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IMTEODUCTTON

This is & Dbiography. & brief history of the life of a man.

s title is  dntended to signify & Jowrney betwsen  what this

wydber considers to be twe vadically different btheologles. "ot .

Lotis"  represents Lhe oonseyvative, confessional, Ltibhey an

e

daogy whiokh this wedter believes faithTfully sxposes the trubths

wof God?s Word, tEL Filas! a deparbuwre from bhatb

L e

logy, dn whatever

shse 4t may. And so this biography  is

meve bhan Just a docuament ol names and dabes, places and events.

T ods a look at  omne man’s 1ife which is intended to instrucht and
srlucabs this witer aboul the Jouwrnsy of  theologians in omne?s

fralbod tay practious,
3

As a seninary student whe sits alt the feel of men who also

soat  "HY O Louis, the oueshion naturally

bregan their  Jowrney
arismes as to why Jowneys which  start at the same basic  poind
ghowld end ap so ol Fferent.  This paper is  nobt intended bto give
gspend fio answers bo that  guestion, but it is dinternded to let the

reacer have  a  look at o one o mants Jouwrney  and form one? s owen

The discooveries may nob be simple  or obviows. BEabther they

may  be  painful oor o oat  least stimalating. This writer has

perasonally  benefited from rvebracing the steps. He has

shimalabed  to look carefully  ab  each arl




Loordd P s own mes

auve whickh Christ binse

Clave  LLs

TP oyow hold  toomy beackhings, you  are really my disciples
Thsr your will  know the  btyuth, and the brubh will
Ty,

Faithfulness To God?s  weord is the final arvswey bhoo o all 1ifefs

shiors ang 4t dis G

parplaexing ou adf s oroad map o bhe

Jonornmey that every  human will have  bo oas
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Eebracing the Steps From S5 Lewds fo S

3 L

Im 1919, a vear remnembered

and  vace rioks i Chicago,

Facine, Wisconsin

the oot bhe festival of the

£

v e Mans was the seoond of

fadrly sful  mealt-oubber

R L g

savings % loan  management, and a

abher  venbures. N R I &

sful busine bt also

LN G

EHENAN

active in Ll ey an

supporting bthe

clemen ol y supperted  the  mi

i

T

phictogy aphio egud poesnt o cley

Those in bthe United States.

Jomabhan Udce Ekong from Nigervia,

the seninsary at Sreensbhoro, N.OL .

minister theoughout bhis later 1ife.

these twoe missions and controversy

wostd ol play a  rvoll dn the divection

AT ey .,

Otto Liebenow dopressed Dr.

was bhat  of  Otbto being

tholios the  Mobhey!

Y

i

ey ey

£ &

Ty
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o Obto and Olga Liebs
16
whin

family owned mest
Lo sbsno

VEY Y
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Africa sBo

Lo ehenow
O postibtive dmpr
gl gm0

Luthesrans  (le.

Wowadvow  Wilson, FEarl Bareth

Mams Liebhenow borm in

Ll s

. The oday was Oob 30,

Pres Fovrmat Lom .

chid Tavemn. Miw father was a

was  dnvolved  in

Tarmlng,

may ket, amorg

was ot ooy & falrly

realdglous. He  was very

Chche-Milssourd Synod. P

wordk  dn India,  providing

clocument the work bthere f o

ey sl y supported

oy

that bhe could atbend

Dbt was also an aclbive lay-

Ths Liebenow oonnechion with

w4 vl vedd

i whioh they

of Dy

in WYy BN

ey

sio LeTh on bim

against e@lther  the Boman

wf bl

ik

vamprant  pore dudice ard



bl ld by A& overy negative  dnpression was  bthe stricbness  and
authoritarian  nature of the man. These impressions  would be
carvied with D, Liebenow as bhe graw in bis theology.

Ghto and Ggats Christian convictions  Led them to desive

Chvistian  education for their ohilcdven. They sent all of bheir
O whildven  bo Synod  schools for that edusation. It was here

that I s e

an his  journey.

Ll wnt i1l 1838 George Liebenow abtended 5t Jobn’s  Lubheran
Chuaroh and School dn Facine which was under the direction of Bav.
Do J0F, Bosvger and Bev.  Walther MHellmann, and a membsy of the

Syrocdi cal  Con Fereng e

Ther sohool was under the principalship of

Dr . Fal.w Habey ., In Facine the

wowas  oa  very olose  working

ralationship betw

members of  the Synodical Confersnoe  and
pmrtiﬁularly’ betweern  the pastors  of 8t.  Jobn¥s and  Fastor H.
Valkert of the Wisoomnsin Sviod ochuroch, Fivst BEvangelical Lubtbheran
and  workevs has

Chiarah. The velabionship bebwes The ohweah

breen descoribed as "the olosest friendg, " This ol

vy b g

alationship  would also leave  some  lopressions  in regard  bo

that stayved with Dr. Liebenow as  be carried on with

Fis Jouyney.

Foreshadowings of Dr. Lisbhenow's fubture were manid fe B B

ab the young age of & grade-scohool ey, Me tells of  ochallenges

made to khis catechism te

achier abowt things  he was btaught. Hes
valates  this ohavacterizabion: "REaing  of an dngqudsibive  and
el ligerent naturse 1 challenged oy parents and my  bteachers and

@ven  the pastoe  in the congregational  olass  for o so-cal Ded




Biblical proof  of vreligious tenshbs, " Later  in a gradse  sobhool
farewall letter to Fol. Weber, he would acknowledge his tendenoy

ol clevy ablon.

o challenge authority in hunble re

Dvo Liebenow  continued bis sducation at  the synodical prep

it of the

sobood and ool lege, Concordia, Milwadbes The prs
sohonl at that  time  was G, Chedstian Barth,  and  the faoulidy

included professors Bwald Plass and Levoy Rincker.

Dv . Liebernow?!s Fivst encoountey wilth Barth  was  at  the

Wednesday afbernoon Bible olass whers he vememnbers being

atlely gy "moalawags” and where  the olass  Tenjoyved” & very
shrich atmosphere.

Im Do Liebenow's opindon there was a very stringent oodes of

corcuct oat Comoovodd &, The olasses wevse governed Dy an o unwritben

vude that one believe the professors, without ohallenge, and that
was  bhat. POur bheology. .. it was  Lubther says, Walther savs,

Frieper Wi This provided a natuwal  antagonism  for e

Lisbernoe.,  Me  felt a control on thought tightened by tho

"oid  the sames bhing ez they did  vesterday, bhelisved the same

thing as  bthey bellisved yvesterday., " A LTooking  baok desoribes

the tradition  of this  theology in these terms: "they  believed

whialt Fiep my Delileved what Walther belisved,

gv believed, and Ple

and  Walther believed what Lubther belisved, and to deviate or bto
guestion was an absolubte noero, Y

This atmosphere of vigid avthoritarianisn  and Dr Liebenow’s

T han

yabther anti-authoritarian atbhitude i

comfortable  situation in some ways while he was  abt Conoovdia,

£



it oas & good and  benefiolal

thotgh in geneval be acknowl edge

ot his Journey.
There was & time at Uoncordia when, as  related by Dr.

Lisbenow, be felt a bit of yveprieve from this strictness.

Fresident Levoy Finkert was in his view a "veal progre ive' whio

i the late 19307z dintroduaced  new  ideass

&

goorinmi s and advand LI O Y @ oo administratbion., e

al loweo cevtain Libevties for the stuwlents which, while deparbing

Dy L

from the  movm, dmpy o @ failr, rvespechable and
P gl ol

shudied at the feeb

At Ht. Lowls  Seminary Dr. L

Lhe Missouwri  greabts. His profess imcluded D Walber A,

Mader, Dr. J.T. Musller, Dv. William Svndb, L. Fusvrbringsy D.D.,
Tha Grasbner DD, and J.MH.00 Frite DD Here btoo, Dr. Lisbhenow

oyt b

anjoved such of his profe

wckhdeig and dnstruction,  always
bodvbheved, though, by strict and dogmetic demands made omn himo andd
Mis fellow olassmates and on Bovipture. He sspecially deplored

the v shing mabhods thalt some  of kis  profes

LT R

drgitive be

Y

Lhate it b

gmpl oyed Cie. T711 o AR VTN o Tw LA Lo ome ang we’ll

get alomg Dmy interpretationly.

D Liebenow graduated from St Lowls Seminavy in May of 1944

and on May 270 of that year was mavvied to Doris Ann By
e b
i-y%ﬂ/f"i

slingsy of

o,
et g ARGy Forty-thres days Later  Dr.

sharioond amed bis
new brdde would  Find themselves in Fawlings, Wyoming  where this

st. o Lowis graduate  wes  orvdainsd by Pastor  J.F. 0 Luk;

installaed missionary-at-1large.



Wyoming &t bhat  time was  guite wide open  in berms  of

Missouwr i Synod  oongre

pations with three congregations  in 60, 000

sopuar e miles

o Rawlings was & bown of 7,000 people with #8 Lodoes

and fraternal soocieties and Pastor Liebhenow worked bo ree

Gadrl dsh

friendly relations within this community. I bhyomiog he anjoyved
& very practical ministry as bhe  served a geoup of  olose to 100
aptized  and aboat a0 communi cants. There he actively
participated in the local mindsterial  union and  was genevally
iovvedwed in community interest.

In the yvesr after Pasbor Liesbenow’s  drnstallation  and

crdination, the  year World War 11 ended, & wvery sigolficant

cloument appeared  which would seviously  affect his  theologioal

Jomurrey ., This document was  tThe statement  of bthe 94 entitled,

D sirg bhe Ttk o in Love. ™ The sigrnevs of this stabtment were

prominent men in bthe Missowrd Synmod and theilr acbiom, along with

Liorm o dbs om wotild lead kim

Fis own long study and refle

boo o reevaluats the divection of bis Jjourney.

e relinguished his work in Wyoming which was ba

over by a new missionesy, Pasbtor We FEurth, and he vebuwened o 86,

ek s o wont ks i the public  relations  department  of fhe
Internaticonal Lathevan Hows minisbry. Heve  he was  acbively
irnvolved with public relations for the Lutheran Howr and travel ed
Tl oughout Missouri s Western District  advancing the soope, work
el support  of this very  vital ministry. During tThis  time he

again ernjoved the ohance bTo work with his old seminary profe

[y e

Walter &, Maler wnbil the yvear  tThe great  speaber unespectedly



eliwdd,

a oyear of Truaman, MoGarthy and Eooresar

LY g

Liebenow made another change from  the Lutheran MHour by way  of a

ition  of  hospital ohaplain  and Loy o by

crary i B5t. Lowds.  Meve hs owas working in olose oonnesbion
Witk the Lubbheran Mission dssociation of Sreater S50, Lowls whioh

Pragd commibhed dbself Lo aid foor the missions of Lhe area. e

£ D 6 arvection and the  Good

lally centersed his efforts at the E

Bamar itan Chapels in the predominently  black innegr oiby. Feay g

they provided

antially spivitual ocars btogether with  some
socdal services,
At this time Drv. Liebenow was also working with the seminary

s & kind  of field divechbor who assisted the seminary  in

Gor clindoal worl, o

instance alt MHomsr  Philips Hospital  in 8t Lowis. HMis class

usttal Ly consisted of bebtwsen ahbudents. This would bhe the

mainstay of his work for bhe  nesh seven years, working with  the

sthuclent

from bhe arc  amomg the dmpoverished in the

intey oity of St Louls.

i cles these obher dubises Dr. Liebenow  was  intimately

IR T wWith the formabion of a2 new associabtion widh in

The Missowri Synod whioh under the guidance of Dy andrew Sohulbze

Ed

ana ino oo lev copmsction with Marbin Bobharlemanmn wouls oome bo be

Ercssn as the Luabheran Human  Felations dssociation  of Amevics.

Thii s

iabtiorm was atod o

chepvel oped out of  the  human  ve

institutes at Valparaiso Undversity Capecifically the Jdth  annual

P



institute) whickh were oongdu

gel jointly by bthe 86 Lowis Lubheran

Bociety for Bebter  Muman Belations and  the Yalparaiso®s  summer
institute programs, and was ocoriginally  called "The Internaticeral

o
.

socdlety Tor Bebbey MHumarn Felabtions.”  This associaticon was desply

conmd tbes bo bhe v

o ation and pre cvation of s

5 e d @l dustioe

amd Tairn

amorgy a2l Christians, Dy Liebenow was edibtor of the

Proceedinos of the 1953 Valoeys

Huiman,

Thie

pagc bl ve commitbeed, elecbed by the dnstitube members

consisted of  ALA. Sohulze-pre

Poent, W Meynee-viosepresident,

dal Lay ol

cretary, MJBE. Ness-treasurer, MBS, Dickenson, G.MH,

Lisbenow and  F. Simon as board member s, O Februwary o, 105

wsbors Heyvne, Lieberow and Slmon sigrned the incovporation papers

for the L.H.E.A8.6. at b

B, lowdis, llinois. HMia continuing
work with bthe Dlacks and the ryvampant prejudices of many people,
including Lubtherans, would also have  a significant affect on his

Lifae?s Journey.

Lo 1967 Dr. Liebenow?s work was chavacterized by parish

Wiy b

e was ocallasd to o be bthe pavish pastor  of bwo ol fferent

congregations within bhat  bime period. iy st From 1987 Lo 1968
LR ¥

b owas called bo be parvish pastor of  ITemanuel Lubthsran Chuaroh oof

Cimcinnati . Tmmanuel was mediuam size (G250, predominantly Dlack

Jrr et i

of an dnney oiby ohuroh than ware

SQamaritan Thape! i Bt Lowis.

By bhe end of khis sinistry at  Temanuel, bhe  year Marbin

Ldbhey Hing emerged as & champlon for desegregation, Dr. Lisbenow

Lo



te o Tov bthe Bacheloy of  Divinity degr

Fravdd  submithed his bhe

whiok he abttal ned Tyom S, Laow

Beminaryts Practical Theology
Dapartment. The thesis which was submitted in Jume of 1997 was

grtitled, "Atbitad ang Policies of the Lubtheran Chuavobh bowayd

the  Negro"  and ds o still  used at Valparasio Wniversity  for

Lutheranslack studies, sven though it was somewhalt conbroversial

Dv. Liebenow was

at bhe Lime of its presentation. Imoodpy il 1%
introduced booa paper welbten by Soharvlemann entitled, "The Bible

arnd Meddum. " Y W

as  Feoord, ek only

signi ficant foor Dv. Lisbenow?s Jjowrney Dub also for bhe Symod? s,
Than in 1962 Dr.  Liebernow rveceived a call to  serve a group

of  lay people  who were I the process of  sstablishing a new

chureh dnoan ares move convendently located for pesople in this

Tavge metropolitan avea of Cincinnabi. Starting basicallsy from

goratoh this  group came to be called Peace  Lubtheran  Chuarohy

supporting moose than 120 baptized and 73 oommundcant members.
Duving his work  at Immarnuesl, Dr.  Liebenow was carvyving  on

pavt-bime studies at the University  of Cincinnati. He studied

classics and education  at the graduate sohool from 19560, Mis

intention was Lo foous on Mew Testament studies and was baught at

e feoelh of mobodlares like  the  Unidver

B RV Mepw

Twabament man, Frofess: The avoheological man, Profe

il

Emarn, and the  man famous for his archeological work at Pylos,

Cavl W, Blegen.

Therr  in 1960 he  began dochoral studi at Mebrew  Unidon

cof Dinmcinnatia There ke shudied under s distingul shed

11



faculty  oconsisbing of  men  like Dr.  Samuel Sandmel, Dr. Isasc

Javusal miloand Dy, Melson y among obhers. Dy Lisbernow was

fyom Mebrew Undion Sol ls wi bl s

the firsel student to graduabe

fellowship., Mis dootoral thesis, submitted February 1, 1967, was

Litle "Thae  Sepbuagint of Zeckariakh, This  thesis was a 158

oy el

frage compariscon of the Septuagint of Zeohariah with the Ma

bext, written under the referesing of Dr Bamusl Sandmel. He was
awared his Ph.D. in that seme yvear.
It was in this period of study that tensions wers very high

nEnch o 4 Vi DeTy i the United States and  among the members of

S 1

Lhe Byvnodical Conference. T 19632 the Uonfervence lost bwo of ibs

menbiers,  the BELS  and the WELH, This brealk deeply affected

VYT YR L nviod ved.

Gl ue

Throtgh the efforts of  Dr. Mel 2, Dy, Lisbenow was

oo borate Tellowship from MHebrew Undon Colle

sbuacly Cindan Heogyaphy btogebther with Modern oand Mishnaio
Mebivew  in Jevusal sm. While there he worked on Dumean materials

with the Luatheram  SOumran scoholar Dr. MHans Eosmala of The Swedish

Institube in Jerusalom.

Thsod oo i

Pan owork whiles  din

A dmportant sideline of  Dr. Liws

was bhe sstablishing

Joevusalaem from July of 1968 Lo May of
of English  Language worship servvices  abt the Lubheran  Chuarokh oof

e R

NEY . Under the lesdership of  Mr. Donald Sooth, the

charr atidon,

Exsoubive Dirvector of  the Lubheran World F

wiy e begun and carvied on owith the bhelp and

EH



Ty 196 Dy, Lisbenow veburnesd bTo the Lnd bed SBtabs whera e

ooy

was called to teackh (ld Pers

an at Mount 8% Mary?'s Seminarvy of

thie FEoman Catholic Dioog i Cincinnati (He was ong of & very

faw who  was able to work  with this  language?. Mfter briefly

disoussing some  essenbilal Jdi Ffevences

Thaology Dy. Liebenow

& The position and baught therse dn the 1969 sohool yvear.

It was in this ssbtbing that be met Arohbishop Faual  lLeibold whom

Dv.  Liebenow vemesbers as being one  on The move influential men

i hise theologioal Journey.

to  1W7E O Dy ldebher Pured i Biblioal

From 1
archgodogy ab Xavier Undversity in Cincinnati.
Tro 1975 Dr. Ldebenow abttended the Missouri Bynod  convention

irt Mew  Ocleans.  Therse  the Synod was  rocked by controversy in

which Dr. Liebenow agresd and sided with the T Jern supporber s,

Me signed the protvest, opposed Preus and intimately supporbed the

dowalk  out of the Beminarvy faculty  and students at 5t Lowds.

. Lieberow oith M

i e general sversion o intelleobusl

progressiveness, 1ts  rather arvogant abbitud
pavochial isn and the changes made by the Preus  administrabion as

¥

s Tov his ardent suppoyt.

Thie sams year  s8w & vounding of F 0 of his official

oavesr at 8t Pilus X Beminary of Cincinmati as Hibli

2 Langua

Far o f e sy

At the pr

@l time e sbill  oocasionally Teobures

gpaphasizing  Intertestamental Literaturs arndl Hiwbory, 0

History and interpretation and Semitic Languages. He



) shill antd v i promoting Faman ralatlonships s

s ancding. Me ds also  the asthor of 8 widely w

p——

Lt chen Bille

ot relabionsg bretwaer  Jews  and  Christians et b led,

Pty Uomfort My People.. . (Concovdiad,

oo Lus i o

I the Imbroduction of this biography it was stabed bthalt the

ifdo conolusions as

intention  of this pag wag ol o give speo

oo why  a diversion has  taken place. It dis  fellt that such

oo lustons wouldd be presumpbuous and sumi g on the  part of

Thalt  this

thise writer, Theare  are, however, il

alt hard. Fivsth

has  in vegard bo considering the qu

ol all personality plays a very lavge part in a man’s bhe

amy, & sbudy ot

O TIE Y W e sub jective as  that  may g

parsomalities would undoubtedly provide a revealing btrend of  bow

fravop e develope in thelr thoughts, attitudes and  actions.  This

Diography also sugeests & large role of  pevsonality in De.

o,

ot e gt ey, Svesr ool oy gristential Ty e
b 7y

Intellectualism, vacial tentions, welbanschauung) play  a large

s clesve e h . The fa

pavt  An oa pers Lings and abbitudes of

ot the

The time graeatly  influence not only the  moral abtibuds

clay Dt als the theologioal. Finally the most signd ficant

debermingr  of a Jomuarngey, in bhe  opinion of  bhis

wydiber, s one's view of  Sod’s word, this view go

14



the Jgowrney. Those who hold one view of Gods word will fingd the

iwve  and

Joawenay from S5t Lowds bto 85t Plus as nabtuwral, progye

4 byes

vt Fodd & different  wviesw will

EREIC LY G TG

Juurnsy as predicbable, untenable and sorvowful. Jesus

tooomy beackinogs, youo are veally my disciples.

T you bhodd
truth, and the  brath will

Then youd will krow the
Ty

S

wy i ey AT

Loal gourneys  grant this

May  the  Lovd of  the

achiings bheoughtout bis  own

abriblity o know  and held o his e

Joeawrney and so be truly fres!

e

agrd e al

13



Mot of  She dnformation gathered  for bhis

ooy aphy  oomes o
G Ef

Fivat hand discwssion with Dr. George Hans

Lisbenow and papsrs of
Fis aubbhorshio, Dhher dates, mnames and information were gabthered
¢ 2

fromm  dnberviews with his Drobther,  REobevt E. Liebenow,  and The

Latheyan Srnual .




