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THE BUILDING OF & MISSION: IN THE GRANITE STATE.

The fTact that a church may exist for over 100 vears is indeed a
blessing of God’s grace. The members can look at their church’s
history with pride and give thanks to God for the Taithful leaders
they have been given. For a young mission congregation, however, the
focus is different. Yes, the people do look with pride upon their
church’s history, but they are always considering what will happen
next year. They have concerns aboub the growth of the church, the

assimilation of new members, the loss of members who have moved, the

¢

worship facilities, and possibly even the financial budget. At the

is some fear that their church may not

0
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root of all these concern
sUurwvive.

The congregation of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Amherst, New

©

Hampshive, has faced all these concerns to a cervtaln degres at ong
time or another. Yet, the Holy Spirit has made St. Paul a strong
Fortress where the Word of God has besen taught faithfully for over 18

vears. God has richly blessed this congregation with many spescial

gifts, most important of which is the foundation of its church: the

Scriptures.
. . r

Their desire for the Truth can be clearly seen from the very start
of the church in New Hampshire. This desire began out of a need for a
conservative church in the Granite State. In the southern part of New
Hampshire there had only been a few Missouri Synod Lutheran Churches.
One of these churches was located in Nashua, New Hampshire (located in
the south-central part of the state; Just north of the border with

Massachus

@

tts). This church was called Christ the King Lutheran

Church.

some of this church’s members were unhappy with the pastoral
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leadership. The pastor was very liberal and offended some of his
members by his insistence to be called the “bishop“.‘ When the
pastor, then, Lried to purchase Lhe parsonage from Lthe financially
burdened church and later asked for a housing allowance, 1t was too
much. Three families left Christ the King Lutheran Chuych with no
conzservative confessional church to call their home.

One of these families hried calling WELS Pastor Karl Gurgel of
south Windsor, CT, for assistance. Dan Goeltze and his family hopead
Lo astart a new mission in New Hampshirve. They had been members of
Pastor Gurgel’s church. and after they had moved from Massachusetts
(where they helped start the WELS church that is presently in South
attleboro, MA) they now asked for a conservative church in thelyr new
home state of New Hampshire. The Goeltze family scheduled a masebing
with Pastor Gurgel to discuss the possibility of a new WELS mission in
Nashua:3 On February 16, 1975, the Gosltzes, along with the Lwo olther
families who left Christ the King Lutheran Church (Dennls & Kris
Fietze and Fred & P}ylll: Messenbrink), met with Pastor Gurgel.4 From
that point on exploratory work was started.

Alveady orne week from that first mesting Pastor Gurgel returned to

zcout the community’s interest in a new
church,s Advertisements were put into LUTHE@A%S

COMM!TTED TD JESUS CHRL@T AND
HIS INSPIRED, UNERRING WORD
A meeting at S. Spencer MacLaughlin’s

the local paper inviting those

interested In the Tormation of a on February 23, 7:30 p.m. will be held fo-
. discuss the development of -a new,
conservative Lutheran church to attend a Lutheran fellowship based on an unicom-

promised Bible and an unchanged pur-
et ima At Fhe Naa L . SR RNION pose of proclqunlng forgiveness, .and
meeting at the Nashua Arts and Science salvation in thé Eruclfied and risen Sop/
ofGod '

Phona zzs' ésw or 746-3730 - ..,
e 100 . e

center. Except for the three families,

however , not many from the community

came .



With Lhis as a nucleus, Lhe church services were Lo begln on
Jure 1, 1975. Again the local paper was used to announce the
formation of Ehis new mission. @An article from the Broadcaster of
May 28 announced that the worship services would be held "on the

first and third Sundays of every month at 7 P.M. at the Red Cross

Building, 28 Concord Street, MNashua, New Hampshire“k

Thirteen
people worshipped the Lord at that first service.7 Shortly
thereafter, Pastor Gurgel realized he could not travel the great
distance to conduct the worship serwvices and the Bible Class, Sunday
school, and meetings which followed. He began to switch off and on
Wwith Pastor David Scherbarth of the WELS mission in Rumford, RI (now
S . Attleboro, MA). On October 26, 1975, Pastor Scherbarth took owver
the exploratory work in Naehua.g

At about this time the names of John and Dee Marks were
recommended to Pastor Scherbarth. They had been members of a
Missouri Synod church in Manchester, Connecticut. Before they moved
to New Hampshire their pastor "sadly could not recommend a very
conservative church to them, even though there were three other
Missouri churches in the area" . By the Lovrd’s hand they were
brought into the small fold of believers in the Red Cross Building.
Suddenly the potential of this small group was becoming quite clear.
411 four of the families had come from conservative Lutheran
backgrounds —- two of the men (Dennis Fietze & John Marks) were
former classmates at a Missouri Synod Seminary. Pastor Scherbarth,
Lherefore, asked the synod that their exploratory group be given
mission status and also be glven manpower. Rare%y had both ever

been given at the same time, bub Lwo weeks later (November 9, 1975)

the Secretary of the General Board for Home Missions, Norman Berg,



wrote 'the.m:’c
Please inform the exploratory group at Nashua, New
Hampshire that the General Board for Home Missions has
granted it mission status. This means that the
membars are free to ovganize formally and to look
forward to the day of acquisition of a church site and
a chapel. The General Board for Home Missions also
has granted the new mission the right to call a
resident pastoy .’

The synod had realized the potential of starting a new mission
in MNew Hampshivre. The synod’s vision was Lo be in every state by
78, and this mission would alse open up the doors for the rest of
New England (Vermont and Maine).

This new mission of the WELS now sought a parsonage for their
future pastor. Alveady in that same month they purchased a home

. . . /2
located in the town of Merrimack (just west of Mashua). e
group then chose a name for their church and incorporated it With

, - ) Wy 13 -
the State of New Hampshire on January 15, 1976.7 At that time the
members quickly prepared the empty parsonage for the coming of
their first resident pastor, David Clark from Sussex, WI. They
also prepared the community by informing the Nashua Telegraph of

#

hizs installation service for January 18, 1976." The 18-member
congregation and other WELS and ELS visitors gathered at the
nearby Greenbriar Terrace Healthcare Chapel for Clark’s
installation.

Une month later St. Paul congregation moved into the
Greenbriar Terrace health facility because it provided move voom
for growth. They paid no rent orn the building but they gave gifts
to the center for the use of the rooms.wf several of Lthe elderly
residents of the home regularly attended the services. One
elderly man even Joined the mission congregation.m During 1976 the

graufh
church experienced a drowing surge. Under Pastor Clark the
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mission grew from 18 souls to 22 (plus 9 from Vermont).

Because of the sconomic growkh in MNew England, more and more
people came into the arvea. To make the most of this opportunity
in June of 1976 Pastor Clark opened a preaching station in
Concord, MH. One month later. however, he closed the preaching
station, and focused on another area. In August of 1976, Pastor
Clark started a preaching étation in Barre, VT, arocund a nucleus

5Ff 2 families. He trawvelled there once a monkh to serve Lthe

members of St. Paul living in Vermont.
The St. Paul congregation, too, was actively involved in
serving its church. Three women taught the Sunday School

children, and prepared the 12 or so children for the first

L : Fond /(/ o 1 - .
Christmas Eve program. several of the men, meanwhile, did a lot
of work finding a new site for a church building, since the Synod
' . . o, 206
had given them the authovrity to do so (November Z, 1976 ). The

majority of the evangelism work, howsver, was dons by Pastor
Clark. He did canvass work in the neighborhoods and used the
Nashua Telegraph frequently to advertise special services.

In 1977, however, conflicts surfaced between some of the
membars and Pastor Clark. The Messenbrinks and Goeltzes lefi St.
Paul after a period of dissention. The problem had revolved
around the subject of fellowship, when one of Lhelr daugthers
(from the Missouri Synod) wanted to play the organ for a worship
seyvice. This situation, come&igg with personal conflicts, caused
these two very active founding families to leave. Suddenly the
President and Secretary of the congregation were gone.ll By God’s
grace, however, the mission survived and two new families

transferrved Lheir membership'to St. Paul: Ken & Sandy Budnik. and

2}



Pat Miragliuolo. They, too, became quickly involved in the

., 22 . .
congregation. Ken Budnik Jjoined the council, and Pat Miragliuolo

filled in as organist the second week she was there.ij

The next year, St. Paul welcomed the Mills family into their
midst . Pastor Clark had met with them in his canvassing work in
the Nashua area. He met with Cathy Mills for 3 hours using the
Talk About the Savior evangelism program and he spoke with her
about the importance of her child’s baptism. The Mills family
invited Pastor Clark over to their house again, and soon they
began to take instruction classes. The father, Bruce, had no
Christian background, and his wife, Cathy, had no Lutheran
background, but through the Spirit’s power they were brought to
Faith in their Savior. After taking a 28 week course they became
members on June 18, 1978. Bruce Mills was then immediately
if

.. o2 ) _
elected Lo Ltwo positions on the council. (Note: On June 18,

1978, St. Paul congregation was vecelved into synodical membership

=
0

by the Michigan District Convention.)g

Irn 1979, the mission saw the addition of Bob and Dee
carruthers, who transferred their membership from a Missouri Synod
church in Missouri. Despite the slight growth in membership,
however , there was still a noticeable conflict between some of the
members and Pastor Clark. Some had diszapproved of his freqguent
changes in forms of liturgy to make the service "user~friendly”.£é
The conflicts finally ended when Pastor Clark accepted the call to
@erve Hope Lutheran Church in Detvoit, Michigan, on August 19th.
vastor David Scherbarth ( from Rumford, RI) was asked again to Till
Lhis vacancy,¢7

Just prior to this, however. in the summer of 1979, Pastor



Clark had located property that was for sale in Amherst, Mew

Hampshive. The Souhegan National Bank was relocating and its

building and 3.1 acres were walting to be purchased. It was very
appealing property Lo tna congregation since it was very close to
the parsonage and also close to a major road. St. Paul submitted
the site to the mission board for approval, and Pasztor Norm Berg
and Pastor Scherbarth came to see the land. Upon examination of

Eor . . a8
the property the Poard of Home fMissions authorized the purchase.

Purchasing the site from the town of Amherst, however , wWasn’t
as easy as getting the synod’s approval. The congregation of St.

Paul had to be wvery patient as the zoning and planning boards of

53}

amherst caused considerable delays. Dernis Filetze, John Mark
and Bruce Mills had to do a lot of work in preparing what the town
hoards wanted. Orne man on the board, in partlcular, was a Lhorn

in their side during this transaction. Finally on February &,
1980, Lha purchase was completed and the man who had been the
"

cause of the delavs =aid to the board, (ou reallrze you Jjust gave

R . . 29
of prime land that 1s now btax e><en‘u:~t."."a The

Ul

away 2.1 acre:
property was purchased for 3‘:135,000?O

Pastor Richard Schleicher, was installed four days later (Feb
10). In late December of 1979, the Lord had led Pastor Schleicher
fyrom Crown Point, Indiana, to taks the call to serve St. Paul .
pastor Schleicher had helped the congregation in Indiana Qith a
building project, and now he found himself at the beginning of
another one.jl The work began immediately as the members were
involved in tearing out the teller cages of the old bank, as well

as removing the old wallpaper. In July of 1980, Pastor Schleicher

used his wood-working skills to build an altar, lectern/pulpit,

~4



baptismal font, hymnboards, missal stand, candleabra and communion
Tail.gal

By May &, the most difficult Jjobs were given to paild
contractors. Maplehurst Builders of Hollis, NH, installed an exit
from the lower level of the building. Having been a bank building
the walls were very solid. The concrete walls which they had to
bore through to make an exit were 18 and 24 inches thick. The
vault in the basement was left alone and was used as a small

33
classroom.

Due to the Health Inspector, the Building Inspector,
and the Fire Inspector, many changes needed to be made. Finally
on August &, 1980 the painting and carpeting was done, and the
congregation was glven an occupancy permit. The repalrs had cost
the mission $12,OOO.34

The new church was privately dedicated on aAugust 10. Pastor
Richard Schleicher conducted the first worship service in the new
building and preached from Matthew 6:19—21.35 The local newspapers
had throughout this period of the chuvch’s renovation publicized
st. Paul’s purchase of the bank in émherst. One resident of
nearby Milford (west of amherst), followed the advertisementis and
looked forward to the day the church would open its new doors. In
September Lthat woman, Karla Wolfe, attended St. Paul and she "felt
as 1T she had come back home". The members were warm and friendly
to her and made her feel comfortable right from the start. She
and her family Jjoined the church, and she still jokes today how
36

zhe is the first New Hampshire "Yankee'" Lo become a member .

.

On October 5, 1980, Pastor Walter Reckman, from Falls Church,

va, conducted a public dedication service in which he thanked God

for blessing St. Paul in the past five years. He preached from

8



Genesls 12:1-7 at the £:30 P.M. service. His theme was "From
Dispensing Earthly Treasures to Heavenly Treasures". Even though
the worship area in this former bank provided room for 70 chairs,
90 people were in attendance at this service. The mission group
felt confident now that it had a bullding of its own in which to
worship and meet,g7

In May of 1981, an old abandoned house, which also had been

£

located on the Amherst property, was razed. It was demolished In
order to remove the "eye-sore" and to give more vroom for future
growth. It came at a time when esvangelism was very key to the
mission of St. Paul Lutheran Church. New Hampshive’®s population
was growing and the church’s new location gave them new
neighborhoods te canvass. Pastor Schleicher worked hard at
canvassing the area, as did Bruce Mills and seveval other people.

The congregation reached out to the community with its first

Vacabion Bible School in aAaugust. Twenby-seven young students
39 ‘s -
attended the classes. New visitors were coming constantly to the

worship services. The congregation’s membership grew from 47 Lo
92 in 1981 .’70
The main reason for this growth was the acceptance of 30 souls

by profession of fTaith in the state of Maine. These new members
later became part of a preaching station in Portland, Maine.
Pastor Schleicher served this core of families (120 miles away)
every week from February 9, 1982 until July 11, 1982. Finally,
the station became "Beautiful Savior" of Portland, and left its

" “ . ) A .

mother" church, St. Paul, in February 1984. At that time 41
souls transferved their membership from St. Paul leaving it with

84 members. It was certainly difficult to break the close ties of



friendship that had been created with the people in Maine, yveb the

Lord had sktill left their church strong. From 1980 Lo 1985 Lhe

members to 102

-

church in Mew Hampshire had grown from 47
What type of evangelism work was
done to bring about this growth? The

Fivast half of the eighties was a

period when St. Paul employed various

outreach methods. They sent oul mass

mailings for Easter and Christmas

sevvices. They sent out cards Lo new

Vacation Bible School, a time to learn. A time for’
the wonderful truth of the-Bible to come alive for
« your child. A time to come to know Jesus as the
/»/ Savior. Enroll your child today. He or she wm be ./ %
vrateful for an etemal litetime! ) =

residents which asked for their

¢t
O

responses. They used newspapers

AUGUST 13-17
" - 9:30-11:30 A.M. .
St. Paul Lutheran Church .
Amherst, NH - - »
Call 880-8574 or 389-3027

WELS is the Wisconsin Evangehcal Lutheran Synod
Y!‘

invite people to special services, and

they promoted their Vacation Bible

school program every year. In April
1983, Lthey hosted a Focus on the

Family film serles which encouraged the community to learn methods

of Christian ;:J-an'em:ing.‘{Lj Almost every vear they tried something
new: they used Synod programs, personal evangelism programs
(Master’s Plan), phone calls, and canvassing.

Most of the real growth at this time, however, had come from
people with Lutheran background who transferred their membavrship
to St. Paul. The growth didn’t necessarily come about because of
outreach efforts. The Holy Spivit blessed this church with
members who shared the same love for God’s Word. What especially

Were
grew during the early eighties was the friendships through the
church programs. The mission was always good at fellowship

s~

gatherings such as potlucks, so they made frequent use of that.

10



The Womens® Fellowship aroup which had written its constitution in
1979 had become a permanent entity. The Sunday School program was
stryong with six teachers and 48 Students.qw The families ewven Look
their fellowship "outside" the church with fun nights at each
other’s house. They began as "pairvs and spares" outlngs for
couples, singles, and their children. They used this time to play
games, eak food, and have fun with their friends from church.4$
On November 10, 1985, Pastor Clark returned to conduct the
10th anniversary of St. Paul Lutheran l:'lm_n'ch."“7 The church could
look to its rich past with thanksgiving, but it was still
preparing for its future. The church was filled vegularly by an

. 50 . .
attendance of 75 people. There was even talk about holding two

services. Instead, they looked forward to build an addition onto

3

the side of the present structure.

FUTURE

WORSHIP (Ex;sting Worship) ‘

ELLOWSHIP - EDUC,
(seat ca. 144). F :

e

The members purchased pews from a church south of Boston, MA,

spending a full day driving two U-Haul trucks to pick them up.

11



They designed a church sanctuary that would seat 144 people. The
“drive through lanes" of the formey "bank" now became the
narthex/entry-way into the new church. Pastor Schleicher wrote
about these plans:
This former bank building, which has served the
congregation well as a church Tor the past five vears,
has been one of God’s sbundarnt blessings on this
congregation. However, with God’s continued blessings
upon our numerical growth iIn the past few yvears, the
congregation now finds itself ’outgrowing’ this
worship facility. Sunday morning services often find
us crowded and the sunday School classes ave of such a
size that it is now almost impossible to use the

former bank vaults as classrooms. $%

On May 11, 1986 they celebrated the Ground Breaking Serwvice
Tfor the new worship Tacility which would be added onto the sast
side of the church.Ea From July to October of 1986 the
construction took place. It interTered with VYacation Bible School
that vear, but later the new church facility would do much to
promote wovrship activities at Stﬁ Paul. Worship in the newly
built church allowed the previous building to be used for a
fellowship area which gave nesded room Lo the varisd organizatlions
-- most importantly the Sunday School program.

Pastor Schleicher continued Lo vemain at St. Paul, as he
returned the call extended to him in 1987. Later that vear, he
accepted the opportunity Lo serve as District Mission Boarvd

. - .
Chairman of the North Atlantic District. Taking on this
responsibility vequived much of his time and talents so he asked
zeveral members 1f they could serve as secretary for doing DME
work. In January of 1988, lLols Becker wvolunteeved her time and
soon she became the permanent church secretary.iglpastor
Sehleicher continued to faithfully use his time in meeting the

needs of St. Paul. On Marvch 4, 1987, which was aAsh Wednesday,



Karla Wolfe (a member of St. Paul since 1981) was struck by a car
as she was walking. Upon news of the tragedy the service was cut
short and the pastor visited with her. He dedicated his time to
.. . . 3¢
her as he visited her two times a week for seven months.
When Karla returned to her home paralyzed from the waist down
and confined to a wheelchair for life, the members of St. Paul

came to her support. The womens® group provided meals fTor the

Wolfe Tamily, and several of the women who came from nursing

1)

backgrounds assisted her whenever they could.'f7 It was a time when
the talents and gifts of God’s children were beautifully displayed
for the needs of a member of the family.

such talents have also been put to good use in different wavs.
Two families got the youth more involved in fellowship when they
initiated the Teen Youlh Group and the Pionesers. Brian & Julie
Stewartson and Richard & Enid Band have worked at getting the
voung pecple together for fun activities and Bible devotions since
1986.53 Part of their activities includes a youth retreat in
Grotonwood, MA, which has been an annual outing for the past eighﬁ
years.£7 These lay leaders were also instrumental in the success
of the Lutheran Boy and Girl Pioneers which started in 1988.
sfter speaking with adam Carruthers who has attended all the vouth
retreats and enjoyed the friendship with the leaders, its not hard
to see why he feelsm as if he is part of the family, and why
someday he wants to be a leader of the teens, too.éo Making
evervone feel a part of the family certainly is important to the
leaders of this church.

But what about the use of their time in doing evangelism work?

pastor Schleicher felt that the members did better than most of



the congregations in the district in doing personal witnessing of
their faith. They weren’t necessarily door-to-door knocking
svangelists, but they learned from the Master’s Plan seminars
(which they held on Saturday afternoons) how to share their love
of the Savior with family, friends, neighbors, or co-workers.
These were quite successful. Half of the members attended these
wor kshops and have since done their own personal evangelism.

Tn 1988, the church started sending out monthly mailings to
its prospects. It also started a video ministry which sent wvideos
of the church services to interested prospects. One of the
members, Richard Band, even dirvected a seminar on "Personal

Finance from a Christian Perspective", which brought people in

From oulside the church. The church used almost every form of
media to make St. Paul known to the community. "Precious is the

Child" spots were used on TV; special service invitations wers in
the local papers, a colorful ad was placed in the telephons book,
and baby mailings were sent to new parents ( congratulating ancg
advising baptism).az
since the addition of the new church building the membership
had grown from 106 (in 1986) to 141 (in 1988) to 150 (in 1992).63
Outreach did produce some of that growth am at one time a link of
PP
people started coming to church. It started with Linda Wilkin who
wor ked with Phil Becker (chairman of evangelism) at Digital
computers. She started coming, and then her sisters, and then her
ex-husband, and then some of their friends started attending
vegularly. Of those just mentioned only two became members but
the Word had been preached, and the name of Jesus had been shared

w, Hf\:
to each of them,H
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In the spring of 1990, four men from Morthwestern College were
invited to do some canvass work for about a week. These four men
canvassed almost 1,200 homes in their 5 days of work and recorded
30 progpectSu‘;’In the summer of 1991 a vicar served the church
For almost two months and also did much canvass work. These men,
as well as Pastor Schleicher and lay members, have cobserved that
people in New Hampshire are not willing to Jjoin any church. In
fact, about 50% of the state is unchurched and is happy to stay
that way. They don’t want to be bothered. The people are move
stand-offish and harder to get to know. This made it difficult to
Wwitness to others, bubt since it has worked successfully in the

. Q
past, new methods continually need to be found to witness to their

prasaent needs.éé
The evangelism effort continued in 1992 with the introduction
of a new worship service idea called a Festival of Friendship
Service.. It successfully brought people to the church and got
many members divectly involved.é7 Many people were excited about
this evangelism method, as well as the acquisition of their first
vicar, Paul Husbner, who served from Sept 1, 1991 until aAugust 31,
1992 . His addition to the pastoral staff did much to open the
eves of the members to the different aspects of ministry. Wayne
Oblender succeeded him and served from 1992-1993, offering St.
Paul the assistance it needed. ©On June 6, 1993, a second Festival
of Friendship Service was scheduled along with a youth group
musical presentation which followed the service. On March 20,
1994, the third Festival of Friendshﬁp Service has been scheduled,
now under its new pastor, Joel Rakos.ég

In July of 1993, Pastor Richard Schleicher accepted the call



to serve King of Kings Lutheran Church in Clifton Park, New York.
He preached his final sermon at St. Paul on August 7, 1993. He
remained in the parsonage until Yicar Wayne Oblender had finished
his vear of training at the end of AugustL. Immediately in
september , Pastor Harris Kaesmeyer volunteered his service as
vacancy pastor until November. He was very instrumental in
hglping the congregation remodel the parsonage. Between 15 and 20
people offered their time and talents in recarpeting, refinishing,
repainting and repairing the entire house. They spent $12,000 on
Lhe project. 67

Pastor Kaesmeyer also did some introductory work to the new
hymnal and some counseling work. These tasks now continue for the
new pastor, Joel Rakos. He had formerly served in Oklahoma City

for almost five vears, and had accepted the call to serve In

7¢

Russia as a missionary. He and his family, however, ran into
several problems there. Their child almost died threes times
because they could not get the medicine they needed. Several of

their personal possessions were stolen, as well, such as thelr
crib.7’ After almost a vear away Trom the public ministry Pastor
Rakos gladly accepted the call to St. Paul. On Novembsr 21, 1993,
Pastor Rakos was installed.

In these initial months, Pastor Rakos has been making every
member visits and asking them what they feel the strengths and
weaknesses of the congregation are. He has learned a lot,
already. He sees that the Lord has richly blessed St. Paul with
many talented and gifted people. They have been very well trained
in the Scriptures, yet they now are at a stage when they can take

4 l a few more risks. They come up with many creative ideas, vet thevy

B



7
don’t know how to express themselves.

some of the leadership of St. Paul had stated thelr concerns
Wwith Pastor Rakos that they have not been achting as
spiritually-minded as they have wanted. They are thinking too
much like buisnessmen (about the bottom line). The zolution which

Wwill be implemented soon is a Tuesday morning Bible atudy group on

-~

3

lass or Mens

o

leadership. It will be called the Leadership Bible
spiritual Growth Class (Note: The women hawve had a Thurasday
morning Bible class for the past several veavs.). The leaders
also want St. Paul to become a community church which offers a
worship service that is easy to follow and a Jjovy to attend. Part
of the sclution is the use of childrens’® sermons every other week,
as well as Lhe adoption of the new hymnal in the near future_74

What does the future hold for thiz small mission in the
Granite State? God only knows. The economy in New Hampshive is
starting to slip, and jobs in the computer industry are constantly
being cut. The population is velocating, too, Wwith the mowving of
these jobs. This was proven in 1993 when two families moved out
of the state. The membership of St. Paul now is about 120 souls
strong. Will it survive? There is work that needs to be done.
Evangelism is seen by most members to be 1Lz weakness, and many

Ll

others see the space Tor education being a problem. ¢till others
see personal conflicts or lack of involwvement as situations which
need attention.

By far, however, the members of St. Paul have confidence that
the Lord will contirue to provide them with his nourishing Word.
Two more families are in the process of Jjoining the church. Houw

- w }L ¢l X
often hasn’t that happened where active members have had to move
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away, and yet families move in and Fill their spol? A piloneer
leader voiced her concern about the groups being very small this
vear, vet down the voad there are several young families with

—
babies who one day may be a part of that program.

God has built this 18 vear old mission congregation with many
“strong bricks. They have a strong education program which prides
itself on the ktraining of the children in VBS, Sunday School,
Pioneers, and Youth Group. They have a strong sense of fellowship
in activities éuch as potlucks and womens® fellowship. They have

a close personal relationship with one another and are friendly to

all who visit their church. They have a strong sense of worship

s

through the adult and youth choirs, soloists, musicians, and they
are happy with their facility in which they worship. They have a
strong sense of stewardship, which iz exemplified by their
generous giving of offerings and time and talents to the Lovrd’s
service. These are all strong bricks which the Lord has used to
build up his mission. It is the foundation, or the cornerstone,
however , of God’s Word that has strengthened St. Paul the most.
Tt is like the house that is built upen the rock: the winds and
waves beat against it but it did not fall. So the Lord promises
his continual blessings upon this little mission as long as they

are built on Christ the =olid rock alone.

13
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