-needed parsonage was agreed

Trom the very
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go ahead to buy a one-and-a-half lot from Arthur Harris on the
corner of Maple Ave and Joliet. The parsonage was built for
$100. By October of that year, Pastor Kionka and his family

had moved into their new home.

For the next few years, St. Peter's enjoyed a calm period.
Everything was in order. The church had been fixed and the
parsonage built. The Ladies' Aid celebrated its fourth
anniversary in August. I can still recall how overjoyed those
Ladies were. They went out to Meyer's grove for the day and
celebrated with a religious service followed by dinner and a

few "harmless doings". O0f course, once again St. Peter's

10
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1911 marked a year of change for the congregation. On the
outside, I heard the sound of hammers and paint brushes as the
roof was being reshingled and the church was repainted. On the

inside, I once again witnessed the ever faithful Ladies' Aid

redecorating the interior. The cost of $300 was borne entirely
by the Ladies' Aid. There was also a change in the church
services. More services in English were in demand. Soon, each

Sunday there was a service in English and a service in German.
The English language was also used to instruct the children.
These changes continued to occur. But Reverend Schumann had
some different changes. In 1913, two rooms had to be added to

the parsonage because his family was becoming larger.

MAPLE AVENUE looked like this in 1913 and prob-
ably for some time prior to that. Biggest change in the
street has been verv recent. That’s the old St. Peter
Lutheran church building in the foreground, now a big-
ger and beautiful stone structure. Donated by Mrs.
Charles Buechner : )
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Sometimes when I look back and see some of the things

this congregation used to do, I have to laugh. Not that they
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A BEAUTIFUL EDIFICE is the new St. Peter Lutheran church,
g shown from a front and side’ \'lcw at the top left, wh.ch wili admit

~ ~<hippers Sunday. The Rev. Theo Baganz will conduct three
! ation services.

Within the church, which took over a year to build, is a low-
ceilinged lobby, pictured directly above at the left, leading into

_the nave. * The nave. 1op 1 ‘\,'ht. is Huppult‘J by massive

Peter's Lufheran Church Ready

i » arches;)’

Toaltiiul 1 iis shnpdicisy” is 4o - chancel, bottom rmh The
threc chancel windows of imported European glass carry s)mbuls
of the six chief parts of Luther's catechism.'” Through the‘center”
of the windows is the life of Christ. At the left window is his man-
ger in Bethlchem. the ceater nne finds Him on Calvary's ‘cross,

and at the right is His thne of glory in heaven. photos by Arnie
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situation. Sunday School attendance had grown to 362. Saturday
School enrollment was 203. The Sunday School classes were
crowded into the basement. The older students attended at 9
a.m. and the younger ones at 10 a.m. Saturday School was also
crowded into the basement from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Vacation
Bible School had to be spread cut to use a number of different
buildings. Different classes used the VFW building on Delaware
Street, the Eagles club and the back room at Andre's on the
west side, besides the church basement. It had become obvious
to everyone that an educational building was desparately

needed.

In May of 1962, it was decided to build a new parsonage on
Pine Street. The old parsonage was sold for $8,700. January

of 1963 saw the dedication of the new parsonage.

Today’s Parsonage
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The Final Years Unde

With the bullding of the new educational building, I was
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rears of dedicated service, Reverend and Mrs.

ket

[ R 1 T S PR T DRV S g N [ L
Baganz left for a vacation to the Holy Land. In

-

of the many vyears of service, the congregation agreed to

£,
=
e
.
l
ol
-
e
[
1
O
i}
e
©
£
o~
—
o

to 51400 plus

the other was for a

et

R ER S I LR SN - B [ e 5 PR S 1
decade, Tthese two ldeas would recur agaln and again until

1 ) -

ey were pubt intoe motlon. But before I get ahead of mysell,

A o e de L N . G Ao e - T SR T U
et me just te a numbeyr of unrelated svents thalt took

}__J
I,_l
h
o
o
<
]

place at the end cf the 1960's and into the early 70's. In

¥

o

i

ormed and cont

e dem E PO o} B e 5 g b w e - L] . . R L. . WS
statue of Chrlist wi is in the foysr between the church and
VOV N 3 oy b oy T . - - o S e AN . . O T o
zohool donated by Mrs. George Sievers. Also in that year,

e
e
-
o
jond
1
v

ission ple

church pews.

like to acknowledge the members of

the church council during

S T T I RV, b SR i b e Al NN U | |25 SUV .S TR T SR I T b TR S
LW QO S 95 46 S W o O AR O UL N OO R O S5 5 U8 Al Leilid oL IIuU L. VHLOUL WU L LY Liit L i L L

.

&
m
%._J
pta
-

W0
r‘!
l'D
ol
Yt
=
m
i
-y
)
4]

w
I
o

)
B
i
b
o
te]
.
§.._J
&
-3
rA...I
-
=i
&
m
o

b
o
o
[
o
r

@O
o
@)
5" q
I
-
Y
6]

;
::“ "
s
0
s
-
st

e

i
wl



again for our people. On August 1lst, we celebrated a special

mortgage burning service.

i

'ﬁ‘ END OF INDEBTEDNESS - Offlcers and . mer pres:dent of the congregahon, George
the pastor of St.-Peter.Lutheran church par-" Walther, treasurer, the' Rev. Theo. Baganz, .
ficipat n a;:mortgage. burning ceremony ' pastor, and Sven Klrkegaard present con-.
during services_held at.8 and 10 a.m. Sun- ' gregation premdenf :

day, Aug. 1; ,‘From left are- Llo‘yd Spude, for- T . —Hcrmunn”\'

-~

Meanwhile, the air conditioner continued to be a hotly

contested topic. In Feb. of 1970, a special meeting was called

to discuss the air conditioner. After some discussion on noise
and whether to include ventilation, a motion was made to
install the air conditioning at a price of $15,000. The
members volted by ballet aqd 1t came out 23 - 16 against

installing the system. Of course, this did nol end the
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the problems that

see a glimmer of light. In this last decade
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But the biggest change we noticed wa

that I would like to begin.

As I spoke of

grew for a Christian Day 8chool. From 1975-1877, =
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The cemmittee was purposely appointed to have some
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enlighten them on the 1ssue bsfore us from bwo

difference of opinion on the issue,

will have us do that which 1s right
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Some of the basic viewpolints nmade in favor of the school were:
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Gur churceh attendance 1s good. We can nolt provide specialty

courses. Christian Day School c¢hildren f£ind 1t hard to wmingle

goiz to public high

April 17th, 1977 spelled the defeat for the school.
much the school was defeated by & vote of 1B82-60.
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to this sopunds like a war, uniortunately
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and fighting with one another over this issue. To be sure,
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the beautiful look it

March 1979 The little
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Az we entered the 1980's, the nunbsy one question of many

€.

people was: "What about

1
H
&
—
=
H
:
&
for]
;
b
M
D
josi
3]
H
L
Iy
jo
P
=
[
-
=i

concerns of ourx churxch.

1]
=
o
Fudt
4]
[
3
v
rr
o
1
rt
e
o
4]
i

were many causes to these problems. We

was one single cause. It was due partly to the change in the

O0f course, people don't like change.

the friction caused by the Christian

T -z L3 g Ly o oo 3 tan _— by s PR 1. P
Day School . the case, those wers nolt happy

brought before the congregation. This motion passed. Then

T Yo g A f = Y L S S e g 3 g e b — .
the vote for the school. The first wvote G L1lIes

al

ot

o
)

WAk

Cne of the mistakes that were made durlng thls time

n
-3



some people had bheen v
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admitted

It bo this situation
very gulckly. It ved Lo glimlnate problem by
On April 26th, 1981, a motlion was made to start a Christian
Day School in the Fall. A second wmotlion was madse Lo table the
Christlan Day School motion This second motion carried. This
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rooms had Lo be made ready. All went

3.

1983, Bt. Peter's Christlan bay School opened 1ts doors to 58
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began calling. Pour times we called a pastor. Two of thenm

were former vica Pinally in July we moved to accept a
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Visltation, Stewardship and BEvangelism.
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To be sure, our school has seen tremendous growth. Soon
more teachers were needed. Sue Uecker and Paul Lutze were
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rr
m
It
e
I
vt
[ %
c
It
<
{t

[
s
=
=
i
s
n

Of course, there were other things

[Le}

oing on during this

1§
e
=
4
[
i
wp
et
fio
-
[T
[ N
=)
te
.
el
5
4]
[
S
+
I
1
Le]
o]
fte
[
o)
£,
[
i
fars ]

formed so that the pooxr
have to take care of the altar. We have
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