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nt types of migsion outreach work, such

ing Christian day schools, are olten used

Cur Antiguan mission, the strongest

the Caribbean, was
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Lutherans, a group of

sourl Synod when it began
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American Lutheran Church and who amalgamated

and ELS In the mid 1970°%s, adopted this

and cons ently had & presence in the Caribbean

equ

panlsh-speakling Puerto Rican mission.
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visiting people from other ins

missgionarlies during the 1980's baegin 1ooking
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other iglands as posszsible mission sightz. While there was a
strong Christian presence on most islands, there was very little
orthodoxy. Through contacts with relocated menbers from the
Antiguan congregation, our current mission on the Caribbean
island of St. Lucia was begun.

It is my intent in this essay to show how the mission in S5t.
Lucia was developed: 1ts beglnnings, nurturing and its

growth, The information found in thils work was
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Lrom corxrespondence and newsletters from the Caribbean area, the
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Atlantic District Mission Board, and the Board for Home
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inent among my sources was an interview
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conducted wlth Pastor Petey Kruschel, the Assistant Administrato
tor the Board for Home Misszions. Only direct guotes of the above

gsources will be fooinoted, with the understanding that most of
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the information contained

per came from these sources,
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It is my hope that the work accomplished

o

past decade will be an inspiration and catalyst for continued
growth in this area ripe for the harvest of souls for the Loxrd.

While this misslion, as every mission in the world, is unigue in

8. Lucis background: 8t. Lucia is a relatively small, but
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somewhat advanced island in the southexrn part of the Caribbe
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It's arvea covers approximately 238 sguare miles. It an

independent state which had it's beginnings as a French colony.

It was overrun by the English during the French and Indian War,

and became an Bnglish colony. English is the chief and official
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language on the island. An early letter from the South Atlantic

styict Mission Board to the Board for Home Missions staff gives
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given a higher priority.”

There ls a lavge Roman Catholic presence on the izland, with

a good number of Protestant religions and non-Christian
represented as well. The climate ls ldeal for the cultivation of
nd v

getables, making it self-sustaining with regard to
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food consunmption. The population on this island, made up of
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natives and expatriates, i1s in the majority

1t there is a small

!
lns
[
<

I
38

Sy
—
)
o

of people living on the island are na

ntage of Aslanzg and Buropsar

o
i
o
ot
<
fote
=
u
&
bung
o
¢t
st
-
3]
bt
5
b
W
=
o

L

Having thiz background of the lsland in nind, we can begin

o~

the interesting story of our mission work in 8t. Lucia.

The first contacts our synod men had with the people of
ucla came from two famllies who were expatriates living on the

island. The Suris and the Flemings were both expatriates from

stone” for them to get there. Establishing residence Lilrst on
Antigua, where there was a need for doctors, they and thelr
families were served by a non-WELS Lutheran layman by The name of
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Donovan., Donovan recelved his "tralining® from radio broadcasts
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WELS iated November
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of "The Lutheran Hour," and from some books he had obtained.

gathered many Lutherans around him on Antigua, and the Suris

the Flemings were among them. Donovan passed away in the late

1970's, and the families gravitated toward ocur mission in
Antigua, eventually becoming charter members of our St. John'
Church on the island.

In the early 1980's the doctors and thelr families left

Antigua and later btook up residence on St. Lucia. The letter

vt - lier helns o evynlailn the move:
menvionegg g LB feLps L0 SXDIaln Thae move:
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{for abow : . Lugia.
They may ﬁz&;‘ ab . returning “ﬂ 'W“a- some day, but
that day ] uture. They have
given up a iﬁ@ﬁ@hu& of Qamiag j.8. They tried
it and didn't £ind it to be the were looking

foxr.
While on Antigua, both families became close with Darrel

and Helen Dobberpuhl, WELS teachesrs sexving in Antigua. The

doctors kept In close contact with the Dobberpuhls. Upon

eturning to the United States, Helen Dobberpuhl wrote a

A

heartfellt letter to the Board for Home Missions
doctor friends' deslres to be served in 85T. Luclia.

currvent chalrzxman of Tthe Soulth Atlanti

Pastor Peter Kruschel, who had visited Antigua
vears before and had been serxved by the doctors there when hi

child became 111 on the trip. He, together with the Antigu
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coordinator Pastor John Huebner, while on a to in

these doctors, who by then had been Joined by another family o
Lutherans, the Rajus. All of these families lived nearby the

city of Castries, the chief city in 8%t. Lucia, and had set up &

clinic in that city. They expressed a slncere deslre to be

served to nurture thelr Lutheran falth on an island with no
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Lutheran presence on it. Soon Thereatter 1t was

something had to be done ) ] but dedicated group of
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Eruschel and Huebner alse had the opportunity to speak with
others during thelr trip to 8t. Lucia, n oa correspondence to

da

pard for Home Missions, they recalled the discussions they
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Latey in the lettexr, the two men recalled information on

on 8t. Lucia:
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These people genuinely want a Lutheran church for 3
Lucia, Wﬁgserhij are menbers of & ig
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faith of hi
v made the
. Lucia.”

Clearly, these Christians were pleading for help in thelr

Christian nurturing, & ples that would not go unnoticed.

Seeing the desires and needs of this small group of
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r3 in St. Lucla, Kruschel and Huebner, upon approval from

the Board for Home Missions, sel up a schedule with th
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missionarles serving in Antigua, Pastors Richard Seeger and Larry

»

Zesslin., The Antilguan missionariss would travel once or twice a

month to St. Lucia, where they would serve these people on a

limited but alined from the South
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Atlantic District Misslon Board, they would distribute Sunday

School, confizmation class and Bible class to the

1

doctors, so that they and thely children could be educated

s
T

true Word of God. Videotapes church services would
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also be shared,. for uze when rastors could noet be on bthe

1is time the pastors Irvom Antigua also visited

Grenada, where another prominent family from the Antlguan
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mission, the Syvlvesters, had tak
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recelved similar materials and sexvices.
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8t. Lucla became an extenszion of the Antiguan misslion,

help from the Scuth Atlantic District Misslon Board, plans were

discussed as to how the "mission® in 8t. Lucla might ach out to
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While the maljority of the peopls on

island were churched, there were many who were fallen-away

SN

The non-Christian forces alt work on the is

{Jehovahts Witnesses, Morwmons) were galning a foothold, and 1t

was bpelieved that this island would be a location with as much

for growth and fubure zeli-support as the mlssion on
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Antigua, although the numbers were not as large wit
Lucian "misslion."” Plans were discussed regarding advertising in

the local newspapexr, on local radio, and perhaps even on cable

televigion. A frvee medical clinlc was also discussed, with one

weel

. Support and ald also came from the lay people on Antlgua,

oy

who were very eager to reach out to other lslands, where they had

However, with the minimal manpower in Antigua, worsened by
occasional vacancles due to Antiguan misslonaries accepting calls

back to the mainland

success as far as

{and Grenada) continued until 19980, with
nurturing the few members, bult relatively little success in the
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e IS o2 om oresnlt af & vemdmesd Iy Fhe TOeasrod e
of 19%0, as a rezult of a reguesi by the Board for

18 and funding f£rom the P"LIift High the Cross®
offering, the Antiguan misszion was assigned s candidate from

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Matthew Wobeck, on a temporary
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Caribbean. In Octobery of 1990, Pastors David Kehl and Mark

Castries, B8t. Lucla, While there had been 1ittl
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misslion on 8t. Lucia, the Board for Home Missions decided

weekly pastoral care was needed. Pastor Peter Kruschel explains:

trxv to help

as possible.
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But by December, the misslonaries reallzed that it was

ifficult to carry on that work and at ths

same Time maintalin the congregation at Antlgua properly.
who has travelsd bheltween Antligua and 8t. Lucla says,

"To get from Antigua to 5t. Lucla reg
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and that's when everything is
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Trntervie Januvary 28,

conductedwith Pastor Peter

1994 in Milwaukes, WI,



concerns to the Board for Home Misslions, and it was decided tha

Pastor Wobeck would gerve on 5t. Lucla. He was to be guided and
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and be a pastor to the growlng flock on the island, untll

wnlt was completed. In additlion to his

shepherding duties, he was alsc fto more intensely explore the

island for outreach possibilities. This was the first ster
toward obtaining & full-time, permanent misslionary to sarve on

Growth was seen with this method of mission work, and 1in

o i

October of 1991,

i
o
T
b
[»]
23]
B
£
01
$1)
=
£8
&
[y
bed
E«.—‘
1
i
e}
a4
e
<
il
]
Cy
i
o
vl
[
9]
?“J
;«-AJ
P
[t
-

a4 permanen t ex

2

Meanwhile, a

some wonderful news about St. Lugia with
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At this same time, The Lutherans in the Caribbean learnsd

a—.}

that 8t. Lucla would soon have 1ts cwn permanent pastor. In the

2, Pastor Joel Jaegexr, previously a Burcpean
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St. Lucla,
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Since Pastor Jaeger's al, Tthe church has continued to

grow and now boasts a membership of over £ifty. Regular Sunday

are held in a office area, complete with

chancel furniture hand- by members. However, seli support

1,

seems to be far off at present. Pastor Kruschel elaborates:
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alzo see more results in the area of stewardship, foxr the Lord's

Word does not return to him eumpty.
;Imiegvi@w with Pastor Kruschel, January 28, 1994.
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