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Sixty to seventy vears ago there took place a vift in

an

Lhe Syvnod which coreated hard Tselings among many pastors in

the Western Wisconsin Distryict of the General Svnod of

53

Wisconsin, One of the pastors involwved in the controversy
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which was called the Protestant controversy was Pastor Paul

33,

Lutzke . He was pastor of Zion Lubtheran Church of Elrov,
Wisconsin, It was from Elroy that the Elroy Declaration was
&ubliéhed" In this declaration the members of the
Protestant Conference declared that they would no longer
consider themselves as under rewview by the Svynod FTor their
stand on the RBeitz Paper. They would no longer discuss the
mattey of thely stand on the Beltz papey until the Swnod
withdrew the resolutions concerning the irncidents in Reaver
Dam and Watertown, opened all cases up from the beginning of
the incldents, and displaved entirely different atﬁitud@a”x:
The purpose of this writing Is to determine as much 8
possible the effeclts of the Protestant Controversy upon the
Elvoy congregation. Az rescource material, the minutes of
the annual and guarterly meestings of the church from 1928~
1936 will be considered. Because of the Lime past since the
controversy, many of theose involved in it have since died.

So it will be difficult to determine much information apart

FTrom what is rvecorded in the minutes,



The first striking observation in the minutes is that
in the 1928 annual meeting a new constitubtion was drawn up.
This constitution was adopted by the congregation. although
T do not have the constitubtion which existed previous Lo the
1928 constitution, I do have the constitution which followed
the 1928 constitution.

.

In the minutes of a special meesting called on Feb., 5,

1228, it was mentionsd that acceptance of the constitution

would result in "withdrawal from the Wisconsin Syrnod." A
volbe wWas taken and the 1928 constitution was accepted. In

connection with this action, article VIII was vead in the
1928 constitution. Thiz article states as Follows:

The ministry of this congrsgation may only be
given to a pastor adheving in his confessicon of faith to all
cononical books of the 0ld and New Testaments as the
inspivred Wovrd of God and as the divine guids of fTaith and

1ife, likewise 811 the Svmbolical books of the Evangelical
Lutheran Churst He must have the gualifications of a
faithtul %ﬁyv&nt of God as designated in I Tim. 3:1-5 and

Titus 1““

b consider him merely as a ssyvant of man who
is hf?@d bv us For one or several vears, bub we will call
him in accordance with the Word of Sod as a servant of
Chyist .

The minister obliges himself to ssrve the congregation
faithfully and sincerely and not to deliberately leave the
congregation, but his relsase must be manifested by the will
of God.

We, however ., veserve the vight te depose him in a
Christian way, if he has bsen f@und by the congregation
stubbornly to adhere to false doctvine or if he is
stubbornly }»adlﬂg an unChristian 1ife. or has shown willful
*ﬂTld.ll,y in his service.

@l% uld of course apply to a parochial
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In contrast to this article, the article VYIIT of the
curvent constitution reads as
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pastorate of this congregation shall be conferred only upon
such ministers or ministerial candidates as unaualifisdly
and publicly profTess thely acceptance of and adherence to
article 11 of this constitution: and such fﬂccgtamve el

adherence shall be veoguived of them in the call or vocation
axtendesd by the congregation

[

The teachers called to assist the pastor in the
Christian training of ocur vouth shall be such as are in
accord with the confessional standard of the
;@mgr@gaki@n{ﬁrti@l% I1% and are qualifised for this field of
wov k.

Mote: 1In case of a vacancy in the pesition of the
pastor ov teacher the congresgation shall notify the
president of the local district of the Syvned for the purpose
that the latter may assist in temporavily Tilling the
vacancy and in giving his good council in regard to the
calling of & new pastor or teacher.
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and article IT of the present constitution read

The congregation accepts and confesses all the
cancnical books of the 01ld and the Mew Testament as the
inspived Word To God, and all the @ymbeT cal books of ths
Evangsalical Lutheran Church., contained in the Book of
Concord of 1580, as a correct ﬁzwwﬁﬂwﬁtiﬁﬂ of brue
grposition of Q%Ti% ian doctrine. drawn Trom, and in full
agreement with, the Holvy ccriptuvegé hence, no doctrine
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bs taught or tolervated in this congregation which is
in any wavy at variancs mlth the Tollowing symbols of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church, viz.: 1) The Three Fcoumenical
Creads~-——the aApostolic, the Nicene, the Athanasian: 23 Ths
Unaltered gAugsburg Confession; 3) THQ apclogy of the same:
43} The Smalcald articles: 5) Luther’s Catechisms, the Lar
and the Small: &) The Formula of Concord.
and we seai vih that according to this norm of
aris
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d@ctrin@ and Taith all controversies which may arise in the
this congregation shall be decided and adiusted
anc in removal of a th<r or teacher Trom offTice includes
the Tollowing in article WI:

sufficient and urgent causes for removing a pastor
or teacher are persistent adherence to Talsme doctrine,
scandalous 1ife, willful neglect of duty, or astablished
inability to pevform the duties of his office. I Tim. 3:1-7:
Titus 1:6-9.

With the articles Trom the two constitutions in mind,

and assuming that the present constitubtion was similay in
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content to the constitution before the 1928 constitution,
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what 1t was Lnh

caused, by accepbtance of e 1928 consbitutl

wirawal Trom the Wisconsin

I'n the procesdings of the 1928 mesling

Wigconsin District a letter is addressed to

Twalve, Pastor Bsvgemann, and Pastor Thurow

of Zion Congregation in Elroey on Feb. 13

stter the members of the congregation sp

that they were "withdrawing from Synod which

congregation did Feb. 1928, by adopting
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constitution which omits the paragraph which
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Formerly bound

on wollld most

likely be the "MNeote..." listed at the snd of article VIII of
the current constitution.

What was the vesult of this action by Lthe congregabtion
as a vesult of what they saw as the of the Synod",
i.e. "that the synod officials and the District ltself
By its unchristian and condemnatory rvesolutions treated our
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acher and preacher because of his
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went along as usual as the minutes indicate.
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truth of the

ked to become a menmber of the Wiscons
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possible Lh the Protestant

did have a part Iin the pastoy being terminated,

definitely determined Trom the minutes of the

anough can be known from thoss who were

gince it was so long agoe. But the
seems Lo be strongly a Tackoy in the
from the Syvnoed. In the letter which

to the CommitLes of

enbhers. RBut that iz only speculation.

grace Zion continued Lo exist and be served

Bt by God’s

Faithful to God’s Word,

“ s Lermination may never be known.
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