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John Henry Blija Saver was born on Maundy. Thursday, April 12, 1827,
in Bekstedt, Germany. The son of poor parents, he acquired an interest
in langveges at an early age. 4% seems that the reading of Huebner®s

Bible History guotations in Latin provided a catalyst Tor this reading,
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d study of Latin, From there he began to study latin QULLO intbnsely,
and eveﬂtually'hiﬁ interest lead him into other studies of French, and
even a ﬂ@gir@ Lo i@é?m %L@ Greek of the N@w Testament e |

DriV@ﬁrby this desira to learn, espescially the languages, Jasob Saver
studied at every oppowudnlbv'as a child, to the neglect often of other
diﬁiesg Brentually, through many difficulties he began study at a teacher’s
college in Germany. There he studied the classical languages “atin; bresl,
ard “ebrew, These studies contimed until rebellion broke out in 1848
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and dacoli was drafted into military service,

t this point in his 1ife Jacob came to the decision that it would be
best for him to leave Germany and its battlefields behind and emigrate to
America, Seeking and receiving a discharge from military service he, with:

his brother, JolimWilliam, embarked on their long journey to America in

the year 1849, NbaylV'Penniless and destitute, they had only thirty-ons
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cents between themfa few belongings on which to swrvive, when they arrived
in New York,
From New York they continued westward, seeking work where they could

2 s

find it, and setting their course for Wisconsin, Finally, after na

hardships, they arrived in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, only to find that the
still could not find work, But it was there, in Milwauvkee, Wisconsin, thetl
Elija Saver was to begin his new 1ife as a winister of Jesus Christ in the
newly formed Wisconsin Synod, It was there, near Milwaukee, that L% s
Saver met a fellow Thuringian who directed him to an opportunity for stapt-

ing & new school in the Milwaukee area, He bagan this school, ard neigh-

boring laborers gladly sent their children there for an educstion,
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Before we go any further, howsver, with the events of Elija Sauver’s

history, the bhackground of Lutheran edusation would serve a useful pur-
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pose here, and aid in urnderstanding what educational development 11ja

Saver went through in his yvears at' Milwaukee,
Appartently therewas, al the time of the first synod convention in

1850, the rule established that the pastors of the Wisconsin Synod wers

to teach "week=day school” outside of Punday school,t Here we see a

long instilled tradition in the Lutheran church; parochial schools,

Luther®s concern for the Christian training of the young is clearly veve-
aled in his writing the Small Catechism of 1529, Luther’s emphasis on

Christian education was carried on tdb the beginuings of Lutheranism in

the United States. So, at the time of the early beginnings of the Lutheran

Church-Missouri Syned, we hesar C,F.W, Walther confess: ?...next to the pure

doctrine our schools are the greatest treasure we have,’

However, this was nolt always the case, Due to rationalism and state
control of churches in Germany, the pure Christian doctrine of the paro-
chial schools was lost., The state and local community, as they gained

control of church and school, replaced many of the teachers and much of

the curriculum with state officials and more secular subjects respectively,

This trend, of course, also had its influence in America where so

many sought religious fresdom, but brought the rationalism of Furope

along too, M, Lehninger makes note of the fact that in the eastern synods

of Amesrica rationalism took a severe toll on church schools, e states:
If human reason was sufficient to bring mankind happiness in
in this life and in that to come, why then should the “hurch
struggle to maintain special church-schools, particularly at

a time when the state wss willing and ready to spread 2 net of

tax=supported public schools over its realm, schools in which

all the children, regardless of racs and creed, could receive

free instruction?

¥

Added to this thinking was the introduction of Sunday schools Trom

Fingland, where there was no public education, Robert Railes in 1779,
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wherr the "Enabling Act” was passed permitting religious groups oubside of
the Church of Brngland to conduct religious services and operate religious
institutions, began his concept of a Sunday school, This concept He felt,
T.emay Be an instrument, under God, of awakening spiritual 1ife in the
bagsest childwen and, supplemented by day classes, can form the basis of
national education@”4 We might note that he mentioned the "basest children”
because he carried out his work in the slums of Gloucester, where he hopad
to educate the illiterate children of the criminal element there, From
there it became a tool of beneficial use for churches throughout the world,

Yet, this new idea "the Sunday school," was looked upon as a threat to
the sducatioml system of Lutheran synods, BEven in 1899 we find this fear
in Dr, Frans Pieper:

It 10 absolutely wrong to speak of the Sunday school as progress

The “hristian Sunday school is, of course battpr than no inbtm
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ruction in the Christian religion at all, Put compared with the

Christian week- =day school, the Sunday school is a great step back-

ward, If Christian pavents are satisfied with a Sunday school Ffor
their children, and do not strive for a Christian full-tine

school, the uunﬁav school owes its origin to the laginess and

ignorance of “hristian parents, Those who have a truly awakensd
conscience will constantly strive to give their children not only

an hour of religious imstruction a weekg but to have them in a
t o 0
Christian school every day of the wesk,

The difficulty, however, with parochial schools was not so much a lack
of desire, as much as either a lack of funds or of pastors, Mary congre-
gations were small, and several congregations were servaed by one pastor,
Traveling to each of these éongr@gations for a pariod of a few months at
a time, made it nearly impossible teo establish and maintain church schools,
S0 the "unday school became the answer to the problem of providing religious
training for the children of the congregations, Constant warnings were
given, however, lest the D‘unday school become a substitute Ffor the week-
day school, or even a substitute for Christian training in God’s Word at
home,

If a congrepation, or congregations, would be ahle +o rrovide a wesl-

day school,  there was still at times another problem to deal with, ‘esid
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all the Tegular‘pas ral dubies, it would then be the sole duly of the pas-
tor to teach these classes, Beck notes: "With few exceplions thevelfore,
winisters spent much of their Time in the sehoolroom, particularly when
teachers were not available or when the congregation was not financially
able to support one,

This apparently was the situation Jacob Sauer entersd into in Milwaukee.

Having b@em traitned as a lteacher,.and having begun his own school in the

area, h@ b@éaﬁé’é p?im@:éa didate to take over one of these week-day
ch0@1§; So, it is understandable that Pastor Dulitz would approach him
with an offer to become the teaeh@r,for his school,

The synod, as mentionsd before, had made the ruling that pastors were
to teach week-day schoei besides %ﬁ@ Sunday school, or perhaps it was thelr
"Christenlolire? (Christian teachings), or what we hormally refer to as
catechism instruction., "The custom of °Christenlehre,? or catechigation
of the youth of the church, was firmly established in these years as an
extension of formal instructions for confirmationa”7 Obviously, the hest
answer to such a situmation would be to find a teacher to take over this
responsibility: Koehler mentions that it therefore was the custom for
mebors to have candidates for the wministry assigned to this task, Or,
they would recruit voung men from their congregations for the worlk, When
it was a candidate who was gssign@d; the situation served a double purposea.
Not only did the pastor benefit from the help of the candidate, but the
candidate also benefitted from additional, on=the-job training., Koshler
lists these early pastors of the synod who served in this, shall we say,

"3uch service, alt one time or the other, was performed

first vicar program:
bv Sauver for Dulitz and Mushlhasuser in MHilwaukee, Bodemer for Zading in

.
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Ltheresa, Sieker for Strelssguth in Milwaukee and Lfor Reim in Ashlord,

for Muehlhaeuser, Sausewitz and Schimpf for Koehler in Il.nitowoc (and 3ch-

. . . ; . R f
impf also in Hustisford), Jasger and Dowidat in Tatertowrn,™"



It seems that Jacob Sauver never did weceive formal theological training
at a Seminafy@ The only theological training he appears to have received
was under the puidance of Pastor Dulits., Although many may see this as an
insurmountable obstacle to entering the preaching ministry, it obviously
did not hinder Jacob Sauer, Iw fact, he appaars to havg‘ Been a faithful
pastor from his ordination in 1855 to his death in 1889, He, with Philipp
Koghlerg was ordained at the 1855 ijynod session, after being recelved fOT‘
candidacy in 1853, Apparently he served under bBoth Dulitz and Muehlhaeuser
during the two years in between, There was some debate over Jacob’s acc-
eptability as Koehler indieai@ss’ "likewise Elias Sauer who had been rejo-
cted by the Missourians, arnd Muehlhaeuser had to thresh out his case with
Duliﬁzawg

It is urderstandable that there would he possible Problems with a man
of dJacob Sauer’s background, It appears that he was a ratiomalist, having
come from a rationalist baokground in Germany. This became apparent when
he wrote his first catechésis for Pastor Dnlitz. In his autoblography

he writess "He was satisfied with my catechesis as far as the form was

concerned, but not with its contents, He showed me that I was a ratior—

alist and gave me a copy of the Book of Concord, the Confessional Wreitings,
of our FEvangelical Lutheran L’.hu‘y"c‘m”:m ;

Looking at Jacob Elija Sauer’s ministry, it wouid appear that he wasg
Gleansed‘of the rationalist thinking which he had brought with him from
Germany,., Mt St. John?s in Burlington, Wisconsin (then Slades Corners),

he was forced to take a stand on the use of walers (the Lutheran pruotica)

in the Lord®s Supper, the use of a crucifix and the use of the Luth

211

liturgy. These things of course greatly offended the Ref

wred , who watdl

that time had been worshipping with the Lutherans in o

(- e a2
> Lowshidn,

At Zum Bripplein Keisti, Tron Ridge, Pastor Sausr lod fhe congrasntinng

7
into the Wisconsin Syned from the Lutheran Chureh-issouri Swrod dn 108,
But alrsady at his first congragational meeting thevy decidad to ™o a
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church, In the one hundredth anniversary booklet of that congregation the

statement is made of Pastor Sauer: ¥,.. his energetic leadership led to
the erection of a new church and a new school within four years.” The diff-

icult times were also noted, Tor they were in the midst of a civil war that

compowrrled any building problems.

30 we see in the ministry of this man a continuing interest in the
adncatinn of the congregation, the children spscifically. YWe see in his
entire 1life a desire for knowledge. Although formal education was not
available for him in the mid-1800's, his thirst for knowledge, and the

' i |
guidance of a faithful Lutheran pastor apparently carried/into the Lord’s
ministry. Hopefully, educatiormml systems will not become what they were
in that period.again, but, Jacob Tlijs Sauver would serve as a good example

of what can be accomplished with limited facilities, bub boundless desire,

and the power of God's Word,
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