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The histery ef St. Peter's ef Kekeskee is clesely related te
that ef St. Jacebi ef Tewn Theresa, which disbanded shertly befere
its centennial. St. Jacebi was erganized in 185, Altheugh the be-
ginning ef St., Peter's cengregatien was small and witheut much shew,
it was nevertheless definite and defined. On the 28th ef January,
1872, Paster Jaceb Cenrad ef St. Jacebi held the first serviee in
Kekegkee in the public scheel, then lecated in the scheel park, and
new serving as the Tewm Hall., Mathilda Rehde was b&ptizeéjim this
first service,

Eight weeks later, em Mareh 29th, fellewing the wership service
a meeting was held in which the greup erganized the St. Peter's
Evangelical Lutheran Church ef Kekeskee, Frem the minutes ef that
meeting we find that the fellewing reselutiens were sdepted:

Wg”That sur cengregatien shall bear the title:
Evangelical Lutheran St, Peter's Cengregatien
#f Kekeskee, Dedge Ceunty, Wiscensin. -

2. That we leek upen Paster Cenrad, whe, upen
sur petitien, has thus far cenducted eur
Divine services, as eur duly called paster.

3. That we adept the censtitutien fer cengrega-
tiens autherized by the Wisc@nsin_ﬁyn@@@

L. That we petitien the henerable Wiscensin
Syned te accept us inmte its cerperate
b@dy§_

5. That we elect a Beard of Elders and Trustees
te gdminister the spiritual and temperal af-
fairs ef the cengregatien. The electien held
then and there resulted in the unanimeus
cheice of the fellewing mew: Julius Stepp
fer ene year, Fred Darge fer twe vears,
and Carl Witte fer three vears,

6. That a new Elder be elected each vear, but
that the man whese term has expired may be
reelected.

That the abeve are actually and faetually the
reselutiens ef the Ev, Luth. St. Peter's
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Congregatien in Kekeskee, Dedge Ceunty,
Wiscensin is attested te by the affixing
ef eur names in the name ef the cengrega-
tien,

The Beard:

Jaceb Cenrad, Paster

Julius Stepp

Friedrich Darge
Carl Witte

This newly erganized cengregatien

cemprised 110 seuls, 58 cemmunicants,
and 24 veting members. The fellewing

men have gene dewn in histery as the

charter members of 35t. Peterts:e

Henry Rell Carl Rehde
Leuis Wauka Fred Helling
Geerge Eberle Jehn Schuett
Christian Eberle Carl Kasten
Fred Stange F. Welther
August Suekew Fred Jaenegke
Christian lLeest  William Rehde
Frank Wendt Wm. Schwartzmiller
Carl Hartwig Gettlieb Baer
Carl Witte Martin Zwieg
Fred Darge William Schultz
Julius Stepp Frank Hemuth

On Marech 19th, 1877 the cengrega-

Pastor Conrad,

tien veted te adept Articles ef Incerperatien
and te file them with the State, That same year a frame chureh with
stesple was erected, and dedicated en September 8th, 1877. Paster
Kiliam, Paster Gausewitz, and Pref. Ernst were the speakers fer the
festive eccasien.

?ést@r:Ja@@b Cenrad served St, Peter's faithfully and well for
feurteen years. Paster Cenrad served St. Peter's in additien te
St. Jacebi, It is interesting te nete that he was alse the first
Lutheran Paster ef 5t., Jehn's, Mayville. Paster Cenrad asked te be

relieved of his duties at St. Peter's because ef his advanced age
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and because ef his werk lead at St. Jacebi. He recemmended that

Paster Henry Rathjen be called te succeed him. Paster Rathjen a@eigfhhum

cepted the call and was installed as Paster of St. Peterfs in .
December of 1886, This created dissensien in the cengregatien, for:
Paster Rathjem refused to join the Wiscensin Syned. This was net ﬁﬁf 
conducive to the welfare ef the C@ngregati@n ner teo the peaceful v
and effective werk eof the Paster. Upen the departure ef Paster
Rathjen‘im_1888 the cenpgregatien was split inbe twe factiens. The

ene factien was anxious te call P@st@r Lessmann, alse of the Migﬁ@uri
Syned. Hevever, the majerity of the’é@ngregati@m wanted to maimtain
its affiliatien with the Wiscensin Syned, and se they asked ?ast@r'

N. Gettmanshausen ef Broewnsville te serve as vacancy paster. Abeut
this same time ?a&t@r C@nraé retired, and Stg Peter's ence again
Jeined with St. Jacebi as one parish. The dual parish new decided

te call Paster Gettmanshausen as their Shepherd., However, he f@;g
censtrained te decline the call. After this Paster Otte P@sseltLQés
called, and he accepted. But his ministry at the St. Peter's and

St. Jacebi parishes lasted for enly seven menths. Pastor Posselég
apparently left witheut a just reasen. Se once again the twe econ-
gregatiens had te issue anether eall. This timéiéh@y sent the call

te Paster G. W, Albrecht, but he returned it. fﬁé é@ngr@gaﬁi@ms fels
very strengly that Albrecht was the Pastar fer the j@bgbﬁﬁ‘th@y sent
the call te him a secend time. But even this did net, cenvinee Paster
Albrecht te accept. Next they ealled Paster B&st?'@n@ he accepted
the call, Hewever, he ceuld not be installed, because he had in the
mean time received the call frem the Lord ef the Church te enter

the Church Triumphant. These feur vears frem 1886=1890 were indeed
trying times fer beth cengregatiens. The repercussiens of these

four years made themselves felt for seme time in the fusture.,
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The dual parish e¢all next came inte the hands of Paster L. B.
Mielke, Paster. Mielke was @rﬂaineé and installed en May 2nd, 1890,
He restered peace and unity ef spirit within the eengregatisn. In
1894 ?agﬁﬁr Mielke accepted a call te Tess Corners,; and he preached
his farewell sermon on Octsber 16, Fer the next feur menths Paster
Adelph Teepel of Town Herman served beth cengregatiens as Supply
?ast@r(?acan@y Paster) .

The twe-cengregation parish now called Paster Rud. F., W, Pietz.
On February 17, 1895 Paster Pietz was installed by Paster Ed. Heyer,
The new spirit ef peace and quiet that had settled once more @m-
St. Peter's showed itself alse in eutward things. In 1897 a new
pulpit anﬁrnew altar ceoverings were purchased tegether with a silver
plated Communien set. On Laetare Sunﬁay; 1900, a neW'1283 poeung
bell was dedicated te the Lerd's é@rvi@e? For the eccasien of the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the dedicatien ef the church(1902),
the baptismal fent, erucifix, candelebra, hymnbeard and ég@ﬂé& were
added te the equipment of the church. In 1902 Paster Piets accepted
the call te the Lemira cengregatien. He gave his farewell sermen
en Nevember 27, 1902,

The next paster te serve the dual parish was Pastor C, F, W.
Veges. He was installed on December 7th, 1902, Fer the purpese ef
more effective werk in the Summer Scheel and with an eye teward the
future pessibility ef a parechial scheel, & well lecated and spacious
schesl preperty was acquired. A ene-veem scheel building was erected
en the pr@pérty Jjust north ef the chureh. Paster Veges was called
t® Ridgeville, Wiscensin, a&nd preached his farewell sermen on
Pebruary 9th, 1913. o

At this peint I will just name the pasters whe have served

St. Peter's, They are as fellews:
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1913-1919 Paster G. A. Denninger
1919-1937 Paster Otte Teepel
19371950 Paster R. 0. Marti
1950-1957 Paster Nerbert Mielke
1957-1973 Paster Melvin W. Crell
1974~ 7 Paster Themas Knieckelbein

This is a picture ef the first
church built in 1877. It has
since been tern dewn and & new
brick structure erected in its
place in 1927, This brick church
is still being used teday.

This is a picture of the
Summer Scheel built in
1905, 1% still stands te
day but is ne lenger in
use, I attended Summer
Scheel in this building.
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I could find ne peeple living whe ceuld remember the early vears of
St. Peter's histery. The Mayville News dees net ge back that
far either. The enly place that I didn't check was St. Jehn's
in Mayville(Misseuri Syned). It was served by Paster Cenrad.
I wanted te leek inte the split during Paster Hathjen's term
mere clesely, but I ceuld find nething in the minutes ner
could I find anyene whe knew semething sbeout this. Either it
was hushed up and net recerded er maybe they just swept it
under the rug and wanted te forget abeut it. Perhaps, there
was & third pessibility, and that is that it really was ne
big issue te begin with.



