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ota Covveotionasl

bher 1 Fivet walked through the doors of the Minne

Facility - illwater a liaht tingle went down my spine. To The vight of me

WET & dhlaplay oa whioch told of the history of the prison., To the

LesFt

vore had o go to oheck into the pyil

voom wWhe 07y,

bl A

Straight a big metal cdoor which opened only when the pyilson guarc

wantaed U to opsn. | ochecked in st The Front desk and they told me that [ was

placed on the 11

abyle o o dnto The prison that dey . T had b

taken cave of . | walked over to tThe

s oall the preliminayie

ancl was told by the guard that now T would have to walk through a

o, This detechor w sensitive so 0o had to make sure all

clown o metal that might be io my shoss, after 1

metal was of F my body, e

ol bhe metal o allowed Lo

The big metal dooy opened and 1

At

step into the Fivat 1ittle voom. The metal doov b slowly and Than
Ioveslized that in a way [ was walking into another world. & world that many

art Theiy own will.

'p@mplw do not et

going into this prison in Sillwatery o concuct Lutheran worship

A opractice that was starvted by Wisconsin Syood pastors i Juns of

This was not arvthing that they really talk about abt the Seminary . I had

rio olass named pyison mivdstvy . Someonse had o break Che groundd here at

]

Stillwater so that | coulcd have This privelege of presching to the inmat

That s what 1 oam going to look at din this paper: The pastors who fivst got

L 1988 ano what Uhely Teslin ars Tor

arich hop

irbo the orison For servio

The future. Also T owill share some of thely adeice to others i prison
ministry situations.

I has quite s history. The firvst prison, in what is

a Tervitorial Prison, It was bullt in 18

o The

SE0 o sausye Feet which

11w and 2 odungeons For Litary confinement . In The 1880°%s bhe

of convict lebor fell into disfavor in Minmesoba so The pri astarted o

vies insicde Lhem, The prison in Stillwater begen LTo bulld Farm

Fave incdus



machinery, which {s avze of poor architectusal planming, swamnpy

SO | L AR N damp ocells, and difFicult house el I S U B R LA

chavactey, Tr ,

‘

prtsmon L St llwater was plammed for. By 1914 the last inmales

S

had I

e

transfered over from The old orison, This structure, with additions, was the
one tThat 1 went into.

Friclosed in the present structure are 22 acres. The main structure has

sl ephone pole de oh contain 518

The wings extencding morth and south e

incividual cells. The maximdm capacity, which includes a minimum security

It tak

Bagdlolimg, s 1,5 about 500 people To meake sure That IThis prison

runs correct by and s

The ore worker in Uhe prid that 1 had contsoct with was Chaplain

He had been working in This prison For 25 v

Koo 1

Tant

minis who was lenient on doctvine and oractics, has o be that

way LT they are golng Lo serve s pyison which is vun by the stabe, The

description of his Jdob veads as such.

Sorvechional
Chaplain

T hyes
af

s A

elioious p

thes i1l

inclividual o
The o .
civilian

SO VAN

They e
raelilglious groups actlve
stional

I addition, the ochapl

Foas Famlly counselors,

Asoone who s to serve all the religions, he has run doto many intervesting and

uncomnfortab e tustions. He told me of one time when he had to go o inbo the
Twiv Cities to Find some veligious articles for a devil worshippery . He must

gserve all the religions, no matter how he might disagree with them, bhecause he

s oan employ of the state.

I Jarndary of 1984, Pastor Marous Birvkholsz of Salem Stillwater was



pyison, bt the s

Chaplian Knowles

gsomething that is alwa

Stillwatery prison. He

HMohensteln, who s the Institutional

in Lhe

b sAY

<

LT Qe

The man wanted to discuss

irmate was also

week Through May .

Bivkhols

course of That tour

Lutherans. HMowsver, there

Wirmonma to visi

a membey From 5.

ministe

Stillwater prison.

shd o

Pastor Hohens

hacd the

)
DU WY

Chaplain Knowl
in the Stillwater prison. A& thivd of Thoss inmabes

wran Liturgical sevvic

her bivothey who was in

Oy Pastor L1oyo

}-:

for the Twin Cities, visited a

getting acusinted he asked Uhe Talk

toniaht, do vou know where vou would

ton and a time To do that was sel up.

sin viaslted them svery

a Little tTouches with the

Forrmect .

tovs to the prison Tor a Tour. In

[

alained that thers were over 1900

oy asked what Chaplain Ernowles wanted tThem to do. MHe said that they should

i oangd concduot

Soodn June of 1

allowed to go in. They usually oo

5115 PLML The

novmal page Five servios

rad Lubtheran Hymnals

salad That The prisone

hagd people let them down,

d
1

They oo, howsver ,

vary hard tTime in the
may have. They have had Chrd
they took in a Five

The ohapel itsell

servioss

inoon Thursday and servic

sl

the chapel,

has st

abilizing. By

i oquite

gl son.,

artad. Four Uimes a month They we

“hoshortly

rar rent Than the
i ouy churches. They have many of

along with many obther vreligious books,

Five and be very cons grt with that .

incons

ally e ant . They have

told one thing amd then what they arve

BOCOTIS ant Liturgy gives them

ey something That small can

o bhe holidays., Holidavs can be
mer arve away From whatever family

with harp angd Flubte and This
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el L s ovou walk tThrough the

The prison and, In a way, 1s a worlcd unto it
colored glass doors you notice vight away that 1t is siveonditionsd., There is
a Little hallway which has a few offices off of 1t. at the end of the hal lway

arcl is that way Tor a veason. Becauss

It ds ociveular in

ohame ],

el ialion over the ol bey.

This 1s a state ownsed prison they cannot favor o

T, andg

They Filogured that s civole was as non-denominationsl as they could g

avs after They bhullt it, an

acl With any religion. a few

not affiliat

Lo He saio

in angd sald "Finally a worship area in the vight shape

Incian walke

vie chapel. There arve

eogenbacd a odvum so 1t was an Indian s

fhat the civoele re

up angd an alter opposite the door, One nobices vight awsy Lhatb

chairs

e

i the chapel. Closs o the oelling

Thers are no relligious

i s metal band and on this band they can hang whatever veliogous symbol

I e

for the service. For our Lutheran servics they pulled out s big

arncl hurg 1t behingd the alter area. This chapel is very Functional arnd

acaptable fovr all The religions that have to be deslt with,

There are usdally ten or move prisorners That ocoms o the @

rwloe ., That

that this chapel ls in the micdle

ot soun that good until one reasllzes

T e

helol alt

alao have bheen

ol a prison. Since June of 1288 Bible ol

Woof the prisonevs. Not

This with a fe

Pastor HMohensteln usually o

A 3
SOV R,
SN LS,

They ares

ay Tor Tthe Rible ola

all of thoss who coms to the

od portion of the

CIOITE thTﬂUgh &

mtuching the books of the Rible and hea

sbamesnt . T usually take sabout a chaplter Tor ever

Mew Te

Because of the ddFfioulty in getting into the Facility on & vegular

it Lime bhal

and soheduling conflie

g pastor Lloyd

inta tThe prison to oconduaot

s For the Twin Citiles. He has been

sin who s Institublional

o

Mavous Bivrkholsz has

aoing into the prison for the p

tor alt Salem in

years., He o ds bhs pa

aleo been going in For the pas

ta, Also Pastor Don Hocknuth st Salem, Woodbury, Minnesoba

sl Iwater, Minne

Two anc one hslF

into the prison., He b going in For




oUsually two pastors go in. Pastor HMohensteln goss in almost every time

after the service. The

to conduct the Liturgy and to

alao Five different

goes dn to preach the s

ol her past T

BOCDMEATTY 1 who take tuvn going in to play tThe plano, They Floure with so

many working at itowill continue even 1 somecons s sick, on

vacat lon, or tak a call away Trom the arvea. Fach vear thess people neec

Fill out a form to go into the prison and they all must be approved

ancd either a Mantbowy T

inclivicdual ly . They must have an armuasl T.8. be

veray . Other drncdividuals may ocome with them into the prison on a one

twice a year. They do not have to take any tests, bubt a veoguest to

erter nust be given seversl da i advanoce. This is tThe veason that vicars,

Tike myaelf, and s into The prison once

beer one bapblsm and two confivmations of prisoners

Therve has T cum

¥

all of th clone by Pastor Bivkhols. Pastor Bivkholsz,

i

e, The pastors

v, comments that they are all back in the prison s

Wi

commant tThat the weake part of this mintstyy ls follow-up. Thoses

i owith tThem ave not alwaye Lutherans. They sometime come to the servic

into the aly conditioned ares. They

o break The dey up s bit and

veslly have no way of knowing what happens to some who arve veles

prisorn, They do not really koow what they could do For Follow-up armvuay, sinoe

The oy isones come From many ol fferent plac

That, in & rmutshell, is the historical aspect of work in bhe

tional Faoility - Stillwater. It is a different kind of

son. These Threes men andg

really does take a special kind of pe

goare doing an exceptional Job at carvyving oult the Great

balind the bars at Stillwater . With e

this paper I woulcd 1ike

thyes men and there attitudes and thoughts on prison ministrey.

Uoremember my Fivst feelings when [ got to the prison. I Felt uneasy

anc wasn raeach for arnvithing to happern. T think our minds make up the wo



scenario ang we believe that ls what is goling to heppen. ALl the pa

wl Uhe same Teelings., They mentioned the closing of The last gate

Brehing them. That loud olang goes vight tThyough wou The Fivst Lime vou

ancl @

They also maention that they had a Tealing of ocoladn

o bhey also mention thet because they were theve Lo do the

Lovod?s work, they kn that Good would care Tor Lhem.

Mow tThat they have been at it fov a while it

ams that tThere feelings

Thave ohang atill

The anxiety and fear is low and almost gone. The ooldne

Mangs around, but & prison has never been descoibed as warm and home W

0T Was glven why the FTeelings had changed. One p ible one was

That now everything ds a Little move familiar. also theyr have gotten to know

of the guarvds and prisoners, or at le

O mwen
mant fonsed that through all this he hes mavbe learned to lean and trust a

Little move in the Lovd’s protection.

all of the p

The Feelings that they rveally erndoy ©Lhe

Birkhols relates

prison minlstry that they are carrying out. Pa

&

that when he took the call to Salem, Stillwater he took it with the

uncerstancding that he would not have to work with the prison. The Lord had

oty plans anc he

That now he endo tThe exprassions of appreciation For

the Worgd that the prisoners

tencd. They all like the Tact that it is a pure

mission ende

avor and they do not have to woryy about all the 1ittle things

That go oon in s They can Just go out and do what they were

Tyvained to do, preach and teach the Wovd.

What about tThe veceptiveness of bthe prisoners boward the Word? Pastor

Jochmut b gy a little warning heve.

that they are rveceptive, bub we

aleo nesd to be cautious about that receptivens Some "gel religlon® in

oroley to “vide UThe Bible out®. The

@oouys are oons angd are good liars. For

some of them The o

are the only touch with the outside world, Some of

The pyisoners, however, o @m very receptive, Some heve Doeen oworshipping

with them

v, Pastor Bivkhols tells o story about a Lime That




aight din the micddle of his sermon he was interrvupted by a man who said "1 dust

want to thank you for taking the time to be hers'. B of  the Follow-up

il

clifficulty they veally do not konow what happens To many of them after they

o1, Has the Word touchsad thelv Lives or not? They leave tThat in

the hands of the Holy Spicit,

into @

all of the pastors expre 1 the warning that 1F one ge

prison they e suve o Follow all of the roles. A story aboul this was

e

told to me by Chaplain Krnowles, iwoa rule dn most pri

Crothing Ao oand nothing out” . & pastor was ooncduct g i ir s prison Tor

s oouple of vears and he got to know many of the men oguite well. One time,

rvice, an inmats came up to him and saild that he reslly appreciated

what the pastor had done for him and the other inma The last couple of

vears. He oulled oul a small o out o his pocket and told the pastor that

it On one side he had printed the word smile angd on the

hao painted a ploture of a Flower . The stons was small enough To

pocket and the prisoney hoped that the pastor would k It owith

in his pocket. On bad dave, the pastor might reach into his pocket

This stone with the wore smile on 1t and it will make

Tor some changs and

his day a little brighter. The pastor saw nothing wrong with taking the stone

3

so he pla

ancl walked out . about six months latey the sams

it odn his poock

ner approsched anc handed him an ervelope. The pastor’s Filvat

[y

reaction was that he could not teke 6. The prisoney sxplained that the letbter

Tor his mother’s bivthoday and she did not know he was in prison., IF she

kriew he wes in 1, ey heart would be broken, Me wished the pastor to mail

the card outside The prison so that the prison stamp would not oo on bhe

Ter . The @ ire and mailed the carvd. about siyxy months later Lhe

o came R bo bThe pastor angd handed him oa manila envelope and asked

ame o7
AF he would mail 1t to his lawver. The pastor immediately said o Way . Tl

prisoner, however, vecalled Tor the pastor the FTact that he had alveady taken
out & rock and a bhirvthdey cardd. IF he odid not teke this out he would tell fhe

Wiscomsin 4
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wardern and the pastor would lose his minlstry dn the prison. This prisoney had
The pastor right where he wanted him. 1t took him a while, but now he ocould

the course of about a vear, had lost his

manipulate him. The pastor, o

ministyy because he did not Follow the rather simple vule That tThe prigson had

givern him. Chaplain Konowl

uroeo us that we should not et our emobions rule

s it the prison, becauss DThe onevs would take advantages of that. Our

T hought pyos

is not like theirvs angd all They have ds Uime Lo think of ways

of gething out. Follow the vl

Tt souncls simoles until vou have a chanos Lo

b T hem.

sent Ly T hes e told That s

mern e

avting on Apvil 1,19910 thely tUime

in o the prison would be Limited To e

ol by This was done mainly

L here

maryy aroups wishing Lo

. Theve is an intern From

Ltk b are Moyt b

ool dn The Twin Citie

Thalt wWorks in The pris

A

orce i e whille, He will take the alternate that they are not al lowed to

Bope o get back to the regular <lv smoheduls when this voung

to sochool .

'

men have a very speclial mindstry at the Stillwater prison.

makes The comment "We ne The vemincaer - o task is o sol

The Word and k

o sowing ., The Holy

L responsible Tor the re

Tharnkful ths doors arve open Tor ouwry ministry ", There arve marny doors That our

Savior opens for us during our mindstyies. Some might be vight in our back

door, like the one the men Foured in The prison at Stillwater,
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Executive
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