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olical Lutheran Synod severed

ron Chureh-HMissourl

followshiyp

later &

m Misgien wad alvaye b

al Confere Already

promise of the fleld,

ricen WO

Sehweppe and with the help of

nodsg, “the @E“E«w'

d Wigecongin ¢

both from the Missourl o

Lgeriae made @?GEQPQGUS 9 iritual prog P@Sug
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fifth @Q?'V@PS&?yg the ELOW statlstics showed 33,4

wbers, 13,645 communlcant members, rehes plus 33
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ES

otely staffed hos p

preaching statlens, 9h schools, a ¢




sors, and 10 Americen misslonarles,

o geminary

z, he

Eerly in ﬂ?bgﬂzm@ﬂ @ﬂaatod its own president, A,J.U.Ekong, and

s boards to help them towerd self-puf-

ficleney,
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year

the btinme,

WOL kowr

ring the next two years, Wiscon

& o

dogbrinel issues and with its own missilones

2o do

was nob O”GOubOﬁ it was ab le

tomporarily bebled, - A lettor of January 1963, however, placed

Ps2l

t vividly b@f@r@ th@ eyes ol 8yn

the Nigerisn prediceme:

- pffielals, Super int@mﬂcaﬁ Roﬁoutad@ wrote to the aoeunblve

on Board, Dr, Earl

the Synodl

g,,u

Furth, and sent copies of the letter to the heads of all four
involved synods, The letter explained the serious dilemma

in which the expatriot missionaries in Nigeria Lound themgelves,

Where did theg!PLand? - Whem-aid they represent? Which position

of church fellowship wers they—to practlee? How were they to
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gi advise the ELONW? sriginel copy of the letter was signed

%i by all the ﬁl@:i:ey‘;/f“" in Higeria.

% In August @f @hét geme year, the rift between Wiscounsin
é, end Migsourl grew wi Wisconsin secgded from the Synodical

Conference after a pebit the orderly dissclutlon of the

geed @h@

ﬁoﬁ @M

iy

- . £

@@fmsimg “mJ help

i é?’u@@@oe@ a gmm

1te owm@ pg@bgémgﬂ h@ ngvgﬁling yaung @huw@b was now f& @é

with a conbrovers y a @ontﬁmenu aw&y

Two moenths aft@f {i seonsfin' s thhﬂﬂanal frem the wynodm

leal @onf@rom@eg Pﬁ@ug 0.d Jleumenn addresged a letter to @&@'

Board of Directors of tho BLCTI, brlefly @X@laimimg the his@@wyw]

of the break with Mi@sgm?lg enclesing some @@@mmomug of the

%ym@di@al Proceedings, and declaring, "Since a letber fg

the best method to present thege matters to you, we assure you
that we stand ready te present to you in person an elaborablor

of the matﬁefs referred to and evidenee tThereol, should yuu
1 :
desire this," Naumann asked the Higerlens to welgh earefully

1
|

Corresgpondance of:

1. 0.J.Haumann to Board ef Directors, ELCN, Reformation Day 1963
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Lo the issues, aﬁd should they choose to stand with the WELS, the
%:“31 Synod was ready to aséum@ finanecial responsibility for the
.. - work in Higeria,
It appears that the prospect of a WELS visitatlon wasg
not teo warmly reecelvedyneither in Afrlea nor in St, Louls,

- HMlssourl @fﬁi@i&l&-f@aﬁ@d that - h@ pm@paga of the vislt would

be to agi@éﬁé"t ﬁ ELﬁﬁ @md Ty aﬁd a@mm tm@m &way from the

LC-MS, fn ﬂifﬁyﬁa Qﬁgﬁ smpptgt th@mﬁ @@ﬁ“% diaturb %h@mﬂ

aﬁtitud@ pr@vai?oé : @m@ of - ub@ ﬁgg@ri&n pa@t@ra BYSN rese
a l@tt@r from a @@ﬁ@@?ﬁ.é Hllaearﬁan agkiag him to disua@@

the Eig@?&&ﬂ 1.&@@Pw from ﬂoeejvimg the délagabi@q from Hiseon-'

‘f—:,-‘

sin f@ﬁ sh@ %%a%ed

'”h@y de not roﬂiimo tba% Hia@@n%lm 9yned is very small
and that aude of the astlon of the twe leaders this
Synod may eome oxbinet within the next tem to twenty
‘years unless there are some very radicel chenges Iin
Leadership, ' Re ,img,ffgaﬁ@ial upp@wt from the Wis-
consin Synod, there can be no doubt that the qwnpaf
~eould not be bto eny great extent because the Synod is
Vory poor, . They have a very small mission in Worthern ,
desia and even this lg difficult for them to intaln,
- They have ley a total of about elght schools and
more than.four or five misgslonary fam&lﬁ@g there ab one
ftﬁwcov Pleagse do whe

et

% you can to pOFsm@d@ the
» eaders invelved who an@@ willling to go a
@n&uing to the letter received and desire o
something of which %b@y have no idea whaﬁ it :
sbout, 2 ) :

In the fleld, Stade and the expatriot steff feared that
the viéita%iom Hould nob hélp but become a debato over ﬁié@@m?i
end Wigconsin doetriéaﬁ positions, Mg matter that has no rel-
evence to our work in this nation today"., ‘ Pres, Ekong himgelf

preferred that the vigiﬁ not be made, He had gon@ to the Theo-

loglan's Conference in Gambridge, England to hear WLacomgimﬂg

2, Rev, Edet U, Eshiett to 0.J., Neaumann, A%ril 3, 196l
3. R.C. Stade to 0.J, Naumenn, Mar, 21, 1964




pal
o

slde @P the dispute, bub the WELS was not present, He had the

feell

& ﬁ@aﬁ the Wisconsin Syned was somethlng of a renegade

and neaded to m

its peace with the Svynodical Confervence
¥

a4

before bring

ng 1ts problems to Nigeria, Nevertheless, after

the Board of Directors of the BLCH, in

gain, Some @?'

the WELS in @wdgw to %wy

had with Missourl, The dange

temptatlion of greed were indeoed TOry - “@@7 o Letters

d@deu 18 in Wigeria soon begen reachl of Prosg..

att of

Haum

T Ogoja and Eavo

7 ﬁh@ vislt becaunge

Ekpene expressed @nb@x% g@m@mﬁ regardll

they gald all they h‘@

heard in connection with the Missould-

Wiseonsin spllt was ome-glded conde

o T - ST my &> oy A o 2y L o] ey e
ctions, Eshlett even requested a gpeelal visit

Distriet, A unlque request

from Devid 0. Ezlmskor, re-
resentbing the Luub@rqms in Ibe land around Ummezhala Hau,
B &

Those churches were dl@@aﬁi&fi@d with the care they were
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recolving from the ELON, headquarbed at Obot Idim, and were

ready to roslgn end open thelr arms to Wisconsin Synod Misslon-

aries, Pres, Youmenn was

0

well aware that the wrong wmobtlvatlon
could have prempted those letters, and that even 1f these Ine-

dividual groups dld Glpéofoﬂy desire only the pure Word of God,

'.‘ % .

L%

In 133 e 01*@;% ﬂ@ap““ of plﬂf ing, the vis;ta“i@m”@@p

Hﬂum mn, Rev. gor Hoen

the B lo@wd Por World Missions), Dr,
@up@?imt@md@mt'im Wigerie), amﬂ Rev,

The 0@0@0 Sauer (5@@@?7 ndent of the Lmthoman Chureh of Gt

frica) ., The trip was te bake place in April and im@@?p®pat©

a vislt to the Fer Fastern flelds of Hong Kong and Japan, The
The Wigerian leg of the journey, however, could not be set wup

in time, Im May the Commission on Doctrinal Hatters resolved

to send only Wawmenn, Schweppoe, snd Prof, Carl Lawrenz of the

Doctrinal Commisgslon, AL the end of June, Schweppe telegramed

£

£D

Lawrenz from N@wtbe?n Qb@d@sﬂqg "Am reguestd

g releaso
b

Higoria assignment, Men here conecurring, Letbter in nall®

Dr, 3chweppe preferred not to be part of the delegation o

Mig@ria becangse of hils ?@Pmor intimate eonnesticon with bthe ELCH,

\

o W.HSghweppe to G.J, Lawrenz (telegram) June 30, 196l

el
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of its leaders were hls personal friends., Therefore he

his presence would only ensourage the false assumptlon

the Wiseonsin ®ynod wap going te Wigerla to Tyin them

@V@ﬁﬁ and inerepge the likellhood of & schism within the BLCH.,

ta

T4 wonld be bebber if the delegation were made up totally of

- poslibion.

“Prof, Od

Mmtu@ so
Y

oo lendoed in

vbrinal discu

vigit Lrom Missour]

aded tﬂ@'geﬁvi@@'”

ely Wa&h m@@tipgso
Ele

read tho @fepﬁwnd @a@@r “Gon@oyn mﬁ/ﬁonf®ﬂ~

&ahuﬂ Lp

Monday w

the ( @ﬁi@ﬂ@qtﬂ petlon @L ‘the Wiseonsin

Synod ( ideline for G@mmunlea Lon to

a) and discussed it with the

Divectors. The purpose of the visitatlon was also clearly

oxplained, That ovening the three men met with the migsionary

staff on the Obot Idim compound and egailn telked ebout thelr

vislt end Wisconsin's reasons for severking fel wohip with

Migsourli, Tho major meeting toek place on Tuesday, L simpll

fied verslon of the confessional papor was prosented to an

asgembly of pastors and @@ngregabl rel representatives number-
\ ,
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; S ’ 5, N . ) “5’ A

L ing about 500, “he people seemed %o grasp the principles in-
i i .

I’ volved, as was indicated by the dlscussion and commenits which
i

§  followed the reading of the paper. The vest of the wesk was

spent touring the misslon fleld and 1%svarious insbltutlons

and meeting formally end informally wlth Bres, Ekong, Viee

*8 of tho oxpa? .Gﬁ sbaffl, The comm-

p@ﬁ%’

ylwmgrbé 3

ictélgag fo?vﬂ ef#

fulnggu 'QJ %@rinuWOQ as

primary Q@ﬁ@@?ﬁa Pres, He

3 honles be semt diréctly t@‘tm@‘fi@l@;

The wvi:

sation committee left some materiels, such as the

VyPor further study

booklot "Your Rl@@%@d-@@ll@W@hip iﬁl

in Y4geria, Roquests for more mate riala were recelved after. -

ment was sent to “iger-

they returned %o &mariagg g@ a large ship

ia, including Wiscomsin Lutheran Querterlies, Horthwestorn

. Meyer Convention Proceed-

ings 65 %@@ WELS from 1935 to 1963, end several tracts on

fellowship end unionlsm, Al%h@mgh many individuals wrote for

5, One weelk befere the visit Dr, Harms had sent a letter to
- each of the missionaries and perhaps even to the natlomal
pastors a%@uwin@ them that Missourl had not changed but
was stlll the seme staunch sonfessional syneod i* has always
been,
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th@ maver ialﬁg the whole shipment was sent In carve of Pres,

Ekong, to avﬁid any part

ﬂml‘s

Loanship,
Thus the Lubheren Chureh of Nigeria had heard the posi-
tion of the Wisconsin Syned personally presented to them, end

they hgd in thelr hands

~gynodiecal bre

I P Th
thelrg, T

J“‘@hmf@ﬁo“

)

l'_ujm@d G@ﬂﬁcm%@@

;ts'pmglbi@m' latlmﬁ tg‘ﬁhe Ml%g@ufi757ﬁ©&g Fift oom montmﬂ

vetrinal. Matmﬁ‘% " Lmd ml‘\j |

Ko
5
=

late? ‘&b@ WELS Gor

» g ,
nothing @f a fimalggutagma in Nﬂg@wﬁao @@]y gradually, @QM*

 5th@ end @f 1@66 ﬂ¢d it becomo apparent that the Lubﬂ@ftm
Ghiireh of ﬁlg@?i& Gﬁ@td@f@@ 1tself a body ;ndepemdont of @&t@éﬁ
Synod in &ﬁ@fi@ag'a body which had been brought up in the ﬁ?uﬁaH‘
off. God's U@Pd and congidered 1 elf to be stlll possessed of
that truth,

Why did the ELFH hesitate to commit 1tseelf for or agéiaat*ﬂf
the Wisconsin Synod? Perhaps the ehurch did not reslize the im-
portance of taking a doctrinal stand, Perhaps the Board of
Directors was dissuaded Ey the Missouril S ynod missionaries
and misgslon board, qub@ the LEGE Just had too many other

more taﬁgible,pr@blems to cope with first., No d@ub@s all these

ba:a

factors were involved, bub it was most likely tho last one
ich influenced them most, Dissldent groups were growing withe-
in the church and polltical and tribel difficulties were bg-

coming more critical in the country as a whole., The situation
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g 80 bad that in November of 1966, Pres, Elong

wrote to Preg, Naum "There is much confusion now in our

to think of Christ's coming &b this earth

very ador ther teo Dr, Schweppe about the same time ex-

pressed Pres, Ekong's concerm over the fubure of the ELCH and

lo The ELCH
Lndlg@noumg hm 1% Wag'%

tb @@8@0 01 the hogpltalg

ola, amd the mamy primary

misslon lrad @a?gb¢isiodg m@t to
W@fk@?%o There wag & Jh@wbabe oa-*

‘@ %tg entrance re-

b@d dr@

qdi m®mugit©‘ﬂ The State bolﬁ@@"

@ﬂpp@?t‘%@ﬂ@’@LAbh@’@ﬁuf 3?@ @Hﬂ@aV@ng p&fti@ularly itg sem@@lsg

and that was leading to problems, Hany new misai@m@'ha@ moved

imﬁé gouthern Eig@@i& and gomo @ompm@glt$@ma were b@im@ led
away from Lubheranlgm, Ot thers were adopting umianisti@ pﬁa@w,
tlces,  Liberal t@n@am@ﬂ os in semo of the Migsourl Synod mis-
ai@marigs wore oven begluning to become apparent, though b§
early 1967 the work of @ﬁ@ expatriot pasbors in Nigeria was
limited almosh @£@1U81@0“7 to the now field in Ogoje Provinse,

But the mosb S@ripmg problem to face the Lutheran Church

1966, Tribal rivelry, th

43

of Migerin was only beginning in
1

o

nemesla of African maui@m39 began to erupt in Wigerie at thisg

time, Before long 1t was an all-oubt elivil war, The oll-rich

6, Pres, Ekong to Pres, Naumenn, Nov, 10, 1966
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heas b wented to 8o eceed from the rest of MNigeria,

IThos of the asou

partiscularly the m087 am m@rﬁhg Vhile most of the membors of

% the ] were Ibl hi@ﬂ bboy found themselves near the very
| midst of the war-torn part of lilgerla called Bilafre, The
! carnage of war was followed by gtarvation, When the war had

Lup.dn 1970

for mi

=

hem seem o be 8elf ﬂ sh ﬁun.

Yorld "issions, Seome @P t

groups or individuvals seeking mat@@ial’@aing‘but others

%o be sincerely soaﬁeil ng for spirituel help, A second x

3

tiom, this time by the Gentrel Africen missionaries Ern

Wondlend end Willilam S@Eﬁ@ppgg planned for Jemuery 1967, wag:

discouraged at the last minute by the epparent insincerity of

one of the petitloming groups im the River Distriet, and by a

SN

1z o Dr,

0

C}»

igzesting that a vislt

)

ietter from Pres,

\:T

Sohweppe
2t that time weuld be t@@ dlsruppive to the BLON, Again in 1971
‘Pres, WNoumenn and Prof, Slegler hoped to go to Wigerla to eval-

uate the post-tar situation and investigete new calls f@@ h@lpg
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but they were unable %o obtaln visas, One of the original

potitioners to the Wiseonsin Synod, Pastor Eshlett, came to

the United Stabtes end spent the 1973-Th school year ab Wis-
consin Lutheran Seminary, Oonbtact is bn&mg maintained with

those who seem sincerely desivous of the pure Word of God,

ace”

1ts nelghbor ¥

“ful. group of In

oned ple

1154

ald, Gon ﬁT@@unﬁ?y

up o new Wis

od migad

WELS into that erea, 1%t will be withim several hundred mile "

£ Obot Idim,

The prospects of @ffi@ia]jJ P@nom%mg our fellowsl
wlth the ELOW teday are nost romote. ‘
under the imfluense of the Missouri Synod end asg a resulb o
the ravagss of the Biliafran war., Bub there are still mamy‘

living in Wigeria who remember the early days under the

ie

ical @oﬂf@rome@° Paa@@pa who studled under Dr, Schweppe,

o ,_q,%‘

stor Herbert Reim,

2 P&Sb@f Bd. Grove, and eothers, ”h@w
falvhful Christlians gtili know the difference bebtwoen é@nfggﬁm
lonal ILutherenism snd liberal-blend theology., We pray - tho
Lord that one day y@@lﬂé will Jjoln our hands in a f£lrm grasp

of mutual encouragement end falthfulness,
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D
j
. Correspondence regarding Nigeria in the files of Prof. Carl

Lagy

reng, Wiscongin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin,

THterview with Prof, Carl Dawrenz, Wiseonsin Lutheran Seminary,
Mequon, Wisconsin.

iam Schweppe, New London, Wisconsin,

sy




