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More than 100 years ago
God brought a very special
' person into this world. On
November 7, 1892, God released
Walter Pankow from his private
little swimming pool, to breathe
his first breath of air, at a
: hospital in Lake Mills, WL
R . Walter Pankow is special to me,

: even though I never knew him,

SRS } _ because Walter was my grandpa.
 Address of Father (or Guardian) - == . .

Walter comes from a rich

...................

heritage of Pankow history,

o , being the grandson of Erdmann

g
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chp atiod of Fétbevr’i"":-' e 1 Pankow, the famous violin

i

RN ke e b e player and pastor of Sugar
Island, WI. Grandpa Walter was born to Michael and Sarah Pankow. Michael was the fourth
oldest of Erdmann’s 16 children. God truly blessed Walter with faithful parents, as Michael and
Sarah remained in close contact with grandpa throughout his life. Michael followed Erdmann’s

footsteps by serving as a faithful pastor for many years at Norfolk and the surrounding areas in

Nebraska, prior to Walter’s birth. He was very instrumental in the Nebraska District’s decision to



join the Wisconsin Synod. Right
after he and his wife Sarah moved
to Wisconsin to serve a
congregation in Waterloo they had
Walter. Grandpa was one of five

children. There were three

brothers, Armold, Adolph and

Oscar, and a sister named Sarah. Oscar died of tuberculosis in 1897 while attending
“Northwestern University” in Watertown. Since Walter was only five at this time, he basically
grew up with Arnold, Adolf, and Sarah. The picture above shows the family. From left to right
are Sarah’s sister, my great grandmother Sarah, Michael, Adolph, Walter, Sarah, and Arnold.

Schooling

Grandpa attended Northwestern Preparatory School and Northwestern College at

Watertown, Wisconsin. After checking with a few Black & Red publications from 1912, 1t

appeared that Walter
played football,
baseball, and
basketball. Here is a
picture ot the seniors
of the 1912 team,

which apparently won

=
CusmpiorS

~ the championship

e~
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during Walter’s senior year. After graduating from NWC, he went straight onto Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary. During his transition from NWC to the Sem, he had a rather interesting
experience. In October of 1912, he went to is\eeéra speech by Theodore Roosevelt in Milwaukee.
That happened to be the speech that Roosevelt was shot in the chest by a madman who claimed
that “McKinley’s ghost told me to shoot him.” Fortunately for Roosevelt, the bullet hit his metal
eyeglass case first, and then lodged in his muscle, never to be removed. Walter got his money’s
worth, as Roosevelt continued to finish the speech. My aunt Jane heard this story first hand from
grandpa when she was a little girl.!

In 1915 he graduated with 17 other young men, under three well known pillars of the
Wisconsin Synod; J.P. Koehler, August Pieper, and John Schaller. Two of his good friends were
Art Tacke and Carl Schweppe, who are both pictured at the upper left portion of this picture.
Most everybody I talked to said that '
Walter would always hang out with these
two and Walter “Boots” Schumann, long
after they graduated. Ben Boese, a
coworker with grandpa, said, “at synod

meetings they always were together.””

This was a very talented trio - Schweppe

ended up President at New Ulm, Tacke

was a Pastor at Zebaoth in Milwaukee, and

! Interview with Jane Landwehr over the phone. January 1995
2 Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann. January 1995
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Schumann was a professor at Northwestern right after he graduated and later on through most of
his life. Pastor Kowalke was also a very close friend of grandpa’s. In an interview with Pastor
Walter Schumann, the son of “Boots,” he told me that his dad, my grandpa, Pastor Schweppe and
Pastor Kowalke would often gather at their house. “I remember as a kid, that the four of them
would meet over at our house. They would visit over any number of topics. I was sometimes
entranced, you know 1 just loved to listen in, usually around the corner somewhere. They had so
much to share with each other.””

Dalton. Wisconsin

After graduating in 1915, Walter g(f)%t assigned to Grace Congregation in Dalton,
Wisconsin. He was ordained into the holy ministry at Waterloo by his father, Reverend Michael
Pankow, on September 5, 1915. He served this congregation for 10 years until 1925. While he
was serving there, he took this picture of Main Street in Dalton. As you can see, there weren’t
too many cars
around during this
time. So grandpa
had a different
mode of
transportation
during those days.

Leonard (Walter’s

oldest son), wrote

3 Interview with Walter Schumann in Watertown, Wisconsin. December 1994
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me, “One other thing I remember Dad talking about one time was a horse that he had during those
early years, when most travelling was done either on horseback or with a sleigh in the winter or a
“cutter”, as it was called, and a smaller buggy in summer. That particular horse he had apparently
been able to obtain rather reasonably, but the reason for the “bargain” was that it was afflicted
with what were known as the “heaves” - T guess it had something to do with breathing problems
or spasms of some kind. Anyway, he said it was really a fine horse otherwise, and he knew what
to do with it. It sounded like it was a pretty strong-willed animal, and could really get up and go
when you needed it.”*

During his pastorate in Dalton, he was instrumental in founding Trinity Lutheran
Congregation at Friesland. Tt was also during this time that Walter went through quite a
depressing period in his life. My uncle Leonard told me that grandpa’s first wife, Alvina (nee
Ebert), died in childbirth, along with the unborn child. Leonard said that he didn’t know anything
about this, until looking through a family history book at his cousin Paul’s. When he asked Paul
about it, he explained the whole situation to Leonard. Since grandpa never even told his own son
about this, I imagine that it was a very hard thing for him to talk about, which is understandable.
During this time, Walter’s father and mother came and lived with him for a time, to help console
Walter and keep him company.’

Walter also took this time to raise his nephew Jene. Jene’s father Arnold died while Jene
was young, which also upset grandpa quite a bit. This was partly due to Jene’s mother. She was

a Christian Scientist, and apparently a little bit on the odd side. It appears that Arnold was kicked

* Personal letter from Leonard Pankow, sent in February 1995

5 Ibid.



out of the house by his wife while he had a cold. This ended up having a terrible effect on his

health. A little later on, Arnold called Walter while he was living in a hotel, and Walter arrived to

see him just before he died in the hotel. Walter and his parents ended up raising Jene until he was

confirmed. When Jene’s mother remarried and Walter took the call to New London, his mother

took Jene back. Jene is still alive today in California, and according to my aunt Jane, he regarded

Walter, Michael, and Sarah as the people who really raised him.®

Markesan, Wisconsin

In 1925, Pastor Pankow left this parish to serve St.

John’s Congregation in Markesan, Wisconsin. This is
where he met his second wife, Mildred nee Yerke.
Mildred, who is my grandma, was about 15 years younger
than Walter at the time she married him, and I would
imagine she stayed that much younger than he throughout
their marriage. They didn’t actually get married until
1930, a year after Walter took the call to Emanuel
Lutheran in New London. After he took the call to New
London, Walter would often give his oldest son Leonard
and LeRoy Dobberstein a ride to Markesan, where they
would stay with “Grandma Yerke,” as Walter would call
her. From there they would then get a ride to school at

Northwestern Prep. This continued until 1948, where

® Interview with Leonard Pankow on plione in January 1995
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YERKE-PANKOW

A pretty wedding occured at the
Charles Yerke home, Saturday after-
noon at four o’clock, June 21, 1930,
when Miss Mildred Yerke, daunghter
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yerke of
this village, and Rev. Walter I
Pankow, son of Rev., and Mrs. . M.
Pankow of New London, were united
in marrviage.

Miss Victoria Laesch, of Oshkosh,
acted as bridesmaid, and Fred Wendt-
land, also of Oshkosh, appeared as
best man. Miss Blvira Luedtke play-
ad the wedding march.

The bride wore a veil and a beauti-
ful gown of white satin and carried
a  bouquet of roses. The bridesmaid
was attired in lavendar organdie and
also carried roses.

The Rev. Geovpe Kobs, pastor of
the St. Johns Lutheran church, per-
formed the cercmoﬁy, after which a
wedding  dinmer  was scerved to rela-
tives and immediate friends,

The happy couple left on a short
trip to the northern part of the state.

They will be at home at New Lon-
don, Wisconsin, where Rev. Pankow
is pastor of the Emanual Lutheran,
church.




Walter wrote in his daily diary that Grandma Yerke got sick, and eventually died on September 1.
Grandpa mentioned in his diary that it cost twenty-five dollars for the grave digger, which 1
thought was rather interesting,.’

New London, Wisconsin - the Farly Years

On December 12, 1929, Walter was installed at Emanuel by Pastor Spiering, who had
retired six months earlier after serving Emanuel for approximately 36 years. Just four months
earlier, Ben Boese, a graduate of DMLC, was installed as principal, teacher of grades seven and
eight, organist and director of the choir. Throughout grandpa’s thirty five years of service, Ben
was a close friend and neighbor of grandpa. I was able to interview Ben, and he gave me quite a
bit of information on grandpa’s first few years at New London.

“(Michael’s parents) lived with him for that first year when he
wasn’t married. When Reverend Walter got married that next
summer, then his folks moved into that second house down there
(right down the road from the parsonage). They lived there until
she died, and then he lived with Reverend Pankow. Now there’s
some interesting stories, because Grandpa Pankow, the old one,
(referring to Michael), he finally became very feeble minded and
wandered around, and they couldn’t find him half the time. There
were many a time when he came back, instead of wandering into
the parsonage, he’d come over to our place. Reverend Walter had
to come get him, but he insisted he belonged there! That went back
and forth for maybe about two years, and then finally he passed
away, but it was an interesting time.””

Ben had many positive things to say about grandpa. “He was a wonderful person to work
with. In fact, I credit him with keeping me in the teaching profession during those first years. I

was very young . . . not even 20 . . . not even dry behind the ears so to speak. I wasn’t able to

" Taken from a 1948 daily diary, written by Walter Pankow

8 Recorded in joint interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann in New London, WI. January 1995
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handle the problems that arose at school, but he was the one that always gave me information that

I needed, and encouraged me to stick to it.”® During that time Ben had to manage a four-

classroom school with about 160 students, so I could see why he may have needed some

encouragement. For fun, they would occasionally play tennis together down by the Knappstein

Brewery before New London built the city courts. Overall, Ben said that grandpa was a lot of fun

to be with.

It was also in his earlier years at New London, that the
Lord brought Walter another hardship. Shortly after grandma
and grandpa got married, sheﬁxzfsvv‘;regnant and had a healthy
baby girl in 1931. They named her Ruthie. However, just
shortly before Christmas, Ruthie started teething. Since they
didn’t know what kind of medicine to use back then, Ruthie
had convulsions, a fever, and then she died at only 8 months

old. This was once again a very sad period of time for both

grandma and grandpa. “They just loved that little Ruth,”"

CONDUICT SERVICES
FOR PANKOW BABY

FFuneral services for Ruth Jane,
eight months old daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. W. E. Pankow, whose
death occurred Saturday morn-
ing at 9:15 following a two days
illness, werc held Tuesday after-
noon at two o'cloclk from IZmanuel
Lutheran church. Rev. Richard
Ziesemer of Mt, Olive Lutheran
church of Appleton officiated "and
four boys of the seventh and
cighth pgrades of the parochial
school acted as bearers. Interment
was in Floral Hill cemetery. o

The-child was born in New Lion-
don May 1, 1931 and had up to the
time of her fatal illness :been in
exeellent (health.  She was taken
ill the night of Wednesday and on
Friday was taken to Memorial hos-
pital.  All effort to save her life
proved futile. She is survived. by
her parents and grandparents.

Jane (their youngest daughter) said. Leonard felt that the Lord used these tragedies in grandpa’s

life to train him to have compassion on the hurting. “He was a good bedside pastor,”!! Leonard

remarked. Although grandma never mentioned anything of Ruthie to me, the thought of Ruthie

never left her mind. More than 50 years later, grandma gave my sister Laura advice about her

? Tbid.
19 Interview over the phone with Jane Landwehr, January 1995
" Interview over the phone with Leonard Pankow, January 1995
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first child. She told Laura, “don’t love her too much, or God may take her from you.” It seems
that grandma must have felt that God was rebuking her for loving Ruthie too much. Grandpa also
wrote a poem about Ruthie to express his feelings over his great loss of their first daughter, which
my brother Roger still has today.

The Great Depression of the thirties also brought some rather exciting times for both
grandma and grandpa. Jane recalled grandma telling her a story about life in the parsonage during
these times. The mobsters apparently had quite a hold in New London. As a matter of fact, right
kiddy corner from the parsonage they had a parking garage for the trucks that hauled liquor.

Once in while there would be gunfire and the like between different gangsters. The action got so
heated one night, that a truck drove across the parsonage lawn and hit the corner of the
parsonage. His own member would repair the gangsters’ trucks in his garage. Walter didn’t
know this at first. Every time he would take his car in the shop to be fixed, everybody would be
quiet and look at him. Finally, when he asked another member about this, he was informed of the
situation. The gang members apparently didn’t want Walter to hear anything that he shouldn’t be
hearing.

The police chief at that time, a man by the name of Macklin, was cracking down on the
gangsters. Since the gangsters didn’t like this, a member of the gang came over to grandpa’s
house and told him to tell the people not to vote for Macklin from the pulpit. Grandma told Jane
that this infuriated grandpa so much that he almost threw the man out on his ear. It was probably

a good thing that he didn’t."

12 . .
Interview with Jane Landwehr.



Grandpa’s Routine at Emanuel, New London

During grandpa’s ministry he had a routine which he stuck to pretty faithfully. He would
wake up at five o’clock in the morning, and eat breakfast. Yet this was a different version of
breakfast than what we are accustomed to. He didn’t open a box of Lucky Charms, as I usually
do every morning at the Seminary. He would make his own cereal. First of all, he would have to
get his wheat from the mill. Then every morning he would g(rgdgéj the wheat in a coffee grinder,
cook it up on an old wood stove, and eat it with cream or milk. By the time the kids would get
up, he was already in his study for several hours. It was during this time that he did most of his
sermon studies and writing. Jane said, “whenever I would walk in on him, I would invariably find
him on his knees in prayer.”* His study was always considered a very private place where he
would do personal studies, and also give adult instruction along with other things. His assistant
pastor, Frederick Heidemann, also remarked about what grandpa would do during these morning
hours - “All during his life, every morning, he would spend some time . . . I don’t care if it was 10
minutes, or 15, or a half an hour . . . once he would take his Greek, and then he would take the
Hebrew. Then he would go back through the Greek book, and then he’d take some Hebrew.
He’d make notes. He was consistently studying. He always had his notebook, always writing.”**

Grandpa left a number of yearbooks behind, which kept a daily journal of where he went
and whom he visited. The six that I was able to look through contained grandpa’s daily events

throughout the 40's. From these daily events, I was able to sketch out a somewhat regular

schedule which he followed. This wasn’t held adamantly, but he did generally follow the

3 . .
B Interview with Jane Landwehr
4 Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann
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following schedule -

5:00 - 8:00AM - Breakfast, prayer, and private study time
8:00 - 10:.00AM - Confirmation instruction (during school)
10:00 - 12:00AM - Community Hospital
12:00 - 4:00PM - Lunch ,shut ins, and private instructions
4:00 - 5:00PM - Borchardt Hospital
5:00 -10:00PM - Dinner and meetings"

General Duties at Emanuel

He would split duties with the assistant pastor whom he was working with at the time.

Over approximately 13 years, from 1933 to 1946, grandpa got to work with five different
associate pastors. One of those men was an old teacher of mine, Gerhard Franzmann, who ended
up serving as professor at Northwestern College for many years. In 1946, Emanuel then called a
fresh recruit from the Seminary, Pastor Frederick Heidemann. In my interview with Pastor
Heidemann, he had many good things to say about grandpa. “I had an advantage over every one
of my classmates, and everybody else that ever came out of Sem. I got a second crack at an
education. I had a much better practical theology course from your grandpa than I had the three
years of sem, because it was right down there in every day down to earth experiences.”'® He
ended up serving with grandpa for the rest of grandpa’s life. I was very fortunate to be able to
talk with Pastor Heidemann, who gave me some good insights into many aspects of grandpa’s
ministry. He informed me as to how they split up their duties in a more detailed manner.

“The assistant pastor always taught school. See he (pointing at Ben

Boese) had the 7th and 8th grade, and we had the 5th and 6th

grade. The assistant also had Sunday School teacher’s meeting,
and Young People’s, so that you couldn’t carry the full load,

15 Daily diaries in the 1940's written by Walter Pankow
16 Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann
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because of the school work you were doing. Five and a half years
later, as grandpa was getting older, they decided that I would no
longer be teaching. They called teachers then after that.”"’

So up to about 1951, grandpa had to do practically all of the hospital calls. He had a very unique
way of doing his hospital calls. Ben Boese recalled, “Reverend Pankow was very visible because
instead of driving his car up and down the streets he would walk. If he’d see people on the street,
he’d stop and talk whether they were our members or not. But I mean that’s where he went
visiting the people, that’s how he got his exercise like that.”*® Pastor Heidemann then added,
“you see, the hospital was six blocks away. He would always walk to the hospital. That way,
you know, if he did this Monday morning, the ladies would be out there with their wash, he’d be
talking. The kids would be playing in the street, the old people were out, he’d always be talking
to them.”"’

Once grandpa got to the hospital, he then had at least 10 visits he would make as a
minimum. Leonard made mention of his even going into Sanitariums, which were clean places
where people with contagious diseases like tuberculosis would stay. More than once he would be
late for dinner, so “mom would get upset because she had to reheat dinner.”*” Whether he was at
the hospital or not, he was always visiting people. Usually I counted between 20 and 30 visits a

day. Pastor Heidemann said, “he was a great guy for hospital calls. The hospital in town here

used to have the whole list of all the people that were in the hospital, and then they would put (the

" Tbid.
" Tbid.
¥ Ibid.
2 Tnterview with Leonard Pankow
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church you
belonged to)
in back of
your name.
But with the
people that
were
unchurched,
there was
nothing back
there, that
was fair
game. That’s
the way he
taught me to
work. He
would look
those up.
You’d visit
them at the
hospital, talk

about
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instructions, and invite them to come to church.”” Many times when I would look through his
yearbooks, he would write down his unchurched calls like, “3 men, 2 women, diabetic boy,” etc.
{) me l/.«r{;“{ ) i

The sheet on the following page is an example of his typical day’s work in 1946. Walter’s heart
always went out to those who had no church home. “Between the two of us, we always had an
objective - 25 a semester, so that would be 50 people a year that we would look for and instruct.
Now maybe they didn’t choose to be confirmed afterwards, but that was our goal,” said Pastor
Heidemann. Whether somebody would move in next door to a member, marry a member, or be in

the hospital, they would use these opportunities to spread the gospel.

Mission Work

“You know this whole spirit of the unchurched in the hospitals and things like that, that
shows his enthusiasm for the missions that he had too,”* said Pastor Heidemann. The Synod
must have seen his enthusiasm for mission work, since they chose him to be the chairman of the
Northern District Board of Missions from 1946 to 1958. He also served on the General Mission
Board of the Synod from 1953 to 1958. Afterwards, he remained a member of the Northern
Wisconsin Mission Board from 1959 up to his death in 1964. My father Glen, who is the second
oldest of the children, remembers going along with grandpa “all over the place” to visit people. “I
occasionally would ride along with him to wherever he happened to be going for these mission
calls, and some of them just stick in my mind after 40 - 50 years. Just sitting in the car waiting for
him to come out of the (Waupun) prison, where he went on occasion to speak with those in jail

for who knows what. The time that we went somewhere out in the boondocks so he could visit

2! Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann
2 Ibid.
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with an Indian Chief, who he called “‘Umpatooth.” T don’t know if he was pulling my leg or if that

was really the chief’s name, but sitting out in the car seems very vivid to me yet.””

Leonard also went on quite a few trips out to the “boondocks” with grandpa. In July of
1946 Walter documented the trip that he and Leonard took to visit many of the mission churches
in Northern Wisconsin, Upper Michigan, and Canada. As they checked up on the progress of
mission churches along the way, this trip took them as far north as Sault Ste. Marie, back down to

St. Ignace, and then west to Iron River and Crystal Falls. Leonard remembered going up to visit
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so they had to sleep in the back of a 1937
Olds. There was a wood frame in the back

of the car, with an old feather mattress on it.

All they had to cover up with was an old

cotton Indian blanket and a rain coat.

? Personal letter from Glen Pankow in J anuary 1995
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Grandpa wrote that it was “too cold and uncomfortable to sleep well.” The only good thing
about the night was that they were parked at a trailer park overlooking the locks, where the ships
would come through. To make matters worse, when they got up for church the next morning,
there was nobody at the church service either. The pastor must have been on vacation, so
grandpa was a little bit steamed.** However, the trip did have some highpoints and fun times as
they got to see the Ford factory, a mining shaft, the Thompson State Fishing Hatchery, and a
number of other places. They also got to climb the highest fire tower in Wisconsin right by

Laona. “The man was glad we climbed up to visit with him,”*

grandpa wrote. I suppose
watching for fire isn’t the most thrilling job in the world.

It was during the years when he was chairman of the Northern Wisconsin Board of
Missions that the split between WELS and the Missouri Synod became a prominent matter to deal
with. Pastor Scharf, a co-worker with Walter on the District Mission Board, remarked- “when
sometimes there woulci :i quarrel or some trouble in a mission congregation, they would look to
the Mission Board for guidance. It usually happened that your grandpa would get in touch with
me, and we’d go together, tend the meetings, help conduct them, and go back to the Mission
Board and talk the whole thing over with them. That’s where I got to know your grandad, a
marvelous man, very able. He was like another Abraham Lincoln. He wouldn’t lose his cool, he
wouldn’t give in to any wrong decisions, but he offered enough advice very calmly. He would

come up with such good solutions. You couldn’t get angry with him. I don’t think I ever had the

pleasure of working in a relationship like that, where the problems we had to solve were so crucial

24 Interview with Leonard Pankow in January 1995
23 Personal Diary of 1946, written by Walter Pankow
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for the welfare of the kingdom, that I never felt the need of differing with him, or arguing with
him. It seemed our thinking usually met such a mutual agreement in matters of the church.”*
Pastor Schumann served a congregation in the Northern Wisconsin District at Eagle River
during those years. He remarked, “Those were troubled years. You really have to know
something of what was going on to really appreciate some of the problems that men like your
grandfather had (to deal with). The Missouri Synod started a number of missions particularly in
the Northern Wisconsin District which were competitive in nature. They started a rival
congregation in Three Lakes, which is ten miles outside of Eagle River, when I was there. This
Missouri man in Three Lakes canvassed my congregation in Eagle River. He got hold of a
membership list and called on every member in the congregation, and tried to get them to leave
the church and join his mission in Three Lakes. That’s what we were up against. For that reason
I think the Northern Wisconsin District in view of its experiences, was ready to sever fellowship
with the LCMS probably a couple of years ahead of the rest of our synod, because of what we
had gone through. All of these things were headaches for men in responsible positions like your
grandfather.”?” Walter ended up being the one who read the resolution at the Synod Convention

that Wisconsin wanted to split with the Missouri Synod.

District President

Walter also served as the president of the Northern Wisconsin District from 1937 to 1942.
Inasmuch as he had to deal with problems as a Mission Board Chairman between the Missouri

and Wisconsin Synod, he also had to deal with problems as District President in the Protestant

* Interview with Erwin Scarf in Watertown, Wi. January 1995

2 . .
7 Interview with Walter Schumann
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Controversy. In order for you to understand the nature of this problem which I am going to
document, I will briefly explain what happened. Edward Fredrich describes the situation in his

book called The Wisconsin Synod Lutherans. He writes, “At Watertown’s Northwestern College

in the midst of a spring snowstorm during the weekend of March 28-30, 1924, wholesale thieving
on the part of some two dozen students was uncovered. On the following Monday a special
faculty meeting, held in place of the scheduled classes, put the culprits into three equally divided
groups, expelling one group, suspending another, and campusing the third who seemed to be least
guilty. The college board, after extensive meetings with and without the faculty, determined to
set aside this disciplinary action of the faculty. The main rationale of the board was that a dead
letter school statute vested expulsion power in the board.””® As a result, a synod-wide dispute
occurred. This dispute ended up drawing a pair of pietistic teachers from Fort Atkinson onto the
side of the Protestants. Along with the Northwestern problem, seventeen pastors entered a
written protest in the Western Wisconsin District. They added “a bigger problem” that needed
airing. This formal “protest” is what gave the movement and the group it’s identification. This

ofg%éff b oo
“bigger problem,” was written in a paper by Pastor William Beitz, who basically felt that the

1@3 B ['.541.(_’
Synod was not “living by faith.” The pietistic nature of the paper ended up drawing a sizable
amount of disgruntled WELS members together. Included in this group was Karl Koehler, a

professor at NWC. He was the son of J.P. Koehler, the president of Wisconsin Lutheran

Seminary, who also joined the movement, along with a fair amount of other pastors and parishioners.

8 Fredrich, Edward, The Wisconsin Synod Lutherans, (Northwestern Publishing House), p. 156
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Walter had to deal with Pastor Mielke trom the Shiocton congregation, not to mention
several other pastors trom Manitowoc and Weyawega, who were comniuning and traternizing

with the Protestant group which was no longer in fellowship with the WELS. Pastor Mielke was

, 1937

a good triend of grandpa’s at one time,

THE SEMINAR CONTINUES

‘PANKOW NEEDS A SCHULMEISTER

S WRITER is no theologian. e is, or rather was, only
g ‘‘kommuner Schulmeister’’ who received his edueation
he eatly days of Synod’s attempt at educating feachers
an that edn.cation barely deserved the name of an attempt.
gis education is so meager that it is altogether presump-
g on bis part to write in this matter. " Moreover, he by
re-shrinks from all strife — which is not at all as enviable
‘as some may think— and therefors neglected, though
the best of opportunities, to attend meetings where
Bynod  controversy was being thresbed. out and thus to
m himself properly, But from the sidelines be has ob-
d and read and thought about the matter some. So per-
n to add his mite.

which made dealing with this controversy
all the more difficult. Pastor Heidemann

commented on this situation - “A man

who had been a good friend of your
grandfather, and the families would
exchange visits . . . this guy went o ,

Faith-Life - April 1937

/ ) . . . . ‘
overboard on the Protestants. His name was Mielke. The friendship terminated right there. He

(referring to Mielke) terminated the friendship, not grandpa, because grandpa was the type who

e

ﬁfhp Ingine of the @

would have gone out of his way to

compromise or have peace.”” I have

Gcjeslid) Wefew nnter nus”
Pankow at Shiocton September 1. 193
By Louis E. MIELKE

“« ANRKOW: It is a mistake to bring the ma
P the congregation. Tt is all new to you. A

now would only he personalities. If one is x|

fied with Synod, let him get out . .. I am busy with"

the sick, etc, and did not attend all the meetings’’:

all of paragraphs 1 and 2, p, 15b, May issue).

included in Addendum One, the letter that
grandpa wrote to the Shiocton

congregation, which describes the

controversy to them more in-depth.*

Faith-Life - May 1936 Addendum Two®' is one of Mielke’s many

2 Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann
3 Faith-Life - The Inside of the Cup - With Sincerity and Truth? March 1937. Vol X, No. 3
3 Mielke, Louis. Pankow Doesn’t Get Such Good Marks in Our Seminar. Faith-Life - April 1937.
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responses to grandpa’s visits. These articles
were all written in Faith-Lite, which was a
publication written by disgruntled
Protestants. I wasn’t sure I wanted to read
the vicious attacks which Mielke and

others made against grandpa. Yet after I
read them, it gave me an even greater

e i uwg l’/‘(.t- !
impression of what an evangelistic man

o degelitic
he was. In dealing with a pietistic, law
motivated group, Walter continued to be a
humble and gentle man. I have underlined

in Addendum Two how Mielke more or

less pokes fun of grandpa for being filled

PANKOW’S GREATEST OFFENSE
e Bg/ Loms E: MIELKE- ’

"THE. DAY OF JUDGMENT

PON READING the statement. of Praeses Walter E, Pan-
“kow ‘to ‘the Shiocton Céngregation, the question literally
flow into my face: Where in this whole wide world of sin and
strife does Prases Pankow live? Where has the Wisconsin
Synod kept this precious Praeses burjed as a living mortal
under the immense debris of _its- falsified reports, untenable
‘gutachtens, slanderons antworts, and incomplete B. v. D.’s$
From whence has he so suddenly emerged to be a total strang-
er in Jerusalem, who does not know the things which are
come to pass there in these ten years and moref Mussolini’s
conquest of Kthiopia in the heart of Africa has thus far
failed to bring a New London to light in that dark continent,
even tho we know that the Wisconsin Synod has an outpost
gomewhere on that .continent to set tho benighted heathen

free. But who, who will tell us whero we may find N,
don, so that we may set this benighted Christian freg,
as honest. sineere Praeses Pankow. Where, o wherg
Laondon, so that this pracses may be reached and initiy,
the truo state of affairs in his own dear chureh, lest Jn
Day come upon him unawares!
But the appalling thing is that Praeses Pankow ap
doesn’t worry about the impending Day of Judgment
wisa he could not and would not rest day or night in ¢
of the erime which he committed in Shiocton. When ap
of the church, such as Praeses Pankow, in unpardona}
norance and in total disregard of the Sa.vmr 8 Warning
of Synod’s own history, dares fo lay unwashed hap
the sacred relationship which has been created by t
Spirit between a Christian copgregation and its p
thus to perpetuate Synod’s sin, then that official ‘ceajs
be amusing, for he does despite unto the Spirit of .
This, Pracses Pankow, you have upon your conscienc
alihi will absolve you before Him, whose eyes are as
of fire. M. A Zmvmey

Faith-Life - April 1937

RAESES PANKOW’S naive hope that the ‘informa-
‘tion’ he-offered in his Statement might “have made
_the matter clear;”. soon revealed itself as a forlorn

one. .

“As far-as.I.was able to ascertain, the only definite,

with sorrow over the whole situation.

t:ihglblé thing.which my opponents, who sought his guid-
ance, brought- out of the meeting was a comparison be-

tween Pankow and. myself, which comparison was decid-
Pankow they observed acted
It was
clear that -he was diligent to avoid all trouble, and seek
But Mielke’'s behavior was the opposite of
He was more like a cross between a bobcat, and
In a conversation

‘edly to.my disadvantage.
like a gentleman, quief, reserved, and refined.

after peace.
all this.
sundry other obnoxious varmints.

Mielke on the other hand called Walter
“stupid” and “blind.” Instead of dealing

with how he (Mielke) had caused confusion

with a member I was accused of being a hothead, .of
harshly- attacking, criticizing, and condemning people.

Well, I maintained then, and do so now, that the definite

among his own people, he was angry that

instances in question called for vehement condemnation

and rebuke.

nobility, I must keep silence and agree.

Faith-Life - April 1937

d Yet I agreed then, and do so now, that if I
‘am -charged with a lack of patience, love, kindness, and

Walter couldn’t seem to explain the

situation to his parishioners. Instead of
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dealing with how the Protestants were legalistically judging the whole Wisconsin Synod, the
articles he and others wrote continually dealt with the side issue of how grandpa dealt with the
issue. Addendum Two also shows how Mielke made a big issue out of the fact that grandpa lost
his keys for a short time after his visit with him. Ben Boese remarked on that visit, “I had to go
with Pastor Pankow one time to see Mielke. I had to be witness to what was being said. He just
wanted a third party. It so happened that when Reverend Pankow was finished he couldn’t find
his car keys. Accidentally he had left them hanging in the car somewhere. We found them
afterwards, but Mielke made a big story out of that in Faith-Life, about the fact that he lost his
‘Keys’.”® This whole situation just tore grandpa apart inside. Even though this was before
Pastor Heidemann’s time, he recalled grandpa mentioning some things about it - “I was not
involved in that, but he would talk about that. He was Aurt by that particular movement - very
very hurt. The congregation asked that he not be elected president again, because this (Protestant
debate) was draining him.” Pastor Mielke finally ended up taking the congregation apart from the
WELS. Not all were lost, however. A good amount of people from the Shiocton congregation
joined Emanuel after the controversy. Pastor Heidemann further commented, “the Protestant
Controversy got settled and was out of the way. Although . . . that guy continued to serve that
church in Shiocton, and it was always like a little thorn for grandpa. Because it was a constant
remindef. The guy that had been his friend, and didn’t want to be his friend anymore . . . that
always kind of ground on him.”™** So as you can see, grandpa’s days as District President were

very troublesome and sorrowful times for him. As a result of this, the congregation’s request to

32 . . . .
Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann

3 Ihid.
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not have him reelected as president was granted.

New London - The Later Years

After this, grandpa continued his work as a faithful parish pastor. He was the kind of
pastor who didn’t mind getting his hands dirty. He gave Pastor Heidemann the advice, “don’t
ever ask anybody to do anything that you wouldn’t be willing to do yourself.”* He tried to live
by this motto, as he continually carried out the duties of the ministry. In 1947 alone, he had
twenty-four funerals, fifty-three baptisms, and twenty-nine weddings. Pastor Heidemann
estimated that he would have up to 50 to 60 adult confirmands a year. “We had industries that
drew people into town and as a result we constantly had people that were there for transfers into
the congregation, and also the adult confirmation,”™® It is kind of interesting to note that fourteen
of the weddings and twenty-five of the baptisms of 1947 were performed in the parsonage.

Along with these, he also had to keep up with writing sermons, Bible classes, and the like.
Pastor Dobberstein, a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, remembered that his sermons
were always interesting and he would always listen intently.”® Pastor Heidemann also said that
“his sermons were gospel, and law . . . I mean he could preach the law too. But they were not
over people’s heads, they were down at the heart. He was a good practical preacher. I can
remember he was in the ministry forty years, and one Sunday morning we sat in the sacristy

before church and he said, ‘you know I’d rather go through that door (to the outside), than that

3* Ibid.

* Ibid.
3 Interview with Leroy Dobberstein, February 1995
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door (to the pulpit)’. Forty years in the ministry and he’d still get butterflies.”"” He would always
write his sermons out ahead of time in very small print in leather-bound notebooks. He had 12 of
these which were handed down to my uncle Leonard. All of them were numbered and referenced
by Grandma after Grandpa’s death. There are examples of these in Addendums Three and Four.*
There you will see on pages fifty-six and fifty-seven that grandpa wrote in both German and
English. This was typical, especially way back in 1927 when these were written.

New London continued with a 9:30 A.M. German service and a 10:30 English service
until 1947, when both turned to English. The change to English may have been under quite a bit
of pressure however. My father told me that people would pester grandpa quite a bit for
preaching in German. It was thought of as “unpatriotic” to preach in German, with the World
War II anti-German campaigns going on. It just so happened that there were German P.O.W.’s in
the surrounding farms around New London. The government would put German P.O.W.’s to
work on the local farms. Therefore his congregational members would bring them to church, and
grandpa would preach to them and teach them in German. Even if people weren’t Lutheran,
grandpa would often get called on to help them deal with problems, since he could speak German
so well and interpret things for them. He would also naturally use these occasions to witness to
them in German as well. On account of his communicating with the German speaking
community, some of the people who opposed the German language would occasionally throw
rocks through the parsonage windows with nasty messages written on them. Once in a while they

would find rocks which bounced off the house on the front lawn as well. In addition to this, some

37 Interview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann
38 Taken from leather bouad notes written by Walter Pankow, throughout his ministry
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people would do “number two” on their front porch, to show their disapproval of his German
skills. So even though many of the people may have still enjoyed the German services, these
“anti-German” messages may have contributed to the cessation of the German services.

In addition to being a German linguist, grandpa also had “special cases” which he had to
devote quite a bit of time to. One such special case was Willie Kofnotke, who was a bit mentally
challenged. Willie was a faithful church member, who would always sit in the front row of church
and sing along as best he could, even if he couldn’t read the words. Willie gave grandpa special
custody of his extra glass eye, which Walter kept in a box for him. Whenever Willie’s eye would
need cleaning or polishing, grandpa would give him his spare. It just so happened that Willie
came by one time while grandpa wasn’t around, to get his spare eye. Since grandpa wasn’t
around, he told grandma his situation. Then to
grandma’s dismay, he pulled his fake eye right out in
front of her, which startled her to say the least. This
story may seem insignificant, yet it helps open up the
fact that for everything that grandpa went through,
grandma was right by his side.

Family Life

Grandpa would not have been able to perform
all of his duties and do all of these things if God had
not given him Mildred, his wonderful wife. Grandma

realized the importance of her husband’s call. It would

be a crime not to mention how much grandma helped
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grandpa in his ministry. With a big grin on his face, Pastor Schumann laughed about how much
grandpa relied on grandma -“T can add this . . . on a personal level, when it came to some every
day practical things, he was kind of helpless. He was very much dependant on your grandmother.
When he had to go to a meeting, a Synod Convention, or anything, she was the one who got him
organized. One year the story went around that somehow your grandmother was not able to take
care of him, and I guess he was left to his own devices when it came to packing things up. He
came to the Synod Convention and he had to borrow a pair of socks from Kowalke, and I don’t
know whether it was a shirt or not, but he didn’t have much in his suitcase. His interests were on
a different plane.”™ Grandma was willing to put all church duties and everything else aside to
help grandpa and her children. As Pastor Heidemann told me, it was God first, grandpa second,
and the children third. God truly blessed Walter by giving him such a faithful wife.

God also blessed Walter and Mildred with five children - Leonard, Glen, Carol, Jane, and
John. With all of the duties that he had, Walter still tried to find time for the family. This time
was very limited, however. The story is told of how grandpa came home from synod meetings
one time, and my aunt Carol started crying because she didn’t know who “the stranger” was in
the house. Unfortunately he may not have been around as much as the kids may have liked. Yet
his diaries did mention quite a few things that he did with the children. During the summers he
would take the kids swimming at Bear Lake and Shadow Lake in Waupaca. Jane mentioned that
this would occasionally include the whole neighborhood. He also took the Glen and Leonard
fishing and golfing once in a while. In the 1940's it seemed like Leonard spent the most time with

grandpa, as I looked through his diaries. His main festivities with Jane and Carol would be hiking.

3 nterview with Walter Schumann.
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Since grandpa loved nature, he would go on long walks with grandma and the girls on Sunday
afternoons. Grandpa would tell the girls, “today we’ll pretend we’re Daniel Boone,” as they
traveled a ridge that goes outside of Riedfield.*

Two weeks out of the year, grandpa would get a vacation. On the one week he would do
mission work, and on the other week he would usually go up to Mount Morris with the family.
Pastor Scharf remarked about one vacation that he spent with Walter-“One Sunday he preached
for me, while he was at a cottage up there, and then we planned to go swimming that aftérnoon.
We had lunch at our place, and then we were going to get into our swimming trunks as much as
we could, and then go out to the lake and swim. He went upstairs to get dressed for the
swimming. When he came down, he had the swimming suit on, but he had a long black raincoat
that he wore. I still remember my children, who were very small at that time, they couldn’t help

laughing at him, and he enjoyed it.”*'

Walter’s kids would also go swimming up there, which
provided grandpa with quite a bit of excitement. It was inevitable that every year they went to the
cottage, Jane would accidentally fall in the lake. One time when Carol was supposed to be
watching Jane, she went running down the hill and fell right off the dock. So Walter had to go
diving in after her, while he was wearing his only dress suit that he had up there, with long
underwear underneath. Needless to say he was not too happy With Carol, but Carol was just

t42

happy that she wasn’t the one who had to get wet.*” Even in spite of these incidents, this one

week of the year really seemed like a memorable event for the whole family.

40 . .
Interview with Walter Schumann
41 . P
Interview with Erwin Scharf.
42 . - .
Interview with Carol Dietsche
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The Closing Years

Card of’ Thanks

Grandpa continued carrying out his duties of pastor and

1 ;:(;)‘lllcc:‘?rl; ,L,l;rsmfut,ll?ssm;*;% fuati ~ father until the very end of his life. Throughout his life, Walter

would atways joke that he was buried in Norfolk, Nebraska. He

press ol du_pcst gratith .
ors their undeservéd s kindfes s,
especiallyat tlic rime; 0f7otir loss:

| We  pray - especiallyizthat the f . . . .
Y 'Word of God w%uh our dear hus- | infancy. This son was also named Walter, and he was buried in

_band and\f’lthu 'proc]zumcd -to'so.

and.continuing: fruitin,| Norfolk while Michael was Pastor there. After a bit of research
 lives, oft tho i

was actually referring to his parents’ second child who died in

and actual digging, I was able to find the “original Walter,” while
I was serving as Vicar in Norfolk. Here is a picture of the
tombstone, which had to be dug out from underneath the grass.
In the fall of 1963 grandpa got sick

and had abdominal surgery in

by he belovcd ap05- |
tle, PauL who says: . Yejare our’

‘epistle” writtenin- “Olr:;]
known and .read - of{ all’men;; ;"
‘written:not.; with=ink;: .but with -
the- Splnt of the h\fmg God ot

October, where z%’ large portion of his
stomach was removed. That was

~when they discovered that he had

?.i “)'—\', -and - was:-thank ful; S"We cancer. “They didn’t tell him that he
are, that'the Loxd- had chosento
“use . him? a§#His': instrumient to .|
. make known:His saving; ‘graces;
1= "Blessed aré the dead .which dle:
“in'the Lord' from henceforth: Yea1 . .
- Enh .the Spirit,. that they :ihay ©| told Mildred either.”, Pastor

had cancer, and I don’t think they

est ﬁ'om‘theu leors'f

Heidemann remarked. “It was supposed to stay a secret between

the doctor . .. and me. He suspected (he had cancer). After all,

he visited so many sick people that that man knew exactly what

Néw London Paper, 1964

he had. See, afterwards, he got sick again . .. and he could see
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how he was getting thinner. The aroma of cancer was there.”” He toughed it through for a
while. During the Christmas holidays he was able to come back and help, preaching once in a
while. After another surgery in February, he preached the first Wednesday in Lent at New
London, but the next week in Hortonville he had to shorten his service because he just didn’t feel
good. The next day he went back into the hospital. He was able to come home until two days
before his death. Even in his last days, grandpa used every opportunity to reflect his faith. When
people would come to cheer him up, they would end up getting cheered up by him instead.** So it
went for about six months, while grandpa lay in bed, sick at home. Finally, on July fourth of

1964, the Lord granted him his independence at the age of 71.

3 . . . .
® Tnterview with Ben Boese and Frederick Heidemann.

* Ibid.
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~ burdy ben Glauben Habex,

f-jdibtver ‘unfern @eift Beuguis, daf wir Gotted Kinder find, Rim.

Vo X, No. 3

im Gintlang; etia [o, Wie et Mbm, 1:11 felbft den dortigen Lefern
¢tivad -geiftlichec @abe mitteilen will, fie au ftdcfen, bafy et famt
ihnen getedftet wiicbe duvd) “euren und meinen @fauben, ben lvit
unter einandet Haben Dort fteht freilic) ebarisma, toad bet
Seide nidt tannte, was fidy aber bem Wpoftel qut in bic Grammatit
filgen founte. 9ffor. 1:15; 8:6 hat Paulus uufern Augbrud in
bem angegebenen Sinn, tvic basd Wort damals alfgemein gebraudt
fourbe. )
Paulug dentt twohl an die allgemeine Wrt ded alten Adaws,
den Leuten nad) bem Piunbe ju tebem, ober aber zur Ungeit ju
fd)meigen, toomit man in beiben Fillen fich felbft yu Gefallen lebt
und nidt dem Ndd)jten sum Dienft. Bor allem aber muf dem
Ghriften diefe Grnahnung and ery gehen, twenn Paulud banu
nod) bingu fitgt: twic follen nidt bdben Heiligen Geif
Gotted betriiben, bon welhem er 1:13 jdon- gefagt Hat,
bafy wir mit ihm verfiegelt find auj den Tag ber Grldjung. So
giebt bemn biefe Stelle fHicr aud) Lidt fiir dbie Vedbeutung Dder
entfpredjenden Wusdritde im crften Kapitel. Wir {ddbigen unfer
cignes geiftlidied Qeben durd) MiBadhtung dicjer Ermahnung. Die

. Wusdbrudstveife fiubet fid) Jei. 63:10, unbd ber Gebante I1TDeff.

4:18; 1for. 3:15-16. Dad Leben befteht darin, baf ber Heilige
“®eift in unfetm Herzen twohut dburd) ben Glauben, 1for, 3:16. Da

8:0." Da mahnt er aud, eben mit dem Beugnis, Wwo es gilt den
aften Denfdyen ablegen, 1Thefl. 4:8. Die Audbrudsmweife ift hier
ihnlid ber in Jef. 63:10. Wenn ir bem cutgegen hanbeln,
bann hoct mit ber Beit biefe Stimme ded Heiligen eifted auf
su ertonew, unbd wir verfalfen wieber bem aften Wejen. Der
nee Menjdy nimmt {o nidt su. Die Berfiegelung auf den Tag
ber Wollendung ivird verfelt, bad Pfjand auj unfer Erbe fann
perloren gehen, und toir hitten bann unjer eigen Heil vetiderat.
“Diefen Gefihtdivintel hat Paulud hier roohl nidt. Wenn man,

abgefehen vou dem uwmittelbaren-Jnhalt, aud) an”bie ganje Lage

bes Bricfed.dentt, bann fehlt toohl, was: einer Drohung. dhnlid)
fieht.. Paulns toeift bielmehr auf.bie Biiter be3 Geijtes,  bie wir

um dieje nidjt su verlicren, bejto eifriger wird in ihrer Betahrung.

@3 ift bied loohl bie evgreifendfte Crinahnung ber Sdrift, ba ber

Cunb Qi fterung find

Mpofte! bei Gelegenheit bed alltdgliden Pertehes, wo bag Welt=
yoefen in ber unbefangenften Weife um fid) greift, an bie Sorgfalt
erinnert, die ir itben miiffen in biefer Jeit der Priifung, o
bie MWelt bergleiden Grimnerung an gauz anberer Gtelle ermartet,
wo die Sdrift aus feinerer Seelentenntis fie nidt bringt.  Diefe
Grmabnung hat ebenjo ettoad zart Fntimes, tic bie Grinnerung
pes” Heilanded, bak er mit feinem Bater ju und fommen und
“gBofnung bei und maden ioill, wo wir in {einer- Qiebe bleiben.
.7 %n ben beiben Tegten Berfen diejer Gruppe von Ermahnungen
“fakt Paulus -alfes, twad bad Seben der @emcinbe ftoven fanu, 3u=
: {amutere und ftellt thm nod) cimmal ben Begriff ber Qicbe in einer
Seifje bon bereingelten Wcuperungen cntgegen. ‘Dabei behdlt cr
bie bigherige Unfdpanungdiveife von Sehung bed newen Dtenfden
an Stelle bed alten bei. Wergleide uslegung von B, 17 TWas
ber Riebe eutgegen ift, faft Paulusd in brei Begriffe, aiterft von
ber Geite bed inmern Qebend, Bitterteit ald Stimmung,
Grimm a3 Qeidbenfdaft, Born ald die bereingelte euferung
ber Qeibenfdft. Die beiben bejonberen Aeuferungen, Gefdret
aug bem Qeben bed betreffenden Bertehrs
genommen, ” Das erfte, dag laute Wefen im Bant und Streit,
bad 3weite blasphmmein, eigentlid) perfeumben, meiftend ald gegen
®ott gebraudyt, fteht Bier offenbar in bem Sinn, bdaf 5 fid gegen
Menfdyen ridtet. Unbd alled mit nod) ungenannten Dingen faft
ber Apofte! unter den Begriff Bodhelt, kakia, bie bodhafte
iible feindfelige Gefinnung, bie im Berlehr baburd) entfteht, baj
" man in ber Selb[tfud)t gehinbert ird. E3 ift inftruttiv gu fehen,
tie Pawlud bied Mertmal beg alten Menfdjen grabe in ber Ges
meinbe immer in bemfelben Bujammenbaug finbet, fol. 3:8,15;
‘it, 3:2f; 1®ovr. 5:8; 14:20; Rdu. 2:8 unbd aufer ber Gemeinde
Rom. 1:29; Apg. 8:22,23; 28:9; Qut. 4:28. B

Dicfem alten Wefen entgegen feht Paulus B. 32 die eingeluen -

Peuferungen ber Liebe: freundlid, barm herzig ber:
fBhnlid, bag lehtere nad) bem Beifpiel Ehrifti, mwie toir aud)
nad) feiner YUnimeifuug im BVaterunfer beten. Bergl. fol. 3:12,13;
Perzeifen 28or. 2:7,10. Das alled {ind uidt illtitelidy aufge=
jtellte Qebensregeln, tenngleid) 8 Tatfache ift, baf fie erft burd
bie Sdrift und erft mit ihrem Berftindbnis in die TWelt -treten.
Sle find natiiclide Ueuferungen be§ Glaubens, o er unperfdl{dt

“und -appelfiert o an bas Hery, bas,-

auftritt, Und fie ectweifen fid) dann audy im g
bie Wahrhaftigleit, mit welder fie auftreten,
Dad fpridt Paulus 5:1,2 aud als Reflimeg
por B, 25 an gefagt hat. Die RKapiteleinteify
fheinlid) aud der Dieinung, baf am Unfang b
vou Grwalnungen cine allgemeine Diveltipe 8
B, 22-24. Die zwei erften Verje Ded flinfte
fid) aber {o eng am ben bvorhergehendben Berg 39
Bufammenfd)lufy mit B. 20 uud 21 er{decinen, 'g
Nadfolger, mimetai, al3 gelichte. Rinbers
tete Paulusd Hat einen feinen Blid fliv bad Rindeslite
ved)te Becrhiltnis befteht zwifden dem Bater unpifd
ba folgt auf Eeiten dber Ichteren, daf fie in ihree
bad Borbild vom Bater nehmen. So .audy im
Bon Gott Hat Paulud den Ausdrud Nadyfolgers
4:16 uud 11:1 braudit er ihn bon dem Berhdl
ihm felbft, im lefiten Fall mit dem Hiniveis auf
su Ghrifto, 1Thefl. 1:6; 2:14; PHhil 3:17. Symn
bag Berhdltnid ber Ehriften mit einander im R
fanbes. I iy
Ueberall 3eigt bder Jujammenbang, bdaf Eﬂmﬁ
einem dufecliden Nadyahmen rebet, fonbern,. wie
angebeutet wird, daf e3 unbefangen -aus ber g
bic dad betreffende Berhiltnid dyaratterifiert.
Hav audgefprodjen: Saffet und ihn fieben, benn
geliebt. So ift aud) Gal. 2:20 ju verftehen: 9
im Fleifd), das lebe id) im Glauben bes Sohnes- @ y -
gelicbet und fich feldft fii mid) gegeben hat’ "Die
fofort af8 felbftverftindlid) und injofern bem gefam
Denten itber folde Dinge entgegen, enn wir dr
ba3 geiftlide Qeben ja tatfid)lid) das Qeben bed Heilig
uns ift. Jm natiicliden Menfdenleben fat felbft bet,
berjug fein Glement bou Selbjtjudyt, beffen Fehlen:
“®eifted darum aud) vom natiirliden Berftand nid
-Hier fihet Paulus fort, vom Wanbel in ber Lieb
teben, inieber mit dem inmweid auf Chrijti grofe
feine @ingabé fiir ung jugleid bie Hingab
men Bater tar, der der Jnbegriff der Liebe .f
ijt bie Hingabe wicber mit dem leiten Ausbrud “ax
Tiden @ervud burdy bie Licde bes Sohnes jum
fonbers beftimmt, wo die Gadye fdon in bem Begrif
PhiL. 4:18; 2Rot. 2:15, ie diefer Ton durd Peutt;
fiinbigung geht und beshalb an biefer Stelle nidt
Dag lebendige Beifpiel fitr jeden Uusbrud . bief
sifden Efrifto unbd feinem Bater und deffen innigfte: ¥
famt per MWirtung auf dag Ehriftenieben ift bad Boh

Gebet o, 17.
(FORTSETZUNG FOLAT)

- With Sincerity and Truth:

Pracses Pankow Statement to Shiccton Cone
September 1, 1936 ‘

QUOTE —COPY— -
You have invited me here this evening {0 8
the Synod’s side of a controversy of long standing:
matter has Deen introduced into your congre
your pastor’s:opposition to the guspension of Pf?»s"."{
Hensel and by his further action. of leaving his cO%
- and the Synod to commune with the so-called pr
In order to get at the root of this matter 1t 1 v
sary to go back about twelve years to the ¥t ALKy
case. Two-lady teachers were given an un'peﬂce
missal by the Ft. Atkinson congregation, becal
stamped the pastor of the congregation as & talse 'L
refused to attend church, and admonished the ohilds¥
the parochial school:to remain aWa.y'fTom'church
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. call was tendered them by the Emanuel Church of
geld which they accepted, stating in their letter .tkLeir
iyances against the sainted Pastor Nicolaus and the
il of.that. church, also stating, that Pastor Nicolaus
sid not srant them a peaceful dismissal. In spite of
they were accepted and installed as teachers in the
¥ nfield -congregation without settling the matter with
gy, Atkinson congregation first.
ater under the.advice of Pastor O. Hensel of the
vfield congregation, they sent a protest to the Presi-
of the West Wisconsin District, in which they state:
-erheben hiermit Protest gegen Wiederbesetzung der
mit Lehrerinnen in Ft. Atkinson., ¥s wurde uns
pastor Nicolaus und Vorstand verboten, nach Gottes
u unterrichten und zu leben ete.”
heir case was then examined by the Visitor of the
sl Conference, Pastor Chr. Sauer, in the presence of
o scand Pastor. O. Hensel on the one side, and Pastor
plaus and” the Fi. Atkinson chureh council on the other
'Pastor..Saue‘r found that these teachers were not
fed in calling Pastor Nicolaus a false prophet, nor
andingvvhat the children of the Ft. Atkinson con-
tion should -not be supplied with teachers.
¥ month later Pastor Nicolaus sent a letter to Pres.
w protesting, that these two teachers should not
mitted to teach in the parochial schools of our Synod
#they had shown repentance for their sin against
¢ Nicolaus and the Ft. Atkinson congregation.
his protest was given into the hands of a commlittee,
ting of the pastors, R.-Wolf, H. Zimmermann, and
srwig. After much correspondence and .lengthy in-
ion, they finally adopted the-following resolution:
.the sense of this meeting that the accusation,
‘by the Misses Koch and Reuter that Rev. Nicolaus
“false prophet, has not been substantiated. 2. Dir.
er and Her. Gieschen are requested to treat further
i'(he ladies mentioned and then report to the congre-
0 at Ft. Atkinson. - ) - .
Prof. Koehler and Rev. Gieschen later sent the follow-
eport to Pres. Thurow: “Die Maedchen waren fuer

dem sie mehr Vertrauen entgegenbrachten, dass er
m die Sache bemuehe. Er scheint aber auch nicht
pusgerichtet zu haben. Es ist Zeit, dass wir die Sache
> Haende zuruecklegen.”
ilen Pres. Thurow traveled to Wauwatosa to speak
Hhe girls whom he found in Prof. Ruediger’s house.
is discussion with them, they ran out.
Alother meeting with them ‘was held Jan. 18, 1926 in
“chool of the Wauwatosa congregation. Rev. Chr.
Was chairman of this meeting. Three friends of the
vere present: Pastor O. Hensel, Prof. Ruediger, and
. . Abelmann, also Pres. Thurow, Prof. Schmeling
astor W, Nommensen. The result of this meeting
hat Prof. Ruediger and Prof. Schmeling were asked
ist the girls in addressing an apology to Pastor
2Us and the Ft. Atkinson congregation for the insultis
JNad directed against the pastor and the congregation.
two Professors finally decided to let the girls write
2.0Wn Jetters to the congregation. In their letters to
ngregation they took back mothing, but merely made
rotest more severe,
February of the same year the Central Conference
he two senior pastors of their conference, Past.

vening £0

Fiong atandl och and Past. M. Pankow, to deal with Pastor
uur : U8 and the girls concerning this matter. They found
ngion of ¥ Nicolaus ready to give the hand of peace and fellow-

0.the ladies, if they would retract their accusation,
e18 a falge prophet. When they arrived at Wauwa-
8peak wlth the girls, they found Prof. Ruediger,
Hensel, and Past. W. Hass there to defend the
n an unpes 'Ind were given no opportunity to speak with the
,gation, beca? -t.;me, neither were the girls willing to retract their
on.as & f2lse -~.,°ll against Past. Nicolaus: . o

nighed the OB ly Pres. Thurow placed the following notlce in

from church ireh “HWs wird hiermit bekanntgegeben, dass

bapers,

ht zugaenglich, und deshalb bhaten wir Prof. Ruedi--

-out of other Districts,

die Lehrerinnen Elizabeth Reuter and Gerda Koch vor-
laeufig nicht zu Anstellung an unsere Gemeindeschulen
empfohlen werden.” S

The West Wisconsin District met at Beaver Dam from
June 16th to 22nd, 1926. At this meeting a committee
of gix examinéd the reasons for suspension notice of Pres.
Thurow and declared it justified, giving their reasons in
their report. This report was accepted by the District,
but a number of pastors and two laymen from Marshfield
handed in a writing of protest against the suspension of
these teachers. P. 22. This protest was examined by

‘the committee and rejected as lacking proper cause and
‘foundation. The teachers in question had been invited to

this meeting, but I don't remember that they appeared.
The suspension of Pastor O. Hensel and Pastor W,
Motzkus was later caused by their stubborn adherence to
their protest against the District's action in the case of
these two teachers. ; - L

In their writing of protest at Beaver Dam the pro-
testants had stated: “Unsere Stellung zu der ganzen Ft.
Atkinson-Sache ist diese: Wir halten dafuer, dass der
Fall nur ein Teil einer groesseren Frage ist. Wir sind
bereit, zu gelegener Zeit ueber die grundlegenden Prin-
zipien zu verhandeln, um den ernsten Versuc¢h zu machen
wahre Einigkeit zu erzielen (zunaechst in kleineren Krei-
sen).”

This so-called greater question of principal seems to
have found expression in the Beitz paper, which was read
before two or three conferences, and finally before the
special District meeting at Watertown by Pastor Beitz.
The same group which had signed the writing of protest
in the Ft. Atkinson case, also rallied around the Beitz
paper and made it their confession of faith. Bome pastors
like Pastor Paul Hensel in our
District, also came forth to defend the Beitz paper.

Qur theological faculty at our_*zSeminary was asked -
by the Officials of the West Wisconsin District to examine.
this paper and give their opinion "of it.- In their socalled.
Gutachten, they branded it as containing false -doctrine
and slander, not being in accord with the ‘Lubheran con-~
fessions to which every pastor of our Symnod is asked to
swear allegiance when he accepts a call within our Synod.

‘Adherence to the Beitz paper in its published wording,
slanderous wtatements against the Synod’s officials, re-
fusal to deal or fellowship with the Synod as such then
became the cause of other suspensions within the Synod
and also the cause of Pastor Paul Hensel's suspension in
our own District.

From the time that our District voted on the sus-
pension of Pastor Paul Hensel at Algoma, Pastor Mielke
protested against his suspension and has refused to attend
communion with us. Instead he has according to his state-
ment attended communjon with those who have been
suspended. He was given an opportunity to bring his
grievances before our Fox River Valley conference at Ap-
pleton and accused us of sinning against God by uphold-
ing the suspensions of the West Wisconsin District and
dealing accordingly. He, therefore, refuses to consider us
his brothers in Christ, but instead considers those his real
brothers in epirit who have been suspended and now form
the so-called Protestant Conference.

1 sent the report of this mattar as written by the
secretary of the Fox River Valley Conference to your
chairman, together with the resolution adopted by our
District at its meeting in Marinette this year. The Dis-
trict resolution Teads: “We deplore, that according to &
duly authenticated report of the officers of the Fox River
Valley Conference, The Rev. Louis Mielke has declared
his separation from the Fox River Valley Conference and
openly declared liis complete affiliation with the socalled
Protestant Conference.” : .

It would require too much time to give you a full
report of the many dealings which the Synod has had
in these matters and with each individual, because nothing
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has been done ‘hastily and ever new committees were-

formed to look into the individual cases as may be geen
from my report of the Ft. Atkinson case. Although I have
the documents on hand, I have given only a short rec-
sume.

1 wish to state also, that I am not here to argue,
but simply to give you the Symod's side of the question
involved, as I had been requested to do. I don’'t know
everything and don't profess to, nor attempt to remember
everything which has been said back and forth in these
matters during twelve years of controversy. But I he-
lieve, that I have stated the main issues, the Ft. Atkinson
case and the Beltz paper.

Beitz Paper.

In respect to the Beitz paper it might be well to
state why the faculty of our Seminary condemned it as
containing false teaching and slanderous statements. The
faculty states:

1. That he uses a Bible verse which. speaks of our
justification by faith as a sermon on sﬂ,nctiiﬁcation.

2. That he confuses law and gospel.

3. That he condemns the majority of our hearers
and teachers as steeped in legalism with no understanding
of the gospel and are therefore under God’'s judgment and
condemnation.

4, ‘That he holds to the teaching of the Antinominians
in ‘respect to repentance, contrary to our Lutheran Con-
fessions where we read: “Die Reue wird allein durch das
Gesetz gewirkt and nicht durch das Evangelium. Der
Glaube kommt allein durch das Evangelium und nicht
dunch das Gesetz.”

5. ‘That he condemns our method of teaching Scrip-
tural dogtriue through means of the Catechism, Dogmatics,
and - Homiletics as leading to spiritual :death, while he
commends -his .own method of teaching as the true.and

‘only means of creating a life by faith. - -

To give you a faint idea why the faculty found fault
with this paper, I shall quete a few passages:

He writes: “Our preparatory and college courses are
usually only a rehashing of the husks of the Catechism
course. Our dogmatical stress at our seminaries only
serves that same purpose. It is only the advanced Cate-
chism course and bleeds the life of Faith in Christ of
the life-giving Blood, till we finally have the skeleton, the
forms, the dogmas, the doctrines, the shells, the husks
left; but the :Spirit is departed.” I ask you: Does Luther's
catechism offer us husks and shells? Does it not offer
us the very essence of Scripture? Luther in his old age
said: Ich tue noch, wie ein Kind, und sage den Katechis-

mus etc.

Again he says: “To the greater share of our own
Lutheran Church members Christianity is summarized in
the words: Be good and you’ll be saved.” . “Christianity has

_ become to most church members driving a sharp bargaln

with the Lord: a barter. Getting by with as little as
possible.” This judgment might fit some, I do not know,
but how can he say this of the greater share and most
Christians? He does not know and therefore should not
say this.

Again he says:
given at sick-beds ringing in our ears:

“0Or, don’t we thear the usual advice
“Du must glauben.”

"1 know of no single case where advice was given in such

a legalistic way and yet he calls it the usual advice.
Again he says: “How few teachers we have that are
worthy of the name teachers, even at our seminaries?”
Pastor Beitz attended the seminary about the same time
I .did and we only had three teachers there then and I
thwnk God to this day for these teachers and the life

- gwing instruction we received from them.

‘This paper was theard by three conferences and a
District Synod and was accepted by none of them. TUsually
a paper read to a conference is accepted by the conference,
if found Scripturally correct, but no conference was willing
{o subscribe to many of the statements in this paper.

_ibensbrueder los.

The paper was also made the subject o
the floor of general Synod. A committee re]
was adopted by the Joint Synod, which. pe
“Die Beltzsche Schrift betreffend halten wir- da;
sie wegen fhrer Unklarheit und Verworren.heit o
auf die darin enthaltenen Lehren und wegen ih
men Uebertreibungen In der Schilderung ve 1
und wirklicher ‘Schaeden in der Kirche alg jp
verle'tzend and Schaden anrichtend zurueokgew
den muss.’

Pastor Beitz was asked again and agaln’ to
paper and to remove its objectlonal features;’s
swered: ‘“That's God’s message to you; accep
it alone. I'll stand and fall with it.” Such attlti
this paper has raised it to a confessional wy
every word God's message. Rev. Beitz is nogt
iis uncompromising attitude toward his papé
Protestant conference in session at Elroy 1921'
their confession by resolving: “ Ihnen gegenu
nen wir uns unumwunden zu Beitzes Schrlft and
bei derselben zu verharren.”

This resolutlon togeﬁher with a resolut}o

X, ¥

then gave the following report to the meeting o
Synod in 1931: “Wir halten dafuer, dass-dle Ag
sencn das Bruderband mit unserer Synode
haben, indem sie den von Gott geordneten
verlassen und die Bruderliebe verletzt haben;
gich rundweg weigerten mit irgendeinem homitee
Allgemeinen Synode weiter zu verhandeln. Mit
klaerung haben sie ueber alle Christen in der Allg
Synode den Stab gebrochen, ihnen_oefferitlich -das’
liche Vertrauen und ein Zusammenarbeiten ge
Mit dieser Erklaerung sagten sie sich von uns g
Die Bruderliebe und christlich
thaette von ihnen verlangt, sich in ordentlicher
die Allgemeine Synode zu wenden. 2. Solange
auf christliche Ordoung und Bruderliebe halten
zelgemeinschaft mit den Ausgeschiedenen ausges
bis das Bruderverhaeltnis auf Gott gefaelllf’er Wel
derhergestellt ist.”
Your pastor has sta.ted pla.mly, rtha.t he
and fraternizes with the Protestant Conference &
ence to communing. with us. .It is evident, t/hai
broken with the Synod. Our District recognized 8
by adopting the following resolution. "“We depl
according to a duly authenticated report of the Q
the Fox River Valley Conference, the Rev. Lou
has declared his separation from the Fox “Rive
Conference and openly declared- his complete 8
with the socalled Protestant Conference.” “Whe
as a congregation wish to g0 with your. presentd

“.and the Protestant Conference; or. whether ~¥Ou. ;
-to remain with the Synod which ‘has served you i3¥k ; .ate to r¢
is up to your’ decision. -.I have given you as - )
formation as I. could press into this short time
that I have made jche ‘matter- clqa.r, Erekic
Dear friend Mlelke,

Here is the copy you asked for. I tho THE GI1
would call for it. I hope that you will refr i sto
using it for an article for Faith-Life. as has s aptives ¢
with other matters. There {s nothing mew 1 Indeed
merely a copy of records which you also m and tl
in your possession. I wish you could see thin he 5th 3
the same light. I have avoided all- Persmmli 5th of 7
this matter, but have merely stated the facts ! I made

~are recorded and as I know them. "I carry 00 J own adar
grudge, but -pray that God may -change yOUT 48’ the ‘L

toward the 'Synod. 'We cannot work togetheri‘" tal man

as you hold to the opposite side of the fence- :a;- :mdf

: ions o

- : - Sincerely, od’ from

DPNQUOTE V. E, Pankow. -
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“Let Not your Heart be Troubled.” — John »14:27»

Mosinee, Wisconsin .

Policy

PROCEDURE arouses
hostile attention and
demned by friend and
uncharitable, because
flicts with pet but mis-
dogmas current in the
h, Our periodical was
f controversy, and our
ion of the ‘wrongs in

urch and of the sins

ompted by self-right-
s and by personal re-
ent, embitterment, and
1 It is suffici-
0.8ay that we class our-
with our opponents
the common ‘denom-
. 0f sinners.

ntroversy, as a study
and psychology, is en-
lug "to the outsider
td thus our paper chal-
‘the attention of every
dreader to whose ken it
The New Testament
was born of contro-
nd the alert Chris-
Il in our conlroversy
able to recognize the
nental factors of Law
Boapel at issue and Iu

¢ hold that our policy
mincing our words
aking in unvarnished
218 In character with
ord of God. We do
ake any assertions
:We have not carefully
We do not betray
ces,  Charity often
us to withhold in-
on which would help
€ our case, because
W too that no proof
will convert hearts
® Gospel alone. We
&rger purpose than
eiting  of  personal
CeS and the winning
Cage

‘the éta.tement on the
@ slde,

fviduals is™ thought to- :

. Pankoﬂw Doesn't;‘Ge‘t SuchGoodMarksm Our Seminar

[See Statement 'a:ud"Ndﬁs;-Mqrc_h ’Issué, pp. 12 and 3]

OF KEYS THAT ARE LOST

By Louis E. MIELKE

N ITS. regular _quarterly .mceting‘ held lést fall, the

Shiocton congrepation invited Draeses W. Pankow fo

prasent ‘‘Symo

5 _side

0 & PROTESTART 0o Tro-

versy_to 1t Without my knowledge ho had already sent a

it

- letter (two, 'as T am quite certain) -to our chairman, the con-
“tents of which I do not know. Neither were they shown to

" the entire- church board.

But my opponents who were de-

sirous of hearing him, and who showed no inclination to dis-

< euss” our difficulties ‘with- me, quoted him as saying that he

would come any time hé were called: - Still, when the church
board submitted the congregation’s invitation to him. he
refrained from discussing matters with them, stating that he
first wanted to speak with me, expressing the hope that mat-

ters might still be ironed out.
found me at home on Aug. 4.

After thres futile calls he
Whether ke was induced to

| free

call on e by soms vague fecling that he must RYSL 866 N6
personally bafore going ahead, or by a lingering hope that
he might still convert me to his views;-or whether he was
fishing for material to use against-me, -of-a hint as to what
line of action he should pursue, was notclear to me. But
as the diseussion wore on. I- grew more:-and more conscious
of his indecision. [

of authorization, er.sanction from

and ethical entrance into the congregation.
Without endeavoring to

him

a graceful
4

hat he was s»
me, whie

't bitine that day.’

:ilscussmn, " will point out

reproduce the whole
will give you a picture of it.

He was concerned about ‘‘working together.”” When I
asked him point-blank, You should not have suspended had you
been acting in the place of the West Wisconsin officialsy —

he answered, No.

cking some sort

would  aford

things which

In his attacks upon the PROTES'TANTS le

singled out ilans Koch and Karl Kochler for their destructive
work, as le termed it, the former in his congregational work
in Priesland, and the latter’s work in gencral,

waken dn him an

could. not,
evangelical work, ne more. than

I, of course,
appreciation of real, horough

an earnest Christian could

have opened the eyes of those in Thessalonica which believed
not but, moved with envy, set all the city on an uproar, drew
Jason und certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, erying,

[CoNTINUED ON DPAge 9] -

Purpose

OUR PURPOSE, as it grows
from our history, is to break
down the influence of the
misleaders of the church and
thelr followers from
their thraldom, .to break
down within our Lutheran
church, and wherever else
it may flourish, the spirit of
self-righteousness and self-
sufficiency which breeds un-
charitableness and unwar-
ranted judgment of others,
and thus leads to cowtro-
versy.

Our larger purpose is to
call men from a comfortable
gospel, that acts as a sopo-
riic and permits unright-
ecousness to run riot in the
church, to the Gospel that
is truly comforting to strick-
en sinners, and to seek with
them ever more Increasing
knowledge of our Lord, that
we might win Christ and be
found in Him, not having
our own righteousness but
that which is thru the faith
of Christ, and apprehend
that for which also we are
apprehended of Christ Jesus,
forgetting those things which

are bhehind and reachlng
Forth unto <those things
which are befors, pressing

toward the mark for the
rrize of the high calling of
God_ in Chrlst Jesus.

Our message is that of
the Gospel of Forgiveness
of Sins thru Our Bleased
Savior, coupled with the
warning of ‘the hardening of
hearts and of the judgment
upon those who reject this
mossage and Its implications.
That s the full message of
the Word of God, as it s
sounded in the New Testa-
ment from the first book to
the last, and no less in the
Qld  Testament, from the
first book to the last.
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Nnfer Tert hat tm kardia, mit bem Hergen; ber Kolofs
at en tais kardiais, in ben Hergen. @8 ift tvie bet en
apiti  im foloffecbrief ber Wetifel hier und bag Fehlen ber
tion bort fdywicriger su crtdren und barunr cine Wenberung
gojchreiber teeniger anzunchmen.  Gndlid) hat der Soloffer:
hic - gany allgemeine Grmabnung, bie Paulus aud) 1for.
pei Gelegenheit feiner Gridrung iiber die Goenopfer Hat:
get i, ober trinfet, ober wad thr tut, jo tut e5 alled
5 Ghre.
it W19 {dlicht Boulud bic Crmahnung im Epheferbricf
“einem  Partizip, hypotassomenoi, cud) unterovbds
om Falle, bak 8 Dhicr hergehort ftatt zu bem Folgenben,
mit plerousthe en pnoumati, werbet. mit @eift ecfitlt, B.
gnument mit den bicr vorhergehenden Partizipien verbunben
®a tritt banun der Gintourf auf, dbafy e8 in dber Ber=
gar feine Stelle Habe, @8 ftehe tveber im Geqenfaly gum
i, nod) auf gleidjer Stufe mit ben pier criten Parti=
ie bem TWeinraufd) entgegengefelit find, €8 wird von ben
n ber BVerbindung biefed Partizipiums mit bem Vorher=
sugeftanden, bafy ¢& die Grmahmung jur lnterordnung
prel Gdllen W, 22—6:9 porbereite. Dad geht aud ber
herbor, daf B 23 bei ber Untererdnuug ber Ghefrauen
e Minner bag VWeebum fehlt: und alfo aus dicfem Parti-
Fgonotmant toivd, Und biefer Begriff toith bann beibe=
ig G:0, aud) in ben Fillen der fKinder unb dber fnedyte,
t bag minnlide Partizipium aber gar nidyt jum Folgen=
&-alfcm audy nidt in feinem defonberen Sinn ber Gcgens
bie nidht auf dic brei folgenden- Fille putrifft. Bwar
ehrere Godiced bag cntfpredhende Berbum in 0. 22, aber
conymud hat barauf aufmerffam gemadyt, baf in ben
n Ueberjegungen bdicfed Verbwm Finitwm vom Ucbers
plictt fei, wibhrend ¢8 in ben griehijdyen Haudfdhriften
b bie feutige Tegtfritit {dyeidet jene Ginfitgungen aus
b der mafgebenben Godices. Was aljo bas hypotas-
trifft, hat ¢8 feinen grammatijden Halt im Folgenben
mit bemn Worhergehenben nun aud) begriffen werben.
ypotassein seauton, fid) f{clbft unterotbnen, ift cin

nid)t bas Seine fud)t, fonbern bad, wad ded anbern
daburdj, dbaf man einandber mit Ghrerbietung juborfommt,
0 ober, tic.c8 1Petr.5:5 nad) hypotassein Hat: ten
osynmn egliombosthe, binbet eud) unter “einanber bic
tpe ber Temut um. Tie Ut ift- toohl unter’ Mens
pod)te Weuferung ber Licbe. Dad ift nidt Untertdnigs
e Riebebicnerel, ober ded etivad; fondbern bad Wort fagt
platt heraud, twad gemeint ift und fleht cinem vorneh=
Bident toohl an. Dad ciguet fidh aud) fiiv jebe NArt unb
bed Werfehrs, tvic audy fein Gegenteil ba zu findben
n3 bejonders midt nur da, wo der Weinrvaufd) Unheil
inte, fonbern two umter ber dufjeren angenchmen Form
thrs, oder bei bem fonft freicren Wefen fid) bie natiirs
ftjudt geltend madt und oft wmehr anridtet als bei
Gelegenfeiten, Ticje Auffaffung von Unterorduuug,
pid)i mit bem Worte im Gebraud) ber Edyrift vortommi,
shiect durd) ben Dativ allelois, cincr dbem anbderm,
uterorbnen foll gejdhchen iuw dber Furdt Chrifti
aé Berhiltnid gu Ehrifto fonft nidt ausgedritdt. Man
T ‘in ber Furdyt Gottes' crwarten. Aber aud) fol. 3:22
Fal der Ruedyte fo, phoboumenoi ton kyrion, mit ber
fdrung, bafy twir Ehrifti und niht der Menfden Dies
Dag it andy cine Weife, dbad Konigtum bes Ehriften

b
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The Inside of the Cup

“ "+ « CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

These that have turned the world upside down .are come
hither also. : S T ' )

It is true. the Gospel tocday must turn the world, and
the existing world-minded chureh upside down. That is, in
reality must tight all things again, right the wrong, turn
things baek. Think of it! Hans Koch sought to induce
grown-up, s2asoned Lutheran men ‘to study the Bible with
him. Why, that’s an insult! Now, Pankow does mot ecriti-

.eise Bible study. nor did he mention this. But, he says, mem-

hers from Triesland came to him, the former pastor, eriti-
ciring Koch, claiming that Koel had snorted, IHeretofore you
haven’t had the Gospel; now I shall bring it to.you. ‘That
makes it all clear to Pankow. But when these people show
indifference to the Seriptures, except when preached to “them
in a formal way, individuals even taking it as an insulf- when
asked to come and study them they réveal that their viewpoint
is badly warped and inadequate for Christian life,  They
naturally would not understand Koch-nor _get anything straight
that came from him.: Superficial leadership, spiced with such
morality as is -universally acceptad, is more- desirable, in that
it more. easily admits-of restful self-rigliteous satisfaction.

Again; - Pankow scoffingly upbraided those PROTES'TANTS
who were running around “trying to “sell stuft. If they love
Christ so much, why don’t they go to- the -heathen and do-
missionary work? God forgive. men like Paukow such imbe-
cility and blindness to the misery and anguish which they have
wrought npon the families of those whom they have driven
out, be it by resolution, posse, or sheriff, DBasking in their
parishes with goodly salary, they knmow not what they say.
Mission work? Theirs who arc ousted is of the highest type.
In this that a number have not sought office in other groups,
there lies a preachnient for: all.of-us who etill wear the cloth;
an awful preachmont of the sanctity of the pastoral office.
I ought to add, I suppose, that I do not mean, that their
removal from office, in my mind, is divine punishment or retri-
bution, -~ - P -

It is judgment upon the chureh. Boastful Egypt, feeling
it in its bones that its hour-glass was running low, wherefore
they fearsd Israel— Egypt stood in dire need of the silent
shepherd high up on Horeb’s slopes, companion of the eagle;
for he was a man, keen of mind, courageous, indomitable of
will who, as Joseplus tells, demonstrated leadership and mili-
tary sagacity in quick, decisive victory over Ethiopia, who
later within a bricf time won the respect of Pharaoh’s min-
isters, as well as ‘of all Bgypt: “Mirraim needed him as the
Lord had fashioned him’ .but.could -not have him. She must
perforce silence his voice in the conncils of state, and follow
a dynasty whose rile spelled.” After us the Deluge, leaving
this man Moses high ard dry to sing the Song of Faith to
hose who sought the land -of “Promise. IFor Egypt’s hour of
doom had kegun. Ilensel and Gruendemann, to stay with
North, Wisconsin, are ‘sclling stuff.’ .

Farr-Lire was asked to sit in with us. Pankow is
against Farra-Lire, As I expeeted, he brought a previously
aired griovance. TFarra-LiFE had called his father and 0.
Koch ‘‘superannuated old fogies, who were not able to re-
member from 12 to ncon.’’ 1 was able to put my finger
en the spot, and read to Lim (V,*4,Supplp.4): ‘. . . that
Ly and large, thesc men arc not capable of remembering from
twelve till moon, and that hence their reports are all ‘wet,’
i, ¢. watered stock.’”’  ‘Superannuated cte.’ was evidently
printed in invisible ink. Pointing to the situation as I knew
it from Hass’s report, and from other sources. I claimed that
llass’s actual statement put the superficie! bungling and the
inceflivieney of these men rather mildly.

Scoking to get at the heart of the matter, I told Pankow
that he and_his_crowd “were struck With hIndness, and sin-
Lidity, that they had Jost the ability to sece and judge mat-
ters, TFiat this was judgment. But as far as he was con-
cerned, he felt this condition did wot obtain, Ile always cu-
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deavored to do his work, had been studious at the Seminary,
and had received good marks too, I maintained that they
were’ spurning. the graco of God, and doing violence to IHis
‘Word. He summarily disavowed that. I recalled to Hhis
mind a sneer of his at the expense of Prof, Koehler. e de-
nied it, but I did not allow his denial.

It was this. At a conference in New London (January
1934) he had delivercd an exegesis on some pericope from
the Epistles. After a typical discussion with its customary
plaudits, Pankow fclt heartened to state that his work might
serve as an example, that one could very well expound Serip-
tures by considering the passage for itself, disregarding the
historical viewpoint (geschichiliche dmschawung), adding somo
disparaging remarks about this method. IHis comment scemed
unmotivated to me. Any statement which might have prompted
it had at least escaped me, so I thought that it might be a
challenge. I frankly stated that I took this to be an attack
upon Prof, Koechler, and then tried to defend the historieal
method. Establishing what went before, what followed, the
inner connections, the personalities, motives, peculiarities of

. the deting persons, the situation out of which something arose,
—all_ this served tg clarify, . and reveal the meaning of a
stateniedt, or. action. Pankow countered that I was placing
somethingin. his.“words which was neither intended nor im-
plied, “but- entirely foréign to his thought. Ile was referring
to the negative theologians of Germany. As he sat down,
his back happening to be turned to me, so that I could not
hear him distinetly, he said something to this effect: What
Prof, Koehler’s peculiar historical viewpoint is, I don’t know,
and don’t care to know. In the light of this sneer his eulogy
of his Seminary teachers in his Statement lacks depth.
Those ‘men, who didn’t get the drift of Prof. Koechler’s testi-
-mony af thé-Seminary-have missed a. very vital force, sorely
needed today.” - - - B

_ As to this, the-statement. was made by;some.oile of -the

crowd at Appleton, 1934, that ke had heard that J. P. Koehler
is purported to have said, only one man in the Synod had
-.understood. him, and that one misunderstood him. This was
greeted “with evident relish and exultation, and Pankow, who
thanks God for his dear professors, he too, allowed the state-
ment to stand. It’s all water on his mill. You know, fulks,
.T get a kick out of the saying itself. That old saw is funny,
“and ought not to be lost to mankind. It’s good that there is
one man.in our genmeration, who stands out enough from the
rest of s, so that the saying might be tacked on his coat
“tail too. The reputation of J. P. Koehler is of deep comcern
to- me. -For.such~stuff does. not” harru his reputation with
those whose-~ opinion: amounts to anything. To wuse another
_old one, the-moon need not bother about the dogs that bark
-at it. If those mén could accept old J. P. without repenting,
- without being forcéd to quit their selfishness and to steep all
~-their actions and words and viewpoints in that Treue, Walr-
-haftighkeéit, truth peculiar to him and his message, they would

- _offer him the honorary ‘doctorate, in keeping with new ortho-

dox fashion—and force him to cause new resentment by
*humorously declining it, as oncg before.

~ The reader from without our ecireles,. as well as those
. within, can go a long way towards getting clear about our
controversy, by noting this tendency of belittling and frus-
trating historical procedure. It underlies Synod’s whole con-
duct. Brenner: Historical pre-developments don’t concern us.
Schlueter (in Iensel Case, 1934): We are concerned with
- Post-Green Bay~ (=1932ff), The Iensel ‘‘Case’’ lLad its
District baptism at Algoma, 1930. You can’t get at faets,
and come to grips with a single situation. They are uncon-
trollably impatient, if you try to tell the historical development
of a. thing. They operate with modes of procedure, and clamp
rules and decrees on everything. If they were mid-wives they
would first lay down the mode of procedure for the prospective
citizen, and- if he should choose a slightly divergent course,
he would be told upon arrival, You’re out of order! You
didn’t follow the gottgeordneiec Weg. You have separated
yourself from us, We declare you non-existent.— If his mother
doesn’t stick with the little fellow, what’s he going to do?
But come back to Shiocton. When I aceused Pankow of
not seriously looking into the matter, of ignoring facts, he

-would take the Praeses job. Soms o6nie Nad -t taka:

- _general attitude in matters in whieh the competence And

" gitnation “requires: faith, “with its living knowledge
" vation, its trust in the all-embracing, all-sufficient,:

‘grace in this and every situation, unto glory with tha:R

- ‘gation, I brought it to them

~ mation.

claimed to be conversant with FAITH-Lirg, He"h#d,
Ilensel’s story: Wiy I AM A PROTES'TANT, But.
nothing in it. :

meKOW gradually appeared more crestfallen. Ho
conditions, JIlg expressed distAStE YT hys olffee:

that they knew mot the time of their visitation! -y,
written: ‘‘. .. Our Christianity becomes a duty ey
lege. We act and live as slaves of God instead '
of His. OQOur Christianity becomes a drudgery,,
A galling law, not a glad Gospel, A life by law
a LIFE BY FAITH.”” Would that our Symod h
jected — the Be1TZ PAPER! i

Pankow agreed that everything was going to-
was overcome with sorrow. he. people. the poor:h
lamentede. They don't know what it's all  abont i (ke
gations are disrupted. Abjectly he dabbed his eyes ' wiF
handkerchief. Sorrow arouses sympathy, but thege

with antipathy, IHere was a” church official, wex
my flock, lamenting the evil that he would inflict uponsgl
““They don’t knmow what it’s all about,’” That’s j
countered. You lord it over the people, withhold-
information from them, keep them in the dark; yet youid
that they pass judgment, vote, and act. The evil Yo
from your coming into our congregation you are’j
answer for. But the congregation invited me, he protested
have a right to do so. I did not choose to go into 5
of the question with him, telling him what I had tolg
the congregation I would discuss with them, Neitheg:
tell him to stay away. But I repeated my warning;

There are of course a number of things to be'?
cerning a congregation’s request for information

of its pastor is directly.involved. Among other thingg
congregation and pastor are put to the test. Of~be

grace of God in Christ, and in Him alone, naively ha
in the brother’s faith; hope in the ultimate vietory:

Christ; love, with its unselfish, self-sacrificing rega..rd."
true welfare of a brother’s soul controlling, guiding,
calling into =action every emotion of which the new. M
capable, from tender sympathy to righteous anger.
When I felt that the developments made it
that I bring the Synod matter to the attention of the"
in the form of a length
begging them to look into the matter and to discuss 'l
me, if it troubled them. T encouraged them to seek
Tt was immaterial to me where they got it, ™
as they came into poasession of the facts, But from _ﬂl‘*
sat there was an opposition  which either showed indillé
or aversion to grapple with the situation together
It was pointed out, that the congregation should first
on what my staud was before widening the field, but 0
were chafing to eall in Pankow. In reality Pankow U
ingly allowed himself to be used as a pawn to help

N 3 . . H D
ones resist and ward off the ever inereasing insistence O/

P dn t kn

spirit for righteousness. . ; 5 t.'cIJ
Turning back to what we said above as to Pankow riek
row one still must ask, Could it not be genuine z?orrow, ;)vl;vm(
the brokeén walls of Jerusalem in general; and ‘gpecifically .Where
the assumed spoliation of the Lord’s vineyard by the X atche
TES'TANTS, ag hie sees it; or a natural shrinking from c8 p his
out an arduous task, or pity for us deluded PROTES” o]
Could not this show of feeling, instead of being sclf-lov T 03 y
pity, be honest regard for the welfare of soulst It entu:
of souls means mere ‘‘working together,’’ conforming ‘Th;

erees” without understanding and knowing Wh}’,‘lo.‘/ﬂ}ty
group, outward peace, then I wouldn’t quarrel Wl!:h 1‘13;11“" L
now is my kingdom not from henee.” If Pankow 18 T Y S
vinced that he is saving souls by undermining the).l‘d . :
work, then why not do it with a vim{ Why not sounl o
call on the trumpet, and issuing forth, expose 31C T
this fellow Miclke of sin, righteouness, and judgment
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yw it is alas too true we easily grow weary in spiritual
for we are sluggish, thoughtless, cold ~— ehildren of
Then too, there are physical, mental, emotional limi-
~When overcome with exhaustion, having passed through
f intense emotional strain, we are not ourselves, We
rmust crosd the lake to Gadara, or withdraw to Tyre
‘&don, to rtest and recuperate in communing with the
gnd with those in whom His Spirit dwells. To such
s one is sympathetic. To an opponent in such con-
T would say, Let’s take time out. You need a rest.
, fight of faith is fought to convince and conviet.
here, I feel, something clse obtained. As we saw
this Praeses, unlike Saul, Samuel, and David of old,
but ‘little spirit with his office, and the Rah-Rah-
ostered in the ehureh today is a well without water.
ot weariness in the fight, but weariness of the fight.
tears lacked salt: repngnance to evil, zeal and ardor
§rist, intensity for the spiritual. This depression is but
d of Bergemann’s abundance: ‘‘I’m full of it up to
{his neck), blurted early in the controversy, when ex-
y . Gruendemann. There is only one way out. Pracses
cannot do anything with joy of the Holy Ghost, until
‘unpacked the Paul Hensel and Gruendemann Cases.
he weight that is crushing the District direetly, or
, burdening the heart of every man, woman, and
hin its confines. The way of the evil-doer is hard.
ere well to call to mind one of those eharaeteristic,
vations of Prof, Koehler’s, concerning sentimentalism
gbjectiveness, made again in his recapitulation of Ephe-
1.3 in the October 1936 issue, p. 6. Wagner has traps-
Fit thus:

e second thing we note in the spiritual mood of
eads to the further knowledge that subjectiveness is
in keeping with the Gospel. Subjectiveness, first of
tots up its owner’s individual mental make-up as the
ard for our conceptions and for the conclusions and
is - that follow from them, With this human sub-
eness the common corrupt characteristics of the hu-
mind then force themselves into the conceptions and
feonduct of the church, namely, sovercignty of the indi-
-‘intellect and will togsther with weakly emotions.
different characteristics of the human mind are: cal-
jflon and speculation, busybodiness, allotria, and eon-
ness, lack of understanding for the other man’s side
flan obstinate tenaeity of spirit.
an subjectiveness parades itself as true feeling, being
et, however, nothing but cmotionalism and senti-
lity, Where such subjsctiveness enters into Christian
hing, there the objective genuineness and truthfulness
forrupted, and affectations and false pretenses ensue
fhe habit of life that is always the principal mark of
- days,’’

for, belated. SHpRELLTouEl A
t clpse. Hesitant, erestfallen, undecided he lingered.
pressly stated that he did mot feel like coming at all.
t know., Ife left, and I went to join my family,
door bell called me back again. Fg conld not locate
Prolonged search within and without did not pro-
¥ihem, In vexation he suspected some ome of having
a trick on him. My assurance to the contrary seemed
geonvince him, My thoughts had immediately flown to
where leaning against the mail box of the parsonage,
hed Praeses Zich, after a similiar visit to Hensel,
; his flat tire. Both of these Praesides unable to
{ after their ckirmishes with PrOTE3'TANTS. Pankow’s
ddenly turned up in the glove compartment.
% this is not petty mockery at another man’s em-
ent and forgetfulness. The fact is, the Praecses lost
The distriet be so typically represents lost its keys.

Thg Ministry of the Keys is the peculiar authority
church, gIven By Christ to His Church on earth, to
e the sins of penitent sinners unto them, but to retain
118 of the impenitent as long as they do not repent.

8 sce how Dgnkow lost fhese koys. 1le came to Shi-
offjcial capacity lo show without a doubt how le

At the same time this -

- and abuse, yed, dastroy my brethren.

and his colleagues as preachers of righteousness had carried
out the will of a righteous God in disciplining evil-doers. At
the beginning of his preparatory visit Pankow said, he would
not have excommunicated in the Fort Atkinson ecase, which
case, he declared in the meeting with the congregation, is ‘“the
root of this matter.’”” This statement then means that the
Fort Case is inseparable from all other cases including mine.
(Note this!) In the midst of the discussion he pathetically
lamented the evil which meetings regarding the Synod matter
have been creating. At the close of our discussion he de-
clared himself reluctant to proceed with the meeting which
had already been arranged. Having left me, he was actually
unable to proceed, for he found that his keys were gone. Had
lie been ablz to sum up the whole situation, and to analyze
his own stand, he would have realized that he had not only
lost his car keys, but also the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.

Luther says, and we PROTES'TANTS teach, that the Keys
of the Kingdom, or, the Ministry of the Keys, is a ‘‘peculiar’’
authority, It is “‘peculiar’’ because it is always -connected
and wired to the Word, from whence alone its essence can
flow, and whereby it becomes identified with the Word, which
is Christ. This connection establishes authority, the divine

authority, so that ths one administering, using the Keys-is -

acting in the Name of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. The act is valid in heaven also, as though Christ, our
dear Lord, dealt with us Himself. Unto Him be thanks!
Pankow cannot -conneet up the Fort excommunications,
‘“ths root of this matter,”’ with the Word (he would not have
excommunieated).
prove my impenitence, and so his actions in the matter stood
and stand disconnected from the Word. But disconnected from
the Word there is mo peculiar authority, and there are no
Keys, They are lost and cannot be administered. Where
did they go to? Whither the wind bloweth (Joh.3:8). The
Lord gave them to the Church, to them horn of the Spirit.
But I am a member of the Chureh; I believe. Not when you
uphold an excommunication of which you say that you would
not have pronounced it. That is not faith. So you deny
my faith%— That lies in God’s sphere, I have shown you
that your actions are not born of faith. They violate the
Word of God and are godless. I defy them. They. persecute

them. = They are covered up with Seriptural phrases, their holes
are patched with sweet brotherliness such as ‘‘der Liebe nach
annehmen,’’ and ‘‘You must have confidence in the officials,
they make a show piety. I hie me to Mt, Carmel to borrow
of Elijah’s mockery, to Wittenberg for some of Luther’s con-
tempt for papal keys and dump it all upon your so-called
‘“gottgeordnete TWeg.”’ As long as you continue to identify
yourself with your godless actions, there shall be war between
us, as it was between Israel’s Lord and Amalek,

Without Keys the Chureh is done for. When they are
jost, there is darknmess instead of light. There is no spark to
produce action, but only a dead set-up of divers, mechanical
parts, eonstituting a machine, which may be all right in itself,
but useless without the keys, capable only of moving down-
hill. Move it will, and move it must. For—don’t you for-
get it—the devil is playing his dirty tricks. With him at
the wheel, ceclesiastic authority, his substitute keys, in the
instrument board, the machine, ever gaining momentum, goes
tearing along, destroying every one who will not give the
right of way to it. Or it moves with slow, deliberate progress,
if the sitnation ealls for it. .

‘Wihere shall we flee when it bears down on us and on our
children? Stand fast—in liberty. Stand firm —in faijth.
Take they our life, goods, fame, child, and wife: they yet have
nothing won: the Kingdom ours remaineth. Tear not, little
flock! Are we not troubled on every side yet not distressed,
we are perplexed, Lut not in despair; persecuted, but not for-
saken; cast down but not destroyed; always Learing about the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our bLody. By louwor and dis-
honor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet
true; as unknown, and’ yet well known; as dying, and behold,
we live; as chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,

e was at a loss to conneet mine up, to~ -

I attack and denounce .
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