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FAMILY BACKGROUND

Fagbor Fredervic Mite's family background i

curlously P

leell Lo his own experiences Lo oworl dn Arizona. His

Tathey, Manvy O, Ni

PERRPY: ot of bhe Seminary &l Waoawalbo-

Supsrintendant Bustay Havders., Missionary Havder®s

lth had besrn falling, so Btudent NMit: served as

S Emey

SIOY

acher at the mission in Blobe, and did a substantial amount of

prewaching and camp work in the area.  He came bo Glol

shordly

atbey COhrisbmas b

ot 1S, bat oat bhe prrndng of bhe RlE-17

¥y b vesumed hils

wohool ve

seminary bralning.

;
AY
4

iy, Student Mernvy Nitz received & call from the ML

L

Bowgmyod o warvlk Ln Avizona. This bime he seyved chey and

mimsionary at Peric

The Seminary cud by @l Lo

Student MNits: to do this woork for the Synod and P

o Boayad

wrdder the stipulation that he wouldn®t have bo ba ar enbtire

verar off, having rebuern

Henvy Mits was able bto put in oa

),

Tull yvear at the Beminary and graduated at the end of the 1918-

MWEAY .

ceel Miw cowvse of stuady, HLOL NI

STher having comple

called back bto the place wherve he had helped oub duving 1918

Globe, dvizona.  Me may have received this call because of the

wov ks P had odorse Shere A bhe pas because of bhe recom-

merdation that he

ve bo o combinus dodng mission work o dn Blobe

after Missionary Mavders had pass

Bl EWARY . ¥

a8 mi

siorayy An Blobe, Jjust off the res Fror Bw

Tl v o

YELAT 5 . Before arviving at Globe, he w

101 P

this tTime to stard a

AV

The government soboonl



st Lo e Gy whid ol was begun by Pastore E.

Busnther. Mits called to take ovey the scohool fhe

goevey nmant had vacated. This was bto be & ong v Thy Dbut in

Mayoh 1 Lhe Bosvd for Weorld Missions sxstended a permarnent

sbovy Menvy NMitz: to be principal of the boarvding sobood

time at Mite fovmed

“he o Durdng his
many sbtvong and lasbing relabticonships, as his son, Frederico would

later  leavn.

Foya numbey of cromerved as oa vepresentative

of he Wisconsin Synood on the Bynodical Conference M

At the same btime, he was & membey of the Wi Byl ¥ s

SN |

Foar Wor 1 Mi

Lo, and later, sven up o wnbil the timse of his

£+

LA

sl b bes oo L

cubive

& membey

death, serv

famery i car Mi Lo, Tris missicn-minced atbtibude carvied over fo

Friss wmoms as well.

CHILDHOOD

Fradevic NMits would have besn

e a mabilive Arizonan, bub
?

becauss of the lack of medical facilitiss in bthe

AV EH,
Harmry Nitz sent his wife of btwo vears, Alma, back bto Waberbown,

wWith bhe firvs

Wimoonsin, ey and Alma Mity were bl

Py

Lhelyr chid Lol . & omambsy of weels

gy i, on May 13, 1

atter the bivith of the s, bhe mobther amd ohdld reburned to

Avleons by Ltrain,

Froderic Mits grew up among Apache children, many of

wlhom

abttendsd bthe b

roling school or owere belng ral

Fosy ks RN

age, wWhich would Tater become the B

Mitz and Wehausen, who bhad taken abandonsd ohildren into theilr

o

5



WENTE VT

pomsibhle for Deginning the ovphanag

oreoAuguet W,

¥

The Indiang were Little Fredevicrs playmabtes and often-

Times, Indiarn girls served as his babysitters. From hils earlis

days, he was in oonbach with Apache and in

sV

veyy mueh o ore of Lhem.

Duying his

childhood, Fredervio suffered & case of hepatitis

which caused his shin to take on e golden btinge. This, tog

with hig stocky body shape, sarned him the Apache name, "Belob-

bab, " For o LThe Apach

y he looked somswhat like & pumpkin.

Frodericts mobther ve

a hime when b

At oo bthe povob with oan

Indian named Lon Buallis. Lexpr bacd meevech boo the Fast Fovk oompeoarnd
mo bthat he might receive move nouwrishing meals and be nearer his
childvern who wers envolled at the boarding scohool.  Mres. Mits
happened bto overhear Lon Bullis as he spoke o 1ittle Frederic,
when -he was about bthres years old, and prophecey his return bo the

resarvation. Lon sald, "Belcohlkahn, you will oo away and study,

argd e

CHE & M)

mrary, and will come bBack boowas, and preach bo
s Mumbey One,

Fredevic vemalined alt Fa

st Fork with his pavern until his

father accepted the call to Cross Bv. Lath. Chavoh oof Rocokford,

Mimm Sk S O T A

“ I the meantime, the sid-vear-old Frederic

Mits had began first grads. Im the fall of 19238, he w

Lhe only

white child envalled in bthe sohool. His fivel beacher was Miss

sy

Erna &lbvecht who somg vears la iloavy B

A Nite
The Apachs

]

setabhion with

(L S TR

Ze Michael Mitz, and the Gpache M




Sprangler,

Urforbunately, it was not the sducation that Fredervic hao

vacsived at the school in Bast Fork that ms guelh an dmpression

or bhe teachervs and othervs Lo Rocokford, Minnessoba. Tt weoandd

BN

that Ffor the

sion and & half oy that young Frederlo had 1ived

in Arvizone, he bheoame aoou Lin bhe way cof The Apach

4

wass @ dumpr oof o some magnlbude from bthe olas

s and the pew in

East Fork, Mrizona, o bthe civilized commundties back
somer, LY may have seemed thalt Pasbtor and Mra. Nitz: bad byought a

Little Indian boy with $them vathey than thely own son.  Bob it

hidn? b take long beforve that changed and Frederio becams a Fine

vk mart who was foou towarved the work of the church, and if
it was the will of God, to carvy out the words that Lon Bullis
had told him some vears hefores,

SCHOOL ING

Fraederic Nits attended grade school in Rookford, Minneg

celiay,

arnc in

was confivmed by hils fabther. In the Fall of thatb

vear, Fraderic packed his bags and hes

cled for Mew Ulm, Minng Ly

where he bhegan o braining Tor the pastoral mirbetry., But in

ép il ooof 1EBET, Mo Mite aceospted the call o be the

shaphaerd of 8t. John's Bvangelical Luthervan Chareh in Water loo,
Wimconsin,

Afher one yveay of schooling ab Dr. Mavitin Lother MHigh Scohool

Clater to be rensanesd Mavitin Lather dcademy?, Fifteen vear old

Mitz tramsfersed to the campus of Movthwestern College in

Waterbowrn, Wisconsin, While at M.W.C., he held the position of

moebioel muree

Thomgh that ¢ wag rot one which was covelted by



many, it helped to opey the bhills along the way.  Pasbor Nits

tors bo his

atbvibubtes many frisndships among the ranks of pas

coes bo be cvuel bo bhe ancder -

L e .

vears at Moy thwe
classmnen ard make Them do all kinds of "slave work" as is cushom-
arily done boday. Instead, he wenlt owt of his way to make

friends, and would cccasionally dAnvite them home with him, bo

FTrom Wabtarybown.

Waterloo, only 194 miles

I 19, Fredevic Nits recelved & Bachelor’s Degres from

Morthwestern College and went o bo Wiscomsin Luthevan Seminavy.
Ong of the Jobs he held duaring time ooff from school was a coal -

Yoo oan dvon ore carviev. This Job was an education unto

[

dbawel . e matuve of the men working on the

the rugged

rathey reluctant to bhrosdoast the

Gyrewat Lakes, and at first

fact that he was a pastor’s son and stadying o be one

cfoy fear of being ostracized).  Bub it wasn't oo long before he

waw confronted with a situation which demanded a confession of

Fie Christianity ov denial of Chyd

levic then vemembered

what Paul had writben in Romans 131016, "1 am not ashamed of the

she for b the power of Sod uanbo salvation b

grspel of Chri

gyveyyons that belisveth. " Froo that time on, Frederic Nity never

Lo oo bde Lovd.

again backed down from making a bold oond

This also becams his convicobion in reaching the Apachss.

Gs had been the oa With his father Henvy, Fredevic Nibsz

was also called oul of the Seminavy bo teach.  The first “"emer -

hodn Give

A Flay.

gancy” call Beminavian Nits we ived was Lo

lovve fov bhe game of foobball was nob lost by bhis

move b Ay . In fact, the time spent Stheve created a

fomcdness dn his heart Ffor the Packers which still exists today.



Attty this Drief stint on bthe obhery side of the podiam, bhe ve-

turned bo Wi

seomsin Lubtheran Seminary bo combinue his studies.

Once & vl

vy bhes o a bteachesr were needed, and agailn,
Fredoric Nitg's name was sugoesbed.
EAST FORK -~ 1946

O Jarmuary 2, 196, & Wes b the

Foame oof Pastor Menry Nitz. & bsaching posibion alt the East Forlk

Mismsion had become vacant whern the fivst and second grade teadch-

ey, Miss Rapie

o wWhee had praviowsly taught in the Synodical

Conmference mlss

lon fileld in Migervia, &frica, suffered a nevvous

breakdown. The telegram sent o Waberyloo reads

Flymeoath, Mich. 3230 P.M.
He . Mitsz,
HMevewith exbend
@y oalt Fast Fork
Lawmer ¢ by us.

Lor Fredevic Mites as beach-
alt onoe. Transpovba-
WITE @ b ErCE .

Edgey Mosnecke

Fraderic NMity accepted the position, and within a wesk was on his
way too Arizona bo the sams school his father had been dnstrumen-
Lal in founding, and at which he had baught for almost seven
VEAT G

O January 8th, Fred

gric btried to ogeb a btrain out of Dear-

ooy Shation in Ohicago, bul was unsucoessful.  Frederlo managesd

Lo oget on his way, and on the Jarmuary 10, arvived in Holbvrook,

Arvizona.  The following day, he took the S:40 A.M. "stage" for

Whiteriver. Tt had b [SRARTC

ovears since Fredevic Mits had

bee

oAn bhat part oof Uthe country, but acoo

ebimg bo bhe comments

b made bo his pavents in a post card, “"the olo

@y L oome oo my

inatiom, the morée vivid my memory of bThis countey becoomes,

Fortunately, he didn?t have bt Jump vight into the classyroom



atter such a trip bubt had several davs in which to veacguaint

Feimsalf with the area. That, howsver, did nobt sbop him from

doding obther work avound the compound. Atter Pastor Eell, the

missionary ab Fast Fork, pilcked Fre

wydo up alt Guenther's house
i Whiteriver, Frederic immmdi&tmly began cubbing wood with the
crbhers, dnclading Kell, M. avt Medler, the seventh and eighth
grade teacher, and %immm‘wyﬁliffm, an Apache whe served as both
harndyman and interpreter.

Fredoric NMitez did, however, end up preaching shortly afber

e areived.  On bhe day after he came to the Fast Fork Mi

i

sinnary kKel

1 agked Fredervic bto preach a simplified version of

a wernon that he had pr

ached previowusly. That Saturday, he nob
crly preparved for Sunday sevvices, bubt Fredervic was also privi-

legdged to take over some of Lhe choves with which Kell had been

bale e HMe milked the two cows belonging bto the Miss

Ao, By
Lhat time, Kell had already made ap his mind that a change in

ministry was nece

ary, Tfor variosus reasons. At the pleading of

Lhe Mission Boarvd, he graciously staved on at Fast Fork. I

Fabwvuary, Mis

slonary Eell recedlved & call to Battle Creel, Michi-

gan, which he then accepied.

It was on Wednesday,

Tath, that Mit: taught his

Fivat class alb Foorle Rather than teaching the firet and

el gy

@y, as Ml

Rapiey had done, Fredevico was given bhe
Task of teaching the sscond and thivd gradervs.  Things in the

classyoom had besn left in o

arcley - ono discipline, no o schedule,
and no o veoord of wheve the teaching had snded or what had been

Lawght. At the time of his arvvival, the envollment in the |




Amg Bohood and the Day School was 130, 0F that numberv, Freds
wag oilven respoosibllity oof 39,

v bhat day, he met the Fflrst of many Indians who ve-

called his Tather, MHenry, and whoo vemarked about having vemem-
berved Frederic as a 11t4le boy. &t this time, Frederic could
his fa-

already ses how much "Mr. Mitz", as the Spaches

Fovk and

they, had mgant bto bthem. Jack FKeves camg oul

cadled in s postoard bo

ey Lo o dn his classyoom. M v

Frooard - e

his pavents how Jack had sncoowraged him "do tesch the ohildren
that they grow ap bo be fine Christian men and ladies.”  As was

remenbered Little Frederic, Belcoh-

aften the case, the bpact

Yo WETE A

kahn, who went back East in Jack Kevye

mmall boy when you letdh, now you are a big man.' 5o oftern the

were the comments mads of yvoung Nite.

Ao ds the case within any ola therse were problems.

Trying bo manage a group of 39 second and thivd graders would bhe

abouwt enough to discourage anyone.  Sueh were not the commenbs

macde by Fredervic Nitz in his letters home.  Me made no complaints
ol hds work dn the classvoom.  What his parvent did heay were some
cof The Joves bthat accompany teaching.  One student stood above Lhe

vast, a second gradey named Maloney Bonito.  Since Malongy knew

2 oan dnterpreter for

English oguite well, he occasionally served as

Fraderic NMits wrote home on Febyvaary 174th and

the entive olass
Lodad this humerows story about Maloney Bonito and the joy he

@uperienced An teaching him:

a bhig kick out of him. &
1ome whethey my "mudder” was
e Me Then asked how st

YV
" Eveary few davs mow
¥

heavod From my “mucdder” and whethsre




Fimg.  The oabher

Mamma, arnd wanbet

clay he drew a pilocture Tor you,
domer Lo mend Lt oo oyoor,

Mrs., NMity: wrobte Little Maloney a bhank yvouw letber.  That action

deyvic aw he handed bim

prompbed the second grader to bell Fre

armstbher drawing, this time for Frederic’s Tathers PTell o your
fodder he write lebtter to Maloney."

Tewaching and preaching waerve bthe Jove of Frederic Mitz*s half

vear at Fovk. &L of the preaching he did, together with

Bis teaching dubties, would have been snough bo beep anvong bhusy.
But there weve obher things to be dong avound the compooand. When

At ownowed, Fraedevico helped Simon and Eell shovel. - When Lt was

time btoo brim haily, he helped Avt Melsry with that Jjob.  These wers

it paet of the evervday roubtine on the Mission.

It was the feeling of some that this

styong, young mamn cooald

take carve of all the daily choves along with his teaching dubiss.

the duties to hils pavents, "1711 have to get

up at e300, bave the dis arted a Little after S:00; have the
twn cows millked and fed by 7:00 when I sat breakftast; be over to
g sohoesl by Tr30 bo o start filves in the room. ALL Lhis was i
e dorne before school started.  He would teach school and then

Pris chores would conbinuee., He weote on, "After dinner help wash

150 heads and supsrvise bheir showerving (the

twe were something

that was dong Just abowt every Mondayd, start the diesel again at
wr 0y do chorves again after suppesr - and oh, ves, T have bo fesd
The chickens and gather the sggs. " Laber, howevey, it was veal-

ized that it would be tevvibly difFficult For anyvones bo oo all

L

all the Time. The work was then shaved by Mitz and Meiles,

whior swi b ohed off weel

By wesk,  Movmally, the odlder bovs wounld



help with many of the farming chores, but at the time, there were

oly bwo boys oldery than ten vears of age.

There were mamy obther Jobs that Frederic Mite: assisbted with.

Wher therse was & neesd for owoodd, be would go oup "Seven Mile"” with

the obthers to haal down enough for several we When the voad

Teading into the compound became e

gply vutted, he was oot therve

2

with & shovel, leveling it off.  Nits worked

asmoa plumbey

ar with Pastor Kell., When the sewer backed ap, 1t was Frese

anct V- whn g up the pip

Lo Find where the problem was.

NMits would later write aboot Y-294 afbter he disd, "When T worlked

ettt at East Fork, he used bo follow me around while T worked. e

would speak Apachs and T owould speak English.  We didn®t under -

stand a word of esch obther, but we still understoodd that we were

]
)

friends. " Im April, the mis

mlor garden needed to be planted,
arcl the hay needed o be raked and pat ap in the bavn, so Slaon
Wyocliffe and Fredervic Mits oid it.  On several occasions, Freder-
e had bhe opportunity o play "cowboy, " trying too eoingd ~up
"Hugar, " orme of the missicon oows that had escaped. They Loolked

for at least bhree davs withowlt succe

Duving the school yvear, mo syl i

of o Lhe work that Freds

was on bthe East Fovk Mission itself. Besides preaching often and
twaching his 39 childven on a vegulay basis, NItz wouald F111 in

o oabhers., L6

Lhan a month after arvviving at East Fork, one
of bhe woman bteachesrs, Miss Kablbevg, came down with bhronchial
pomuamonia. She was sick in bed with prneunmonia and dysentery
from Febyrawey 3vad untbil Maveoh 18th. &t fivet, 1t was thought

e Mitz, Lebtter dated January 9, 1949,

chigd Jarnuavy 7ih,



that Frederic Mitz would end up b am well (70

aching hew ola

students Lrn alld, but Mrs. Kell voluntesved to help out. I

avvation wers steuck down with

Marvch, many people o bhe ve
dysentery, incluading bobh of the femals teachers.  On this occa-
o

slor, There was cbhey cholce but to take over both classes

angr Ldme ard look fov the day when this tervible plague would
gl and the school fully statfed again.  Pavd ftime help was glven
by Doebleey Bullis Subtle, the daughber of Lon Bullis.  Pastor

Bimger also relieved NMite of teaching all 70 students on oooa-

M e shedd the call o b #SOTHEW mis

oy Bell had aoc

in Battle Cresl, Michigan, and as chaplin to the Yeteran’s MHospi-~
tal and sanitarium.  Before Kell left, the Mission Board busily
called Tor a replacement. Finally, Pastor Ea. o, Bilnger accepbed

Lhe call bto

Fort,  Shortly after he arvived, Frang Upleg-

ger cams to bthe novthern ve o bl

sevyabtion boo help ovient Bingsr
worl bhat he wooald be Qnd@rtmhingu Pastor Uplegoer also took the
opportunity o teach the men some Apache.  MHe gave bthe men there,
NMitz incladed, a book of basic English with 500 words angd 40 Luas-

trations.,  MNitz wrobte: "We wribte in the Apache words and sen-

termoe

At the same bime, Upleggey book roval of bthe men out

crnocamp calls.  Mere, Fredevico Mity received an sxample to follow
fov the many camp calls he would make in a lithtle over two years

From that time.  The men spent about three hoovs naking these

calls.

her pastors in the arves regquested the assistance of Semi-

navian Mitz.  Pastor Adalbeyt Scehalts, mi Lomary alt Canyon Day




and Cedar Cresk, also wanted Lto give Frederic & btaste of the work

clone An Apacheland.  Oooas

iomally, Schulbs would pick up Mit: and
Dake him on camp calls and even off the reservvation to visit the
Indians that had gone there for employment. This is the same
Pagtor Soehultz and family with whom Frederic amd Grace Nits were
foorced to live for the fivet elght months of thedir ministvry.

Move will be salcd about bhis later.

Frederic Mit: rvecelved obber training thet was valuable in

Bis later mindstvy. The missionseils

mowsre veoguilved to FLLL out

reguisitions for materials and money and veports of the woork done

in thelr respected fields. FEvervy so often, the reguest was made

of Mits booa st odin this job.  This training of Filling our

forms was helpfal in preparing him for his minlstey among the

Apaches, and his work as chalvman of the Execubtive Commitbtes For

Apache ITndian Missions.

Fredovic continued his training for ministry among the

orary Bohalts as

Apaches when Mis el Mite to take over Canyon
Day and Ceday Creek during the time he was on vacabion. For

Fradevic, that meant “"preaching twice on Sunday, plus bwoe Rible

el B o wesk

y Plus some camp calling” - as much as he was able

T ddo wibhout neglecting his dutiss at

Fovlk, At the bhegin-

shoy Sohulte be

ning of Juane, P an acoguainting Fredervic with the

pesple whom be would be serving fov a number of weels.

At the same btime, btwo obther Seminary students were in

Apacheland, assisting where there were vacancies. Allyn Schup-
penbaver was helping out in Bylas.  &fter bis graduation from

Wisconsin Lathevan Beminavy In 1947, he was assigoed to bthe

Apache field., The obther Beminarien was Rollin Reim. Reim was



helping out B, Edgar Buenther in Whiteriver. Fredevic Mitz bold
Bis parvents & rabther interesting storvy aboult ol lin It appears
that whan he received the emevgency call to Whiteriver, he wrote

Fredeel o because

Mg knew he was nob boo far from Whilteriver, and

asked whether he would mneed bto buy a seddle for & hovse. He

didr’ t, but when he avvived in town, ke had on bis cowboy boobs,
arcl 1t wagn®t long before he puvchased an old nag to vide when he
mace camp calls.  The Indians even called Rollin Reim, "E-

mashood” that vides a horse.

Both Reim and Schuppenhawsry had it relatively easy compared
L thé ammont of work given to Mitz.  Redim preached and made
camp calls foor Guenthery.  Guenther btook his vacation, reburned
argd left 1ittle for Rollin Reim to do, so he helped ouht Mits witbh
the care of Canyon Day and Cedar Creek. Together, they made camp
calls, taught Bible class, and sven constructed a steeple for the
chapel at Canyon Day.

Mitbz

the sevrvic

Bimself.  He repovied that on one
Burday he "had 14 in service at Cedar Creek and 16 at Canyon
Day " Thoogh the ruambervs weven®t larvge, the work was vawaroling.
In the same letter, he expressed the joy he had in serving those
congregations.  Me wrotes "That trip always plavs me oul com-

x
gsatisfying work that T dio®

pletely, but itfs sLill the mo

Fredorio Mits snjoved the oppoortunity o teach on the Fool
Apache Indian resevvation.  MHe gobt g taste of what it was like bto

Tive in e slightly remobe ares withowt the advantag that (e

o s

do Fraedevic Nitz, Letbter written to Pastor and Mrs. ML Mits,
Jume B8, 194G, pL. R



Tiving sls

swheye hacd, That is what he and Grace would be dodng

iy

3

whan They moved bto Arizona in Sugust of

RBefore Fredevic retuwrnsd o the Seninary in the Fall of

et i 21"V Lo arte e

Wy e

puestaed by Pastor Sits of Tuc

wanbts me the last full week in dAugust Cincluding the 25th) and
the firvet bwo wesks in Bepbtembev.  That means that 1Y11 have Lo
he a week late for schood. 1711 have bto wreidbte Meysy aboab 16,7

Fredervic taok the place of Sit: abt Grace, Tucson, foor the tine

vecpussted and relburned to the Seminary late but filled with

[SRawic dLence.,

Becauwse of the time taken off to teach in Green Bay and East

Fovk, he gracduaated from Wisconsin Latheran Seminary a vear latev

tharn the rvest of his class.,  When Call Day came in May 1948,
Fredevic’s assignment cams as a surprise, bubt nobt as a shook as
it may have to others. He would be veturning to the Apache
Indian veservation o preach the Gospel of Jesus Chrisbt.  Again,

a parallel to the life of his father appeared. Fredervic receilved

LThe call to bhe

s Clabte pas

oy with B Bdgar Guenthery in Whilte -

FLVEY. In the past, OGuenther had had several

sishant pastors,

and in some respects, Mitz was Ureatsd as an assistant.

Before leaving for Arvizona, Fredervic Nit: marvied Grace
Wetral in Trinity Lubthevan Church, Freistadt, Wisconsing, on

August 1, 1948, The night befove their ¢

aparbure, Mrs. Webtzel
vioalled that she had nobt taught her daughter how o bubtoher a
chiicken, somabhing she must koow LF they were to live where it
was almost a necesslby bo ralse vour own Food.  Maving learned

hey 1o

gsory  bhe lorg Jourvney to Svizoma began. When the newly



marvvied Mrs, Mits seaw bthe "Welcome bto Avizona sign, swrvounded
by sagebrush, and avid soll, unlike the scenervy of Wisconsin she

Lhoought tThis was

rer place Lo Tive.  Bub the soon-bto-bhe-pastbooe

assured his bride that it was different in Whiteriver.

WHITERIVER - 1948-1949

Fradevic amnd Grace arvived in Whiteriver on dugust 25, 1948,

One week later, on Sunday, Adugust o Fredevic Nit: was ordained

into the holy ministey and installed at the Chareh of the Open

Bible in Whiteviver by the Superintendent of Missions, Francis
Uplegoaer.  The size of Lhe areas and the failing health of Mis-

sionary Guenther were the reasons the call was extended for

another pastor.  This also prompled Pastor Nits o begin working

an gquickly as pos

wilbyle. Im the September 3B lssue of The

fpache Soout, Guenther describes the roubine dubi that he

mhaved with Mitz:.lsl

Sunday sevices at 9200 fo 10300 A.M. g

Sunday School 10300 to 11:00 A.M.3

SBecond service 11300 to 1200 ALM. g

Hospital : Br00 Lo 00 PLOM. foccasionally also 6230
ten

Momoany s

and service at MoMary, miles dis-

tant, 730 o S:30 and 700 Lo 8300 PLM

Tussday: Rible class ar Whiteriver 8100 bo 9500 P.M.

Bervice abt Maverick, Fifty miles distant, 73100 to 800 PLM.

o Wednescday .

Thurscdays  RBible cla alt Whiteriver GBovernment Day Sohool
e % bo 3218 PLM. g $@rv1ﬁm at "Cross-Bar Motel” 5380 to
Gyl L.

Fridays Rible class at Theodore Roosevelt Boarding and Day
sehoaal at Ford Apache 10300 Lo 11:15;

Camp work and sick calls for a fluctuating population of
about eight hundred ndians.

When the Mitzes arvived, the living situabion was le than

ddeal. The howse intended for Pastor and Mrs, Nibtz was shill

being aoccupied by Pastor Adalbert Schoalts and family. Schalts

18



wWas mis

iomary at Canvon Day and Ceday Creek, Just as he had been

at the time Frederic baught at Foek A 1EAe. The Synod had

intended to baild & howse for the Schaltzes at Fort apache o

Foork, closer to the avea of Pastor Schalbz’s responsibillity.

But until F

Loy Solalbs s

pbed & call to o a congregation in

vural Monrvos, Michigan, Pastor and Mes. Nitz: were forced o Live

with the Schults family. Fimally, in Maveh 19499, Pastor Schultsz

mowved his things to Michigan. His wife and ohildven had alveady
g Bome boo SBowth Dakoba several months earvlier and were going
Lo mbay bherve until fthedly new bouse had been buillt,  But the
bullding of & new parsonage was oing nowherve.  This was the

likely reason for Schulte?s departure from bthe ITndian Mission.

The pavsonage for the pastor of Canyon Day/Cedar Oreek was final-

Iy built in the summer of 1949 at Fast Fork. At the same time it
was decided that the pastor of those two oongregations would also

help teach at the high school at East Fork.

Briefly, the work of Pastor adalbert Schults was nobt as

rawarding a ministry as othevs may have experiernced. Tt cerbian-

Ly was a Joy to serve Bodfs people, velt the wovk that he abtbtempt-

el b acoomplish went annoticed by many.  Schultz also had many

gifrficulties in connection wilth

hecause of the magazine’s debt. Howsver, 1t was not his fault.

The Synod forve the 8

Lo dyap all adds and made 16 manditory
that the printing of the magezing be dong at NPH.  The oosd of
Preinting van over twice what it had in the past.  Anobher of the

problems suffered by Rev. Schults: concerr

the chapel he tried

17



Lon ke ptbhey at Cedar Creek. Often, Nitsz would help Schualtsz

with vepairve.  The money allocated for the woork was irsefficisnt,

oot oot i

s Pastor Bchaltz: fregquently paid for the nec
ety Pt ket

Pastor Frederico MitzPs own ministry could have been one wibh

digomiraganents as well.  During the fivst month in Whiteriver,
Mite carvvied oot his voutbine dubies.  But at the same btime, there

warE many ocourances that would have bried any rvecent Seminary

ahembesy

eneachuate. actly oo month atter hils ovdination, on Se

Ay 198, Fredervic Mit: wrote this paragraph in a letiter o his
parents:

Iohaed my seventh funeral of the month boday. It
was a ochild of Clarvence Goklish, his only ohlild
arncd the only grandohild of the grandparents.  That
mace 1t especially tragic. A5 usual, this child
was ot bapbtized even though 1t was & vear and a
Falf olad. Bo far, all six of the children that I
have buried were unbaptized. It is havad to have
surch & Tuneval. One cannot give them fFull comford
and assurance that thelr children are saved. We
carn only tell them thalt since they bthemselve
helieve amnd since bthey expr 2] bhemselves thatl
they had wanted to have thelr ohildren baptized,
there ds hope thalt the children have bheen saved
I hoeswever dnstruct the pavents as to the impoe -
tance of bapbtism and tell them that if they have
ary abther childran, they shouwld have them haptized
A% B0 A5 mamlirle. In most cases where there
Lodver, they are alveady bapblzed
tothat.

n

This was a problem that had to be fought over and over again.
Mary of the Indians drew their watev from the vivers and irvrviga-

Liom ditohes.  Buat bthe water had a tendancy to turn bad, and when

it odid fas happensd in the la summey oof D948, an oubbreal of

dysentery oscourad, Many babies and young ohildven died during

suoh outbreaks. It happensd to Pastor Mitz: that the parents

wond el come bo himoand o reguest him o to bDury thedir ohild.,  Ths

18



st ilorn would be ashed whethar the child had been bapbizsd, to
which the parents would answer, "Yes." They knew that if they
gald "rno, " the missionary would not burey the child. Buab then,
wher Missionary Mitz reached the graveside, the pavents would

vacuest the child be bapbized before Lt was bueisd.

Along with dysentery, an oubbreaslk of measles also invaded

Lhe veservation. Duving the filrst weekend in Ootober of bthe same
vear, @six children died in the ares of Whiterviver. For some of
LThese funerals, Mit: would bave boo ouse his own car, o Guenbher’s

wtation wagon, and go pick up a caskelt and take 1t bo the grave

smite where the Indiansg awalbed with the bhody, I the first

mortbhes of hids mindstry at Whiteriver, Pa Mitzs conducted 26
Funerals.
I the fivst vear, he also conducted six murdery funevals.
One of the saddest funervals was that of Mrs. Schilegl Truax., Al
o

oneg bime, Sohlel wanted a divovee from his wife, so he could

MAY VY & younger woman. But Mrs, Truas didn’ o want a divoroe,

hecause she still Loved ey husband. o Giuenthery Talked bo

Sohlel and convincesd him Lo

shay with his wife. Bat Schlgl had

e

voworking as oa foveman of a ovew of Indians neay the highway
wheern sone whibte man came and sold tThem liguor. Sohlel was dvink-
ing too. When he went home, still drunk, he stabbed his wife in
the leg and she bled to death. Schlel was picked up angd con-

.f! (‘. rr

secl oo The murder and express

@l desn sorvow over dodng o,
waying he didn’t omean bto oo A and Jdidnt b koow what he owas cdodng.

Lo Nitz condact the funsral of sis surder vic-

Mok omly did Pe

Lims, bub at one instance, he sven helped Pastor Sprengler dress



upoa body dn bhe moegus behind the hospital.

Qthey than the Liguor problem which was present on the

veservabion, there was an Assenbly of God preacher called "Broth-
gy Bubl" who had a bus and a truck amngd would use his vehichles to

gather the Indians for sevvices.. Bheep stealing meant nobthing b

Fedmy, rmoe oo bhe sis Movmon mid cra Y L

whioe woorked the tevritory.

Although the Latheran mis

slonay les were o longsy al lowed to

teach religion classes at the government school at Fort apache,
the Mormorns s$till had their headguarters theve and civculated a
petiticn to build a church theve as well. Often, when Missionavy

Mite would go out making camp calls, the Indians wowld tell him

that the Movmons bhad Just be

arr bheve.  On one occasion, Nits had
services at Canyon Day and then went to Cedar Cresk to hold

6V L

By bul onoo one showed up. He went to the camps bo investd-
gate,  There he "found two Mormon missiconavies and a woman hard
at work talking and singing at the Indians.” Nitz followed them

From camp to camp, handing ot the Scout o the Indians.  When

The Mormeoais

iy

aw heimy they came up to himoand one oof Shem put oud
Feigs hand. Bob Nite felt that iF he were bo shake he would be

gxtending a hand in fellowship. The peo

siplytizing dong by the

ayvation 4 sl 1l &

Moarmong and the Charvismatic groups on bhe res

ok lem boday.

As Tar as shaving the work, it seemed that Nity would preach
for the "white" service, and Guenther the "Indian" service i he

chicd mot have Nits take that one as well. 2y

was mald previowsly,
F ¥

bhefore the &

siognment of Frederic Mits: to Whiteriver as

ake, Tthere had be

pr olhers who sevved as assistant pastar. I

some vespects, that is the way some people still perceived things
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Gor be. o FMes. Guenther freguently let Frederic know just whalt it

!

that he was bto dooand not bo dos When Ntz preached, he also

plaved the oy

ne When Guenthey preached, Nitz: playved the organ.
Every so ooften, Pastor Guenther would becoms so 11 that he was
unable too oo any woork and occasionally needed o be hospitalized.
That simply compounded She amount of work MLtz hac boo do.

Whern the Indians wanbted bto go somewvhere, they would go to
Lhe missionary and ask for a rvide. Frederic wrober "They like
B Anform you that they are Lutheran. They almost act as 1f they
are dodng youw & favor by beilng Luthervan.,  You in tuarn should do
them a favor too.”  Most of the missionarvies were not in the
habit of giving rides, bot some would LF they were alveady goding
in the divection desived. There were a Tew Indians who would ask
For & vice, but would also give the missionary something for his

troubhles,

Arourdd Februsyvy 18, after Pastor Schults had received

The call to Monvostown, Michigan, Pastor Nitz: could sese the
handwriting on the wall. Tt was rvather apparent that the Lovd
had other plans for Pasbtor Schultsz. It also appeaved that once

.

the Canyorn Day angd Dedar Oresk

field was vacant, Mitz would be
called on bo serve there until a replacement could be Found.

Superintendent Uplegger informed Fredevic that he would have bo

take care of that fileld uantil they could get amnother man. Bome

el was afforded Pastor Mits by having Teachey Wolff preach at

Canvon Day and Cedar Creek, with Mite: tabking carve of camp calls
7 B ¥

Cadministering the Lovrd’s Supper, and teaching Bible

Mite began taking cave of the Canyon Day/Cedar Creel fisld



hesides the work dong for Whiiteriver. (e oof the most Lnbeves

ing sbtord

that Pastor Mity told about kis time carving foor the
Garvom Day/Cedar Cresk people was about a rattle snake near the
wmide of bthe Canyon Day Chavel. Fredevic had come bto teach Bible
class, and when he fivst saw the snake, he didm’t oguite know what

Lo dese Thern the police car came. Nitz g

cirel bhe poldoeman b
shoot the snake, but be wouldn®t do b, Me saild something about
Lightning striking him and drove off again.”  Superstition was

shtlill strong among the Apaches. Pastor Nits angd Shres bo gl g

wp kiliing the rattle snake with stones they threw at it.

2

sides btaking over Canyon Day and Cedar Creek, the White-
river Tield was edapanded. At that time, the Cibecuwe Tield was

igaery than could be managed by ong man,  Nitz: wrobe on Jung 14,

1 P

"I o believe that T sald once before that Schliesser could

e longer take cave of all-of his vast fleld, so they decided bto
add some of his tevvitory o the Whiteriver fField.” This area
was off the ressrvation where the Indians were working in saw-
mills. There were two sawmills near Bhow Low, anobher at Stand-
ard, 18 miles west of Bhow Low, and yebt another two sawnills up
near Snowflake.

about the same time, Pastor Pawl Schliesser requested a
transfer Ffrom the mission post in Clbecus. In Upper Clbecus

thaeve was no school for Sthely childvan. Mitz wrobes e o

cloaubt wanted to take Bohultz’s places  He wants to be somegwhers

whezre they can go oo school. " At Cthe end of June 194%, Paunl

SBobledisser recelived and accepted the call as missionary on bthe
Canyon Day/Cedar Cresek field, leaving a vacancy at Upper and

Lowery Cibecus, He did mnot move antil the howse that had besen




3oty Missionary Schalize bad been built at Bast Fovk.

[ am i

uedl boo FALL the vacancoy caused

For & while, no call was

by 8Bchleisser’s accepbance of the call bto Canyon Day/Cedar Cresk

oy Nitse receilved the call as

O Thursday, August 1L, 1949, Pas

pyvatior.

Pomary An the Cibecus Tield of Lthe Fort Apache ve

m.g
O Monday, August 15, Fredevic book his wife and 1ittle daughter
Glovia down to the lower rveservation to discuss with Buperintand-

arnt Uplegger bhe call be had just received. Niteg wrobte home bthe

clay after his meebting in Bylas:

Afber praverfully considering the call, I accept-
gl I orealived that Lt might be harvd to call
arcbhey man to ORA and that that fileld might bhe
vacant for guite some bime. Rupsrlt Rosin tld
it ibly take care of the b alone arny
length of Yime. Since Pastor Guenther is herg in
Whiteriver, this field would not be vacant.
Uplegger assuved me that they would [T BTRR
call immediately Tor & succ sy, AT T shosald
accept the CRA call. It ds of course hard bto
curaelves away from the home that we have btried
haved bto Fix ap, but we believe that it is bthe
Lovd?s will., Grace is also happy that T have
accepted.  Bhe is not An oany way afraild of QRO
We know that the Lovd will take car of us Jjust as
much there as anywhevse glse. MNow that | have
finally made the decision, T am vevy much relieved
and happy.

Foor some Pime the Mitees bhad been planning & vacation.  When

Lhey acceptsd the call to Cibecous, they thought those plans would

o fuenther,

fall through.  But afdter discussing matters with Pa

Pastor Nity: was given his vacation, and then returned to White-~

viver to preach a farewell sevmor on October 9th. That Sunday

afternoom, they ook & carvload of belongings o Clbecous, and

charing the following week spent much time ooving the resd
theiv things into & new homs and settling ints a8 new situation,

CIBECUE - 1949-1952



The Nitzes moved into & pavsonage at Upper Clbecue. It was
a wmall frame house bhallt in 1928, across bthe road from bthe Knapp
Trading Post,  The chapel, bullt next to the house, was erechbed

at the same timse by Pastor Arvbhur Keueosy., Trids small churol was
4 ]

about the

3 e fo

o @ bworeoar boat dinm

@y, wilth the help of Mi

shonary Henry Ro

Lrroof Periddot, sxpanded
(254
wl

Lhe building to almost twice its oviginal size. Pastor Mity was
Lo also cave for the congregation at Lowey Cibecus. The old
parsonags, as well as the oviginal church at Lower Clbeows, were

A

macle out of adobe brick. The pavsonage be

same & beaches Ve

wheere Rupert and Ruth Rosin lived at the time the NIt
Cibecue.

The conditions in Cibeoue itself were nobt bad. Bubt it was
cdifficalt getting to Cibecue or trying o oo somewhers Trom
Cibecus., When the Nitz

moved bhere in the voad from

Highway 50 was & very narvow divt voad. In

amge places, bthere

were many small vooks, especially over Cilbecue Mountain. Thes

ocks waeve the cause for many an auts repairs of bives and bat-

teries, The road ran through seven dry washes

whichy, when 4t

ralngd, becams vaging torvents. Even inog

wl weather, traveling
the Ffifbteen miles from The highway to Cibecus took an hour o

mora. Duving the ralny season and the winbey months, travel

Decams almost Lo

ihle, so the Mi

mion Roavd purchased a four-
whips )l cyive Jeep plckup foor the Cilibecus field.  That enabled the
woevkers dn Clbecus to move about and do bthedr duties without fear

e Lppey




of getting stuck in the middle of nowheve. To some, Cibecus was
now by e, Im the earvly 907s, & popalar radio talk show host said
that Cibecus, OSvizona had the most remote post office in fAmevica.
The missionary I charge abt Clbecus was not only vesponsible
i

for the immediate avea. He sevved Indians scatbteved throuaghout

camps wup bto 5O omlles away - oat Cavvizgo, up Cavvizo Canyon, at
Forestdale, at Showlow, at White Spring dup Cibecwe Creek), and
at obther places in the mountains wheve bthe Indiams were working
at saw mills.  Nitz had the assistance of & fuall-btime interpreter
by the name of Novman Janeway when he made camp calls and con-e

clucted smevvic

Havirng an interpreter was of grémt value since
many of the older Indians s0ill spoke Apache and knew 1ittle or
N English. During & sevmon, Missionary Mitz would preach a
paragraph and stop. Novman would then interpret Nitz’s thoughts
into Apache. And so the Word of God was brought o the lost
wmhgep in Apacheland.

Having been at Cibecuse for only three weshks, Pastor Mity saw
with his own eyves the tremendous magnetism of the old ways of the

Apaches.  Mit: reported of his services

in Cibecuwe on Octobey 30,
ades as he wrote the day afiter:

There was & big sing and dance in CRQ all Saturday
vdght.  Most of the people started going homs at
tlavbreak, T had only 238 in servics yvesberday
mavning ancd 3 odn Sunday School. That is disg
T odo not have any broo 2 with The Roman-
Movemoms o the dAssembly of Sod heve, bat the
medicine men are e heve than any place else
on bthe vessrvation.,  Pavhaps T will bave moos
gyieft with them than anytbthing els

o

Theve were times of grief, and still there was great Joy to be

guperienced as well,



20 was in his firved

One oof Sthe Joyvs Fredevic Mitz supres
Baptism abt Cibecue on November 10th.,  The people there had been

trained to baptize theirv ohildren soon afder bivth.  One of the

harvdest things Nitz had o with in Whiteriver was bthe funer-

als dnvolving unbaptized childven.  "at Whiteriver the psople
wera in the habit of having theilr childven baptized on Easter.®
That would have besn an acceptable tradition had the infant

mortality rate not besn so hdgh.

Before Pasbor Nity: came to Cibecous, there had not been a
Christmas Eve sevvice. 5o Pastor and Mrs. NMits came up with a
vary simple service that could be enjoved by all. While they
Jived in Whiteriver, Pastor Mit: himself often plaved the organ

o plano for services, but when they came to Uibeoue, Mrs. Nitz

took that responsibility, while 1itdle Gloria

e

al in hey bugoy,
mgwt o The ovgan, content as could be.  The Chrisbtmas Fve Sevy-
ice that vear conbained a short sermon, congregational singing of
Chyistmas bhymns, vecitation of Luke 2 by three oFf the Sunday
Bohool givls, and finally a filmstrip of the NMativity. The
wervice closed with the singing of "Silent Might" with only the

tree Lights o,

That firvet Christmas in Cibecus showed the Nitzes just how
desply the Apaches appreciated having an "e-nashood” teaching
them bthe love of God.  Though the gifts they veceived were nobt of
phcocmos monetary value, they were gifts given from the hearb.

The chureh was filled on Christmas Day, and after the service,

gifts that churches all over the midwest had collected and sent

Lt bhe mi oy owere handed owt bto o bhe children,

At bhe begilnning of bthe new vesv, the atbtendarnce albt services

-
N )



and Sunday School was guiltse good. On January 18, Ty

werve G5 An sevvic that

are 10 in Bunday SBchool, The next week

Jumped wp btoo approsimately 60 in chureh oand 27 4n Suanday SBchool.

The we aftter thalt, bthere ware 40 and 24 rvespecbively., The wesk
Fol Lonwdog, abltendance was back ap to 7% in church and 31 in

Sunelay School, Iy the church, there was room for G0

sit, the rest stoosd in back ar sabt on the floov., Thees wevre many

factors which plaved into the abttendace on any given Suanday

g

time of yeay, dances, weabher, ebo.

Cibecus was nob immune to the problems bthat Missionary Nits
gsaw in Whiteriver. RBut it hbad the added problem of Indian supse -
5

ition. Therve were also infant deaths in Cibecus. Bubt Nitz: was

ot confronted with the old guesstion of how to give comfort b
the parents of an unbapbtized child.,  Now he had to deal with

people whoo relied on the medicing man,  Frederico Mity wrote his

paraents this paviicular

B

vy abont one family who went to bthe

macdllolng man when thelr daughter disd. Me wrote on Febhroary 13,

(R

The baby began to chobe. By ofolock she was
clizadd . I asbed George, the father, why they did
not get the nurs M Hill, right away when they
pabicwod theve was somebhing wrong. Me said, "We
gid mot want too get hey out of bed."  He bthen told
me womebthing that shooked e great At the
inglstance of relatives and fri 5 ovoaaniel o abeoadt,
they had gobtten in a medlicing man to "pray for
by " Geoorge vl he oid not want him, but the
e le insisted.

This was perhaps one of the finest familiss in the congregation
at Cibewoue that bent undey the pressuarve of those arvouand them,

The mumbey of medicine men was overwhelming. Scohli ol




£
gvary TLFth man dn Cibscowse was & medicing man.

The Movmons tried very havd bto et the Apaches to listen to
them. They gave the Indians litervature, and somebtimss the ndi-
angs gave the pamphlets o Mitz: the next time ke came Lo thelr
camps so be owould koow what the Mormons were dodng.  One day when

Pastor Nity made camp calls, one of the Indians told him the

Movemony missionarl

hael Just been through, but "he said that he
7
clid mot listen to them. " | He was too busy mending a fence,

howaever he did stop to listen o Pastor Nitz. In the next camp,
"the woman saw them coming and van off amd hid in the trees until

t

they were gone, " The Mormons were so lnbere

becd A winning over
the Indians that they attended the dances and sven helped  pound
the tom-tom.  They concendrated on the government school in

Gibeoue. They coached the football team, started a scoult troop,

and took  bthe bo camping. A rmumber of the boys froam the chuveh

in Cibeoue alss went along.
The Movrmon missionaries tried very havd, bubt rmo one had

success like Walker Tonto, an Indian preacher and medicine man

From Sar Carl MHe held pyvices in bthe Cibecuwe school audito-

H1l

vium. AL Fivst, only one Tamily went o hear him, but he becams
vather popular and began having revival-type meetings down by the
river in oa glant tent. Almost every night the Nitzes could hear

them "singing and ranting. "  On one Sunday evening Walkevr pev-

Formed nine adult baptisms.  NLte wrobte, "It seems that the

G, Fysderic NMitz, Lebier written Februaary 13, 19950,

7 Fygad

gvic Mite, Letter written July 21, £ I »

o fThic.



Incdians are falling for Shat emoticonal stwfd, especially when it
3
i dished out in thelr own language. " Despite the amount of

pecple men such as Tonto Wallker drew, the attendance at Bible

Class, Sunday School, and Sunday seevicss vemalnsd hiah. Finmall
¥ y

in December, the interest in Walkey Tonto and his "preaching”

bhegan to diminish. Most of his preaching was & condemnabion of
Lhe sins that plagued the reservvation: "drinking, smoding, going
Lo whows, playing ball on Sunday, stc., stc.”

Durving the summer, the Indians would all come bo bowe and

celebrate.  There were Indian darnces, vodes competitions, and the

@VEY DY

@t problem of Liguor.  Often, the Mitres would answer a
ek at bthe door to fing an iﬁdiaﬁ wheo had tooo mach bo dvink,
ragquesting & wide, o money. Pastor Mitz had leavned nob bo give
in o osvery plea, Dot when there wWas an @mevrgency, acblon was

taken. One time, Frederic vushed a sick man o the hospltal in

Showlow. Another time, when theve had been a deabth in the fami-

Iy, Nite and Rosin went to find the father who had besn working

elesawhere.,

Ir Nowember of 4 Y, Arthge Guesnther recelved and accepbed
the call to be pastor at Whiteviver, the place left vacant by
NMite's depaviure. Because of his health, Arthur’s father, E.
Edogar Guenthery assumsd the role of assistant pastor, In Decem-

bhev, the congregation in Flagstaff extendsd a call to Pasbor

Mits. Due Lo The incee

sl amount of work being dong by obher

"missionaries” near Cibecwe, Nit: felt rvather reluctant to ac-

o Thicd,




capt. After discussing the matter with Francis Uplegoer, MNits
wan almost cevtaln that he woald decline, and just before Christ-

mas returned bthe call to Flagsbtaff.

Death was an unescapable veallbty on the resevvation. In the

fivet several months of 1981, the whooping cough bad taken the
Lives of & rnumbey of children,  One of two twing was often ne-
alected and sometimes died, Nitz had the funeval for such @

21ric Mity didn?t have

5y Fy e

G But not all were sad storie

B Theve wat e CoBe

Tov odwal with parvents of uanbaptized ohlilcdy

in particular, of a yvoung man who had previously avedlded heasyving
Missionary Nitz. He was a vebteran who was dying of a8 throat
ailment. Up wuntdl that point, the mam gave lithtle time to the

Wovd of Gead.  Nitz: weote, "Mow he listens o svery word T have to

say. The obther day, T baptized him. Me always wel comes
1
vigits. " When the Nitzes were gone, the young man died and was

my

buried by the Catholic priest. Many times the Indians burised the

ionmary Nitz was summoned, so bthe chance bto offer

dead before Mis
comfort at the grave site was nobt always afforded Frederic.
Death was a rveality, but 1t was ocbvious that death was no

raspecter of persons.  On Tuesday, aApril 3, 1951, Allyn Schup-

pentaver and two others rode along with Fredevic NMite to confer-
grce in Tucson, Arvilzona. Grace Nity stayed in Bylas with Bve

Sohuppenhauer. Im the afternoon of the same day, Mrs. Schuppenh-

auey called her hasband home foor a Fuaneral. After the funsral on

Wednesday moorning, Mi mnavy Sohuppenbaver decided to return to

Tueson in his own car to bake in bthe vest of the conference. Dix

190, Fredevic Mitz, Lebtiter written April 10, 1950,
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miles oubside of Tuoson, his car was struck by & traln, and
Sehuppenhauer was Rilled instantaneocusly. AL attending the
conference were stunned. Henry Rosin and Movm Berg immediatsly
ettt foor Bylas to inform and comfort Mre. Bohuppenhawey. I &
letter weitten April 11,08race Mitz recalled in vivid detail the
tense moment and the great scorrow that Bvie amd she sqaipervinced
Hy 1 s

T odon*t believe 1'11L ever forget that night
avoungd S 18% after we bobth had all the childran in
hed, we wevre sitting in the living room, she was
mending, and I orocheting, while she was telling
mep abouwt the time when she started going with
Sohupp and what good times they and soms obhey
couples always had together. Dy P00 she
noticed a carv drive up and she looked a little
staved so T o bold hey bhat I¥d ¢ T the doory with
Wy . When we put the Light on and saw Pastor
Rosin and NMovrm Berg ancd his wife come up bthe wally,
wir didn?t quite kroow what o say.  Bub all of a

todery bobh of us motilced that all threse of Lhem
s gyave and solsmn arngd immediately Thought
s bancs.

1s
£ f’

Pastor and Mra. Nit: spent much time in the nexst few wes

in

hplping Mrs. Schuppenbader gelt her things in orvder.  They halped

hey pack hey bhings and tried to help her and hey children get
situated in the Midwest again. With the death of Missionary
Schuppesnhausr, therse was & vacant position in Bylas. It would

appeay From documents wedbbten to Pastor Eongel, the Exscative

Secretary Tor Indian Missions in 1%

i1y that therve were thowghts

of calling Fradervic Nity: bto Bylas and having Juroff veplace Nit;

oy
FY

i1
in Cibecus.

Lhowght that Francis @y wanted

U les

Fradevic Nite to be given the call to Bylas so he could teach

11, Paul Schliesserv, Lebter written to Hol.o Engel, May 31, 1951,

pee |



Nitz move Apache.  Bub in a letter dated June 11, 1951, Upplegger

DT B

o his feelings thalt it would be a mistake for NMity to

leave the Cibecoue field:

Duy concern for Bylas mast notb 2
consideration for Cibsoue. We lonayies heve
are all very decided in owr judgemsnt that Freder-
ic Mity should not be taken away from thers. MHis
work at Cibecue has been singularily bl ; M o
at the pogt befors him bas had ap to
tants at Bible class. Likewlise is he
the preaching places in bthe Carvizo valley and
wlsawhive, I ofeel sure LU would make a detvimen-
tal effect wporn the Indians at Cibecue and the
abther places 1f ke showld mnow taker away From
them,  One Cibecus Indian o time i @l me w o
"Why dooogoodd missionaries not stay with as?"

with ooy

24

I Beptenber g 1951, Uplegoer again commented o bhe thought
Mite being called to Bylas:

It Past. Lembke doss not accept the call, - well I
think rmow of your vemark regarvding Fradervic Mitse
anc that youw have anobther man in ming that would
mot be the vight man for Bylas, but could be
called to Dibecue, 1F Mitz would go to Bylas.
Mow, every ong of bhe ocoworebees s wonld, with
me, vegard that a most uanfortunate turn for
Cibgoue wherve bthe danger that our Mission might
wiffer harm is much greater tham it is at Bylas.
Bylas is in all rvespects the sasiest place in our
field., &Y Cibecuse and the nelghboring Davvizo
Valley bobth the aApache indspendant preacher and

part thyeatens in Bylas., Frederic Mits has the
confidence of the people we have o count oan at
Cibecoue and the obther places he serves. It would
be rvesented by them if he should be taken away
From SThem.  And if a certain man is not the suit-
able man for Bylas bhen he is much less the man
foor the wider Cilbecuwe Fisld. Moreover: Frederic
Mits and Rupert Rosin form & team that worbks
together Wwith mutual undevetanding, devotion and
ability, as has not been the 2 in that Tield in
yaars past.

The Executive Commibtes nevery exbtended the call to Fredervic

Mite te FLll the vacancy in Bylas, though muach thought was given

o it.  For gquite some time, calls were sent oul and reburned.

Pagtoy E. 0. Fredrloh recelved the call on July 5, 1951, and



weturned Lt oon the Mlsb.  Pasbtor Alfred Walther of Livingstons,
Montana, was givern the call to Bylas on August 7th. Me rebturned

Lhie call as well., On Sugust 29th, the call was sent bo Pastor

Albert Lovens of Slad s Ln. Twe weeks later he

e ys, Wi

returned the call., A& call was extended to Hevbert Lemke. He,
Lo, declined. For guilte some bime, Mr. Ed Rasmussen filled in
as spirvitual leader in Bylas, with the help of the missionaries

i the survounding avea.  When the NMitsz

accepted & call bo
Mendricks and Avcoo, Minnesoba, the vacancy in Bylas had not vetb

bheern filled,

47

Grace Mity was also

ingtramental in hery busband?s ministry.

She plaved the organ for services on a regular basis.  Buat most
cofoall, she befriended many of the Indian women. She did not
isolate hevself from them becanse they were Indians but treated
Ghiem as she would any other friend. Frederic Mity wrobte concgrn-
ing his wife: A onumber of women comse berve ofbten amdd visit with

L

Grace by the how in owr living voom. They really enjoy that.”

The previows pastor’s wifte was nobt so ope

notoe veceiving others

into the parsonage.  Only Good knows bhow soch simple acts of kind-

M8

advanced the spreading of bthe Word.
Bewides the spivitual work done by Frederic Nite, he did

many things to ke the mis

Lo runmdng on & physical level.

When the watertank at Lower Cibecus brobe, Nit: helped the obhers

vapair dt. When there were troubles with the Jes

vyl helped as

bast he could to oget it going again.  When the house needed too be

e Fredervic NMitz, Lebber written March 30, 19503 less than six
mortbhes From The day they cams o Dibeous.,

ey



imsulated, 1t was Fredervic who orawled up in the Little space

VA ool

above the ceiling to install insulation.  When the chapel
of o places tooosit, he built move pews and replaced the old pews
that had been macde with unplained boavds.  Even with all of this,
Fis greatest care was For She souls of the aApache people and his
oy family.

sived the call to

On Christmas Eve Day, Pastor Nits rec

Hendvicks and Avoo, Minnesota. Tt precesd Lo be & very difficult

decision for Fredevic Nitz: to make. He oicdn?t want to leave the
Mission Boarvd with another difficult vacancy to Fi11.  He weobe:

A1) the Indians to o whom T ohave tallked would Like

in Cibecus - also the misslonarvies and teachsrs Lo whon we have
13
tallked." Finally, or Jamaary 11th, Pastor Nit: decided to

aceapt the call to Minnesota. He confessed it was very difficull

Lo leave., Nits*s ve

o for accepting was malnly for reasons oof
fealth.  For some time, his wife had been in need of regular

NI A

mechical care, and living in Cibecus, the nearvest medical

ance was to far away o be practical.

The mi LAy L

of both the Fort apache and Sam Carlos
reservations planned a sweprise farewell for the Nitzes. One by

onEry peaple showed uap. The Nibxe had expected the Melevs for

supper, so thaey had bubchered a rooster. O more people came

they wondered how they might feed all these people. The guests

browaht the food also.  After ealting, there were a few spesches

1

made, they all sang some songs, and then Pag Mity spoke. He

13. Fredevic Nitz, Letter written January 7,



was choked up o at the love that his fellow workers had displayved

as M oand his family werve aboult to leave. Fredevic Nits wrote

the cday after the get-togethers  MWe never vealized how well we

wve liked by all the mission people until now.  This will bhe a
i

clay that we will never Fovget.”

After rveaching Hendricks, Pasbtor Mits: wrobte the following

about the Indians? reactlons bto the NIz leaving Clbeoue

"Ouwy pavbting in Arizona was very difficaldt. Many Indiang camg to

cody place the last days and paid ug farewsll viéit%. Deme gave

us gifte such as basbkebs ebto.  Some book owy parding very hard

something we had not expected since they do ot often show theilr
15

gmod lons,

=t

vy LE0E. summed up the feel -

ings of the Missicon Boavd to the deparburve of Frederic Mitz from
Apachelanc: "l A Y o have lost in bhim a good Tndian
Mismsion wmrh@v""lb This was nob the end of his work with bthe
Apaches, however.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR APACHE IMNDIAN MISSIONS - 1959-1989

Fredevic Nity Jodmed the World Bmmrd i 1S, At the time

cof By Convention of that vear, Pastor Nit: was still shepherd
of thres congregations in Wisconsing Cocohrane, Oream, and Buffalo
City.  Hoon afterwards, he became pastor of 85t. John's Ev. Lu-

thevan CDhuveh in New Uim, Minnesoba.

14, Frederic NMits, Letter wribtten Februaary 18,
hefore leaving Cibeoue.

o onine days

levic Nite, Letter written March 13,

March, 1% g



Fovr the firvst several vears, Fredevic Nite served as &

mambey at lavge.  Boon, however, the Execubtive Committes reoroan-
iaed ibself, and Nidtz was given the responsibility of being the
seoretary. He remained in that post foor about eight vears. Then

Ay L

the Gommittes Ffor Apache Indian Missions again veallgned
itwself, this time with Nits: as chaivman., He served in that
capacity unbil 1986, I 1989, Pastor Mite did mnot seeb re-
@lection to the World Boarvd but decided to retire from thalt work

which he had done for Sthivby vears.

Fastor Nite: jowrneved three btimes & vesar Lo Milwaukes for
Weer Lol Board mesetings.  Once a year, toogether wilth the rest of the

committes, he would visit the mission field in 6rizona.  That

gave him an opporbunity bo ovensw some of the friendships thalt had

tablished many years before and see some of the land he
travalled as a missiconary.s

Beding on the Executive Commibttes for Apache Indian Missions
was not & glamowrous position.  In the vears that Mite was chairv-
many, tight budget stingencies forced him to make deep cuts.
Having to make the decision on where to skimp was nob easy.  Then

the proposed budget was handed over b the Board of Trustees

Pastor em. Elton Muebner, who sey

mwgel o the Board of Trustess,

raecal led one incident when the Boavd reguested the presence of

Nitz when they were going to talk about the Apache budgst.
Pastor Nitz: must have espected that they were going to say he had

ok cut deep enough. Irnstead, they asked him whether the mis-

e

Sionar

in the fielcd coulad po

)

ihily Tive under the fimancial
comelitions that such a strict budget reguired, In ordey bo avold

cubting mar-power on the veservations, Nit: recommended zevoing



cut Yhallding improvements. " Because the Foard of Trustees saw
he shralghts in which the Apachse missions found themselves, they
approved the budget and actually granted move money so thatb
improvements could be made.

Eventually, outting bullding improvements was no longer
ereagh.  Mite and the other boarvd members wers foroed to maks

cuts in man-power and facilitiess. In 1982

ooty only Tndian
church in Phosnix was foroed o olose its doors. In that same
yvear, the decision was made to shuat the Cibeoue school.  The ons
native pastor, GQuincy Wilsey, resigned. These are just a few
gramples of the matters Fredevico Nitz: had to deal with daving the
wRarn of e YEar.

When Fredevic Mits accepted the call to Oure Savior, Hun
City, Arvizona, in 1978, he moved much colaser to the work than bhag

ean the case in Mew Ulm. From the time he reburned to Avizona

until the time he vetived from Tthe Executive Commitbes, Fradervic
NMitse made frequent dtrips to the reservabtions to help the mission-
arigs and teachers therve spread the Word of God in the most
effective way possible.

It wwuld be almost impossible to conclude this papsry in a

better way than I the words found in the

Mem

gy page 85, Thesse words not only suam oup Frederic

siong, but they also give an dndication of his whoele ministry as

arn "e-mnaghoodd” to bhe lost sheep of Apacheland.

woLf we fal

We would also be remi acknowl ~
ecge that 1989 brings with it the oot 30
Bosmryioe on BWM for Rev., Fredevio BMitz. ALl
B ovEAYS were spent on bthe Execubive Commit-




tew for the apache Indian Missions Fo
ok aval hesart, bils wisdom and guidance, his love
foor the Apache people we thank him and we tharbk

oy Loord.,

=3
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THE FORT APACHE INDIAN RESERVATION

AREAS OF THE RESERVATION SERVED BY FREDERIC NITZ

1. East Fork - 1946 7. Cibecue - 1949-52

2. Whiteriver - 1948-49 8. Carrizo Canyon - 1%49-52
3. Mavrick - 1948-49 @ 9. Showlow - 1949-52

4. McNary - 1948-49 10. Carrizo - 1949-52

5. Canyon Day - 1946,49 11. Forestdale - 1949-52

6. Cedar Creek - 1946,49 . 12. white Springs - 1949-52
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