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By the grace of God, Aseen81on Eva Lutheran Chuﬁah w111
observe its twelfth vear of service to the community @f v
Eseandld@? Californis .on Aprjl 21 1980m From its humble
beglnnlng of conducting Sebv1ce9 in the ESCOHdld@ WQman g .

i .
'Club o240 Sm Br@adwayg'ta.lts present day Iaell;ﬁles which j

1nc1ude,a church edifdce and an education/fellowship unit,
Ascension Lutheran Church has grown ffom approximgtely_twel?e
Saulé td_oveﬁ 160, Its purpose has been to serve the people
of Escondidp with the Gosgpel of Jesus Christ in all its trdfh
and purity and to provide a Christian education for its |
children. |

AscenSion had its beginning in %hé'?all of 1967 when MF;
Harry E. Pasch and Mr. Kurt E. Rolland together with Rev,
Lowel Smith of Reformation Lutheran Church in San ?ieg@
discussed the'p@ssibilites‘af starting a mission congregation
in the Eécondido area, The gulckly growing 150 mile épén W
between San biegb and Los Angeles was at this time almost
void of WELS}acﬁivity@.lThe oppgrfunity and potential for
growth was asfoﬁndingg Escondido, located 30 milesﬂnapﬁhtof
San DiegG seemed a likely area to bégin the continuation of
WELS éxpansion into Southern California especially with the
interest shown by residents in the area. ;

On April 11, 1968, a special meeting of the Executdve



“Board of Refermation Lutheran Chureh, San Diego, was held to
diSCusslthe matter of opehing a branch congregation in Escondido,
The Mlnutes of that meeting are recorded below*

" Minutes of special meetlng 0f the Executxve B
Board of Reformation Ev. Lutheran Church,
San Diego. April 11, 1988, 8:45 pm.

Reformation Ev. Lutheran Church accepted to.
establish a branch congregation in Escondido,
to be called Reformation Ev. Lutheran, )
Escondido Branch, with services to be ‘held i
at the Escondido Woman's Club, 240 S. Broad- |

: way in Escondido with first services at

| 9:00 am. Sunday April 21, 1968,
Rev, Lowell Smith will be vacancy pastor, e
Synodical affiliation will be with WlSuﬁnSln ’
Ev, Lutheran Synod. -

Motion made and seconded that Kurt Rolland
be appointed assistant VYice President and
Harry Pasch be app01nted assistant Treasurer

" of Reformation in care of offices in FEscondide
branch. Motion carried unanlmcusly@ Offices
acdepted by same respeetlvely

Reformation Evy Lutheran'af San Diego offered
loan of $7J900 to Escondido branch to be -
used to pay current bills and repay the same
from donations received.
$75.00 to be deposited in checking account at.
Security First National Bank = Escendido Branch
in name of Reformation Ev. Lutheran Church, !
San Diego, Escondido Branch.
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm,
(Signed) Harry E. Pasch
April 21, 1968 marked tha beginning of exploratory Serv1ces
in Escondide, In its early stages, Rev. Loweli.bmlth togethen
with‘Revg FEdgar Hoenecke, Rev. Paul Heyn (then chagrman of the

California District Mission Board}, and Vicar Carl Otto

alternated in serving the congregation each Sunday. The first
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‘geven weeks showed an average attendance of 25 per service,
The following was recorded in perscnal notes about the first
few Sundays of Ascen51on g existence:

.‘~Sundayg April 21, 1968. First service @f
"Reformation Eve Lutheran Church, Escondide
Branch held at 9 o'clock at Escondido
Woman's Club. Total of 4l persons in atteﬁhﬂ
dance with donations of $66.31. Pastor Paul
Heyn of San Diego gave forst sermon with quests
from Bscondxdc, Vista, Ocean31de, Fallbr

- and San Diego in attendance.

Sunday, April 28, 1968, Pastor Hoenecke
preached the sermon today. .Had 22 .in
attendance. Thought low attendance may .
‘be due to time change, Guests from San
Diego and Esccndidon :

‘Sunday May 5,.1968, Third service, Pastor
Smith spoke. Had guests John Brenninger /
and Mrs. Peterson. 15 in attendance. :

Sunday May 19, 1968, uth service, Vicar
Carl Otto from Alplne spoke. 16 in
attendance,

Sunday,f*MajrffZS,Al%Bc PastorvHoenecke
spoke, 31 in attendance. Had church's
- first baptism =~ Heidie Kristine Caauwe.

Sunday, Jdune 23 1968. Pastor Hoenecke
spoke again today. Held Communion service
after regular service -~ 33 in attendance .
at service = 13 gommuned after reguiar - ;
service,

On August 1 1968, Rev, Gilbert B. Seager, the Callfornla
District MESSlQnaPy, became the first resident pastor of the
congregation. On Janﬁary'QS, 1969, the migsion éohéreéa%ioh o
was formally.organized‘aéﬂAscension Ev. Lutheran Church, and
two heeks later, on February 9, 1969,. the church wWas. 1ncorporated.];

A

«'On March 7, 1968, a' group of interested people in Oceanw

"Slde £ 20 imd lesuweSt’beESCOndldo)J mef*thh”ﬁasfeﬁiSéégeﬁ‘%dﬁﬂ?



.discuss fhe possibilites of Starting a mission G@ﬁgfé?&ti@n
there. After a mumber of anulry classes and meetlngs thh the
Ca11f0ph1a District MlSSlOﬂ Board charrman, it was recommended
to the General Miasion Board that a mission be Started in thls
communlty@ Thus, on March 30, 1969, Palm Sundayg 27 beilevers
from Oceanslde joined thexWELS by reaffirming the true Lutheran
faith at Ascension Lutheran Church in Escondido. F;ve others'
of the Oceanside group were already mambers of AseenSLOn at
'thlS tlme, |

On July 30, 1989$ Candidate Lyle W, Lange was ordained and
lnstalled as the first pastor of Ascension. ‘Pastor Seager
moved to Oceanside at this time to serve our new congregation‘
there, |

At the Fortieth Biennial Convention of the Wisconsin Ev@{‘
Lutheran Synod, conducted on August 6-13, 1969, Pastor I. G.%'
Frey, President of the Arizona-California Distriect, recommended
Pagtor Lyle Lange and Ascension Ev. Lutheran Church fop
membership in the Wiscohsih Synod. Theibhurchis coﬁstitutiog
had been examined and abproved by the District Committee on |
Constitutions ‘and. Legislation. From this pOlnt the congrem'
gation began looklng inte possible sites for permanant locatlon.

In Octoben of 1969, 3.73 acres of land on North Mldway Drlve
were purchased as the site of a future church, parsonage and
day school. Pasmov and Mrsg Lange had been living in a rented
apartment up to this time. In July of 1970, ground was broken

for the new 1600 sq. ft, parsonage, and on September 20, 1970,



it was dedicated,

Since the installation of ?ast@r Lange; the congregation
had grown to over 40 communicants. The members of Ascénsi@n
werg%aiming af én early self-support status. Fundiﬁg foﬁ the
chapel building had been delayed at this ﬁime¢:>With the parp=
sonage built and a church building.ta.bé[builtvinhthe nearp :
future, an active canvaés and,evangeliaﬁ Program was undertéken
in tﬂe néighborhaod of the church site, R -

Ascension did not have fo wait long for funding for its?
churéh building. In April of 1971, funding was granted from
the éhﬁrch Extension.?und for the erection of a church and
- fellowship unit on the property. Bids were received in August
and on November 7, 1871, ground was broken for the construction
of the new edifice. Duane Anderson, architectual consultant
o the WELS, submitted the design which was one of five GBHM
chapel schemes for mission congregations. Opiginallyg the |
3,300 sq., ft. building was to cost $97,000. However, as is
usually the case, hidden costs and’unfof%een problems arése;
which hike&the coét of construction. Mainiy due to tight i
city regulations governing land developement, the ultimate
cost of the structure ww@s be $120,000, The final cost would
have been higher yet had not the congregation done a,gréat
deal‘cflfinish work and landscaping themselves, AfterAa lot
of hard work and eager anticipation, the day finally arrived
when Ascension Lutheran Church was ready to hold its first
servi&esg On June 11, 1972, at th@‘10315 am., service, the

door was opened, the congregation entered, the liturgical



books and sacred vessels of the church were praesented and fhe a0
rite of dedication was hegunol In' the afternoon, a specia1v%3G@
o'clock service of thanksgiving was conducted with Rev. . Lowell
Smifhlaf Refarmati@n Lutheran - Church in San Diego asﬂgﬁeﬁté
speakeﬁ for thg cccasion. The congregation @ﬁ ESQ@ﬁdidO"%
numﬁered 61 communicate members and 30 souls at this Timegz

s 4 . . 3 N ‘,

The year 1973 mavked ano%heﬁ milest@np in fh@ hlaxary of

i

Ascenglong The congregatlon ﬁeach@d sp1tusuppcrt status, |
recéiying no pperatlng subsidy from synoda About-thlsisamé
time, a gfowiﬁg concern was being expressed by %ﬁe members of
'the:congregation to éericusly considerithe start of a Chriétian
day schoélvinvﬂscondidam Various members of the cangregation
had forisome time been transporting their children to the
Christian day:school at Refﬁrmation-in San Dieg@‘each day
which meant a rvound trip distance of Sd or more miles. Thé
congregation hadvélanned +o start a day school in_theﬂFalllaf
1975, but the,enevgy crisis played a major vole in starting the
school a year earller than planned Apprcvai was granted the
vcongregatLon to open 3 school in the Fall of 1974 thh one;'
'teachep for grades 1 = 80 Duplng the first yearW the fellowahip
area of the church was used as the classroom for the 21 students
enrolled. The school is supported by the CDngvegation.with no
tuition fee for its members ,

The first féacher of the school was Miss Marcia Lindeﬁann,_
a graduate of DMLC. She served the school until herp resignation‘

in 1978, The present teacher is Mr. Keith Bowe.



T,

With:thelaid of a SEF loang Ascensicn broke ground for a
new school building én Sunday, July 20,1975, The 1456 sq. ft,
unit was to serve as & classroonm for grades 1 - 8, Suﬂday S;hoal
rocmé,.and a fellowship halle Mr. Gerald Vanselowﬁlfhe'con;
’ sulting architect for the‘WELS, submitted the plans for the;new
" structure. bn Sunday, November 64,1975, in the 10:15 am, service
- the building was dedicated té the glory of God andvthé,service

of His children. Rev; Lowell Smith was the guest speaker at a
special 4:00 ofclock afterncon service,

In_Aﬁgﬁst 1978, Pastor Lange received and accepted a call
to DMLC as Professor of Reiigicng Pastor Samuel Kugler of
Falbrook sérved the members of Ascension as vacancy paSQOp ;
until the installation of Rev, Hugo Warnke on January 7, 1979,
Pastor Warnke is the second and present pastor of the congrégationg

Ascension Lutheran Church has beén active in recruiting;
its young people for full time work in the church. Taldate:
it has sent three men who ?re presently students at Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary, and one woman who is presently a Studentgas‘
DMLC. Since 1974 the congregation has helped itsbminisféﬁiéi
students each yeép\with a $100,00 scholarship from the Robert
Lange MemorialvFund esfablished in memory of the infant son of
Pastor Lyle Lange who died thét same year, |

On the attached sheet is recorded the statistical reports
to the Synod for Ascension Lutheran Church. - The reports for the -

vears 1968 ~ 1978 show the trends of the congregation in a11_ 

aspects of its existence,
. 0o
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GROUNDBREAKING FOR CHURCH  11-7
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New offlwrs mf %he As cension Cvangdicai Lutheian .’
Church of Escondide are . {(from. left if front) Raymond.
Conrad, Willard Polzin, Raymond Jacques, Henry Paseh

" and Donald Rébar; (from left in back) Gaylor Scott, John
" Paris,  Edward Lochmoeller and Kurt Folland. Rev.
Gilbert B. Seager, first resident pastor of the church; is at

the far Xeft The chureh whs mcorporated Feb. 8, and

services are held al 10 a.m. Simday at the Escondido -
Woman’s Clubhouse, 240 8. Broadway. 1t is affiliated with -

' Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Plans are being -

made {0 purchase a church site with three acres for

church, parsonage and future school.

ks




: - —— — - -— — . pelrg
3 NI BT RIS B RIS B S N A B L ! >
A = T ~ sl - i~ =) ;
R =yl ~ i q?w — \wh.e..ﬁﬁ m\ \wr L LL
i ‘S o S L ] - Tig - R I A i\ L i
. 3 = = 2 0 - R —~ Ex R 8 A e ™~y -l m —
e SRS T O 2 Fla | o TMAERT W s] N =1 2 S /
g ~2 i~y z - 3 Y = ~1 e =
R IR BN S T T ™ 5 — , ,
E o | > ~ : O ol BN ~ {3~ 9 | LU
R S I Y ~ I B R B - 0D T il I Bl PNOY IR P [ e o RV k
A B TS R R Som Mwu h R R T N I PN 3 ™ N AR T .
TR o~ ° ~— 2 —~ N = {
..\m =~ ) - o o m m - 3 - N . o~ 5 N e :‘N%_\.m.ﬂ mwv f mm\@m
= & sr , ~= 3 - o : =19 < | D S
N - =l S A = = ?0.\.; o % o M ~N *8 3 S 2] _— -~ W.r = Nt —~ 6 AL M,TM,IN W\
RSN B~ 0 I ) IR B =~
Pt dq i ™ i it b
. e
S I o o : - : b w@ i ]
- s =2l = . ; i _|e b L] L
PE SIS T RIS 8 Y sl gl w R~ S S il Bt = N R (Y e IR LY YA VS A
R S - L AL e T ) , : ,
PP N ) e N s o
E - . 2 o o : zZ| =
M : all Sl TR IS wn £ (Y 1Y N I ~ gl o Ny
i AU G S W o Nt I o - 3 R Y W w} | M- M | - -~ *+
SIS R N N BN S R I S s E R I I S EHEE RIS
; o =
m\ N ﬂ ™ o~ -
: . = olg| g -
H - oo o > M = — > RN
w.l el RN SN ISV (P BN B B B B A k,.i%v'mr? ) ,MM e % LvaN,WWLuLZiuui
=% o Ll - - ~
—t A e - —l = T
i " o =1 - o e
,w samang mwwwm [2'd v} GISIvE [D'dreew| 03SIVY U.ac.q_ J3sivE |74 ._:.._ LEHLE] : _\wm_ m w. :_“L,,.H.r :Hmm :“.u,.“uw ‘_._n:.w
TYEIAYL oy . Lisiatpng sarating sweniog 8L E T L 1D
- $35C42NG - ¥ 2225 ws 1B - -
na kel e S i R
I 1ol 43Hi0 acnis | . IRl =) Mt e L 7 61s
302 (0 wmie) SROUNEIRINGD _ o romsada e br = min® ST
et = N mﬁg = LR
.- .AOHAS %n?oam;: - C@LLl =~ 7Ll LHOdEE TYOUISILYIS . EMI U i w
) - '1“ — e et A
: 0
T = \\,%.T\ﬂ:w W& I &
ol wlEl e AN sl 7 Yol et €
= : >| ] ) i) g kSl ; .
et 8 dspuiizli [dsiozl 91621 = (D | @ %M £ |75 oq 2phy | B 5
~ ~l R B
- 2 »
a
»bwey 3 v
~ b ] . ® o b dallsl
S A 3 |7l ST Lz SW L e =
M/ 5l e " 2 [P GZH ] [ o] e 9 kzl =~ @ )...N dﬂm :mw%»g w\:A..M Ll . -
N IR N v
, ) :
ks 3 Mg izl e b
g ~9 3
~ 4 :
~ o~ 3

.imOmmm adurmb.r.pm

g osemsy - n spely reseTic o BLb - 8761

o S T s § - -d

et SnSe b S




I
.&../.
v
AR
T3
z
>
S8
g ¢
by
0
[
e
ron
[
50
c
P
o
™

T Ve

!
' 1
i
i

Z
H
i
H
i
H
{
i
i
;
i

thp . s

b it Stoveas

e

i

eI Ty e R e T

§52657

-

8T \Mnmamc gL Y o mEouE} [DIpIOT Y
DBUDNT DT SHLGIM PRIOIYY ION
SMUEYHUOT g YO UOJSIIA FIOM Bugpcddng @ -
5 kmmu::u #jqig Bunerequp) sy Sudelby e
“wnyding o bcypndzuf ays Buissgue) @ -

4uny3 Qﬂnx_i 1024|90UGAT FAYDAIISUOD ¥ -
Fure E mz i 4, Bdipssn gy “urm ¢ [oosps iﬁsm
BEADoIG WRS GYE

ﬂ..u SAYWOM Omwm?@Umw

n,mciiﬁo:a ;
mmwﬁmmm%g ,
mﬁwu m@mma%mﬂ

© PHTM 8419 010G 41 5Ly usﬁnmi Y

-y-

YOIYIINI *dn1D S.HYWGM OGICROISI






