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The slightest insight into the work of Pastor Gotilieb
Fachtmann makes one ask: "ijhat could he have done in the
age of the automobile?" But, of course, this is a moct
question because the twentieth ceniury appsrently Jdoes not
afford as rapid » founding of congregations, especially
German Lutheran congregations, as did the nineteenth,
Nevertheless, there can be no doubt that Gottlieb Fachtmann
was the man for his time and one certainly used by the Lord
of the church,

Gottlieb Fachtmann was a phenowenal missionary and founder
of congregations. Koehler cites 1857 as "the beginning of the
fruitful activity of Synod's first traveling missionary,
Pastor G. Fachtmann.”l Fachtmann had first set foot in Wisconsin
in the summer of this same year, He had come to Milwaulee
with a recommendation of Pastor Wall, president of the
Kirchenverein im esten. 2

fassigned by President Muehlhaeuser to the congragations of

Richfield and Town Tall: (o

hington Co.), he received —ermission
?

from these congregations to make = missionary ‘ourney, snd thus,

Fachtmann started deoing the work for which he sheotld best be

remembered, In this fall, 1357, journey we have recrrd of him

visiting Sheboygan, Flymouth, Calumet, Chilten, Fond du 1
denasha, Heenah, Derlin, lHortonville, Herw Lendon, and Belle
[laine. In the early menths of 1358, this tireless ~rascher

was heard in Hericon

. -~ ]
n, Beaver Dam, Columbus, and Tustisferd,3

Hell, what does a Synod do when = mon is almost single-handedly



evangelizing the state after which the. Synod is named?
The answer ig simple: The Synod endorses his worl, This
the Wisconsin Syned did at its 1858 convention held in

Milwaukee from May 30, to June 3,“

6]

Since a pastor's ministry is usually an extension of hi
perscnality we do well to briefly look at the charactrristics of
Fastor Fachtmann thot made him unique among the men in the
early days of Synod with res-ect to missionary ability (Jim

Jitt's bias toward woldehnke notwithstanding). fxplaining

Fachtrann's predilection fer mission work, Koehler st-tes:

Evidently his natural bent was in that direction: a love
of nature and of travel, the =bility to mix A
and to size up men an’ cenditions, an% in this
sphere the urge ta spread ithe Gespel,

Fachtmann continued his missionary travels in 1858, 1e
seems to have been wmoving all the time. In fact, in his history
of the Synod, Koehler oftem resumes hig narrative on Fachtmann

with a statement such as, '"We left Fachtmann in...", Many

4
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members of our congregations have seen his name in their
amiversary publicationsz, not realizing that the none Tachtm nn
gives their church a kinship of erigin with numerous cther

Wisconsin and Minnezsota consregations,

We come mow to the considrration of the - uestion rosed by

the title of this paper, "Gottlieb Fachtmann: Unionistic Cpportunist

. A

or Cverly Zealous Missionary?' Someone might ask =hether it
is possible to be ovarly zealous when it comes to doing wission

work., If doctrines are compromised or fellcwship princinles

are ignored, then, of course, the d nswer is

-

n the offirnrative,

[ N
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There can be no question as to Fachtmonn's zeal for the
gospel and its s-read, ot only does the large number of

preiching stationg give corodence to his zeal, but alsc

the amount of worls he did 2t each nlace, 4 few ercerpts

from a letter o uehlhaeuser dated September 1, 1358, are

in order:

From New London Hardenville is barely two German miles, and
one German mile this side of Hardenville there is a
congregation of mere than 60 German TLutheran Tamilies, here
| I was busy last sunday from 9 a.m. till 5 pP.m., thrre were
I about 40 communicants, 120-130 hezrers, who partly had to

| stand in front of the scheol and under the windews, after
the service we celebrated the Lord's Supper, then T still
had to baptize 11 children and administer a sick cemmimion,
after th-t, sunday afterncon, I was fetched by vehicle to
Lenashee, 12 miles avay, arviving at - pP.-m., preached and
baptized tiro children =t 10 Otelock

E
i
i
!
{
I

“a e @

Outside of baptismal and communion sermons, I hove already
Preached 18 the month of sugust, have bantized

36 children, ts 2ve administered the Lowd's Sunper

to sicl necple

e have to marvel ot the industry and dedication shown

by this bachelor pastor., ind he surely was not doing this

o

gosnel work for "filthy lucre.! He also mentions finsnecos

in the above letter,

Iy pocketbeoole is 1ike the o0il cruse of the widow ~f
Zarephaths; soon empty but always encugh to go on, the great
number of baptisms, even though cne-third are christenad
gratis, 2ll the same always heln the traveling missionary

to get back on his feer again.,

[§

Fachtmann had zeal. But, was it a zeal withcut discretion?
Fcehler scoms to think so, e describes Fachtmann as bhaine

8]

cf "unienistic tendancy. " “Yet, pehaps this was due mere to
the nature of his worlk, cr what Fachtman?én.sidernd e be the

nature of hig worl, thon to a confe

2]

ssional indiffarence,

Y



As Reilseprediger Fachtmenn's Function was to look
for new fields and minister sporadically to these same fields
until a man could be called, The very label "Reiseprediter!
implies th t this man's work is mere extensive then intensive,

Thot does not mean that a Reiseprediger could be excused for

ny

tolerating Reformed doctrine or practice, or other doctrinal
errors., +nd the evidence ap-enrs to favor an acouittal of
the charge thit Fachtmangwas generally indifferent toward
confessionalism

Hustisford was one lccation where Fachtmann showed his
concern for confessional Lutheranism. About one hundred Families,
who had separated themselves from another pastor, had united in
crder to build a church. It was Fachtmann who Murged them to
found a purely Lutheran congregation, so the strugsle against
the Reformed or the Union would not be perretuated, °

And it w

o

s at Calumet where a group of perple with
humanist tendencies ewpressed a desirs to join the 3ynod, 'But
Fachtwann opposed their wish because with their stand they
P . ; 0

could no henestly acrept the Mgsburg Confession,

It also was Fachtwann who in 1360 petitioned Loehe
concarning the possibility of sending students to the Vartburg
Sewminary of the Iowa Synod and requesting th:t "the students
he had in view would not be subjected to the tezching of fhe

. . i ; , B I

eschatological. ideas thet the seminary sponsored, Mavz,

perhaps the very thought of sending students to another seminary

shows some flaw in Fachtmznn's thinking, nevartheless he was



=

concerned that the students not be taught doctrines crmtrary

to Scripture., If, as Koehler asserts, Fachtmann was unicnistic
during his days with the isconsin Synod it probably should

be considered the result of ~n overly zealous mission emrhosis,
‘Irites Koehler about the Synod in zZeneral:

The Wisconsin Synod from the start stood For Iuthersnism,
shee the practice in the body was at variance with that
coenfession, it must be charged fo the perscnal stoand of
individual members, to the lack of clear Judegment in
in'ividual cases in a new field, tec the porscnal and

in wany a way not clarified relations with the German
societies, and to the missionary zeal that was blind ta
everything but the ingathrring of sculs (my emphasis), 12

—_—

Putting the best construcfion on Fachtmann we'll/conc’ude
that the underlined phrase wag the major cause of his unionistic
practices whenever they manifested themselves, although his
connection with the German mission societies (which connection
he courted) also comesinto play here,

Fachtmann did occasionally "settle down." In September of
1859, he took a call that meant full-time parish work for

congregations in La Crosce and Burr Oal. Fachtmann ewven

taught school so it was necessary ror him to stay in one nlace

for a while, at leadt until the bell rong to end the day's classes,
f:u/v)/
But, even wwith Ffull-time narish work FachtmannAtlme to do mission
dorle Al PR I
work along the Missisginni,
In 1263, Tachtwann became Tthe successor at St, Paul,

Frther Heyer, founder of the Minnesota Synod,

Fachtwann himself joined the Synod; a move which ultimately

resulted in the humiliation of this hardrorking missionnry,

'

The story is somewhat blurred, Heyer woved to Uennsylvania,



but retained the presidency of the l{innesota Synod. TFachtmann
was elected secretary of the Synod and, for all practical
purposes, was its acting president,

In 1854 there was o veoin attempt to oust Fagchtmann
from the 3t. Paul church, He was charged with unionistic
practices and making less than reverent remarks about the
Confessions; this latter charge seems to have been a
fabrication. anyway, the charges did not result in his
removal}s

In 1367 Fachtmann resigned the pastorate of Trinity,
St. Paul and began more travels as a missionary. Koehler
attributes this to his 'old wanderlust.”l6
The years until 1871 were fruitful ones for Fachtmann.

In the book, lMinnesota District Golden Jubilee History,

b

Fachtmann (although he is listed as '"George' Fachtmann) is

named as one of the ezrly pastors in articles written sbout
feur of the churches, He crganized 3t, John's, Minneanclis, on
Cctober 13, 1837, He preached at Friedens, New rrarue, The
other two are Salem, Lorztto, Minnesota, and, of course, Trinity,
St Qaul}7

In 1871 Fachtmann was expelled from the Minnescta 3ynod,
Although a novice in readings cencerning church expulsions,
this writer found it difficult to believe that such charges,
in such exitreme language could be made against a wman with
Fachtmann's record, Either between the years 1367 and 1271

1y 2

Fachtmann had become the most reprehensible man in Chri-tendem,



b

e

to be classed with some of the depraved popes, or the
charges against Fachtmsnn were written in an hyperbole
not becoming scrious acrusation. The latter seems to be

the case, Ierhsps scme Synodical politics was afoot.

The charges are recerded in Geschichte der Minnesota~Synode.

e cite some quotations alon~ with this writer's translation:

In der Verhandlung da ruber ist er als ein gnnv

verwvorrener Mann, was Lehre und Erkenntnls anbetrifft,
erfunden worden., Seine Praxis ist, selbst vom allgemelnen
christlichen Standpunkt aus, eine hcchgt verwerfliche.

In the discussion concerning this, with reference to
learning and understanding, he had become a completely
muddle-headed man, His practice is utte rly reprehensible,
against the universal Christian point of view,:

Er versuchte allen Ernstes die Synode zu zerreiszen und
eine OppOulLlonS -Syncde zu grunden und wurde als ein
ganz im Lugengeiste verlommener Hann of “embar,

He attempted with all earnestness to tear
Fynod and to establish an opposition 3yncd
become manifest zs a man cempletely rulned by oatan.

18

ind they end up with a prayer for his repentance after
they have "handed him over te the devil.,"

It is extremely difficult te comprehend what produced
such vile charges against this man. Even Koehler states that
he has found no historical data.

The 1871 Iinnesota synodical report tells about

Fachtmann's exrulsion and denounces him as a unionist,

a liar, and as one who misused his office as traveling
miszionary to qttnmpt the “Ouﬁdlﬂﬂ cf another Syno

Fachtmann's record as a unlonl t has become Tamiliocr to
us, but it scems utraﬂﬂc to a al student ¢f history

that the historical To*lc, fr@m whlch some of our data
has been gained, cmits to offer the proof for the

other two charges, and offers no information as to the
further history of the man who, after 2ll, ’d dome 1
yeoman's service in the Jiscensin and Minnesets 3YNoas .



It seems that if Fachtmann was desirous of starting
his own Synod, there could have been no better days than
his days as the Wisconsin Synod Reiseprediger. He was highly
respected evervvhere he went and was frequently extended
calls by the peo-le whom he served at the various towns.
We will even grant that he had unionistic tendencies, but
these probably were not the tendencies of an op-ortunist.
Fachtmann was a zealous, hardworking missionary to whom our

Synod oires many thanks,
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