Appendix 2 - Pictorial 1

The History of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Arcadia, Wisconsin—Pictorial

By Daniel S. Olson

St John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Arcadia
*Picture provided by anonymous source

*Many of the images in this pictorial were taken by the writer of this paper. The sources of all other images
are noted. The information provided in this pictorial was given to this writer informally through various
sources while living in Arcadia.



Pictorial 2

Present Day Buildings of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Left—St. John’s church still
stands. Sometime after the
church closed the inside was
remodeled. It presently serves
as an apartment complex. In
the summer of 2001, Bethel
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Galesville, a Wisconsin
Synod congregation, brought
in a team of college students
to begin mission work in Ar-
cadia. Their residence that
summer was the old St. John’s
church.

Right—The old parsonage next door
to St. John’s still stands.

Left—The old small frame church
which was built under the pastorate
of Julius Badke (1884-1887), still
stands. After the above church was
built, this building was enlarged and
served as a fellowship area for vari-
ous activities until St. John’s closed.
Sometime after the church closed it
was remodeled and now is a house.




Pictorial 3

The final years of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Arcadia

These pictures were taken when St. John’s was independent (1959-1962).

Top left— Rev. Richard Buege.
Top right—The inside of St. John’s
Bottom left—a picture of the members of St. John’s
Bottom right—St. John’s church council during the last few years of its existence

*These pictures were taken from the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Building of the Church and Dedication of
St. John’s Independent Lutheran Church. Author unknown. 1960.




Pictorial 4

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Glencoe Township

Left—=St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Glencoe. Although St. John’s and St. John’s-
Christ both built their churches in Arcadia in
1910, St. John’s in Glencoe continued to have
worship services until 1949 when it was torn

down.
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Right—The children of St. John’s
in Glencoe.

Left—a picture of the door of St. John’s. The Ger-
man sign above the door is a reminder of the Ger-
man services held here by St. John’s-Christ.

*Pictures on this page were provided by an anonymous source




Pictorial 5

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Glencoe Township

Left and middle—~Present day area where
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Glencoe stood. The church building no
longer exists. Only a cemetery remains.
In 1949, St. John’s-Christ tore the build-
ing down and used the lumber from this
church to enlarge their present day wor-
ship facility. The bell was also taken and
is now located above the balcony in Christ
Lutheran Church.

Left—It is rumored that Rev. G. F.
Muedeking, a former pastor of St.
John’s-Christ, was buried where the old
altar used to be.




Chriét Lutheran Church in Montana Township

Pictorial 6

This small cemetery is all that remains of Christ Lutheran Church of Montana, which
was built in 1885. It is located a few miles north of St. John’s, Glencoe. It is no wonder
these two churches worked together to build a city church in Arcadia. This area, which
is located at the top of a ridge, would be a long, steep climb for a horse and buggy from

Arcadia.




Pictorial 7

Christ Lutheran Church in Arcadia
(formerly known as St. John’s-Christ Lutheran Church and American Lutheran Church)

The original edifice was built in 1910.
In 1949, the members enlarged the
building to accommodate a growing
congregation. St. John’s-Christ was
always numerically larger than St.
John’s. As the years went on, St.
John’s-Christ became the “boiling pot”
of Protestantism in Arcadia. They ab-
sorbed any of the non-catholic churches
which disbanded. St. John’s was one
of them. They are now members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Amer-
ica (ELCA) and their new name is
Christ Lutheran Church.



Pictorial 8

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Whitehall

Left—St. Paul’s in Whitehall, located 2 mi.
south of Pleasantville, began sharing pastors
in 1885 with St. John’s in Glencoe, Christ in
Montana and the group in Arcadia. This

structure was destroyed by a tornado in
1914.

Right and bottom-—After the tor-
nado destroyed the above church,
this building was constructed the
next year in 1915. The church,
however, was burned down in
1983. The picture below is the
same church from a different angle
and time. -

*Pictures on this page provided by Jean
Schroeder.




Pictorial 9

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Whitehall

Left—St. Paul’s present day church
was built in 1984. They are pres-
ently a member of the Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod.

Right—The inside of the present day St.
Paul’s Church in Whitehall.

Left—Along with the bell, this stained
glass window is one of the few remaining
items left from the old Wisconsin Synod
church which burned down in 1983.




Pictorial 10

St. Paul’s Parsonage

Left—The parsonage which stands
next to St. Paul’s was built in 1904
for Rev. Krug. It served as the

' parsonage for many years. It was
built because St. John’s and St.
Paul’s discontinued as a dual par-
ish. Almost 40 years later it will
become a dual parish again. At that
time, this parsonage served as the
residence, rather than the parson-
age in Arcadia.

Right—This is a more recent
picture of the old parsonage in
Whitehall.




Pictorial 11

Evanger Lutheran Church in rural Independence

Left—Evanger Lutheran Church, a rural congrega-
tion and independent of any denomination, began
sharing a pastor (Rev. Buege) with St. John’s and
St. Paul’s in 1959. This happened after St. John’s
had become independent. In 1962, after Rev.
Buege took a call elsewhere, the churches never
shared pastors again.

Left—Presently Evanger holds wor-
ship services at this building twice a
month. They continue to be an inde-
pendant lutheran church.




Addenda — Newspaper Clippings

*The majority of these newspaper clippings were copied out of the WLS Archives, Buege

Case File. The others were found by this writer.
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St.- John’s Independent Luth--
eran Church located in Arcadia |
will be dedicated Sunday, Jan. 31
at 2:00 p. m. This also will be the
50th anniversary of the building
of the church, which was formerly
affiliated with- the Wisconsin
Synod.

Two organ recitals will be giv-.
en on the new Hammond organ,
from 1 to 2 p. m., and from
3 to 4 p. m. The Ladies Aid
Society will setve coffee ' and
cake.in ‘the Aid Hall located
across.the street from the church
following the dedication service
at 2 p. m. There will be open
house- at-the newly redecorated
church throughout the afternoon.
Business  concerns. of © Arcadia
have “contributed ' generdusly so

A STON. Thess:
on the day ‘of ‘dedication, Jan. 31.
The public is invited to attend.
St. John'’s is an entirely new
organization and has no connec-
tion with the Wisconsin or any
other synod. St. Paul’s Indepen-
dent Lutheran church of Route 2,
‘Whitehall, and Evanger Lutheran
Church, rural Independence, are
associated with St. John’s. In a
few weeks the three congrega-
tions will formally join together
to form the first Independent
Lutheran Parish in Trempealeau
county: The three congregations
are served by the Rev. Richard;
Buege, and the expense of main-
taining the parsonage located
near :St. Paul’s is shared by all

_three_congregationsi

History of Congregation

St. John’s became a member
of the Wisconsin Synod on July
26, 1896, ten years after the first
meeting of the congregation
which was organized in 1886. St.
John’s had its beginning in 1863
when Lutheran services were
first held in the Arcadia area.
For a number of years the con-
gregation continued to grow,
then dissatisfaction with the syn-
od, internal strife, and other fac-
tors caused the weakening of the
church. In 1957 more trouble de-
veloped with the syned -and St.
John’s members voted to leave
it. On the night of June '21, 1959
St. Johm’s Independent Tutheran
Clhurch was organized, and it now
has a membership of 40 people,
with six children now receiving
religious instruction. The Rev.
Buege plans to resign from the
Wisconsin Synod in order to ac-
cept the position as pastor of the
three independent congregatious.

St. John'’s does Mission work
by providing religious services at
the Trempealeau County Hospital
and the Golden Age Home at
‘Whitehall, and members also help
to support various charities.

New members will be accepted
on Sunday, Jan. 31. It is sincerely
hoped by the pastor and members
that many persons who formerly
belonged to St. John’s will re-|
turn to it now that it is an inde-
pendent Lutheran church.




«church . 'of - their own and wers,
‘therefore; without- the Means of
Grace. “At once. the Rev. Stube

families and arrange to meet with:
them in.their homties ‘bo preach the
Word of God to -them, - baptize
their children 'and - instruct: them
in the fundamental teachings of
Holy Scripture. “ -He served . these

manner for:-twelve: iyears.: ...

In 1875 when .these peoplés:;
ized fully the, difficulty in ‘being
served from Fountdfii “City, ¢ theyw
determingd’tqi call a rastor of:th
Gwn. -Rewt, "Eimest Giesels

i SRR
called -as=ihelr
hig arrival, a 1
formally organized, a constitution
adopted and the name 'St. John’s.
Evangelical Lutheran Churchy of
Glencoe was chosen. The same
year, 1875, a. church ~ was con-
structed and dedicated. The Rev.
Giesel, living : meanwhile in. the
village of ‘Arcadia.in the house
which continues to the. present

.- who. had . no_ Lutheran b
Jdng
-daté:the construction of the Christ
Church 'of Montana™in, the year
‘made_ it a point.to contact. these- 1885. :Fourtéen - members signe:

: ‘the. original-
wionit - still-ldve living -descend-
.ants as members: of the-corigrega-
“tion _today. ; stil
served qon alternate “|Sundays ‘ by

People as” best he’ could in’ this-
e ~Ch

eal-.

lage W
bership
ship churches. This chureh “bitil

ing was dedicated under -the -pas-
torate” of Rev. Henry ' Zumhingst
on the: 18th of - November, 1910.
Becaiise the  preaching
held in an . upstairs room of the

timé, as the .parsonage 'of ‘the con-

. gregation, began preaching - ser-
vices in the homes of the.Luther-

ans he found ' in" the township' of

: Montana ‘the - following. year. The

preaching services "*in: - Montana
township resulted in -the forma-
tion*of' a-congregation = in - 1887,

- under the :‘pdstorate of ‘the Rev.
Julius Bardke, o 3

at that-time pastor

+ c{f-;thg"St.. John’s. Church of . Glen-
L -CO6; o = T .

eirecords, a.relackjn ci g, ‘w'relf‘-
ssurance from the ‘oldest liv-
members - fifty - years " later,

onstitution, ten: of

This "group’ is- 'still:

in either one:of {th

services

See—CHURCH HISTORY— p. 4
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Church History

(Continued from page 1)
parsonage were deeined sufficient
by the majority. of the congrega-
tion’s members, omnly 18- families
were persuaded to give financial
assistance toward the construction
of the Arcadia edifice. The vision
and sacrifice of these 18 families
were the foundation for the
present churdh.

In 1929 St. John's Church and
Christ Church dissolved them-
selves, deeded their propérty- and
reorganized and incorporated as
the St. John's-Christ Lutheran
Congregation ¢f Arcadia, Wis.

On Feb. 3, 1913, when the pres-
ent pastor, George F. Muedeking,
was ordained and installed, the
cdombined parish consisted of b1 -
families. The present member-
ship is 242 families, or 526 com-
municant members and 175 bap-
tized children. .

The following pastors have serv-
ed this congregation: Rev. Ernst

"Stube '1863-1875, Rev. Ernest Gie-

sel  1875-1877, Rev. Christian
Probst 1877-1879, Rev. John Bur-
dhard 1879-1881, Rev. John Weir-
auch 1881-1883, Rev. Carl Ziebell
1883-1884, Rev. Julius Radke 1884-
1887, Rev. Albert Froehlke 1887- .
1890, Rev. Carl Rutzen 1890-1896,
Rev. Herman Gerhard 1896-1897,
Rev, Adolph Werr 1897-1904, Rev.
G. F. Hanselmann 1904-1907, Rev.
H. Zumhingst 1907-1913, and the
Rev. G. F. Muedeking from 1913
to the present date. :






against him, certainly the Rev. .
JA-T. a te

' ' at our as as done anythin 'L,[ : .
Church Asks 15522 ¥ Ousted Pastor's
S d T E d e e fo I durng Pradasy g ak |

ynod 10 ERTichies v o i Appeal Delayed

= get a meeting with district offi-
us enSIon clals. . . WHITEHALL, Wis,, May 8 acted- upon first by the West-
. ) “Therefore, beca.use‘ we .m.ust ‘(Special) It appeared unlikelyjern District convention.
WHITEHALL, Wis. — The|conclude that the district officials Friday that the Rev. Richard| There is no district conven-
. - are unable to show and prove that L. Buege, Whitehall, will be|tion until the summer of 1960.
church ‘council of St: Paul's Lu-| pastor Buege is wrong, we con- allowed to appeal his suspen-|This means that, unless a spe-i.
theran Church, Whitehall, now | clude he is right and we expect slon from membership in the|cial district parley is called |,
considers the suspension of its | the district officials to withdraw Wisconsin Lutheran Synod to|before the Saginaw convention|
. Richard L. Buege -all charges they have brought the synodical,_convention Aug.|in August, Pastor Buege's ap-J
past‘;%j,‘ the Rev ti: arf d t‘g against him. 5-12 .in Saginaw, Mich. peal could not come before the it
us illegal and without louncation f o i Pastor Buege, 30, was sus-|synod convention until thel]
‘é’r‘d pt:;t the matter should be| «we also expect the district of- pended last Feb., 28 by 4tfhe summer of 1961 at the earliest.
opped. . | ficials to drop all suspension ac- synod’s Western District for 1
The council failed to recelve 2| oy against our pastor.” ‘ permitting women to vote in ‘MUST REPORT’
reply by Saturday to their letter | The council now considers the church affairs -and for prac-| President Naumann wrote |(
to the Rev. Richard W. Mueller | atter settled and“plans no fur- ticing fellowship with clerics|that, according to the consti-1
of Jefferson, president of  the|ipo. action unless the district of- of the less conservative Evan-itution, the Rev. Richard W.|)
Western District of the Wis_consin ficials persist in making “false gelical Lutheran Church. Mueller, Jefferson, districti
Synod asking for a meeting be- statements” about Pastor Buege. But members of his two)president, “shall render ac-|:
tween the Western District and They do not accept the suspension congregations — St. Paul:s in |count for his action to th_e dis- 4
the church council concerning the of Pastor Buege from the synod Whitehall and St. John’s at [triet at its next convention.” |
suspénsion which had been ‘or- : s ioThe £al Arcadia—have given him sup-{ Pastor Mifsller and two oth-
pe because of the official’s failure to .
dered by the synod. eet with them port in the dispute by refusing ler district officials {ssued the|:
& % % ' b X : to lssue a call to.a new pastor.forder of suspension. !
The churg:h also has received o «Only when the district has|
Official hotice of suspension ap- | no further word’ in regard to the APPEAL RULES GIVEN acted and supported its offi- ’
Beared in the April 12 issue o,f _return Of. their 1958 mission festi- Pastor Buege, who contendsicials in thelr action iz an ap-
'Th?ad Eor&we}s{tem M? u;lzeraﬁn, vaguofgm%hmd the 376; l;;ls tﬁoi his suspension was invalid, re-|peal to the joint synod in or-
signed by the Rev. Mr. Mueller. | returned. The councl feels .ta ceived a letter this week from|der,” President Naumann
The Rev. Mr. Buege had writ- | perhaps the money will not be re- the Rev. Oscar J. Naumann, |wrote.
ten t.o the publication a’sking for | turned if the suspension action is §t. Paul, Minn, in which the| Pastor Buege sald Friday
an “‘immediate apology” for pub- | dropped. synod . president outlined the)that he would ask district of-
lishing the notice and demanded . * k% . method by which Pastor Buege (ficials to arrange a special
2 correction stating that he was| The Rev. Mr. Buege said Sat- must appeal under the synodi-\meeting so the appedl can be
still & member of the Wisconsin u:rcAlay that sinqe the district of- cal constitution. . isettled at Saginaw. But on
Bynod, - | ficials have failed to offer any " President Naumann sald an|three prevlous occasions since
Werner H. Fanzmann, menag-|proof that he is wrong in the eppeal could not be broughtithe suspension, district offi-
ing editor, replied to the Rev, Mr. charges against him -— allowing before the synod convention|cials have refused to meet with
Buege’s letter stating that.“It is|women to vote in the church, and in August until it has been Pastor Buege.
not our province to investigate or having fellowship with ministers <\ : B
judge the correctness or validity of other Lutheran synods—it will

of such a notice submitted for | not be necessary for him to ap- j\
publication by a district presi-{ peal the attempted suspension. B
dent. 1t is out of the question for :
us to entertain your request.” °

The Rev. Mr. Buege said Sat-
urday ‘that although the Western
District officials have attempted
to suspend him from membership
in the Wisconsin Synod, they have
no choice bub to recognize him
as & minister, because nothing
can take away his credentials as
such what were registered upon
his ordination in 1955.

Also, he is registered as a min-
ister with the Trempealeau Coun-
ty clerk, as required by law, and
none of his offices as such can be
removed from him.

oW

The St. Paul's Church Council
Saturday issued a statement say-
ing that “because the district of-
ficials have failed to agree to a
meeting or at least give some an-
swer to our letter, we are fully
convinced that the district offi-
cialg are unable to offer any proot

doctrine and
; tors and
meet with the council “relative to | allowing women to vote 'in the

Buege ' added,

list of pastors, said Thursday that | «“The church . council and 1 are

% N %
Mr,
The pastor maintains there are

the Rev. Mr. Buege received a|no doctrinal differences among

The Rev.
reply Wednesday from the Rev.|the Lutheran synods and that

church bases her

, | of his having Communion fellow-

suspended | suspension as valid.®

hid

hid

WHITEHALL, Wis.—The Rev. |gregation, has not -accepted the

Richard L. Buege,
In answer to-an invitation for |practice.”

“Nothing can be gained by de-

laying the settlement of the con-

troversy,” the pastor said.
He. with the backing of his con-

The Rev. Mr. Buege said he

"{hat district officials will meet | controversy can be settled at a
hoped that the district. officials

with him and the council of St.| meeting if the Bible is the only
Paul’s Lutheran Church north of | source and authority on which the

Vhitehall.
Richard W. Mueller of Jefferson, | therefore the officials’ criticism

he thinks there is a good chance | quite confident that the entire
president of the Western District
“stating that their invitation to|ship with other synod pas

MAY CONFER ON OUSTER

"the differences that separate your | churches is not valid.

such a meeting, the council and
pastor from us has been received
and is being prayerfully weighed .
ki

“prior commitments, however,
hall or at any other place on the
date you have set (April 13). As
soon as our calendar has been

cleared we shall notify you of our
will set a date for the meeting

soon.

intentions with regard to- your

prevent our appearing in White-
invitation.”

from membership in the Wiscon:
sin Synod and removed from its

PASTOR, SYNOD OFFICERS

l






‘| MUST DECLARE... -

. WHITEHALL, Wis.—The rural
Whitehall Lutheran pastor who-re-

icently was suspended from Wis-
‘consin 'Synod membership has
| written to the three top officials
lof the synod protesting his sus-
pension and; at the end of the’let-

tion.

He is the Rev. Richard L.
Buege, pastor of St. Paul’s Lu-
theran of the Whitehall area and
of St. John's at’ Arcadia. Both
congregations are. affiliated Wlth
the Wisconsin Synod

* h ok

three officials of the church that
suspended the Rev. Mr. Buege.

ter Wegnet of Columbus and Nor-
bert . Paustian of Oconomowoc,
the latter-two vice presidents of
the synod. It was to- these -three
men that the Rev. Mr, Buege ad-
dressed his letter,

Excerpts from the Rev.
Buege's letter follow:

“] have received your letter
which informs me that you are at-
tempting . to suspend me ' from
membership in the Wisconsin Syn~
od. It is impossible for me to be-
lieve that you are trying to do
something -that only the people
who make up the synod can do.

“To the three of you, you might
consider- me as being suspended,
but this does not thean that all
the people of the synod feel the
same way. Three persons can

never speak for over 200,000...
: * % 1& -

The pastor then goes on to dis-
cuss one of -the matters which the
church officials alleged was suf-
ficient to suspend him. This was
the question of “fellowship”™ be-
tween the Wisconsin and Missouri
'synods. ‘The pastor writes: -

“For many years now the Wis-
consin and Missouri synods
have been having difficulties over
various matters. Yet in all -of
these years, fellowship between
the two synods has not been sus-
pended. And now one who is a

Mr,

P‘a'S'i'Or' 4
Not AccepiL Suspensmn

ter, refusing to accept their ac-’

It was the action primarily of |-

They are the Revs. Richard Muel-
ler of Jefferson, president, Wal-

SUNDAY,. MARCH 8, 1959

v

member of the Wisconsin Synod is
suspended in just a matter of a
few weeks. 4

“This . hardly makes sense.
Surely i “you t_olerate the “-s0-
called errors of the Missouri Syn-
od, then you should not take such
sudden action with one of your
own members.

“You had been mformed that
1 intended to uphold and abide by
the Scripture-based principles and
practices of the Wisconsin Synod
You had received the answer that
you wanted. Yet in spite of this
promise . ., you try to “suspend
me, It is impossible to under-
stand’ the reasoning 'behmd your
actions.” - i

% % 'ﬁ' '.

After discussing brleﬂy what
the two churches in his charge
have contributed to. the synod, the
Rev. Mr. Buege charges that“the
three men fo whom his letter is

addressed took “final action a few
weeks ago” at a meeting that was
held without informing him or the
church councils. “Certainly,” he|:
writes, “anything done-at a
meeting of this type cannot be

-accepted as official.

“And Jet us set the record
straight—I have never at any

time whatsoever received any|

type of brotherly admeonition. Cur
troubles have only - existed be-
cause district officials- have made
a local affair (of the cong'rega—

‘tion) the busmess of the district

of:ﬁcuals
1‘(*&'&

“1t is my belief that T had done
the things you asked me to do:
my wife joined the church; the
women of the church have not
voted since the vote was taken on
whether or not to keep me as the
pastor; as far as the matter of
fellowship is ‘concerned, you have

not yet ‘proven why it is Wrong
on the basis of the Bible;: All you
can offer in the way. of proof'is
man-made rules and regulations.

“It is impossible' for me at this
time to accept your action as be-
ing valid. .I must declare it as
being void. Unless this is the sin-
cere wish and desire of the mem-
bers of the Wisconsin Synod, your
action cannot be accepted as of-
ficial, To the three of ‘you I sup-
pose you will consider me as be-

ing suspended, this, of course, is:

up to you. But I am not con-
vinced that your kind of thinking
is the thinking of all ‘the people
who belong fo the Wlsconsm,
Synod"’

The Rev. Mr. Buege ends the
letter w1th a statement that if his
suspensmn becomes valid it will
be necessary for him to’ appeal

The church council is o meet
Monday evening to dlscuss the=
question, '



Pastot Fights
Synod Order

Re]ects Suspenswn

Journa] Speclal Correspondence

Whitehall, Wis.—Pastor Rich-
ard L. Buege last week notified
his Wxsconsxn ‘synod superiors
that he has re]ected their order

susﬁéri’ding him fromi the synod.:

Pastor Buege, who has charge
of 8t Paul's ‘Tutheran church
near-here and St. John's at Ar-

cadia, was ordered ‘suspended
and removed from the roster of
synod pastors late last month.

That action was taken by Pas-
tor Richard Mueller, Jefferson,
president of the synod’'s western
Wisconsin district; Waltéer Weg-
ner, Columbus, district first
vice-president, and- Norbert
Paustjan, Oconomowoc, district
second v1ce-pre51dent )

‘Two Charges Made 4 .
. They said Pastor Buege was
guilty of taking communion

with Evangelical Lutheran min-

isters and allowing women to
vote in church matters.

Pastor Buege- m1med1ate1y
branded their -action an act of
jealousy: :He said women no
longer votéd:in His churches and
that there Was. no Scriptural ba-
sisforbarring fratermzatlon
with other ministers. = -

“It is mpossible for me' at}

this time to ‘;écc'ept -your action
as being valid,” he -said- in his
letter last. week “‘Unless_this is
the sincere-wish. and desire of
the members of the Wisconsin
synod, your action cannot be ac-
cepted as official. o

He ‘said that-if :the: actlon'

‘should become vahd" he would
appeal

Mueller Gives Views
- At Jefferson, Pastor:Mueller

said he had not recelved 'Pastor‘

Buege’s letter. -
Because the.- mdlvldual con-
gregations, .not ‘the synod, own

the church buildings, there can-
be no action .to .oust-Pastor

Buege. That action, if taken at
all, must be by:the congregation:

Pastor Mueller said Saturday
that no action was contemplat-
ed against the two congrega:

tions. He said 'he had not had'

an opportunity to sp eak with
leaders of .the congregations. He
admitted that.if f they refused to
confer, that woiild. be grounds
for suspending them, too.

If that were done, the congre-
gations and their pastor would
have the option of operating in-
dependently or affiliating with

ome other Lutheran church,

COLUMBUS, Wis,, March 10
(Special) An officlal of the
Wisconsin Lutheran Synod’s
Western District sald Tuesday
he hopes the bitter dispute be-
tween the district and the Rev.

can be settled amilcably-—
“without . the fanfare of pub-
licity that is detrimental to
the church as a whole.”

The Rev. Walter . Wegner,
Columbus, first vice president|;
of the district, expressed un-
happiness because Pastor
Buege and the council .of his
church, St. Paul's in Whitehall,
have ‘been making available
to the press contents of their
letters to district officials be-
fore the latter received them. -

COUNCIL'S VIEW

A letter . drafted Monday
night informs the district that
the church council -supports
Pastor Buege’s rejection of an
order’ suspendmg him from the
synod and that St.. Paul's ls|
withdrawing financial support
from the synod and demands
return of $7657in mission of-
Afermgs raised at-a festival last
September <.

Pastor ‘Wegner said he and
the other district officials——
‘the"Rev. Richard Mueller, .Jef-
itfersoq, president, and the Rev.

Richard L. Buege of Whitehall

Norbert Paustian, Oconomo-
woc, second vice president—
could not comment on the
council’s letter because they
haven't received it.

“The press seems to know
more about, what is going on
in this dispute than we do,”
Pastor Wegner declared. -

Read a copy of the:letter by
a. reporter, Pastor Wegner said
he knows of no instance within
the Wisconsm Synod where

such a- request for a refund of

offerings- has been -made He
sald" district " officials . would
probably hold a meeting to dis-
cusg the next step in' the con-
troversy.

LEADERSHIP HIT

The council’s, letter strong-
ly worded termed the dis-
trict’s leadership “a real dis-
grace to the synod” because
none of the district’s actions
against . Pastor Buege “are
based' on the Bible.”

Pastor Buege, 30, who in
addition to St. Paul’s has
charge: of St. John's Church at
Arcadla, was suspended Feb.
28 from the 'synod because he
permitted women to vote in
church’-affairs 'and practiced
fellowship with clergymen of
the less conservative Evangell-

lcal Lutheran Church. -

" Pastor Buege and the church

eaceful Settlement

Eyed in Church Tiff

council claim his suspension is
invalild because he and the
council were not present at
the district pre51d1urn meeting
to defend themselves. They say
they would not accept such a
suspension order as valid un-
less members of the entire
synod took such a stand.

Pastor Wegner said Pastor
Buege can appeal the suspen-
slon order to *he Wisconsin
Lutheran Synod president, the
Rev. Oscar J. Naumann, St.
Paul, Minn. But Pastor Buege-
contends therz is_nothing to
appeal, the suspension being
mvalld

EJECTION POSSIBILITY

- Since " the congregatlons of
both St, Paul’s and St. John's
have voted to retain Pastor
Buege, Pastor Wegner was
asked whether the dispute
could ultimately result in ejec-
tion of both- congregations
from membership in the synod.

He said district officlals are
considering meeting with Pas-
tor Buege and his -congrega-

tions to. “discuss the case
amicably.” .
Should the congregations

then refuse to issue a call to a
new pastor, he said, they and
Pastor Buege probably would
be expelled from synod mems+
bershlp

)



.| District of the Wisconsin Lu-

‘jurday, after a.scertaming that

|prepared statement, P astor

‘|ern District. has: ;officially sus-

K mOVed from the

Synod Unit
Suspends
Rev. Buege

The Rev. Richard L. Buege,
pastor of churches at White-

ed Saturday by the Western

_theran Synod,

would appeal
he suspension
o the entire
ynod.

Pastor Buege,
0, has been a
c.on troversial

 figure In the
e synod since
be-

i December

titudes -toward
Pastor Buegeﬁwqmen voting
in church matters and fellow-
ship with Lutheran ministers
oi less conservative synods.

PASTOR NOTIFIED

The Rev Richard Muel]er
Jefferson, presidént of the sy-
nod, announced the action Sat-

Pastor Buege had received no-
tice of the suspension. In a

Mueller. said: -
“The Presldlum of the West~

pended Pastor Buegé ‘from- his;
membership in the'-district a.nd
in the. synod. e

‘“Hig. _name hs ‘

tors. ‘He has furthermore been
declared ineligible for’ a “eall

hall and Arcadia, was suspend-

to the pastorate of any Lu-
theran congregation within the
fellowship - of  the Lutheran
Synodical- Conference of North
America.,

“This action was. announced
to Pastor Buege in"an offic!a.l
notice -of suspension.” .

SHOULD CLARIFY E STAND

Pastor Mueller said the Pre-
sidium felt it-should “‘clarify
its stand in certain matters
in which it was mlsrepresented
in recent press releases.’”

He continued:

“Several news releases quot-
ed Pastor Buege as saying
that district officials stated
they secretly tolerated woman
suffrage in certain congrega-
tions. No statement was made
by our district officials and
no such double standard is in

effect in our district or synod.”

~ Y o T ' e 1 e g

jdistrict officers never raised

.|paper publicity elevated the
.| (Please Turn to Page 2, Col. 4)

Agking affillated congrega-
tHons “to restrict the right to
vote in church matters to the
adult male membership of the
church,” the statement con-
tinued:

“Together with other Lu-
therans throughout the Synod-
ical Conference, we base our
‘|practice on this matter on the
4Word of God in I Tim. 2, 12.

“This passage states. that
the woman is not to ‘usurp
.| (exercise) authorxty over the
:|man.

REPORT CRITICIZED

“Press releases also carried
the unfactual report that Pas-
tor Buege was taken to task
by district officers for par-
ticipating in 4-H Club activi-
ties. There is no basis in fact
for this allegation since our

this issue in our discussions
with Pastor Buege.
‘“We regret, too, that news-

“
A

B —>

BUEGE-

Pastor Reports
He Got Approval

(Continued From -Page 1)

matter of Mrs. Buege's church
membership to a major issue
in the Buege case.”” (Mrs.
Buege was a member of an
Evangelical Lutheran congre-
gation.)

“While this matter wasg dis-
cussed In conversation with
Pastor Buege, and he was ad-
vised- by us to take the cus-
tomary steps in recelving his
wife into membership, we did
not make an issue of this nor
did we even refer to it in any

'of our conversation with him.

‘“We have no way of know-

flng who Is responsible for the

news reports which published
these - misrepresentations of
fact, nor are we intent on fix-
idg such responsibility. We ‘de-
sire merely to set the récord
straight.” . E .

REV. BUEGE RE_PLIES

Pastor Buege replied, “this
is the first time that a minister
of the Wisconsin Synod was
suspended because he did not
agree with the personal feel-
ings of the officials of the

isynod.”

Specifically, he denied he
ever Had been told “that it 1s
wrong to have association with
Lutheran ministers of other
synods,” that he ever had in-
troduced woman suffrage or
that synod officials ever had
$aid women could not vote.

“They gave their permission
ind then turned around and
tried to suspend me for it,” he
reported. -

He said he had not recelved

help in meeting his problems
from synodical, district or con-
ference officlals, from fellow
pastors or,other Lutheran min-
isters of the area.
. He contended “jealousy” was
behind the dispute, claiming
that when he came to the two
churches—St. Paul's at White-
‘hall and St. Johw’s at Arcadia
—in December, , 1954, both
churches were in difficulty. .

“The reason why both

is simply because they forgo
all about fighting other It
therans and did the real wor:
of the church,” he added.

He said he would not accep
the suspension and would con
tinue to act as pastor. A meet
ing of the church council t
inform members of the congre
gation about the suspensiol
will probably be held afte
worship services Sunday, h
said.

PRQTESTS MEETING

Pastor Buege protested th
Presidium meeting without hin
being present and contended
“Certainly anything done at :
meeting of this type cannot b
accepted as official”

. “We have tried to do every
thmg that the synod asked o
|us,” Pastor Buege contended
176 said Mrs. Buege had be
come”a member of the churct
Jan. 11 and that women hav
not {oted at the two churche:
since the dispute began.

Pastor Mueller said the sus
pension does not affect the
congregations of fthe twe
churches. He sald the Presidi
um had no opportunity to mee:
with the members and woulc
not act untxl it had met witt
them,

The synodical conference in
cludes the Lutheran Church 0:
the Missouri Synod, the Sloval
Synod and several Scandinavi
an Lutheran groups.

churches have been successful
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Saturday, June 20, 1959

‘Synod Opposes Vote

for Women in Church

Suffrage Is Contrary
- to the Word of God,|
" Is Opinion Restated
- by Missouri Unity

By DAVID A. RUNGE

Of The Journal Sta1f
_ San Francisco, Calif. — The
Lutheran church—Missouri syn-
od Friday repeated its historic
view that granting women the
right to vote in the congrega-
tion would be contrary to the

word of God.

. A resolution introduced in the
synod’s 44th triennial conven-
tion here urged that congrega-
tions continue to .give strict
teed to the admonition of St.
Paul .that “women should keep
silence "in the churches.” It
urged those few congregations
that do allow woman's suffrage
to reconsider their practice.

Q'h:ange of Custom Noted
Most Protestant denomina-

* ' Other Endeavor Urged .

* Women, the committee said,
4should not pre-empt areas of
activities in which the « princi-
nles-stated above are violated.”
Fnstead, they “should be direct-
ed into, and led to find oppor-
tunity for, service in the church
where their potential of talent
is.fully utilized in harmony with
gcriptural principles.” ..

The committee directed a spe-
cial word of warning to men nqt
‘to relinquish to women their
rights and obligations in the
work of the church “because of
their own lack of stewardship
consciousness.” .. -
" The resolution offered some
appeasement to the wormen. It
suggested that congregations be

encouraged to set up systems in
which women could make their
views known, along with those
of all groups.ard individuals not
represented in the voters’ as-
sembly, before action on such

VAUKEE JC*

'Monday, June 22, 1959 * %

tions have extended women the
right to vote. They believe that
the restrictions for women were
based on the customs of Paul’'s
day and were not abiding pro-
hibitions of God. :

There also has been an in-,
creasing demand for the right in
the. Lutheran church—Missouri
synod. A ‘request made here
by members. of ‘Grace Lutheran
church, Hayward, Calif., con-
tended that “woman has no de-
sire to yisurp authority. ... (She)
only asks that the opportunity
be provided for her to express
her opinions.” ‘ .

The group agreed that suf-
frage should not include the
right for women to hold office.
It asked, however, that the syn-
od allow each congregation to
‘adopt its own policy.

¢ Committee Disagrees

A study committee headed by
the Rev. Walter ‘'W. ‘Stuenkel,
president of Concordia college,
Milwaukee, disagreed. The com-
mittee, named three years ago
to re-examine the synod's atti-
tude in the light of scripture,
said the Bible taught two prin-
¢iples which must not be vio-
lated. They are that:

Women must not engage
In preaching or in publicly
- teaching men in the church.

Whatever participation of
‘women in congregational af-
-fairs is granted, the principle
must be upheld that women

matters by the voters’ assembly:

¥

etz watede
|Church Votes”
{Leaving Synod

| Pastor, Rov. Busee,
| i Bring New Action

Itheran Church voted 50-21 Friday

“

Votes

i Issue Over lts

" WHITEHALL, Wis. (UPD —The
-congregation of St. Paul's Lu-

‘might-to leave the Wisconsin Synod
Tather than continue the fight over
‘the: suspension of their pastor,
The Rev. Richard Buege.

‘bers. t}lat “saving the church is
more important than fighting the
synod.” . :
.—~Buege was suspended last Feb.|
27 by synod officers for taking
communijon with other Lutheran
denominations and for allowing
women to vote in church affairs.
The vote by the Whitehall con-
gl:egation climaxed a long battle
with synod officials over whether
the . suspension was legal.
Rev. Buege’s other congregation,
St. John’s Lutheran Church at
Arcadia, voted Thursday to allo-
cate $600 to hire a lawyer to sue
'ghe synod, contingent on a match-
ing $600 to.-be put up by the
Whitehall church. . :
Rev. Buege said Friday night's

. Rev. Buege told church mem-J~

‘actio‘x} probably{ would be followed

- v

|sin Lutheran synod. . -

Church Votes
to Quit-Synod
Members of Arcadia
Lutheran Unit Back
Pastor Buege
‘From Press Dispatches
‘Arcadia, Wis. — The second
congregation Served by the Rev.
Richard L. Buege voted Sunday
to withdraw from the Wiscon-
Pastor. Buege was ‘suspended
Feb. 28. by the ‘synod’s western
district . presidium -for permit-
ting women to.vote -in church
affairs and for his fellowship
with pastors of-the less conserv-
ative Evangelical- Lutheran
church. -~  T:ron o
-. The, St. John’s Lutheran
church congregation here, with,
only 36 members, voted.11'to 1
to_leave. the synod: and operate
independently ‘ag.Pastor Buege
recommeénded.’ B
*Other Church Near Whitehall

| Pastor- Buege’s: other ‘pastor-

ate, St. Paul's Lutheran church
near Whitehall, .voted 50 to 21
on June 21 to leave the synod
and become independent rather
than fight the presidium’s ac:
tion. - .
Mr. Buege said he would for-
mally submit his resignation
from the.synod-to its président,
the ‘Rev. .Oscar ‘Naumann, St
Paul, Minn., this week. .. .

The cpngregations dated their:
withdrawals back to Oct. 2 and
3, :1958,-just prior to the datex-
Oct. 6,:1958 — when the Rev:
Buege_fs; troubles began.

" Entertained Pastors

On that date, the pastor en-
tertained members of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran: church at:St.
John's ‘and served them com-
munion. . ' Co

A week later synod officials
called the pastor on the carpet
and criticized him. He was also
criticized for serving commun-
jion to his wife, who was a mem-
ber of the Evangelical Lutheran
church. -

The suspension followed in
February. : - :




‘women to vote in congregation

o

X

{AY BRING ACTION

: ;Tﬁe Revs. Walter Wegner,|'
Columbus, and Norbert Paus-

'Buege said. -

TR Henti i a d

Pastor Buege,
Presidium
Will Confer

WHITEHALL, Wis., May 31
(Special) The Rev. Richard L.|
Buege, who has refused to ac- '
cept a suspension by the Wis-
congin Lutheran Synod’s West-
ern District, said Sunday he
will confer Tuesday with dis-
trict officials. -

Pastor Buege, of St. Paul's
Church in Whitehall and St.|
John's at Arcadia, said thef,
Rev. Richard W. Mueller, Jef-|.
ferson, district president, had
invited him to a meeting at 1]
p.m. Tuesday at St. Paul's Lu-|.
theran Church, Mauston.

tfan, Oconomowoe, who with|
Pastor Mueller ‘make up the
district - presiditim,  would at-|.
tend the conference','

A% H.e wa.s suspended '3913‘_28 :
for perm1tt1ng women to vote
in .church meetmgs and’ for
“fellowshlp” with clerg'ymen

of other Lutheran gects,

.-Doctrinal dif ferences be-
tween the. Wisconsih Synod
and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church and the.St. Paul's con-
stitution of July 1, 1934—which
Pastor Buege contends permits

matters—will be on the-agenda
at the meetmg, he sa.ld

~— WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES,

Rev. Buege to
Meet Tuesday
With Board

Lutheran Synod
Presidium Sets
Private Session

WHITEHALL, Wis. (UPI) — The
three - member western .district

the Rev. Richard Buege to dis-
cuss his suspension from
church. -
Rev. Buege, pastor of St. Paul’s

cadia,
been. invited ‘to’ the
meeting by one of the group’s
membpers,  the Rev.
Mueller of Jefferson,.who played
a part in Bueges ‘'suspension. :
‘The presidium ‘meeting will be
at St. Paul’s Lutheran .Church at

‘Mauston and it will be private.
“Rev. Buege is expected to report

Pastor|. )

on the meeting Tuesday to a joiht
meeting of his congregations af,
Whitehall. - :

Rev. Buege was . suspended: from
the Wisconsin Lutheran Synod in
‘February on grounds.that he gave
women- in his St. Paul's. congre-
gation the Tight to ‘vote on' church
matters and also because he had
communion with ministers outsmle
the synod.

The Rev. Buege has appealed

e o

presidium -of the Wisconsin Luther- |
an Synod will meet Tuesday with |:

-the

Lutheran Church at Whitehall and |.
St. John’s Lutheran Church at Ar-|'
announced Sunday he had|:

presidium |

Richard |’

W

[

D =30 T

his suspension and both - his con-
tgregatlons have kept him as pas—|
or

A B
<

'
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Pastor Suspension
Case Slated to Be

Aired Again Today,

WHITEHALL —(UPI)— The
three-member western district
presidium of the Wisconsin
Lutheran Synod was to meet
today with the Rev. Richard
Buege to "discuss his suspen-
sion from the church.

Mr. Buege, pastor of St.
Paul's Tutheran church at
Whitehall ‘and St. John's TLu-
theran church at Arcadia, an-

nounced Sunday he had been-

invited to the presidium meet-
ing by one of the group’s
members, the MRev. Richard
Mueller of Jefferson, who
played a part in Bueges sus-
pension.. -~

The private presidium meet-
ing was to be at St. Paul's
Lutheran church at Mauston.
Mr. Buege' is expected to re-
port on tHe neeting tonight
to a. joint meeting of his con-
gregations at Whitehall.

Mr. Buege was suspended
from the Wisconsin ILautheran
Synod in February on grounds
that he gave women in his St.

Paul's - congregation the right |

to vote on church matters and
also because he 'had com-
munion with ministers outside

the synod.

Mr. Buege has appealed his
suspension’ and both his .con-
gregations have kept him as
pastor.

E 1D
No Agreément
In Pastor Tiff

WHITEHALL, Wis,, June 2
(Special) The Rev. Richard L

Buege, pastor of two Lutheran
churches near here who ‘was
suspended by the Wisconsir
Synod’'s Western District last
Feb. 28, said Wednesday tha
no agreement was reached in
a meeting between himself and
three synod officials Tuesday
at Mauston.

Pastor Buege, of St. Paul"
Church near Whitehall and St
John’s at Arcadia, sald he
|met six hours with the Revs
Richard W. MuellergJdefferson
‘|district president; Walter Weg
ner, Columbus, first vice pres
jdent, and Norbert Paustian
OconomoWwoc, second vice pres
ident, but they were unabl
to settle their differences,

Pastor Buege wag. suspendec
for permitting women to: vot:
in church meetings and. fo
“fellowship” with clérgyme:
of other Lutheran sects. H-
has refused to accept the sus
pension and has continued t
serve his two churches.
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Rev.-Buege Appéal
Could” Be Delayed |

WHITEHALL, Wis. (Special) —
It seems unlikely that ihe Rev.:
Richard L. Buege of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church here will he al-
lowed to appeal to the Wisconsin
Synod about his suspension from

synod membership at the church E A

group’'s convention at Saginaw,
Mich., in August. -

According to a letter received
by Pastor Buege Thursday {rom
the Rev. Oscar J. Naumann, St.;
Paul, synod president, he must.
first make an appeal to district ,
officials. . .

If the district officials will not
call a special meeting, the Rev,
Buege will not have an opportun-
ity to make his appeal until the!
summer “of 1960 since there will
be no regular district meeting be-
fore the synod convention.

Since the entire -synod will not
have another meeting until  the
summer of 1961, the suspension
controversy may not be settled
for two years. .

]
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From-Radio Talk - //8:,“

" WHITEHALL, Wis—The Rev.
‘Richard L.. Buege of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, recently sus-
pended from membership in. the
Wisconsin Synod, said that inter-
ference by the synod’s president,
the Rev. Oscar J.” Naumann of
St. Paul, and a misunderstanding
or the part of the radio station
prevented him from appearing on
the WCCO-“‘Open Mike” program’
Tuesday evening.
" He was promised 2 later ap-
| pearance, however,

D

Whitehall Pastor

To Be on Program

WHITEHALL, Wis. (Special}) —
The Rev. Richard L. Buege, White- |
hall pastor suspended from the
Wisconsin Synod because he allow-
ed women to vote and had Com-
munion fellowship with pastors of

other Lutheran synods, will be a},

guest on Open Mike radio program
over a Twin Cities radio station
Tuesday from 10:30 p.m.:~to .mid-
night. : . .

" The program‘is an interview in-
terrupted by telephone calls from
the audience with gquestions that
will be answered during the broad-
cast. .

Pastor Buege will give his views

on voting rights for all membe;s
of a congregation, fellowship|-
among Lutherans and the need for
Lutherans to work together.

" .
g ~ N
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Church  Council 2.1

To.Meet Sunday a“~
WHITEHALL, Wis.—The. Goth-

cil of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church |-

will meet Sunday following 10:30
a.m. services to consider sending

a formal request to the ‘preside_nt .
of the Western District-of the Wis- |.

consin Synod- to hold a’.special

meeting of all members of thel|”
" district sometimé in June ar as
soon as possible” with regard to

'|Meeting With
|Synod Official

A et et

Ve e

the Rev. Richard Buege’s suspen-

ts‘ion from the synods’

J

E

“Church of the Lutheran Hour”

SErmor.

|Denied Buege

WHITEHALL, Wis. (Special) '«
The Rev. Richard L. Buege, pas-
tor of St. Paul's Lutheran church
of Whitehall who has not accept-
ed suspension from the Wiscorsin

trict officials. .

In answer to several lettets in
which the Rev. Buege and his
| church -council suggested three
dates for a meeting and also sug-
gested that the officials set a date,
replies were received by Leonard
Gruentzel, president of the coun-
cil, and the Rev. Buege.

The letter to Mr. Gruentzel,
read by Rev. Buege to his con.
gregation following services Sun-
day, said in part: “You have not
changed ‘in your attitude ror in
the spirit from your former let-
1 ters . . . any meeting with you or

The only-course open for you is
to prepare and present -your ap-
peal of Pastor Buege's suspension
to our Wisconsin' Synod for its
meeting ( in. Saginaw, Mich.) in
August, We shall have no meeting

correspondence.”
: a
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Syned, has been denied a. meet-
ing with Western Wisconsin Dis- |

e m Am -

L

pastor -Buege will be of no avail. |-

€ o ..

with you nor shall we answer your

. ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN
(Wisconsin Synod)

Rev. Richard. Buege, Pastor
Sunday, May 10— -

Divine Worship at 8:30 a. m.
Sunday School following the

-

[



WISCONSIN SYNOD -
Pastor Allows )
'Voting; May Lose Pyl pit

WHITEHALL, - Wis, ' (Special)— | Mrs, Buege Was.- £ormer1}; a mem-
The ‘men members of St. Paul’s|ber of the' Evangehcal Lutheran
futheran Chureh, Wisconsin Syn- | Church of P1gegn Falls,
od, -a rural: congregation of near S * &

Whitehall, will vote Jan, 11 on B
whether to dismiss: their. pastor, If Mrs, Bueg‘e dbes; not leave
the ELC, the. Revi Mr, Buege was

the Rev. Rlchard Buege. -
~ Officials of the Wisconsin Synod informed, /it will constitute
grounds for his"dismissal,

hava notified the Rev, Mr, Buege
The Rev. Mr.. Buege said his

that he has violated, the rules of|!
the. gynod by’ permxttmg women wife had not formally, Jomed St.
Paul's as:they believed that as his

to cast voles ‘an church matters.

lomen's

e - R - I

It is-also charged that the Rev.
Ur.” Buege -has been attending

pastoral conferences of the Mon:

dovi Circuit of the Evangelical
Lufheran Church and taking Com-

mumon with them,

In athird complami: the: cfﬁcers
of the: synod-have informed the

| wife -she .automatically- became a
member of St. Paul’s,”

The rural pastor sa1d “We sHIl
firmly believe: and. are: confident
that .there are:no doctnnal differ-
ences between. the -various  (Luth-

| eran) sypods. -The warious- differ
‘ences that exist areonlymthe
practxces of the churches, which

fev. Mr. Buege that his wife, | o¢Ttainly do:mot constifute.a rea-

whom he married last June, is not’

fo receive Communion  in . St.
Paul’s Ghurch unb}l she becomes
2 ‘member of the cong‘re'gation

son for diseontinuing’ fellowshlp "
LR S

St. John’s “Wisconsin. Synod|
Chureh of Arcadia, also- served byl
the Rev, Mr. _ Buege, :has already!
voted to allow women “to. voteion
¢h ‘questions aqd to-allow" fel«l
hip w1th Lutherans af all
branches of the church.
The dispute ™ was bmught to
nght in a conference Mcmday with
officials of St. Paul’s \Church and
the Rev, Richard Mueller, Jeffer~
sori, president of the weitern’ dis-
trict of the synod, “and. thé Rev,
Norbert Paustian_of Oconomowoc,
vice" ‘president.
"The six members of the oouncil
of St. Paul’s are split in their opin-
ion—three favor. theu' pasim
three against.

T Ve
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‘Women's Rights
1o Figure in Mels.
Church Vote /5]

WHITEHALL, Wis.—(UPI)
__A dispute over equal rights
for women church members
and co-operation with other
Lutheran churches will prob-
ably be climaxed Sunday
when - St. Paul's Lutheran
church’ congregatlon will

pastor. _
The minister, the Rev.
Richard Buege, of Whitehall
and Arcadia, ‘Wis,, met with
officials of *the Wlsconsm
Lutheran synod’s western
district and six members of
J|his congregatign’s council
Monday night. The pending
balloting ‘was decided . upon
at the conference,

Mr, Buege‘has been in-
- volved in a battle with the
synod over his. religious as-
sociations with ministers of
other Lutheran sects. The sy-
nod officials. contend -his
wife is a member of a rival
Lutheran -sect and have or-
dered him to deny her com-
| munion .in ‘St. Paul's Church
until. she . resigns -from the
gelical Lutheran church.

If the Whitehall minister
disobeys, he has been threat-|
ened with dismissal.

vote whether to retain its|.

"| Winona, visitor for the-confer-

:} gave no hint as to what action

s

C—>

12 Take Walk

As Quster Of

1Pas’ror Fails -

Pioneer Press News Scrvioe
WHITEHALL, WIS.—Mem-
bers of St. Paul's Lutheran
church at nearby German Val-
ley voted 70-19 Sunday to re-
tain their pastor, Rev, Richard
L. Buege, 30. Eleven members
abstained from voting.

| posed Rev. Mr. Buege walked
iout of the church and joined
two  Western Wisconsin * Lu-
theran - district officials who
had been demed entrance to
the church.

Rev. Walter Wegner of Co-
lumbus, district vice president,
and Rev. Harold -Bucker of

ence, had been invited to .at-
tend the church meeting by a
group opposed to Rev.-"Mr.
Buege. The tongregation voted
‘to admit only church members
however.

The synod qff1c1als left and

may be taken in the situation.

Rev. Mr. Buege has been
! under criticism from the synod
i for his 'liberal - interpretation
‘of church doctrine, This also
!led to the dispute within St.
Paul’s church ‘and’ St. John's

| church at Arcadia which com-|

prises Rev. Mr. Buege’' s parish.

The trouble - started 1last
'August in Arcadia when a new
CODStltUthn for St. John's
‘church was drafted which gave
women members the right to
vote on church matters, This
-is against ‘the yules ‘of the
Wisconsin Lutheran synod. -

In the meantirge, Rev. Mr.
Buege hdd been associating
with ministers of the Evangeli-
| cal Lutheran church in this
area. He attended ELC pastoral
conferences ~and - took com-
munion there, .

. There was also objection be-
cause Rev. Mr.  Buege's wife,
a member of an ELC church

A dozen of those who op- '

'F,ll

when they were married, has
‘never ‘formally joined - St.
" Paul's church " although she
“has ta}qen communion there.




ST. JOHN'S LU LHERKAN
(Independent)

Rev. Richard Buege, Pastor .

Sunday, Dec. 31—

| No Worship Service.

Sunday, January: 7—

Divine Worship Service at 8:15
p.m.

Weekly Offering Envelopes for
Dec. 31 and Jan. 7 will be received
from the members.

All members are asked to give
at least $1.00 in their Initial Offer-
ing Envelope to help pay for the
cost of the Weekly Offering Enve-
lopes.

The Church Financial Committee
will meet and count the offering
following the worship service,

Weekly Offering FEnvelopes for
1962 are available at-the Church.

Guests and visitors are invited
to worship with with usi

P. [3
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.counterattack in the “battle
over his suspension from mem-
bership in the Wisconsgin
Lutheran Synod.

Target this time wag the
\Rev. Richard W. Mueller, Jef-
ferson, president of the synod’s
Western District, to whom a
letter was sent by reglstered
mail.”

" Reason for Pastor Buege's
latest letter was Insertion In
the “Northwestern Lutheran,”
official publication of thej

The ‘Rev. Buege, being sup-
ported in" the controversy by
members. of ‘the churcheés he
serves, St. Paul's here and St.
John'’s at Arcadia, said he re-
ceived the April 12 edition of
the publication Saturday and
“was shocked” to find therein
the notice of his suspension.

synod, of the dictrict's office 3
order of suspensxon o

VIREENE LTINS RIS, £ g
fec S

B}y SUSpended ,Sfd l

19 (Special) The Rev. Richard

L. Buege of Whitehall Satur-
day ‘launched another verbal

Muellar, “regretfully an-
nounces’ it .has become neces-
sary to suspend Pastor Buege
“pecause of his persistent-re-
fusal, despite brotherly-admo-
nitiqns, to bring his pastoral
practice into conformity: with
the accepted Scrlpture-based
practice of the synod.” -
Pastor Buege then composed
his latest letter to Rev. Muel-
ler, making a copy available
to the press. He called publi-
cation of a suspension notice
in the “Northwestern Luth-
eran” a8 ‘“most unnecessary
and un]ust attack aga.inst me' "

DEN]ES ‘A.DMZONITIONS’

Pastor Buege‘ denies that
any synodicdl official-ever of-1
fered any “brotherly admoni-
tions” to him -and that He ever
“persistently refused” :to-fol-
low Scrlpture -based  doctrine.

The ¥ Western Dlstrict sus-
pended Pastor Buege Feb. 28
for permitting women:of St
Paul's to votesin church aif-
fairs "and for practicing fel-

The notice, slgned by. Pa.stop

lowship with .clergymen of

, y ‘o8t end
of our’ other minrsters.”
hurch.had five paﬂtors
n\1934 and Pastor

““é“‘?u

| fund? démaﬂd

s AT

;electioné‘and, ssoctat
,inisters of less*c con

S~ anid l

Auoclntad Preu wirephoto. P

e Pas’ror

the less conservative Evangel
ical Lutheran Church. -
The Rev. Buege, who ma:
not present ‘at the -presidium
meeting ‘at WhJCh his. suspen-
sion was voted _stated in. his
letter to’ Pastor -Mueller, *I)
have mnever tried.  to make
things ~ difficult for -.you, sc
why can’'t you leave mec
alone?"

Since: he fook over fou
years ago at-St. Paul's, Pasto
Buege - claimed, contributions
have Increa.sed from $2, 000 tc
$8 000 ¢ annually. hecause ‘“‘we
forgot all about. fighting other
Lutherans and- just preached
the Gospel of ‘Jesus Christ—
the real work of the church.”

SUFFRAGE VIEW

Pastor Buege asked why he
shotlld. ‘be suspended on :the
issue of woman’s suffrage
since the. constitution  of - St.
Psdul's. Church has. permitted
women ~to vote there since
1934—and "’ Buch was the prac-
tice under previous pastors,
He .also ‘contended there is
no ‘basic Biblical doctrinal dif-
ference between Lutheran sy-
nods, 80. how ¢an 1euowsh1p
be wrong?

Pastor Buege,_wno plane to
appeal his suspension to the
synod’s biennial convention
Aug. 512 at Saglnaw, Mich,

isaid the -only reason It be-

came necessary to suspend

. him was that, if Rev. Mueller

and his supporters didn't do
g0, “it would - weaken your

Iposition and’ your way of re-
; Mglom" e -




Rev ;BUG
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WHITEHALL Wis April 5
(Special) The- Rev. Rlchard
Buege, pa.stor of St. Paul’s Ta-

theran: Church here, sald Sun-

with -+ its parent - ‘Wisconsin
Synod -over Pastor Buege s
nght,to hold the pastorate: .

Distrlct Presid.ium of the WlS—

dent.*'ha.d ailed.
etaﬂlng’—hls ob]ectlon 1o “fel-_

Feb ‘18, by -th Presidlum
.for consortmg mth ‘other Lu-

ges

day" that'he and ‘his Church|:
Council are worklng on a plan’
which they hope w111 settle the-
con g T'e ggtion 5 controversy‘

Pastor ‘Buege, excommuni—‘, since ‘1 34.

cated Feb. 28" ‘by-.the Western
-,for “the past ‘three months:
Jtendance at-the 12 weekly. wor-‘

-had been 1,565, an increase

u- sa.me period last yea.r

. olf ‘Bckert,. “Milwailkee, chalr-

. mlssion purposes h
. Columbus vice president of-the|: 3
ik district,~ t 01 d “Pastor" B}lege-
| shortly- after the meetmg that

he felta public dinner to Which
.| non-members of the congrega-v :

: forwa.rded to 1he dlstrict for{ e

¢ The Rev.»”WaJter Wegner,

. © 7.[tlon: were Invited, was.-an im-
‘theran clergymen : and per- jproper method of ra.ismg funds
mitting women members of the for the missions N -
congrega.tlon to vote-in church i P as to T. Buege and Nthe
elect1ons L .| Church Council contend that;

s if the money was raised im-
The St. Pa.uls constltution properly, it shouldbereturned
wa.s rea.d during ‘the meeting

_"}Pastor Buege said that. the
Sunda.y and ’ the members members’ qf'the congregatlon’
voted to decline to consider queried -at. the ‘meeting; ex-
woman _sufferage - an: issue,- in pressed appmvaJ of his views
the controversy as the church toward- publlclty on the’ con-
.|has permitted Women to vote trovcrsy, feeling wide publicity

Pastor Bueg ga.ve the on-.

grega.tlon 8N fma.ncial report Ve N

which showed. that total:.at-

{Syiiod

ship services: durmg the period

over the attendance -of ‘the] A\

sa.me pemod la.st year. R

Contnbutions dunng the. pe-' "
riod ‘totaled $1,600, about twice
What -was “contributed.-In" -the

REFUND ASKED !

Meetlng after the congpega.-
tlona.l session, ~the: Church

Coungil ‘wrote to the Rev. Har-|

man ‘of the district Board of:
Trustees, demanding return of
$765 ~St. Paul's raised - ‘at.. a
misslon ‘dinner. last year and

Aﬁ

{1 ‘Buege wa suspended f
jing communion; with “Evanvelical

Lutheran ministers and ‘for’ allow‘

mgwomentov 2

ters. But Bueg ‘fre]ected the sus:|

‘_/,__.—> penision by. ‘the’ 1synod, “saying
‘woman 5o, longer .vote .’in’ ;his}

chyrches here and at Arcadia and

that there- is no Scriptural | ba51s

for barrmg ‘fraternization”, \v1th

other ministers. ° v

The letter: from the - counc1l
"\ that “we doubt that three
- the right to suspend

N

ed ‘would such actxon\ id,
and then 'the councd wouldappeal




o watheran ~ /(D
_oviews Successful P

'Year; Hold Elections

The members of Evanger Luth- A

aran Church gave. ‘their pastor,

Rev. R. L. Buege,-a standing vote

of thanks at the iannual meeting é—J (

on Sunday, November 12. _

The members have just com- B ] 2 -

pleted the most successful year in ’ WHITEHALL, \Wis. — “Luther-

(the 90-year history of the congre- - J/ L } an Youth Witness for Christ” will

'gation. Attendance at the worship be the theme for a youth rally

'services.has nearly.doubled; week- -|Nov. 23 at St. Pauls’ Wisconsin jn

lly offerings have rincreased - from: ‘{Synod Church in German Valley.

Opening Registration will be at

1:30 p.m. and worship at % p.m,,

l B . .
an average of 30c to $1.00 per mem- . s
German Valley .
, the Rev. Richard L. Buegé, church

ber during the pasttwo years; Holy
{Communion has been received an _
pastor, speaking. The church's
Changes Voted .| newly organized choir will sing.
Workshops and discussiomrgroups
WHITEHALL, Wis. (Special)—

javerage of four times more by each
;member than in 1959,
At the annual nieeting the mem-
berS"vqted;.in”'fa‘\'(O‘fﬁ’qufg'ivi?tg‘ ngOthOO will meet from 3 to 4 p.m. with
more in financial Support e % wPEC] area pa ;
budget - of The: American. Lutheran At a meeting of St. Paul's Wiscon- them.pGitoour; ceilnadirrﬁgxgn‘arilllizdmrgt
Church. This is in wddition to the sin Synod Lutheran Church, Ger- » “|to the entire assembly at 4 POm
almost $1,000 which the members man Valley, Sunday, members ‘| ‘The - Young People’s Society.
vot'ed 51 to 27 to use weekly of- sponsoring the rally, will servé
f(i.ls-mg envelgges next 'year.1 Thfey - |supper at 5 p.m. Aﬂ’yone is wel‘!
also approved a pension plan for ;
the ‘minister, for which the con- kjecme to attend but advance reg-
gregation will pay. ' B

have already given to the budget
of The American Lutheran Church
e istratiops are encouraged.
x ;
For the first time in the church’s
‘hislory, women and confirmed

and other synod related organiza-
tions and institutions. Evanger

children were given the right to
vote, the practice to continue at

helps to support the Hauge Federa-
tion, Lutheran Home for the Aged,
Luther Park Bible Camp, Boy
.Scouts, and the Northern Wiscon- .
sin District of The American Lut- n ;
heran Church. Evanger is a Con- all future meetings. GERMAN VALLEY SERVICE
gregation of the Mondovi Confer- The congregation agreed it will WHITEHALL, Wis. (Special) —
ence. ' continue to recognize all Luth- The Rev., Robert Arneson, Inde-
Mr. Iner:Bjorgo was eleceted pre-- ‘erans as equals regardless of D pendence, will speak at St. Paul’s
sident of the congregation and their nationalities. This fellowship i Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Church,
Mrs. Terrance Nelson was elect- with all Lutherans has done much L——) German Valley, for “family at the
ed as financial secretary. Other
Church Council members are:
[ Clarence Johnson, vice president;
Mrs, Allard Norby, secretary;
Mrs. George Norby, treasurer; and

to -help the church in its work, church night” Sunday at 8:15 p.m.
commen’ed the Rev, .Richard David Lee will conduct devotions.
Buege, pastor. David Herman will play the ac-

The congregation’s quarterly cordion, Ted von Uhl will play the
meeting will be Oct. 12 after piano and a high school quartet

Marvin Fimreite, trustee. Twenty- Commuuion, will sing. A film “Why Do We
eight members were appointed to S Live?” will be shown and Iunch
the various committees for 1962. : served.

A budget-of $6,000 ig planned for -

-
ST. PAULS CHURCH ///7 ’
WHITEHALL, Wis, (Speéial) —

.| St. Paul's Wisconsin Synod Luth-
ij eran Church will observe Steward-
Shlp. Sunday at 1 am. Com-|:
-{ munion services Sunday. Commun-
icants were asked to register be.
fore the service: Offering enve-
lopes f{rom January through No-
vember and CEF offerings should

be brought to the service.
The Rev. Richard L. Buege,
pastor, will speak on the KWNO

1962. The church has a baptized
membership of 150 persons. There
are about 100 confirmed members. F F
The newly elected church coun- [y
cil members. will be installed at
the- Holy Communion- Worship Ser-
vice on Sunday, November 26 at
2:00 p.m. - Registration for Holy N T
Communion-will be before the Ser- gt' 'LaUI s to Vo te
vice.
The members voted in favor of n Using EnVEIOpeS.
a full schedule of Christian Edu- WHITEHALL, Wis. (Specal) —
cation. The Sunday School and the Members of St. Paul's Wisconsin
Bible classes will meet in con- Synod Lutheran Church of German
nection with eachy Worship Service. Valley will meet Sunday after
Members on the Christian. Educa- 10:30 a.m. worship to vote an sev-
tion Committee are: Mr. and Mrs. eral issues.
Norman Klopp, Mr. and Mrs. La- The 130 ople wil i
verne Nelson,” and Mr. and Mrs. women’s chuﬁihp Suffraée c?:éif;
Lloyd Kilness, All Sunday School envelope donations, service times;
teachers are a part of this commit- pensions for the minister, fellgw.

; " Lutheran Chapel of the Aj
tee. ship and the question of pel of the Air at 1
Other committees are: Steward- member glving a dollar every g?l(;lj }S)ilrrr:('iaas ogart ’of the Stewardship
ship, Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Peter- day. Yy observance.

son; Mr. and Mrs. Ardell Nelson, - [
and - Thomas- Bjorgo; spiritual life,
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Peterson, Mr. ;
and Mrs. Walter Weber, and Tom
Bjorgo; church improvements, Mr. C 44 A
and Mrs. Charles Nelson, Mr. and Gat # Q/
Mrs. Oscar Fimreibe, Mr. and Mrs.

Herman Linberg; constitution, Mr.

Included in the plans of the con-;

and Mrs. LeRoy Rudy, Mr. and
Mrs. Irvin Klopp, and Mr. -and
Mrs. Orrin Olson. The Church
Council is a part of every commit-
tee. All committee members will
be . installed at a special worship

fearrinag A Qimdar Manarahiae 10 <k

greation for 1962 are: a new well,,
remodeling of the church chancel,!
a church library, expanded seart-i
ing capacity in the church bqse—
ment and other repairs and im- |
provements. l



”;"i./f air
synod:s

also would ask:that all-financial

support: givenyito. the-synod: in
|recent -mont 1

-{ tion " for that
churchi#whit

ct]did not’agr

womnan suftagain his
: Pastor Buege: who'li

" He "said " the' church councils}

of ‘St..Paul'ssLuthetan

Luthérdtis; “The & 5l ¢ (&
Wisconsin; syndd::church js 40 ;

miles west of here.

 His notice of suspension came %
by registered maxl It was dated
Monday,and postmarked at Jef-
ferson. The signers were the
Rev. Richard W. Mue&ﬁr, pres- :
of “western: Wisc .othe
((iiesntiigt1= g?ethelsynod; the Rev.| W] enlaquﬁd,al;lc;\;t‘w
Walter Wegner, Columbus, dis-|ago, both: church e
trict first vice:president and the [feuing pa'slly TOom.
Rev. .Norbert Paustian, .,.OCOI‘10<. ministry.”
mowoc, 'secqnd'Vig&Frﬁlg:ﬁ.e Ja
2 district leade ~Authdtityiof ‘Scr
1a§1s1thsedtnhc§:§ it Jefferson to dis: p,gﬁlis'hgg',geb.,jls ;g:tl;l_ e
cuss “a “letter 'by Pastor Buege|wéstern “Luthérah, "‘gnbit' icial
and the church council in which [s§riod publication, suppe 1

they outlined their views, Pas |stind He qioted it ' part. ">

Y .- . ST
g \;p&\w\-gg'.g‘\.%. RS N SR

‘emoved from the
‘harged that Pastor Backer was |-

) |7

Assign RE;‘V, Buege
,’to Lutheran Church
in Detroit, Mich.

The Rev. Richard I. Buege,

pastor of St. Paul’'s ILutheran

Church, rural ‘Whitehall, St.

John’s Lutheran Church, Arca-

dia, and FEvanger Lutheran

Church, rural Independence, has

been assigned by The Lutheran

Church, Missouri Synod, to con-

tinue his ministry at Peace Luth-

eran Church, Detroit, Michigan.

i ‘_’_9 He and his wife, the former De.
' lores Larson of Pigeon Falls, will

move to their new assignment
the middle of November. !

Pastor Buege began to serve
iSt‘ Paul’s and St. John’s in De-
cember of 1954, He wasg ordained
Iinto the Lutheran ministry and
installed as pastor of the two
congregations on June 19, 1955,
Evanger became the third con-
gregation of the parish in Nov-
ember of 1959,

Following graduation from thel
Algoma, Wis. high school 'in
1946, the Rev. Buege attended
River Falls State College. He re-
ceived his education for the min-
istry at Concordia Seminary in
Springfield, IIL alﬁd was gradu-
ated from the Lutheran seminary
!'at Thiensville, Wis.

St. Paul’'s will also become
a member of The Lutheran
Church, Missouri Synod. The- fu-
ture plans of St.” Paul’s and
‘Evanger are mot certain at the
;present time. A new pastor hag
‘not been called to serve these
‘congregations at this time,

’\U 4 Kj f962,

Contd 1(',@ A)

_ rastor suege was quite vocat, decisively or. s suent, ditter
4»aturda_y after he announced;ences of opinion may be held|
“he receipt of the suspension n0~/without violating Scripture or

breaking the bonds of fellow- |;

He said that pe and the ship.”

‘hurch councils would seek to —_—
1ave Pastors "Mueller, Wegner| ~ - - :
'nd Paustian removed from of.|

‘ice and the ministry,

Backer Accused L

He said he ang the council!t.
Iso would ask that the Rev.|P

“larold Backer, Winona, Minn.,, |e*

vhose title is Jocal visitor, helS.
synod. He]l

esponsible for making a local!sj.
T



—  Otto willigive a_ short address. The

" tion will be followed by a sermon by

_Rev. A.Sauer of Winona will deliver
_the sermon. At the evening service at

T\hll Dcdlcate New Churclx

\,/' . Sunday. .

'Phc «dedication of the ‘new . Ev.
4..ith St. John's Church Will ‘take’
splace on Sunday Sept. 26. A short
service will be held at the old church:
at-9:45 A, M. at which Rev. _C A.

<ongregation will then go tothe new
<church where the service of dedica-

Rev. Adolph Werr of Brownsville,
‘Wis. At the afternoonserviceat 2:30

7:30 the Rev. Prof. Gimmestad of
Galesville will .preach. Dinner and
suppet will bg served frec of charge

\/'y‘-&e;_iby the.ladies of the congregation.
- ,

St John’s Ev. Lutheran

vary Is set off from the auditorium by
a triumphal arch, The sanctuary .
has an entirely new deslgn with =,
band painting of Calvary in the center.
The altar, pulpit and baptismal fonti‘
were cleaned and tefinished in white !
and gold. The woodwork was elt.hex-.
cleaned and pollshed or ravnmluhed.g
The contract was let by the Ladfes
Ald. The Choir will furnish new:
lights for the church, six large mod- '’
ern-type lamps, to be hung on ohaln;§

fixtures, three on each slde, ,direcnly'

‘over the pews for better lighting re- | ;

sults The decoration of the church !
was undert.nken at this time in prep-
aration for the celebration of the 25¢h -
anniversary of the churech, to be held
on the firat Sunday in September, at
which tha four pastors, who served:|
the congregation since 1910, will be !
the festival apeakers: Rerv. C. A. Ot-!

lto, Rev. R. Lederer, Rev. Rud. P. |

Korn, Rev. R. W. Mueller. The |
church records go back to 1875 mnkmz

this year also the 60th birthday of the (
congregation. }

Church Redecorated .‘

The re-decorar.ion of 8t. John's Ev— ;
Lutheran church bas just been com- ;.:
pleted by Mr. C. A. Chrlstignsen, & |
professional church decorator from '’

{lwaukee, The work is very artistic: -
and highly satisfactory., The wains-
coting s done in stone effect, likewlse !
the windows. Fitting emblems ara: ;
used in the proper spaces. The SANCt=
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25th Churcﬁ Anniversary
and Mission Festival of St.

John s Lutheran ChurchL

i
Twenty-five yea.rl ago, on Septem-
ber 25th, 1910, the cornerstone of the
:St. John's Lutheran Church was 1aid
on the-corner of West Main and See-
ond St., amid impressive dedlcary ser-
~vices. The local pnst.or at that time,
Rev. C. A. Otto, was assisted by Rev.
Adolph Werr of Brownsville, Wis;
Rev. A, Sauer of Winona, Rev. Prol.
-Gimmestad of Galesville and Rev. A.
Vollbrecht of Fountain City. The
building committee “consisted of Geo.
‘Hacker, August Zastrow, F. W. Zas-
wow and ex-officlo, Rev. C. A. Otto,

“The trustees for 1910 were August Zas- |-

trow, F. W. Zastrow and Gust Kube,
“The-officers: Rev. C. A. Otto, Sec'y.;
Albert Wieland, Treasurer, The pres-
-ent church board consiats of the fol-

“jowlng trusteés:. Rud, Kube, Robt.}

Torsyth, Louis Kreld. Officers: A. C.
H, Theurer, presidant' Alvert Wie-
land, Secret.nryvnad Rud. Pahl, treas-
aurer. o~
The 25th annlversnry ol the corner-
stone laying will be celebrated with
three festival services on September 1,
at which the four pastors who served
St. John's durlng the past twenty-five
yesrs, will speak. At the morning

aervice (9:30 a, m.) Rev. C. A. Otto will.

preach in Germsn and Rev. R.. Leder-
er in Eoglish. In the .afternoon (2:30
p. m.) Rev. Rud. Korn will preach in
English and at the evening service
{8 p. m.) Rev. Rich. W. Mueller will
speak also in English. The choir will
provide special music at each service.
The public is cordially invited to a.ll of
these festival services.

Dinner and supper will be served by
the ladies of the congregation in the
old ehurch building at a moderate
price. Other refreshments will nlso be

are;
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Addenda : History Papers

“A Short History of St. John’s Wis. Synod Luth. Church”

“St. John’s-Christ Lutheran Church”

*These two papers are added because this writer knows that these two papers are not
published anywhere and the author is unknown. Therefore, it would be very difficult to
find other copies of them. “St. John’s-Christ Lutheran Church” is three pages out of the

middle of a paper. The whereabouts of the other pages of the paper are unknown.
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. ///, A Short Eistory of St. John's ¥Wis. Synod Iuth. Church- C&<xkﬁqguh4

Even though St. John's was organized in 1835 durlng
the pastorate of Rev. Julius Bedke, ILutheran services tﬁ);ﬁyﬁ;;
had been held here for a number of years previously in QEFy
“thie homes of Lutherans in town. In this wey & small groun
of Lutherans was gatherpd together to form the nucleus of
a future cong. In a few years: when the lLomes becume 00
small, the Methodist Church up on the hill was rented for
services. It was not until 1835, when Rev. Zadke came to
Ercadia, that the firét Tutheran church and narsonage were
built'This was indeed a d ey of sreet rejoicing for the
merbers of St. John's, to know that they finally had a
éhurch«home of théir own in wrich to worshiip. The old frame
church building, enlsrgeC¢ and improved, is now Deing used
by the Ladiés»Aid,for Sonfirmation class work, for the
meetiﬁgs of the Young Peoble's Sociéty and Tor social4

se trerln\ of &1l kinds. The record does not tell us who

the charter members were but from the minutes of the first

me  in5 we learn Lh t the followins were the f-irst trustees
elected: Hr. August Petersoﬁ, Yr. ¥a. Vogt, ¥r. Ernst KMasepohl,
all of whom have entered the church triumpbanﬁ.

Soon after the <Cong. was orcun ized a flbvrishing Sunday
School was started with about thirty children, anc¢ the
ihstruction was intruste¢ to laymen clhosen for thet nurnose,

After the church had heen hHuilt it becare evident that
many thiﬁgs were lecking to make the interior of the church
Co_plcte Thie nesgd Tor sltar trimmings, carnets an¢ other

furnisbinss was perh:ans the main resson fonstarting, several

ycars leter, a Ladies Aid, which down to the present, has besn
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g big help to the cong. in many ways. The first Ladics Aid
was organized whilé the Rev. Carl autzen wes_nestor. At the
present time the Iadies Aid society is the most active
croun within the Church.

As Arcadia grew,so also St. John's grew. In 1210, after

)
‘the oild frame church was too small, the cornerstone of the
present brick edifice was laid, during the pastorate of the
Reve C. A Otto. In 1935, we were privileged to celebrate

the 25th anniversary of the new chiureh with the former pastorsy,
the Rev. C. A. Otto, Rev. R. Lederer, Rev. Rud. Korn and

Rev. Richard %. l'ueller present-as festival soealers. The
Church was newly decorated for t his occasion by the Ladies Aid,
the work being doné by ¥r.C. A. Christianson, a professional
church-decorator from 1'i lwaukee. At the same time the members
5f tﬁe-choir purchased a new sét of lighting fixtures.

The Chunch records show that 361 persons(children anc
adults) have been cbaftized in our midst since the first
baptism on Feb. 22, 1875. .07 284 persons{children and adults)
Lave been confirmed. The first class was confirmed on Palm
Sﬁnday, 1897. 87 marriagses have been performed by St. John's
pasboré, the first being solemnized in 1826.

List of Pastors who served St. John's from 1363 - 1957:

l. Ernst Strube 1l4. Acdoloh ¥err
2. Ernst Giesel 15. E. Viestenz
3. Christian Probst 16. C. A. Otto
4, Johann 3urkhard 17. :brls. J. A. Sauner
5. Johann %eirsuch 13. C. &. Otto
6, P. Zibell ' 19. R. lLederer
" 7. Julius Backe 20, Rud. FKorn
3, Alvert Froehlke - 21, Richard ¥/, Yueller
9. Al»ert Rutzen 22. F. E. Senger
10. Eerman Gerhara 23, B, Heubauer
11. Th. Brenner 24, E. Larson
12. D. Wetzger 25. E. lenke

13. L. Frug 26, Richard L. Buege
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About twenty yeare 80 St. John's joined with St.?aul's
Luth. Ckurch of German Valley, Route 2, Whigehall, wis., At
the present the two Cong.- are served by the REv. Richard T,
Buege. St. John's rents the barscnage that they own and the
pastor lives in the home proviged by St. Paul's,

As is quite coﬁmon with many a churen ,811 Coes not. always
g0 to°smoothk\For during the Jears that are now past there
have been many bitter trigls ano'disdppojntments times when

the outlook for the future was dark ang uncertain- ang many

hearts were sag, But just like the members of g family are

drawn closer toaetber because of the joys and sorrows they
hiave shared, so slso have the members of St. John's been
drawn ever closer in the bonds of trye r"hristian fellowship
because of the various exoeriences they'have shared in the
paet 88 a cong. They face the future wﬁth a stronger faith 1
the divine wisdom and love of God our Savior than ever before
in the firm, unshakable assurance thet Ygij] things mest work
together for good, to them that love God, to them {ehS are
callea aeeording to his purpose," as Sﬁ.Paul teaches in
Romans'8:28e

At the>present time'ﬁr. Raymond Zastrow ie‘the Dresident
of the Cong.. Ee is aseisted on the Chruch Couneil by Hermen
Kube, TLewis Ereid, Fred 3erg, Emil Tbeurer,'Wélfer Fueller,

The Ladies Aid Soclety is hedded Dy Ers. Anna Glanzer,

Sbe is doing a wonderful job in her position by helping the

Church in its program of rebuilding. She is assisted by ¥rs.

Lewis Kreld, krs. Walter ¥ueller, esmt Iirs, Omerp Fugina,
and kKrs. John Hohman,
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Just a short time ago St. John's reached a time in its
history when it looked as if the Church might ceese to exist,
But the members were filled with courage and determination .

A" Rally was held and each person who belbnged to the Chwuwwch
answered the call forAmore'and better attendance at the services,
Each member promised better and”gg;ive financial sﬁpport of the
work of the.Churbh. And today at the present time it likes

very much like St. John's will‘continue for a long time to come.

The future success of the Church will depend on how well
the members will support their Church with their prayers and
gifts. If ®ach member is faithful in his obligatiogs to his
Church, 1t will continue to grow and prosper as.a Christian
Cpng. Shomld do. Sut all the members must work together as
a: Christian group and not as individuals working alone,
"This.Christian group has all the marks of a well working
Cdng. and should continue to prosper in the years which

lie ahead," says the Rev. Buege.
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y tae DBvengelical Lutheran Synod of Iowa and Othezr States (1854),

ne Evangslical Lutusran Joint Syncd of Onic and Otner States (1818).

Czrtuin [ocruer doctrinal diffz=rences were clearsd and tis Jarraer was

baged on real unity of faith, doctrine, and practics.

Trne Aimziican Latneran Conference of wrrlca tna iormer is &

wnember, vas organizad Oct. £9-81, at Central Lutneran Church, Minnea-

polis, Hinnssota, Yfor the npurpous o giving testimony te ths unity

in the fnith of tha varticipating churchn bodies." This organization
is not A mergsr into a ganeral church body, but is a federatior of
synods wiich seeX to ®co-opsrats in mattsrs of comicon int s rest oand

responsibility " The constituent synnds, all retaining individual

)

identitiss, inclade the Augustana Syned, the Norwsgian-Luthiaran Church,
tine Lutheran Free Church, the Am=rican Zuth&ran Chnreh, and the
Unitad Danigh LL;*~ran Church.

According ton the 1935~rcpért ol the Naticnal Luthsran Connecil,
tnils large conferencs has 2 membzrship of 1,501,205 parscns,

31.6% 0f ths Luthierans in America.

Pernays now tne synodical centroversy in the St. Jonn's Christ

5 welﬂ'c(:?‘duct 24 by &y,
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Giesel of thes Iowa Synod. Throughn. this man

first orsanization work began., The St. Jonn's Church was =rected

. T¢ mr
Ve

in Glencoe townshin that sams vewr. Then followed in ordsr,
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Criristian Preobs Rev. Jonn Biurknard, and Rsv. Jonn Wairaacn, =ach
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remAaining tners DUt two rears.  Rev, Welrauch was 2 s<cond Wiscan-
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Synod theological student, who gtayed thers orly six months.

thie same time As this devaloomant of t =

>

Glancos church, nome

work was started by the Rav. Strube in ths Hentana tovmehin

In tne  sar 1875 thnsse Curistians organized as » congregation under

—

. o et P s . e 316 e s S
vie direction of Rev. Giesel and b:ilt their church w
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e
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followa: Rev. Dadhke,

-

Cnrist's Church. In ratiisr guick succeas

Hev. sroélks -uid Rev. Butsen. When Rev. Hepmen Gernard came to the

'y g PO T & S e Al : P i AU U T L T TP )
Pastorsnlp of tue church in 1896, he conplated A 1ist of [our succes-
R T R i I wit e s avr from the Wiseonss Svriod Surire Wi
Slve minigtess vwWao weoe dreavn from the Wisconsin Synod. Wring nis
W & - ARV I . a2 . H O P R T 3 gy, . - -
Lime oL OlilcHs, congr: Qigunivy e sils wiltndrawal, so
= % ey oy 3 S - L 23 pany
tral as complatad only tan montins of ssrvice.
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At this time thers arese a synodical disput=. Ths living

aroind Christ Church and 8§t. John's Church, tozsther with s fav
1= in Arcadia, tsunderzd = ¢all to anlows Synod pastor, Rsv. Adolph

Werr. The minority of tha Arcadizn mambers aslkad Rev. Metzksr, a5

- - - g PR s . ! I N R S A oy e 1 =
nod man, to s=rvs themn. The remaindsr of ths A caldisa
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synodical affiliation to the Wlsc wsin Synod. Part of the conurs-

gallon fellowed, and ne s=rved trnem in thes chnurcn building in Arvcadis.

Uns-tdsfied with tols Chanss, the tadorit y The conge ioen
Gallied Heve G ¥, Hansslasmn, of the Iowa Synod, wno wes installsd in

April 19C4. He resigned in 1907. Since timit ©ime Cieres Nave been two
congrEsAations.,

The pastor wio followed Rev. Hanselmann was
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wno was called from tine Qnio Synod. Under nis
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p,q

Le locatrsd in Arc-dia.
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A onew o cnurein build ing waas provossd Lo

trie cornerstons ia,ing on Sept. 10, 1910 the first Inylisn
Wiy conducted by Prof. H.K.G. Doermann of Luther Séminary.
an ordination and instsllatim gsrvice on Fab. 2, 1913,

. Yusdekine Lmgan both nis ministry and s=rvice in Arcadia
congregation cf 61 familiss,

.

of the most imvortant steps in the nistory o

¢
Fh

tihe congraga-
currad on Fab. 17, 1929. On that date the constitution of

Tonn's Christ Lutuwrar Conarmgwtion was Aadoptad. This nulli-

‘>

tiie 1revicus co-partnership in the maintainance of tine Arcadia
churcn by the St. John's Church of Glernicoe, and tns Christ Churcn of
Montana towvnsnipl. Both of thnese congregations lost tneir indi ;daal
identity, and merged to form a singls unit. -

b o e
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Its constiturion 51
"Wie, the wmembers of St. Joun's Christ Congregation believe and
confess trat the Bible, that is, the Canonical Books of the 0ld znd

New Testaments, is ths revsalsd Word of God inspired by tne Holy

Ghost, and tne only infaliible autnority, source, rule, =nd guide,

?We.also accept the symbolical books of the Evangzelical Lutheran
Church, viz:: Thns Unalt=red Augsburg Cenfession, the Apolegy, the
Smalcald Articles, Luther's Small and Large Catechisms and the Formu-
la of Concord, ag the trus interpretation of the faith s=t forth in
the Holy Scriptuarss.

"There shall, thersfor<, ne doctrina or practice wnich is. in

cenilict with trniis our doctrinal =nd confeasion«l positicn, be toleratad

~wgerurtbly submIT T



