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Inspector Martin Eickmann

“Er War Ein Treuer Hann”

There are many many faces, names and personalities
which make up the vast collage of pastors and teachers in
the Wisconsin Evangelical Synod. Each in their own way
have contributed to the spreading of the Gospel of Christ
and to the equipping of the saints for their role in the
Maker’s plans. It would be fitting and beneficial to have
a written history and description of the lives of all of
these shepherds, because much of their lives and especially
their faith could serve as an example for us as fellow
believers to emulate.

What I have chosen to do in this papevré?ve a
biocgraphy of one of these men from the history of our synod
in arder to view his life of dedication and faithfulness to
his Lord and to his calling. The man I have chosen to set
before you is Martin Christian Eickmann. This man was, as
the Gemnsinds Rlatt described him, "Ein Treusr Mann." *

This paper will ﬁroceed by looking at three
sgparate phases in this man’s lifej; his early life and
education, his parish ministry and finally his
inspectorship at Northwestern Caollege. In each of these
three divisions we can see Martin Eickmann as a model of
Christian perseverance and faithfulness.

Martin Christian Eickmann was born the first child

to Christian Fredrich Eickmann (May 13, 1838 - April 2z,



1902 and Wilhemine Christine nee Neumann (April 24, 1838 -
August 10, 1899y, He was born ane year after the marriage
aof his parents on the Zist of September, 1859 in
Friedensdaor £ in the pravince o f Erandenburg Germany. He
was baptized four days later an September 23, 1853, =

Some of Martin’s fondest childheod menories were
recollectiong of time spent in the broad city of
Friedensdorf with its ane large street running through it.
It was also here that Martin learned wﬁat would prove to be
the rock that he would base his faith upon., Here hig
Parents were membersg of congregation of the Breslausyr
Freikircks, = In thisg strong ~enservative Lutheran faith,
his parents would raise and instruct not only Martin, but
also his three brothers, Christian, Wilhelm and Albert, and
one sister, Marig, =

The Eickmann family later moved to Berlin far a
short while until their departure from HGermany to the
United States. They boarded a steamship on June 24, 1366
and headed for their new home. = Although the trip provéd
unevent ful, the entry of the trip into the family Bible
seems to show a little of the excitement and the
apprehension facing this young German family. "gpn zg Juni
1856 verlissseyp Wir Deutobhland und landsten amp 715 Juli 1855
in New York, dmerika. Gott erhalf'an: ferper in seipe
Gnade." &

The family =con left Mew Yark and moved Yo Fand dy

Lac, WI where Martin’g father, Christian, took up his trade



as a wagon maker. There they lived until sometime in the
year 1875, The family next moved frem their home in Fond
du Lac to a farm located one mile north of Deshler,
Nebraska. There Christian took up farming and the Eickmann
family set deown their roots. 7

Martin’s entire education was full of Christian
teaching and discipline. His childhood education was
rsupplied in the paracchial schools of Fond du Lac and
Deshler. After graduating from the parcchial échools,
Martin enrolled in the high school at Waterteown where he
was confirmed while a student. ® His teachers at
Northwestern quickly noticed his "eiserpen Fleiss" and his
"peinliche Geuissenhafﬁigkeit."

Mzney seems to have been hard to come by far
putting Martin through school.  This would be nothing
unusual for this time in history except for the influence
it had cn>Martin. His teachers noted that although he
struggled continuously with finances, this seemed to make
him study all the harder at his lesscong., =

Martin’s faithfulness to his studies and hig
Ferseverance in epite of various troubles help to give us
Just a glimpse of the attitudes and presuppmsitions Wwith
which he approached the work of the Lard. His dedication
and willingness to learn could indeed serve as a gouzd
example for all who study God’'s Word. A pastor as well
might benefit greatly if in his own perscnal study and

Preparaticn there could be found evidences of "eisernen



Martin graduated with his czlass from Northwestern
College in iB7%. He entered into the seminary, which at
that time was in Milwaukee. He graduated from the seminary
in 188%. *°

On March 12, 188%, Martin received a call to St.
John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Town Center, WI. It is
interesting to note that the call came before he was
finished with his schooling. What is more is that even as
parly as 1881, his address was given as Town Center. **
This early date seems only to be exwplained by an incidental
paragraph in the history of St. John’s which states that
Martin was a “vicar for one year." *®

There is no doubt that the young Martin Eickmann
was very popular in this small yet growing community. In a
letter to President Bading on the 7th of February, 188%,
the president of the congregation, Carl EBEahmland, reporis
the following, "I hereby inform you that the congregation
unanimausly called Mr. Eickmann and that each man and
woman, young and old, praised the young student.”

The prematureness of Martin’s call from seminary
may in part be explained by three things. One was that
there was going to be & shortage of pastors from the
seminary that year. The second reason was that the
congregation wasz just beginning to heal from a split brougt
about by a dispute over the church property. Finally, the

congregation already knew and liked Martin.



Although the congregation wanted to have their
pastor there as soon as possible, nonetheless Martin
returned to finish his studies. During that time, Fastor
Richard Siegler filled in the vacancies until Martin could
graduate and assume his role as their pastor. @

Martin’s first call was not the only thing that was
new in his life that year. It was on the 26th of Octaober,
1882 that Martin married Emma Melida Eberhardt (October
27,1363 - September 22,139453. This blessed and happy
cccasion took place in the Evangelical Lutheran 8t Feter’s
Church in Fond du Lac, by Fastor Fh., Hoelzel, who preached
cn Ps 35:23 for the text. *

It is through the memories of Emma Elckmann as
passed down to her son, Faul . Eickmann and compiled by
her daughter—-in-law, Emily F. Eickmann, that we receive
this first impression of the newljﬁwed’s arrival in Town
Center.

"Martin and Emma went there immediately

following their marriage and arrived there after
dark on a cold evening. GSrandma was esighteen
years old, having celebrated her eighteenth
birthday the day before their wedding. They were
met by one of the elders of the cangregation who
took them immediately to the schoolhouse, part of
which had been remodeled into their living
gquarters. The floors were the unfinished floors
of the schoolroom and Grandma commented that  they
were muddy. The elder replied that all they
needed was a good scrubbing.t *®

fis Martin and his new wife soon found out, scorubbing the

muddy floors would be one of the simpler things that needed

to be done at Town Center. Yet in the days ahead, Martin



would continue his steady progress toward what needed to be
done. His commitment and perseverance would keep his
duties before him.:
Martin Eickmann was ordained and installed on
Cantate Sunday, 1882. His duties included serving not the
one but actually three congregations; Town Center, Black
Creek and the church in Ellington. *&
Aside from his usual teaching of Confirmation
Class, Pastor Martin Eickmann also served as the teacher of
all the day school classes, whose classrooms where in the
same building as his home. *7 There were even studentswho
lived with the family during the week because the distance
7T hese stodents
was too great for daily travel, whbe paid in produce for
their vyoom and board. *@
Not only was the work load tough but the financial
income was scarce.
Fand and wood for fuel were the largest part
of their salary.... Martin had worn his overcoat
for many year in school so that it was worn
threadbare but there was no money to purchase a
replacement. Grandma ripped it, carefully washed
Lhe pieces and sewed 1t together again on the
wrong side by hand as she had no sewing machine.
Many years later when she told me this, she did
sz Wwith an air of pride that it turned out so
well., *¥®
Yet through all of these hardships, this man of God
continued to preach and teach God's Word. And as he did,
the Lord blessed his faithfulness by granting an increase

to the congregations in members.

In March =f 1882, a letter was written to Fresident



Boding which voiced a plea for the Gesangbuch to be printed

avthor
with a melody line. Although the man was sincere in his

request, the comments and arguments which he presents seem
somewhat humeorcous. At the same time they show ;QXé af the
small obstacles Martin faced.
The request is made an the basis of twa points.

First of all, there are many different kinds of Germans
gathered together in this congregation.  Each one of these
has learned a different melody. Secondly, his point is
this, "because every honorable pastor is also laden with

human weakness. " =°

The request then proceeds with an example of the
pastor in his own church, Martin Eickmann.

He has 3-4 congregations, preaches mornings in
his home church, has a cold upon his chest, 3o
that his voice is weak, then drives, after he has
become virtually weak from preaching, to his next
congregation, should we then say in storm and,

_rain, and his condition gets worse, he, already
weak, begins to sing but his vaice fails him, now
however the shepherd and his flack, each one has
his =wn melody. ... The dear pastor summons up
whatever he can, must still go to the third
cangregation Cin weather?, as now however, when
becaucse of his illness is no longer able to sing.
A6 weakness in our church, many a scoffer indeed
has his mockery over this, and falls into sin
instead of having comfart for his poor soul v e .
if we would have a Gesangbuch Wwith notes, many a
congregation member, who has learned the notes or
still wants to learn them, could falthfully
support his dear pastor and song leader, if the
pastor desires this. =

in many cases, it is the little things, such as a weak,

worn voice, € scantness of caily necessities and an

averabundance of cobligaticns that add up to frustration.



Yet the faithful man pressed onward.

By 1884, a new school was needed because of the
increasing number of children who were attending. It was
at this time that their pastor asked that the congregation
call a full time teacher to serve the children. This would
alss free himself up for more time to do pastoral duties.
But the members of the congregation voted it down.  Go
Martin continued to serve as both Péstor Eickmann and
teacher Eickmann as well. ==

One more responsibility was added to Martin’s waork
load in his latter years at Town Center. In the election
af Synod officers of 1883, the Synod elected Martin
Eickmann as Synod secretary. % In 1895, his duties with
the Synod expanded even more while he was serving his
congregations in Menomonie. There he was called ta be one
of fouwr men to assist the superintendgg-mf the church
extension program. =%

The collective histories af 8t. John's
congregations seem to think that it was because of the
combined and enormous amount of his responsibilities, that
in 1991, their pastor accepted a call to anather
congregation.  That congregation was St. Faul’s in
Menomonie, WI. Again, Jjust as in Town Center, St. Faul’s
was not the only congregation which Martin was to serve.
His call also included the congregaticons at Beyer's
Settlement and at Iron Creek. =%

Here once again, the Lord blessed the congregaticons



under the care of this faithful man. In 1838, Martin
succeeded in separating 5t. Faul’s and the Beyer Settlement
~ Iron Creek into two separate congregations. Fallowing
this division, Martin remained the pastor of St. Faul’s. =€

St. kKatharine's was the congragation which headed
Beyer’s Settlement. During the first few months of St.
Fathatrine’s new independence, Martin Eickmann worked
closely with the leaders of the congregation. Martin’s awn
home was wzed az the rendezvous for the Jjoint meetings
where the finances, the buildings and the calling of the
new pastor were discussed and acted uwpon.  In November of
1898, Martin Eickmann installed the Rev Geo. Firschhke as
the pastor of 8t. Katherine’s. =7

During the years he spent in Town Center and in
Menomonie, the Lord was not only blessing the congregations
Martin was serving, but he was also blessing Mértin and
Emma. From the 17th of December, 1884 to the 25 of June
1902, %he Lord blessed his servants with S sons, Harmld,
Martin, Wilhelm, Faul and Gerhard, and Z daughters, Anna
and Frida. =8 "The alder children especially had happy
memories of the years spent here (Menomonie) when their
father was able to %e devote some time to his family. He
made pastoral calls with a horse and buggy, often taking
one of the children with him.'" =%

Of speciai note is Faul Gerhard Eickmann who was
tha 4th son of Martin. ‘aul served as a professor at NWC

168
fraom 19247. Faul &rs son, Faul E., is currently a



professor at Northwestern.

Martin Eickmann's next call would take hiim back to
his alma mater at Watertown. There he would hecome the
Ingpector and a professor. In order to understand the
atmosphere which was prevalent at the time he took over the
position, a little background is neﬁessary.

The cof fice of inspector at NWC was in and of itself
a diffi:uit task. The inspector was "to preserve order in
the dormitory and to serve there in loco parentis, as a
father to the students, who ranged in ages from thirteen to
twenty—three or more.” 22 In the 1305\4 school year when
Martin accepted the call, there were 161 students at the
College, all living under.the same o, Included in that
task of béing a pseudo parent was also the responsibility
of teaching a limited number of classes and tutaring
whoever may be having troubles with their studies.

The concept of an inspector at the dormitory had
been araound from the beginning of the school. But there
was a great amount of hesitation to make this a separate
calling from that of the director of Northwestern. The
fear that a conflict might arise between the two positions
meant that a professor would have to also assume the
responsibilities of the instructor. @2

In 1866 the Syncod called Adalf Hoenecke to be the
first of seven men ta serve this hybrid position. The
first years went by with relatively "few" disturbances.

Still there is no doubt that the men serving during the



first few years wvere continuously kept on their toes, for
such is the life of a supervisor. Eut it was during the
years fram 18995-1903 that there ceemed to be an outbreak o f
of misconduct among the students. 9=

The causes for these treoubl esome years may be a
coambination of many factors. During this time there were
three resignaticns from the inspectorship. A large numbey
of different men in charge c©an net help but bring trouble.
Different styles of discipline and different personalities
«f the "discipliners” quite often lead to a lack of
discipline itself.

There was an assignment of authority to young men
over other students who were =nly slightly yaounger in age.

It is easy to seé hoﬂﬁrablem situaticns could easily

arise. Add to that the mverburdening of the inzpector with
his routine work, dormitory cupervision and over and above
that ﬁis classroom duties. ALl these bhéugpotentially
voldtile situations thraown together into one short time
pericd took a toll on discipline. =%

one final unstable element that had an effect on
the disorder that surrounded the dorm life was the
character of the students themselves. Although many of the
students were raised with a good Herman respect for
authority, there were =till trouble makers to be found.
Frofessor Kowalke has this to say:

Yupervision was made the more difficult

because most of the students were preparing for
the ministry, and it was quite generally evpected



of such students, regardless of their age, that
they be models of good behavior.  Not
infrequently, especially in the early years, baoys
would be sent to Northwestern because they had
become problems too hard to handle at home., 3%

To maintain order and discipline was the duty of
the inspector. In speaking about this office, all the
predecessors of Martin Eickmann agreed that

Mo position in the ecaonomy of our institution

is as difficult and as full of worry as this cne.
There are seven working days in every week and
every day is virtually a working day of 24 hours.
It requives rugged strength of body and character
to do this year after year, and above that it
requires sacrificing devotion of the highest
ordey.® 29
With this as the background and the summary of the call, we
can easily see that the position was going to take, as
Foshler discribes it, "a man of unusual personality and
talents." =&

In 13990, the board at Northwestern College sent a
call to Rev. Martin Eickmann to hold the position of
Inspector at Northwestern. But Martin returned this call.
27 In 1903, again the college sent st the call to Martin
Eickmann. This time he accepted the call. Martin Eickmann
arrived in Watertown on October 15, 1303 and was installed
as Ingpector in that same month. @€

Martin took to the task with the same vigor and
enthusiasm with which he had attacked his ministry. A
dizcripbion of his selflessness and tireless devotion has

been captured quite well by PFrofessor Howalke when he

wrate,



It was a dictum often expressed that the
inspector was to be & fathey to Lhe students, and
that was often taken literally to mean that he
was to be held responsible for the health,
morality and academic progress af the boys under
his care. Being utterly conscientious, Frofessor
Eickmann did attempt ta be the paragon that many
parents and pastors expected him to be. When
admonished to allow himself more time for rest,
he replied that he could not rest at ease at
night until he kneaw that every student was back
in the building where he was supposed to be.

Each morning after the six o’clock bell he would
make the rounds of every bedroom on the three
floors of both buildings and rouse the sleepers,
and often enough he would pay same heavy sleeper
a second or third visit in order to get him up
and at his business. Those who reported sick
required his special attenticn. In the evening
after chapel exercises, which he always caonducted
himsel f, the routine of making the rounds on
three floors, this time of the study rooms, Was
repeated. At least once each evening he would
make the rounds of the buildings and account far
gvery perechn in every voon. Very often a second
or third trip would be necessity to some remote
part o=f the building to round up some ervant
student. 2%

pfeide from the rmutineAsupervision, Martin had
duties as cne of the teachers there at Narthwestérn. Those
duties included carring a class lmad of twelve hours. =%
These classes included teaching Latin, Religion and German.
“1

or diESteu\y

The Easenmf Martins work as inspector was directly
related to the different actions =f the board and
activities of the college. For example, Martin’s wark was
naﬁ made any easier when in 19303, the board of contral
banned the playing of football. The resclution of the
bmard seems to have come across in such a way that it made

soame believe that football wiould be banned forever. But



due to the insistence of Inspector Eickmann, "forever'" only
lasted for ocne season. His insistance was on the grounds
that "his difficult task of Inspector was not made any
gasier in the fall when young men with laots of enerqy
gidn’t have a good way to channel that energy except
through miszchief.” <2 In 1204 the game was once again
establ isned.

Martin soon became caught up in another undertaking
at the schﬁol. In the synod meeting of 1303 in Appleton,
the synod approved %25,000 for a new dormitory. The old
dovm, which had been built in 1875, was not able to house
all of the students. In 1904 there were as many as zZU boy
living off of campus becéuse there was no room. Other
points of consideration were that the old dorm did not
have bathing facilities and the toilets were located
cutside. ==

In 1304, Martin became the prodding stick for the
Synod to get them to take action on the new dorm.  An
especially heavy incidence of calds, sore throats, and
other sicknesses during the 1303 school year provided a
very sound and hard to refute argument. A special
synodical meeting was called iny November of 1304.
President Ernst and Inspector Eickmann had been designated
to lay the needs of the college before the Synod. They
submitted sketches ihat provided for a building "large
encugh . to accommodate 150 boys, with showers, lockers, an

office, a recepticon voom, music rooms on & fourth floor, a



1uggaéeiraum, and lavatories on each of the three floors."
aa

Upon seeing these plans, the Synod voted to up the
funds to $50,000. On May 15, 1903 the cornerstone for the
new dorm was laid. By bﬁtdger,‘the dorm was being
occupied. =%

This new dorm added many modern conveniences which
most of the students did not have at home. It also added
extra work to the Inspectar’s work locad. He now had more
rounds to make over a larger distarnce. UOne also hears of
how the board at one time decided that Frofessor Eickmann
was to collect S cents from each student who wished to take
a shower on the designated zhower days of Neanesday and
Saturday. Often practices such as these soon fadaed away
but the increased responsibilities of the larger dorm still
remained. “#®

Sometime in the month of February of 1907, a
student veturned from home having been in contact with
small pox and came down with the discase. Understandably
s, bthere was much evwcitement in the colleqe and in the
city as well. One of the students vefused to be vaccinated
and although he was isolated, he did contraczt the disease.
The board of control minutes record the events which
followed in this way, "Now there was near panic. During
the night before the guarantine was declared, some twenty
students, mostly tertianers, rvan away from school and went

to their homes." =7



The same boy who had opposed getting the
vaccination was alsc one of the youth who was a trouble
maker. This boy was suspended not anly because of his
cefusal to submit to the vaccination but because of '"his
constant rebellion against Frofessor Eickmann.” *®  His

cl

h

ssmates, however, did not see this as an app%upriate
reason for suspension so they baycotted classes for one
day. The faculty and most of the studemts, with the
exception of the students class, "took the whole matter in
their stride, stood by Frof Eickmann, the inspectaor.” @2

1t was no hard to see that Frofessor BEickmann was
very perscnally attached to his young men. in the riay =9,
1907 minutes of the Board of Control, it is reported that
"A thief had got into Frof. Eickmann's office and stole %79
from his desk. This money belonged to students and was
kept there for safety. Frof. Eickmann felt abligated to
reimburse the students out of his own pocket.” =°

What I have shown you are Jjust a few mf'the
different things which happened in the life of this
Inspector. There are more cases of sickness, such as the
scarlet fever which hit tﬁe dorm in 1910. There are more
cases of insubordination as recovded in the faculty minutes
of 1909, There are other incidents of theft as in the
Faculty minutes of 1303. But nao matter what the trouble
was, simple or severe, through it all there was one man who
was always there for the boys. He was the cone wha

aisciplined them, rebuked them, stood by them and loved



them.

The Eickmann household was not a safe refuge from
the reaches and demands of Martin’s wark either. Families
of students who came from some distance to visit their sons
were always invited to stay overnight at the inspectors
houss.  The younger childrén were often moved ocut of their
beds to make room for unexpected guests. The story is told
by cne of the children of how at times they even had tao cut
in half the double blankets which lay across their beds in
order to have encugh for all of their guests. =2

Just after the small pox plague of 13907 had hit the
dorm, three of the boys came down with prneumonia. One of
those boys was moved into Frofessor Eickmann’s house for
him to be nursed back te health. All of these things
Martin Eickmann did in love and faithfulness to his
calling. He immersed himself in his "work" and his life
revolved arcund it.

UOne note should be made here‘ta be, d4f—petrhing
etsey a gentle reminder to those who would likewise
feverishly involve themselves in their work. Although the
bays of the school were blessed immensely by the love and
attention of this faithful man, his family suffered because
if it as well.

His family saw almost nothing of him as he ate

all of his meals with the students and spent the
evening hours in his office at the dorm in crder
to be available to the students. Occasionally he

had Sunday dinner with his family and came home
for an hour or two after the noon meal. &2



Orne of those children "hkeenly" felt his father’s absence.
Years later when older graduates would retuwrn to campus and
tell stories of about his father and how much his coungél
and gentle discipline meant to them, he felt deprived of
his father’s companicnship. ©9

There is no doubt that the grief, the worry and the
constant attentiveness of & dormitory supervisor is a great
and heavy locad to bear. Martin often toock daily walks to
relieve as much of that pressure as possible. ®*% His
year’s end vacation which he took with some of his friends
in Menomonie, no doubt served that same purpose as well. 59
The vote of confidence that was given to him by the Syncod
in the summer of 1307, also could only help to boost his
comnitment to press on. ®®  So faithfully this man, in the
service of his God, continued his labors day after day,
night a&fter night, year after year.

The Lord tock this "treusr mann" home to his
eternal rest while he slept on the Znd of June, 1915, at the
age of S8

Students had the first inkling that something

vas amiss the next morning when one after that
other awoke and looking at his watcoch noticed that
the time was long past six o’clock when the
inspector made his vounds to summon sleepers fram
dreamland with his bright call "dufstehn!/" and
the inevitable rap of his keys on the iron
bedsteads. ¥7
Although he had been feeling some what nervous and

tired for the past few days, and was ill on Tuesday,

neither his family nor his physician knew that his



condition was in any way dangerous. In faczt he was
confident that he was going to be getting better since it
was getting close to the end of the year when he could take
the time to relax a bit movre. @

Tuesday evening Martin Eickmann had presided aver
the chapel service. The next day when the students were
told that their beloved inspector had gone to be with his
‘Lord and that classes would be suspended, the whole campus
was "plunged intoc gloom.® About the only activity aon
campus that day was the draping of the front of the dorm in
Black and the lowering of the college flag and 0Old Glory to
half mast. =%

On Saturday, June 3th, a short ceremony was held in
the school Gym. Then the students and Professors in
procession walked to 8t. Mark's Church. Three sermons were
heard that day. First, Fastor J. Klingmann of 5t. Mark’s
preached wn Lk ZZ:4Z. Then Fastor G. Bergeman, the
president of the Synod, preached on Ko 14:8. Finally,
Frofessor A. F. Ernst, the president of Northwestern
College spoke of his sleaping colleague. Three choirs also
sang that day. One was aﬁ assembly of the Northwestern
students. The second was a quartet from Northwestern. The
third was the choir from 5t Mark’s. ©°

The procession then proceeded to the Lutheran
Lemetery near Watertown. From there the students returned
to theilr dorus.

Mlartin Lhristian Elchmann was truly a persistent



and untiring example of a man who was faithful to his Lord
and to his calling throughout his life. His memory is one
that is well to be remembered as an example for all to
follow., The poem that proceeded his death as found in the
June, 1915 issue of the Black and Red, summarizes this very
same thought.

In memories silent cove his noble name

Shall limger with us as & brilliant flame,

Ne’er more to die because of reverend love.

Within the golden portals there above,

His lovely soul abides in heavenly .Jjoy,

Which earthly strife shall nevermore alloy.

A Glorious fight this man of men with might

Hath waged that truth might live with truth’s cwn

right.

He’s gone.—— The falling footsteps heard no more

Fecall our gentle shepherd as of yore,

Aand in & vision clear we see his face,

Wnich frowned at wickedness and beames on worth.

Vould men but Tolliow, tred such as his pace,

Then notorious evils might decrease on earth.

This faithful shepherd of the flock of God served
his Lord thyvough the very last day of his life. His life
and faithfulness should truly serve as an example and a
goal to strive for in our own lives. When the time arrvives

that we also are called to be with our Lord may it also be

said of us that we were "treue Menschen."

YR thou faithful unto death and I will give thes @ craown

of life.” Rv Z:1Q
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