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In my search for He family history regarding the

publishing of the first American English Book of Concord (New

Jarket, Virginia), I came across the name of a rather interesting

ot

character in the person of Anthony Jacob Henckel, the first

American Henckel and the Tather of the Lutheran Henckels of this

country., 1 believe him to be worthy of consideration as one of

the earliest Lutheran pastors in Awmerica as well as the father of
an entire generation of Confessional Tutheran ministers in this

country. It is my objective, therefore, to compile a biography

o
X

of the life of Anthony Jacob Henckel, to account for the activities
and nministries during his years in America and to briefly offer

S,

Uj

as to his influence on early American Lutherani

Anthony Jacob Henckel was born October 27, 1668 to Georg

Henckel and his wife Anna Bulalia Dentzer. Anthony was the

o o
i

oldest of the couple’s

o
i

ive sons, the first child being a daughter

born April 19, 1667 .. Asg was the custom of the day, oult oI

Anthony was baptized the very sawme day of his birth in Mereunberg,

Germany by Pastor George Anthony Reinhardi, who was also one of
his godvarents(Rev. Reinhardi probably agreed to be godparent,

because Anthony Jacob, being the eldest son, was considered a

idate for the ministry). (Henkel, p. 25)

The existing records and higtories do not provide much infor-

mation concerning the Henckel howme life. Georg Henckel
) O H
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was the headwmaster of the school in Merenberg (sometimes spelled

wd

Mehrenberg). His name is always preceded by the title "Herr.’
This Title apparently weant something wmore. then, than 1t does

today since Herr Georg Henckel seems Tto be the only one mentioned
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in the early family records with such a title. Herr Georg Henckel

died in the early part of 1678, leaving behind six children and

~

his wife (his last son was born post-humously). Anthony Jacob

1 3

at this time was only ten years old. Virtually nothing is known
about Anthony Henckel's childhood. After the death of his father
hig wmother along with the children wmoved back to her childhood
home in Steinberg, which is presently the village of Steinmerk.
Perhaps she had family living in the area. She died in her home
town in the year 1700,

Meanwhile, while living in Steinberg, on May 5, 1688 at the
age of tweﬂtyg Anthony Jacob Henckel enrolled at nearby Giessen
University, under Prof, Michael Heiland. In 1692, Anthony passed

his examination in theology, received his diploma and graduated .

from the Giessen University. Upon graduating, he received his

tirst call, by letter, to Ausweller in The Palatinate. Awparently

for unknown reasons, he never arrived at this post.. Instead, in

1692, following his examination in January, Anthony Jacob was

called instead to the church at lLschelbronn., The patron, by whom
he was called, was Baron John Anton of the ¥elz and his brother
Philipp. He was ordained as pastor of Bschelbroun on Februsry
28, 1692 by John Christopher Wildius, pastor at Hoffheim. Sometime
shortly before or after his ordination, Anthony was married to
VMaria Blizabeth, The ©two had twelve children., While pastor at
Techelbronn, Anthony recelved an appointment to the Church at
Monchzell, whose patron was the Baron John Melchior of Vestenburg
{(von Festenburg), after whouw Anthony‘named one of his Sons,

ator at Bschelbronn and Monchzell

Inthony Henckel remained p
a relatively short time, In the summer of 1695, roughly three

)

years after his ordination at Bschelbroun, he accepted a call to

S



a dual pastorate
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jurisdiction in this wmatter, Rev. Henckel succeeded in having his

church and wmonieg restored to him until 1708,

By this time, the electorate had changed hands and the Ca-
filector, John William, was in power. Again in January of 1708

the order for the sgiwmultaneous use of churches and revenues Dby

Catholics and Tutherans was issued. Inasmuch as the flector

himself had not issuved the decree, nor had he received orders

from his own eran Consistory, Rev. Heunckel refused to yield,
standing on the electoral decree of Philip Williaw, 1687,

There seems Tto have been a standoff in the issue, with Rev., Henckel
holding the church, But in July of 1709, an klectoral order

use of the

C
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stholics,
open the door with

sghared the building

tev, Henckel left in 1714. Here we see the beginning of the events

my

which caused Rev. Henckel to emmigrate to America. The next

elector, Charles Philip, eventually ordered the Lutherans to

(u

hare the church revenues with the Catholics., NWo conscientious

Tutheran pastor could continue hig ministry under such circumstances.

From Daudenzell-Breitmebronn, Henckel once agaln was appointed

i}

to the post alt Monchzell in 1714 where he rewained only a short
e

while, At this time, he moved on to serve at Neckargemund where

-

he remained until June of 1717. While serving at these parishes,

was involved in two situations which further

resolve to come to America.

incident had to do with his patron Baron von I'es

e
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;

enburg and immediately preceded Henckel's departurve for America.

The other incildent ig siwply another bout with the Catholics,



while he was pastor at Neckargemund, which he also lost. The
incident with von Festenburg, however, merits further discussion.
Tt seeng that this was the perverbial gtraw that broke the cawmelr'g
back and, as 1 sald earlier, sent Rev. Henckel packing his bags
for the Wew World,

It seewms that upon his arrivalliat The pastorate at Monchzell,

Henckel found the church in =2 This, he found out,

the oppression of Baron von Festenburg. Von Festenburg

to

was due

hurch lands, from which the income for the

pastor was to come, and was using thewm for his own purposes.

Meanwhile, he had the pastor of the church at Dschelbronn serving

the people of Monchzell. Serv

uction of the youth had not gone on in eighteen years.

Upon finding the situation untenyable, Rev, Henckel registered a

complaint with von Festenburg's superior, Prince lLrnest Tudwig
of Hesse. (After which von Festenburg diswmissed Henckel frow his
post), After repeated correspondence with von Festenburg, none of

which was shared with Heunckel, and without any further investiga-

+

tion into the matter, he ruled in favor of von Festenburg on
July 29, 1717. In all probability, Rev. Henckel had already departed

v

for Americe before this ruling. This wmay explain Ludwig's reluctance

to investigate the matter further. (The matter was, however,
later resolved and Henckel was shown to be in the right.) (Henckel,

Pp. A450-465) .

for America

As T said earlier, the Rev. Henckel set
cometime in June of 1717. He arrived in this country in Sepltember
of that same year "ag an exile,” (Wents p. 48)  Thig is established

el

by a record of

Melchior Muehlenberg. In 1762, Rev. Henckel's

\Jt



son-in-law died, Muehlenberg conducted the funeral and wrote the

obituary stating that the deceased had come with hig father-in-1ls

Rev. Henckel, To America and had lived in Penngylvania for forty-

blishing Rev, Henckel's arrivel in 1717

The records are scarce concerning Henckel's activities in

the church was newly organizing. After

landing in

York, Rev, Henckel, along with his lar

DT
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made his

had earlier begun the first German ILuthers 0 congre gation in

ualben, p. 200) in 1708 and Henck

ey

Pennsylvania, (G

ived

1. Barly in of 1718, Henckel bought

g parcel of land and settled down. This was the beginning of hi

ministry in America; & winistry which,

it., Henckel used Palkne:

than any

i in the area. Neve says, "He wmade Falkner's Swamp
his residence, reviving church activity “there and ministering to

and familieg in all the surrounding territory.™

n. 48) The iwmportance of Rev, Henckel's wministry to the people at

must have been tremendous to thewm. They had been

i

astor since the

o i 1, I
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himself nine vears prior, The first church (probably a log church,
built in 1704) had virtually fallen into ruins. Butbt by 1719,

erected @ new church on land dounated by one of
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w Hanover had a regular

2t the early settlers at e

minister in Anthony Henckel would be a

Ta oo ~tora were alt New Hanover, but he gerved everyoue

e could rerch. Neve says, "He did vigorous piloneer work until |
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v (Weve, pg. 48) Finck describes Hencke




ministry in this way: "He was a waen of great physical strength,

et tall,bold and cour

reous, true to the principle of
nis Church and full of wissionary zeal,v (Finck, pg. 97)

Furthermore, he writes of Henckel's travels: "He is supposed to

have traveled on horseb

known to have Lﬂll“” all of

o selbtlement known

Hanover, One - such

as Schipback where

tween two D ministers, Another such set

vtoof Tuliohoco Henckel visited on . sgeveral occasiions

o build a church,
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and encour:

Rev., Henckel had on the

rch of hig day. He seems to have been responsible either
'y Tor the building.of several churches,
Apain, this would Tend to establish a group of Lutherans more

generation of pastors

places for the next

U\

sionary preachers 1lik

o}

to conduct & more local ministry. M

-

Henckel tended to do the spadework for generations to come, They

the Toundation on which others could later build,

making the work of future generations of pastors in Awerica wmuch

that Rev. Henckel occasionlly served were

A

wekel found himself in The midst of an argume

Germantown and Fhiladelphia, (Gualben ig of Tthe opinion that Henchkel

founded the churches: *,,.,1t is 1]

gregations at Philadelphia and Germantown, !
Eap

(Gualben, pg. 201) With his reputation for organiszing Tutherans

to bulld churches and form congregations, it
+ -l 7

L.

is likely that

of these two congregotions if not the founder. Most historians

at least instrumental in the establishing
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every place

on the frontier. It

sermans ag far off as Virginia. Bubt in those days

on frontier, there were wmany scattered groups of German Tuthe: .
T not for men like nckel and Talkner, many or most of
these ple would have gone totally without any spiritual care.
these frontier people was difficult work. But the work
wag important in the the frontier winister helped to
1 villages and communities and even swall groups of
families settled together., He helped to organise and solidify
settlements asg permanent communities by encouraging the building
of churches and schools. The frontier pastor indeed played
2 role in Tthe country's advanceuent westward as well ag being the
only wmeans of soul conservation on the frontier. Anthony Jacob
such a dedicated individual who made his contribution
faithful service.
his most impertant contribution to American Luther
was simply the fact that he came with his fawily which continued
to wmake many contributions to Lutheranism in this country. Rev,
Henckel's own children were active in the church., Hig gre
grandson, Rev. Henckel had five sons who became Lutheran
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His death occurred on a retbturn trip from cne of his

Germantown and Philadelphia, While on his way home he fell from

~

horge suffered a f= injury. He died at the age of sixty-





