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Pastor Alex Lange is no doubt one of our synod's more inter-
gsting early pastors. However, 1t is @ tedious chore to find his
roots or to trace his career. The wman hopped from synod to synods
smorgasbord styls - and never seemed to be satisfied with what he
found., Beeause he migrated so Treguently, it was difflcult for
this writer to establish a birth=to-death biography of the man.
are, - -
However, his years in the ministry ds chronicleds.’ Previous to 1858
he was a member of the Evangelisches Verein des Westens.. In that
year his synod Jjoined up with Chio., Lange must have been @ odne
servative = albeilt untactfully outspoken = man already then. For
whan he lost the good will of the EVW, his application for member-
ahin in Missourl was accepted., In 1858 the Missouri Synod reviswed
his history and decided:
Auf diesen Bericht hinnahm die bynode keinen Qﬂ@téﬁdg

Hen, Past. Lange zum oolloguium zuzulassen, und nachdem

er dasselbe bestanden, ihm auf zu nehmens - - » 1
However, the reports do not mention the outcome of any such colloguy,
if in fact it took place. Until 1862 his whereabouts are not
reported in the proceedings. In November of that yaar he was
installed as 8 pastor of the bisconsin Bynod. In 1870 that rela=-
tionship ended and soon a new one with Buffelo began. Those years
involved pastorates and a professorship at Martin Luﬁhﬁf Seminary
in Buffalo, N.Y. This ended when in 1883 he took a call into the
Michigen Synod. Again he was active in seminary work, He became
the First director and the one=man faculty of Michlgen's seminary
at Manchester (later Saginaw Dity). But this synod was mmﬁ to be

his final home eithers, In 1888 heg was asked to leave because of
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his doctrine of the ministry. Again, the records to which I had
access gave no further accounting of his lifs,

Pastor Lenge's years in any one of these syrnods ocould pro-
vide material for a paper such as this. It is his YEATE 8morng
Wisconsin synodicals to which this paper has reference. As alluded
to above, he appeared on this scene in November, 1862, That month
he arrived at Watertown and met Praeses Bading. At the IB6%Synod
the president reportedithe following.

Im Monat November kam Herr Pastor A. Lange, frueher Glied
der Synode von Missouri, mit seiner Familie in Watertown an.
Nachdem er von der 5t. Matthasus-Gemeinde in Lebanon einen
Beruf erhalten batte, wurde er daselbst von mir am srsten
Advent in sein Amt eingefuehrt.2

Lange's arrival was an opportune one for Bading. The president
had been busy serving 5t. Matthew's in Lebanon since he arrived in
Watertown. His trip to Europe waes to begin only & few weeks after
this convention. Also, his arrival was welpomed by the congregation
at Lebanon,

Sts Matthew's birth was not 8 peaceful one. Nor were the sup-
rounding congregations able to treasure peaceful beginnings.

The mother ﬁmhgregatimn in Lebanon was originally Founded by men

who later organized the Buffalo Synod. However, lacking manpower,
they turned to the Saxons for a minister, Pastor Geyer responded

in 18k4, 1In 1847 he and the greater part of the church joined
Missourl at Chicegn. A layman, Johann Hoeckendorf, refused to

Join the synod. He and about 100 others broke away and formed their
own congregation.

Again in 1856 the mother church split. This time the dise
pute sentersd around the practice of private confession. Although

this is in itself a subject wepthy of further study, historisns cup-
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rently report that the practice wes not new, This Tfaction, which
hecame 9t. Matthew's, based its departure on tenuous complaints,
Their leader was teacher WUebtzel,

Jde Po Foehler redounts the events in his history of the Wisg-
consin SyﬁmdQB The upshot of 1t all was that Wisconsin incurred
the wrath of Missourd when 1t sanctioned the faction by serving it
with the Word and sacraments. The 1858 proceedings of the Wis-
consin synod convention record For us the decision to support 5t.
Matthew's (see pp 8=9), Bading later begsn to serve it and this

is how Lange found the situstion in November of '62,

11

For the next five and a half years Pastor Lange sconducted his
ministry at Lehanon without any significant disputes taking place.
He no doubt preached on occasion at Bading's congregation in
Watertown during the president's journey.t Although there was no
reason to mentlon his ministry in the proceedings, we are not
without evidence of his theology. He was a man who concerned hime
self deeply with doctrine. However, his was not the doctrine which
Missouri (and later Wisconsin in '69) held to, Rather, he was of
the Buffalp strain. As the letter (of Appendix) of 1870 shows,

he kept abreast of the articles printed in the HKirchliches Infore-

matorium and Pie Wachende Kirche,

This theology displayed itself in his conference paper of
1866, This paper delved into the seventh and eighth articles of
the Adgustana. He delliversd it before the central conference atb
Jefferson, and then Prof. Moldehnke published it in the Gemeinde-

HBlatt from May to September, 1866,
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T Buffalo Synod spokesman, Heinrich von Rohr, had crystalized his
synod's stance on the doctrine of the church. He said that one
cannot speak of the church é&s ifcitrwere invisible. For him it
was always visibley For him an "invisible’shiuweh® dectrine meant
two churches.) Lange reflected this doctrine in his paper. UWriting
in order to define what the real church is, he sald:

So ist auch nach roemischen Lehrbegriff die Kirche lediglich
eine gewisse ameuszerliche Anstelt, Regiment oder Relch unter
ihrem einen Haupte, dem Papst, mit gewlissen asuszern, allen-
thalben gleichen Ordrnungen und Ceremonien, washrend bel den
Reformiriern alles. vergelstert wird und pur von einer unsichie
haren Mirche die Hede sein kam. - « » Dagegen besteht nach
unserem Artikel und der sinstimmigen Lehre der luth. Birchs
das untruegliche Merkmal, an dem man die Kirche unfehlbar
zu erkemmen vermag: in der reinen Predigt des Evangeliums,

80 wie in der Schrift gemaeszen Verwalbtung der hl. Sacra-
mente. Und das mit Recht.B

Denn gerade srst dedurch, desz daes Evangselium nach reinem
Verstande gepredigt wird, und die Sakramente dem goettlichen
Worte gemaesz gereicht werden, bekundet sich sine Versammlung
als die Kirche,e o « of

i

Aseording to Lange's account, this paper wes received heartily
by the conference, When Wisconsin finally shaped up and began a
Bode-pleasing fellowship with Missourl, Pastor Lange could not under-
stand how Oading could have changed courses so easilye.

Wuszte er sich doch auch wohl noch elnes Heferats zu
erinnern ueber Art 7 und 8 der Augustana, welches vor noch
gar nicht langsr Zelt in seinem Auftrage der "Dentral=-confere
enz’ vorgetragen worden und von der ganzen Conferenz und alsg
guech von ihm selbst ohne Widerspruch angenommen und belobt
worden war, (Appendix p iv. Ad No I, 3c)

Lange Found himself in the same situstion as Prof. Martin (M) and
pastors Verberg and Kittel were in when Wisconsin went straight.

rict stand, as pro-Union

x o

[}

These latter three men "opposed such a s
Lutherans, and contended that Synod was taking a different stand
From that upon which thelr joining had bsen pradiaaﬁadawa OF course

Lange was not pro-Union, but the new stand opposed his heliefs.
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The synod seems to have pald perticular attention to this theo-
logy that was Lange's., For at the Helenville synod it established
for Further study, "Referat uebwr die Lehre von der Mirche." Hoeneoke
wrote the paper and 1t was printed at length in the proceedings of
70 and '71. The Gemeindeblatt reporied on the diﬁauﬁﬁimm of these
theses at the '71 synod. In this article it says: "Ganz besonders
wilrde der 3, von den opbigen 5 Sastzen ein Gegenstand lebhafter und
von den obigen Thellnahme zaugander'&gaﬁrﬁghung@“g It is not sur-
prising to Find that this third thesis deals with the contention
that the church is not present wheresver fTalse doctrine is preached,

Satz 3:Auch in unreinen Birchen, d. h. in solehen Kirchem wmit
falschem Bekenninisz, giebt es noch washre Kinder hotbes,
wann daselbst noch dar Same vorhanden is, aus welchem sisg
fezeugt werden, 10

It may also be that Wisconsin studied this dootrine ss a result
of the Buffalo Colloguy of November and December, 1866, But no
doubt Lange's paper, the colloguy, and their newly strengthened
confessionalism moved the men to look into the teaching.

It is also proper here to take note of Lange's reletions with
the congregation at Lebanon. The members of 8%, Mattheds wrote to
Bading on September 21, 1866, Apparently Lange had recelved a call
to Ahnapee but they did not want to see him go,. They asked Bading
not to let him leave. How they expected Bading to help is not
clear, But it is obvious that Lange was supported by his cone-
gregation, and taught them well what he held to so Firmly. In
16870 one of his complaints agailnst Missouri would be that they
taught people to look to thelr pastor as the basis For salvation
and not the Word (of Appendix p 1ii., V). The writers knew well

what Lange had taught them and so they Felt sonstrained to write



the following so as not to contradict what they bad learned.
Ruch wissen wir sehr wohl das unsere Seelichkeit (sic)
nichbwon der Person des Pastor abhaengt, sondern von Gottes
Wort, aber aben dieses lehrt und predigt er gerade so, wie
es Leute brauchen koennen, die nur aus Gnaden durch der
Glauben allein seelich (sic) werden wollen,td
This same congregation stood by their pestor when he left the
Wisconsin synod in 1870 and went to Buffalo. They were used o
changing synods, and no doubt several of them had been present when

Buffalo men began the congregation in the '40%s, Thelr membership

in the Buffalo synod would ot be such a dramatic change after all.

I11
The next segment of Pastor Lange's years within the Wisconsin
gyrnod i1s the year between Racine (1868) and Helenville (1869), This
year produced the grist out of which he ground a large portion of
the lettern submitted to the synod in 1870, and printed in its same
format in the Appendix to this paper.

Previous to the colloguy between Missourl and Wisconsin in Ug-

tober of f&ﬁ@} the two synods were at odds with each other., Hoenecke
had assumed the sditorship for the Gemeinde-Blatt and didn't hesitate
to reply to Missouri's calumnies against Wiscomsin., This change
might have appeared Favorable to Lange, who stood opposed to
Missouri as adamantly as anyons, Howeven ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ‘mf thig Wisconsin
and Missourl were edging closer to a confrontation withagaﬁh%b%ha$eJ;
A confrontation which would result in the "dreaded? union.

When Wisconsin resolved to meet with Missouri concerning these
disputes, it ended up taking a dramatic turn toward conservatism.
Hoth Hoenecke and Lange ofijected when the wording of the resolu-

tion was changed, Originally it read: "To the committeds knowledge
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there are no differences in doctrine between the two synods.? Then
it was changed, over the protest of Lange and Hpenecke, to: *Tm
the Synod's knowledge é%r@ are no Emhurc@ﬁivisiva differences! betuween
the two synods,?l2

Un October 21-22, 1868, the colloguy ook place at Miluwaukea,.
Among the Missouri men present was Pastor Link of Lebanon, Lange's
neighbor. In a letter dated Dec, Ly 1869, Link wrote to Bading
because Langs was sti1l angry about the colloguy. A Family from
Lange's church wanted to come back to Link's (the original) COTIQLEw
gation because they felt the separation (in '56) had been sinful.
Link wrote, "Es liegt also klar am Tage, P, Lange hat pegenwaertip
keine Neigung zum Feinden, ja habe ich Furcht ihp zu Steerﬁn@“13
One can imagine the difficulties Lange envisioned for himself and
his congregation if now all of g sudden they and Link's Missouri
congregation were to be in Fellowship,

Pragses Bading printed in the Gemeinde-Blatt what the polloguists
had written up and signed at Milwaukes.t® This same document wag
read and accepted at the 1669 synod., After this document had been
read the committes reporied that

Upon the remark of the praeses that criticism had been
voiced that our delegation had exceeded its functions in
discussing doctrine at this convention without oynod's
instructions, only such voices were raised that approved of
the delegation's prmgedureﬁl5

This pbjection could very well have been raised by Lange hecause
the collbguists discussed the doctrine of the church and ministry

g ange disapproved of Wisgonsin

£

; ,
N e Fa by
well as phhs

1,2

learning Trom Misspuri in these mattors.
Also appended to the colloguy document by the 1869 Synod was
this sentences;

Before the meeting entered on a discussion of the indie



vidual stipulations in the document gubmitted, the delegates
of our side offered the information that in ragard to the
dogtrinal gusstions they had deglared at the conventian,
they did not know whether all synodicals agread with them
in the individual points mentioped, but that ceontrary
opinions had never been volced,
Lange seized this remark and ridiculed Hading for lstting it be
said. (Bes Appendix p iv., Ad No I, 2 & 3.,) UWhether or not Lange
has recounted the events pbjectively is not clesr. IF so, he should
have been dealt with before such & stetement could be putzinto thes
proceedings. But we must remember that Wispongin had many ocurners

left to sweep, and yet did not want to postpone any longer the

appa&%m&nt with Missouri which would be so beneficial,

Iy

Lenge's next step after Helenvillewas to write out very clearly
his complaints and his demands for change. This he sent to Bading
in 1870, Tt is now kept in the "cage'at NMUC's library among the
hundreds of letters which Hoshler so meticulously organized and
summarized. Apparently Koehler wrote the date above this letter
(September 1870) thinking it was the one referred to in the 1871
proceedings. However, it must be that "Lingabe” referred to and
studied by the 1870 Synod, At the end of this letter Lange refers
to the "special synod” at Watertown in January of 1870, Therefore
this must have been written between that January and the 1870
convention,

The 20 page letier explains Lanpe's reasons for leaving, It
wasn't a0 much a dispute on the doctrine of thé ministry (as
Bophler famarks)17’whimh sent him awagﬁi This was indeed the dividing

doctrine between him and Michigan in 1888, However in 1870 he



gtated very sxplicitly his complaints.

First of s8ll, Lange censured Bading for his rapprochement
with Missouri, (8ee points I B IV, p 1.) He particularly hit
Bading for having the results of this colloguy published before
the ﬁmnvghtiwm adopted them., (See point 11, p. i.)

Wisconsin

Among his complaints agmimﬁﬁﬁmare also its handling of the
school at Watertown, NWU had been presented to the congregations
a8 both a prep schopl for the seminary and as 8@ secular college For
any one in the vicinity., E. E. Kowalke notes that this attitude
of encouraging thelﬁegular curriculum was the result of the low
gxpectations the men had for ever geitting a grest number of men
to gpend six years training before going on to the Semiﬁarymla

It is interesting to note here that Lange was appointed
to a committee at the Racing convention in‘iﬁﬁgn The committee
was set wp to submit a rpeview of the schopl at Watertown, Uhen
the committes rebturned, its report was favorshle. Among its
points was grreference to the fund drives:

6o Ehrwuerdige SBynode wolle dem Ehruuerdigen Praeses
fuer seine unermuedlichen und selbstverleugnenden Dienste,
diz sr als Agent und Cpllekiant unseren Anstalten geleistetl
hat, ihre dankbare Amar@annung bezeugen,1”

One would hardly expect Lange to submit such a statement after
reading his strafing of the Scholarship program (of Appendix p i,
VI 8 VIT), Well, he didn't, His signature is ponspicuously absent
from the report as 1t was submitted. It must have been difficult
for that committee to work on its sssigmment! The scholarship
progran martmiﬁly‘wag not a segment of our hiﬁ%qyy which we might
proud of, The Gemeinde~Blatt, howsver, hegralded it as a peEnaces

for all Financial ailments,Z0
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Pastor Lange was working in the middle of this situation,
His complaints may be grounded in some respecis. Bubt they were
a cover for his reel dispute wlith Wisconsin., That dispute centersd
in Wisconsirds fellowship with Missouri. The second portion of HWis
letter bears this out,

Bmong other things, he complained that Missourl held to
Luthers's mritings g8 1T they wsreon a par with Holy Scripture.
He chose to cite as evidence a Reformation sermon. IF ever one
wants to find overstatement with regard to Luther’s works, look

to a Regformation sermon. This sermon appeared in Dér Lutheraner

in the year 1869. Lapge reasons that only the best can be printed
in such & paper. If this is the best witness to Missouri's regard
for Luther's beliefs, then it is evidence against them. BSo hig
argument runs, (See Appendix p iii, I; p ix, Ad No I.) This
sermon makes the statement that Luther's "Lehre ist Goties lebendiges
Wort"; however, it gualifies this, It is God's dord hecause it was
drawn from God's Word. Lang@‘has a point though beoause the sermon
seems to defend & verbal inspirétion of Luther's workss '"Darum
haltet fest an jedem Buchstaben derselben,"2l

Lanpge offered anuthgr piece of evidence Tor his idea that Mis-
souri had too high a regard for Luther. He pointed to an article
in the Wirchliches Informatorium. Thergﬁﬁa arimte@?Mal%hgrﬂﬁ

-

T et ™

A
writing regarding the churchy anoe says Walbther wsed Luther's
iting ling th F hY  Lanc ys Walther used Luther's

writing Iscerdén to interpret Galatians 5:9., But his gyidsnce

Ard N T

R R o DA I A L A & 5

an ouk of context.

Actually Walther wrote this:

Wenn die Gegner zum HBewsise ihrer Behauptung, dasz sine
irrglasubine GBemeinsthéft keine Kirche ist,(sp the Buffalo
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Synod taught) den Spruch anfuehren: "Wisset ihr nicht, dasz
gin wenlg Sauertelg den ganzen Teig versaeuert?" und daraus
den Sehlusz ziehen: Durch die Falsche Lehrpe einer irrglasu=
bigen Gemeinschaft werden auch die uegbrigen Artikel so
verfaelscht, dasz sie ihre seligmachende WKraft verlieren,
80 ist lhnen das Zeugnisz Luthers, Seite 54, 55,, vorzue
halten: "Muessen wir doch bekennen, dasz die Schwaermer dig
Schrift und Gottes Wort haben in andern Rrtikeln, und wer
escyoncibnennhogetzurdoglabbhs rder wigdiselig) widwbhliaie
dnhellipgenkétzerdund Lassterer Christi sind,” Die Gefahr,
dasz eine falsche Lehre alle uebrigen Lehren verfaelsche,
ist allerdings da; aber die Geschichte der Kirche weis't
aus, dasz es Gott nach seinem wunderbaren Regiment oft
hindert, dasz der Javertelg der falschen Lehre nicht alles
durchéasuere. Uebrigens redelt dep Apostel in der angefushrien
Stelle hiervon gar nicht, sondern er redet van denen,
walche die falsche Lehre in das Herz aufgenommen haben, Er
will nicht sagen, desz, wenn eine Talsche Lehre in giner
Khirche gepredigt wird, dadurch alle anderen Lehren vorpe
schlungen wuerden, UWenn einer freilich einen Irrthum in
das Herz aufgenommenchat, so kanm er in Wirklichkeit kelng
einzige Lehre rein haben.22 -

In the end, it is to the soriptural ébntext of the verse to which
Walther referred to give a final interpretation of this passsge.
The pther point to which this writer will draw attention is

Lange's attack on Missouri's doctrine on election. (Ses Appendix

o the oft oited

pe ilie, VIj po xa, VIJHere Lanpe refers
statement in the 1868 proceedings of Missouri's Northern District,
This was a bone of contention for a long time, and again doring the
election controversy, Agpsriotilt Missourl confessed itself to the
double predestinationism of Calvin, Hub the real belief of Missouri
was contained in that report, as Franz Pieper made clear o Proeses
Bading in a letter to him. Koehler's history contains this paragraph
of that letter:
In the Report of the Northern District of the year 1868,

P. 23, the remark of Luther that it originally gpes back 4o

the eternal forsknowledge of God who is to believe and who

is not, is followsd by the sentence: "If it goes hack to

(divine) foreknowledge who is to believe, then surely also,

who is not te belisve." This sentence, taken by itself,
might be interpreted by some one to the effect that beoause
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(His) forekmpwledge is a pause pf Faith, it likewise is

the cause of origin of unbelief. This deductitin, however,
the Report itself at once repudiates as wrong on the very
same page: "If, according to the witness of the Formula of
Concord eternal election by grace is the cause of the elect's
salvation and whatsoever belongs thereto, brings it about,
works, helps, and promotes it, it does not Follow therefrom
that the cause which brings about The dampetion of the ree
probate is the sternal election of God; that is Balvinistic
doctrine, Rather, the cause is the wicked will of the un-
godly." This sentdnoe: "If it goes back to (divine) fopge
knowledge who is to believe, then surely also, who is not

to believe® Bence must be denoted as wronig gnd not expressive
of the Bynod's ppinion.2s

It is interesting %o note that the mother chureh in Lebanon
left the Missouri fellowship under Linkls successor, Allwardt. It
Joirned hands with the Ohio synod during this glectlon controversy,

Folliwing “kher specific complaints against Wiseonsin Lange
stated nine demands which his synod would have to Fulfill in ope
der to keep him. (see p. ii). Not likely, Among the demands was
this that Wissonsin break off relations with Missouri.

Y

When the Wisconsin synod assembled in 1870, they had this letter
Por study. The committee made the Following report:

Die Committee, welcher die Eingabe des Herrn Pastor 4.
Lange zur Berichierstattung usbergeben wurde, hat dieselbe
geprueft, und Findet, dasz Herr Pagtor Lange mit unserer
synode weder in Lehre noch in Praxis einig ist, sondern
verlangt dasz die Synode ihre Lehre und Prazis aufgebe und
gendere, widrigenfalls er aus der Synode suszutreten sich
genoethigt sehe. Da aber die Synode ohigem Ansinnen nichi
entsprachen kann, so empfiehlt die Committee, dasz die
Austritiserklaerung des Herrn Pastor Lange angenommen und
sein Neme von der Liste der Bynodalglisder gestrichen werde.

H. Adelberg, Lo Oppen,
Sprengling, Co Lemke, 24

As the men deliberated on this matter three ppinions prystalized,
Some thought they should have suspended Pastor Lange a long time

ago 50 he couldn't meke his "Austritt? conditional, Ancther proup

thought they should deal with him according to Matthew 18, The
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third opinion was that which the committee suppported. They
disregarded the second opinion because Matthew 18 could ot apply
in this case. They could not excommunicate him because "ZUgehperige-
keit zur Synode nur ein menschliches Verhasltnisz sei, das einer
nach Belisben loesen koenne', That is an interesting remark!l

The men wade short work of Pastor Lange. There just wasn't
much more to say. Synod accepted his withdrawal which had been
made effective by thelr inactioniregarding his demends. In Sepe
tamber of 1870 the congregation sent Bading its rmguast for release
from the synmﬂ¢25 The 1871 convention acknowledged it alsc. Pastor
Lange ahd‘ﬁta Matthew's became members of the Buffalo Synod.
The congregation no longer exists. It may have disbended or marged
with an existing church. As for Lange, he went on to Buffala, N.Y.,
and to Manchester, Michigan, where he had his chances foumold
pastors in his own image. But those were shortlived opportunities.
This writer lost track of the man after his dapartufa from the

Michigan Synod in 1888,
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