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Kitty Hawk, North Carolina --— December 17, 1903. Orville
Wright climbs into his bi-~plane, “The Flyer,"” and if the words
are not actually spoken, a few spectators are no doubt thinking,
"It will never get off the ground." Despite the skepticism "The
Flyer” lived up to its name and the rest is history.

During the early history of what is now Living Word Evangelical
Lutheran Church there were those of us who thought to ourselves,
and a few who actually stated, that our little mission in the
Marin/Sonoma counties of northern Califormnia would never ''get off
the ground.!" And for good reason. For several years the growth
‘€§f ﬁhé“mission,was,minimalZWhile the set backs were plentiful.
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II. THE YEARS OF STRUGGLE; we will cover the time period between
November of 1970 to March of 1975, during which Living Word oper-
ated as a ward of the California Mission Board in an  exploratory
status. And finally, III. FORMAL ORGANIZATION AND SUBSEQUENT
HIéTORY; we will cover the time period between Mérch 1975 to
October of 1981, during which Living Word was granted mission

status, called her first pastor and built her chapel.

I. THE BEGINNING: August, 1969 ~ October, 1970

In August of 1969 there were 32 WELS churches operating in
the state of California. WNone, however, were operating in Marin
County, an area along the coast of California just north of San
FRancisco (see map). When WELS members moved into Marin County
and wanted to attend church, they were faced with a few options.
'7 The£e was a WELS church in BElmont, approxiﬁately'50'miles to ‘the

Eléoﬁfﬁ of Marin. But thatfmeantnat least a‘dne hour trip bne'wéY:
nu ‘ 0f*it thT0ughfthe~CitY'§ffSénfﬁraﬁcisco._ Tﬁere w?sygiso a.

yreaching station" east of Marin County in the city of Concord.
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a WELS mission in Marin. The Marggrafs told Rev. Waldschmidt that
they were comfortable attending a Missouri Synod church for the
time being and thanked him for his concern. .

The 1969 Missouri Synod Convention in Dénver left the Marggrafs
feeling less than comfortable attending a Missouri Synod church.
The reader will remember that at that convention Jacob A. O. Preus,
Jr. was elected president of the Missouri Synod. This was an
apparent victory for the conservatives of the LC-MS, for Preus was
supposedly the man who would return Missouri to its traditiomnal
moorings. The convention then turned about-face and, despite the
objections of the new president, voted to declare fellowship with
the American Lutheran Church.

Our family from Marin felt that it was now time to.get out of .
the Missouri Synod and into a WELS church.despite any inconveniences‘

there might be. On August 14 1969, they and another couple, Maj.

and Mrs. Irwin Swett, who were also dlssatl,fled~w1th the Mlssour1 ”  v‘

Synod, traved to Belmont to askkR v; Waldschmldt,what would all beﬁin; fﬂ

. olved in beglnnlng a WELS m1s_ ' { 1;f‘7,_f’  ;;On August 21’
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off the street and began yelling at the worshippers and Pastor
Waldschmidt. If we would have believed in such a tﬁing, we would
have called it an omen of things to come. |

For the next three Sundays the Marin group continued meeting
at the Novato Community House. At this time they also began doing
things every mission does when it organizes. The group began ad-
vertising in the newspaper, it elected officers, it made plans
for Sunday School and bible class, and it chose a name for itself--
"The Church of the Living Word (Lutheran)." Perhaps the one thing
the group didn't give enough thought to was their own status. 1In
the eyes of the California Mission Board and the General Board for
Home Missions the Marin group was.an "exploratory mission." This
meant, of course, that after abQUt sixfmonths the work in Marin
«would be evaluated b&€th¢,CMBga#d;fhén?a decision would be made

 asﬂto-whetherfworkashbﬁidf¢6gtiﬁﬁé{fﬁéfe;7{The~Marin;group, however,
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~to moving to such a place, there was one major advantage that out-
weighed them all--~the facility was rent free.

During the spring, summer and fall months, worship services
were held at 8:30 AM, allowing enough time for Pastor Waldschmidt
to return for his 11:00 AM service at Belmont. The writer remembers
having to arrive at Cloud 5 at 7:30 AM in order to help clean up
the remains of parties from the night before so the social room
would look more like a place of worship and less like a dance hall.
Even at that early hour it was evident that some people were still
enjoying themselves downstairs and the sound of clinking glasses
and loud laughter was typical accompaniment to our worship services
upstairs. On one occasion, in the middle of Pastof's sermon,
country-western music startediblaring from the speakers in our
upstairs room at about 500 decibels. We though Judgment Day had
arrived. Apparently someone was playing the jukebox downstairs
4anq accidently flipped the switch for the upstairs speakers.
Needless to say, the eleven months spent above Cloud 5
were interesting for the Church\of the Living Word, thoﬁgh humanly

‘speaking, unproductive5 Numerically, we lost.one of our three

 familes, but we picked up another and one individual.  The high-

1amé year a lady failed to negdtiate'a’turn

fi&rin}andyg;ashedrhey carfthrough'ogelof;thefwin-




dows of the bank. The first object that was hit was a small elec-
tric organ belonging to Living Word. The organ was comp1ete1y
destroyed but the church was fortunate in that it only had five
more payments on the organ and it was still covered by insurance.
Welwere reimbursed for the full amount of the orgenw The local
paper gave several paragraphs of publicity under the heading,
"BANK CRASH FORCES CHURCH INTO HOME." As a result, there were
ecumenical offers for use of facilities made by the Episcopalians,
the Roman Catholics and even the LC-~MS church the founding members
had left! The Church of the Living Werd had planned to move to a
more populated area and the bank crash gave them an excuse to get
at it sooner. On October 18, 1970, the mission held its first
church service at the Marin Community House of Marinwood.

It's been over a year since the Church of the‘Living Word
formed and you may be Wondering about the California Mission
/ Board's evaluatlon and assessment of the whole situation. As far
feas I can tell there ‘wasn't any.f In a bulletin dated January 4,

1970 Waldschmldt-‘? - tates s

nAs of Janua'y ,e970 th1s sma11;group became a part of the
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. They started out

Anyway, by October of 1970, about the same time of the bank
crash, the members of Gloria Dei felt they were strbhg enough and
wanted Pastor Waldschmidt not to devote so much of his time to the
Church of the Living Word. Pastor Waldschmidt agreed that it was
now time to turn Living Word over exclusively to the California
Mission Board. For, as he stated in a letter to the CMB, "This
field still has not been ‘explored.'" True, he had conducted ser-
vices, confirmation classes and Bible classes, but real exploratory
work--canvassing, calling, ad campaigns, etc.,--~had not been done
in Marin.

The prospect of becoming shepherdless was a little upsetting
to some of the members in Marin. Perﬁaps because their situation
was not the "norm" as far as new missions were concerned. Most
missions I've heéfdboffstaft~out without a pastor and then eventually

' get one;  For:th¢‘Chﬁr§h3qf-the1LiVing,Word the opposite happened.

h aﬁpéstbrFWhQQSérVed“them,almost full time.
 ftheyjhaq~t0;g ,ackftbfWhereﬁthéyjshould:havewstarted——as an
 iﬁéyuse_ofJagpastor. So on

is last sermon as
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members why they didn't start with the help of the California Mis-
sion Board or the GBHM, they:replied, "We simply didn't know that

was the way to start a mission.”

Despite all the COnfusion, mishaps,gand wandering;”the Church
of the Living Word had made a beginning. And now, in a sense, they
would be making a new‘beginning as an exploratory mission of the

CMB, which is the subject of chapter IT.
II. THE YEARS OF STRUGGLE: ©November, 1970 - March, 1975

o Beginning in November of 1970,the Church of theoLiving;Word _o

_‘fbecame a-ward of the Callfornla MlSSlon Board in an exploratory i

ne pastor alone, they were“ser




Almost all of them were from an LC-MS church in Petaluma that was
having trouble with its new liberal pastor. Unfortﬁﬁately, thef 
stream of Missouri "dissidents" we had hoped for turﬁed out td;ﬁel
no more than a trickle and the membership roster remained pretﬁ&
much fixed for the next three years. A statistical report for1 
1972 shows that the mission had 19 souls, 12 communicants, and“ani‘
average per Sunday attendance of 12.
I1f you'‘re wondering why the Church of the Living Word dldn’t
make its presence known in Petaluma as soon as trouble started :
brewing there in the LC-~MS church, it should be remembered thaf 
the founding members of Living Word were all from‘Marin and if
at all possible they would have liked to see the mission take

root and grow there. Stlll I have often wondered What Woul

 hward\to Petaluma




day afternoon, before the evening service, canvassing, making fol~
low-up calls, etc. The 1aity were involved also. On Jaﬁuaryb13,
1973, Vicar Brian Terrell of our church in Santa Clara ofganized
a canvass with the young people from our area churches; ;He'
coﬁcentrated the canvass in the immediate vicinity of our church
in Ignacio. But as far as human eyes can see, the WOrk ﬁrought
by these servants of the Lord was in vain. Not one '"good" pros-
pect was found. What was needed was someone who could devote all
of his time, not just Sunday afternoons, to seeing whether there
was mission potential in Marin.County.

In March of 1973 the California Mission Board decided to
bring such a man to Living Word. That man was Pastor Hugo M.

Warnke, formally of the LC—MS ~who was called by WELS,tQ;serve

las "Mlss10n Developer" 1n CallfOTnld. Previous flelds he developed




out, enrollment more than doubled from the first day to the last,
with a high of 49. But again, no prospects wéfé fbund for church
membership. But the members of Living Word‘didn't’view this as

a failure. Fach child ended those two Weéks,muchwricher than

when he came the first day. And for the first~time the congregation
as a whole felt like it was doing something productive.

Warnke's next move was to move Living Word back to the Marin
Community House of Marinwood. He felt it was imperative to have
Sunday services in the morning which was impossible at Ignacio.
He also felt that the Marinwood area of Marin hadn't been tho-
roughly “explored." Our first service there for the second time
around was held on September 2, 1973.

Later that fall Warnke ofganiz§d,a.canvass,*again utilizing

.the”young;people from,our<ChurChééysouth~Qf’Maring7,Againzthe

‘results of the canvass were discouragiy

'ijQ gOhiDé¢éﬁ§er 30;,1973&
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a vicar would come to conduct the service and distribute communion.
One thing stands out in the mind of the writer.éoncerning tho§e
services at the Marin Community House. The altar in‘our worship |
area at the Community House was right against a window that over-
looked the path to the Marin Community Pool. It was hard to con-
centrate on those taped sermouns when people in bathing suifs were
walking behind the altar.
In the early fall of 1974, member Elaine Wilson suggested
that Living Word move out of Marin County and give Petaluma a try.
She and her family were from Petaluma and they apparently knew that
the LC~-MS church up there was still having trouble with their lib-

eral pastor. Members were actualily breaking away from the church.

~Since it was generallYgfeltﬂthétﬁany;morevtime~or]efforfﬁspent*in :

B

~Marin wduld'be3waSt¢d 

tlme ‘headed north






