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GOD*S SPECIAL GIFT T0 THE
MICHIGAM SYNOD:
PASTOR CHRISTOPHER I, EBERHARDT

T HE EDUCATOR

-

In the study of church history, one meets many interest-
ing and outstanding peovle, each playing their role in the
scheme of history. Yet there is but a handful who seem specially
gifted hy God and well suited for very special tasks. These men
God placed in circumstances which required the full use of their
gingular talents and granted them the privilege of serving His
kingdom so that their work in His name still affects us today.
In ocur admittedly somewhat small circle of the one hundred
twenty-six year old Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Svrod, one such man
is Pastor Christopher L. Eberhardt. Through the grace of God,
Eharhardt left his mark on nearly every aspect of the Michigan
Svnod, now Michigan District, which he helped to fourd. The
full impact of his influence is beyond the scops of this paper.
This treatment of Eberhardt will deal with his role as an edu-
cator and the insftitution which was perhaps dearest to his
heart, Michigan Lutheran Seminary.

T

Pefore we begin our study of Eberhardt zs an cducator how-

ever, some background materizl on the man hiwself mayv rrove

~

helnful. Christovorer TLudwig Eberhardt was hbove or Jaruary 3,

1837, in Laufen orn the "eckar, Wuerttembere. ¥e died nn finril
27, "893, in Saglraw, ¥ichigan, TIn piz vouth, Fe cepved so ke

Father's apprentice in the weaver trade, vet he was Filled wi

jo

7 strong desivre to serve the Lord as a mesmorgenrr of
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He belonged to his hometown young men's Christian association
and the leader of this eroup, Fr. Krueter, recommended Eberhardt
to Rasel as "an industrious, gifted young man."

At the age of twenty-five, he entered the Mission House at
dasel to prepare for the preaching minis try and was graduated
four vears later in 1860.

His original destination was Africa, but hecause of

the situation, he was sent to America, which made

him feel as having been found wanting by the Iord

for the greater sacrifices of the African service. 2
Put as Eberhardt soon learned, there would bhe many opportunities
for sacrifices and hard work in Michigan, where the Lord direct-
ed him. Eberhardt and his close friend and classmate, Stephan
Klingmann "left Premen September 1, 1860, and z2rrived in Ann
Arbor, Wichigan, at the home of Pfarrer Schmid, September 27."-

Pfarrer Fr. Schmid had organized the first TLutheran church
in Michigan and had tried to establish a separate Tutheran synod
in the spirit of his home church body in Wuerttemberg, bub had
met with failure. However, after }llamann and Eberhardt had
joired him, men of a like mird from his own alms mateyr, Schmid
nermarently established the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Wichigan arnd
fther States. The new svnod was not without its share of dif-
ficulties though, for of the eight pastors that fourded ity only
three, Schmid, Klinemann, and Ebherhardt, remaired in i+t until

1

thelr deaths. The NMichigan Synod was crganized on December 10
Es

and 11, 1260, in the Detroit varsonage of a Fastor NMueller.,

and three laymen attended the meeting,

synod correctly recogrized as its chie

noze, home ion WDlr, which was sctually
arbelt, consis Jing ir gatrering and zervirg
ed Titherans =nd organizing them in cone

The naw gynod determined +o carvy oul ilts work in a true Tuthorss

manner, teachine the Word of God in =211 its trutr and puritv,
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Therefore the synod was founded on the Bible and the Lutheran

ronfessions. A very fine confessional statement was inserted
into the regulations governing the synod at the time of its
organization and read:
The Ev. Lutheran Synod of Michigan and Other States
acknowledees and pledeges itself to all the canonical
books of the Holy Seriptures, 0ld and New Testamentsy
as the only rule and guide of its faith and life,
and to all the symbolical books of the Ev. Lutheran
Church as the correct conception of the Scriptures. 5
The inclusion of such a fine confessional, giving the Michigan
Synod a firm scriptural stand, is creditéed to the influence of
Klingmann and Eberhardt, since Schmid had previously been unwille
ing to take such a firm stand, and indeed, remained somewhat
loose in his fellowship practices.
nefore the founding meeting in December of 1860, when Kling-
mann and Iberhardt first reported to Schmid, there were two
vacancies to be filled, one in the town of Adrian and the other
a mission field in Allegan County. Two men, two vacancless; but
who was to go whwre? Eberhardt made the decision easlily when

he simply told Klingmann, "I am strong and healthy and more able

to withstand the rigors of itinerant migssion work than you are;

T will go to Allegan County, and you shall go to Adrian. S0

Therhardt went to the village of Hopkins in Allegan County and

hecan hig work urder the direction of Pantor Hildrer, an older

ngel gradunte, His circult extended over three hundred oixly
miles and ineluded sixieen preaching slations in Allegar, Vosko-

£

zon, and Nttowa counties. At Paur of these shtatliors he corduacian

confirmation clasnes and served over one hundred Ti7ty famiiie:
the means of egrace svery throe weskKg, ab ambhitious urndertaking,

At the fourding =es n of the synod, he was officinily chnonen

as :t»‘ er R e N ) no) e d RATIoF - IR o
a8 1tineran MmLaslionaty, « wliHe an for NEGe a0 idnts ERI IR AR

herhardt soved Ria teodonovters Lo

il

while after this mesting
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Nwoseso and established several congregations in Clinton County,
Carrying out his duties as itinerant missionary, he made an ex-
ploratory trip to Michigan®s Upper Feninsula, and went as far

wost as Superior, Wisconsin, at the western tip of Lake Super-

ior. Durine this journey, he preached at such settlements as

0

Ontonagan, Minnesola Mine, CLiff Mine, FPortlage Lake, and WMare-
quette, The mining reglon was a vast and desolate area yetb
Eberhardt reported to the synod that there were many hungry
souls there that needed to be fed. He made a strong appeal for
the synod to begin work there immediately, for there was not
even one Frotestant pastor in the area, but no activity weas
hegun hecause of the severe lack of manpower in the synod.
After his triv, Eberhardt was very 11l for a time and had
to curtail his itinerant work. He then accevted the Call to
St., Paul Ev. Lutheran Church in Saginaw, being installed there
December 37, 1861. IDberhardt faithfully served thls congrega-
tion for thirty-one years until he died in 16975, However hig
missionary spirit remaired very much alive as he feunded con-
sregations in the surreounding areas of Flttelfranken, Franken-
trost, St. Charles, Chesaning, and West Eay City. 1In the three
vears he had spent irn Wichigan, Eberhardt made quite a repula~

tion for himself, 1In his 1863 report back to Dasel, he wroie

idered him 'a

that "...Lthe 014 Tutherans cong

his congresation at Saginaw the ces =oool of Chnristisniiyv;

~y

g qeb RN O g oy e 3oy N TR Py L P T S
Bt theyv can®t question my confession ag O WuLrLLenLe:

The 01d Tutherans weare Al o comfensioral bode bub wid

ey

e pietiatic tendencliesz. Vel Eherhardi®s con’l

-

the arowire confessionallism of the Vieb i

-

Synnd and sontributed greatly to the Identity of

2ynode



While Sehmid laid the foundation of the Michlgan Synod, he
was not a strong leader doctrinally in confessional matters.
This hurt the synod in many ways; he was notb cautiug in the
screening of pastors and in the first decade of its existence,
the Michigan Synod lost about one-third of its pastors and con-
gregations. Put things began to clear up as Klingmarm and
Therhardt took hold of the synod. The Wisconsin Synod was un-
dereoing similar changes as men like Felm, Frenner, and Roeck
(of the game RBasel generatlon as Klingmann and Eberhardt) came
tp the fore in their svnod. In an effort to relieve thelr ex-
treme manpower shortage, the Michigan Synod had joined the Gen-
eral Council, a loosely federated organization which refused to
take a firm confessional stand. After repeated efforts a clean-
ing up the General Counclil failed, the Michigan Synod was left
with no alternative but to withdraw from membership. CZverhardt
had been elected president of the synod in 1881, a position he
held until 1890, and guided the synod into its third decade.
After expending a great deal of personal energy and effort in
a futile attémpt to revige the Ceneral Couricil, he made thizm
recommendation to the Michigan Synod in 1888: vWe must puhlicly
declare our position over against the General Council hy sever-
ing our connections with that body. Until we take thal sten, we

p 5 T

chall riechtfully be regarded as ar-Lutheran by posl’

« y =

MThose positive Tutherans of whicn Fherhardid wrote were the

tal

synods of Minresota and

nr

digcorain.  After leaving the Cereral
founcil, the Michigan Synod hegan recotiations to form 4 unlion
: 2 B L &

[ P

with these two synods and the Synodical Conference. Tnis was @

()

e
i}

huge stern and dei improvement for the atrife-worn oynod

11T

J
o

¢

ard led to an eventual merger which resulted ir the present

VRN =

A=ir Bv. Tutheran Synod.  Agaln, Hherhardt was largely

s
180

|

bive Lutherans.

Q

o
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responsible for this step.

The main difficulty with which Eberhardt was faced during
his term as president was confessionalism., Yet the underlying
cause of this trouble was the sever ]ack of manpower. The
synod was very mission-minded, in fact it became known asg the

Mission Synod, but lasting results of its work were very small

hecause the svnod could not place good staunch pastors into 1ts:

pulpits. It had to depend on men from Basel and volunteers
from other synods; there was no guarantee of these men's athn
ness to teach or to Ffalthfully lead their congregations in a
hHiblical and confessional manner.

The Michigan Synod in those early vears may well be
compared with a mass of driftwood which the winds
and the waves have carried to some sheltered spot
along the shore., There was some fine material in
it, men like Christopher Eberhardt who is Justly
called the "Fother of the Semirary," but most of 1t
was simply driftwood...Among them were unfalthful
and incavable mer, who by their 1ife ard teaching
brought disgrace and great harm to the synod, ard
therehy caused the synod to fall into disrepute. 9

President Eberhardt became painfully aware of the degparate

situation as he watched many of the congregations in which he

had worked defect to the United Evangelicals under the leader-
ship of false men. How hig heart must have bled for the unwary
and unsuspecting parishoners! Education wag the key. The

i

synod wasz concerned with education; in 1860, there were thire

teen zchools and in 1887, there were thirty-five cchools, ots
v thirtv-orne pastors and FTilve regular teachers. 7ut there waa
no geminaryv--no means for training future pasiore. Pherhardt

the meriousmness of the situatior and el shout, ol-

ginele~handadlv, to remedy the problem.
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President Eberhardt passionately urge

seminary by the Michigan Synod in 1884,

d the founding of a

In his report, he

agsked, "Is God about to gshow us a different way to come to

our aid?"10 The delegates agreed that th

and demanded immediate atiténtion to keep

tegrating.

e gituation was grave

the synod from digine-

They realized that God had shown them, through

painful experience, that they could not go on as they had and

survive as a %ible based synod. Therefor
of the convention, they resolved to began
OWn pastors as soon as possible, The res

the importance of training vastors be con

5
bde

nust rely on ourselves Tor such fralning
that the time is at hand for vractical r
A year later Michigan Lutheran

In 1885, the seminary was founded in

Manchester, a ville

e in that same session
the training of theiv
olution read: "That
sidered, because we

ingstead of others; and

$d
jd o

ealization of this de-
Seminary opened,

3.

then centrally located in the synod. What rezslly prompted iLhe

egtablishment of the semirary there was a

¥

the local congregation, Ceourge leimerding

two-story brick home available Lo the syn

SeMINATY . i
the synod could use the huilding for only
) = .

a place to begin. The seminary was opare

in Gcteber, two more joined. Tre next ye

the geminary, bringing the second year eny

these ten students, five sventunlly enter

stry. Ameng them ware Fred
dorf of Sagirvaw, men who Decamne prominent

whogse names are sHill well krnowrn hecouse

However ihere wag one provislor

gift by & nember of

er, e made a large

od tou be
ol N o it g e [
13 COY reannns UnETOWwW
twe vears. et 1t owan

d with slx students and
ar JL)\"-TO Moy e mers & Z';“;,, Cie

~ollment to ten, OF

cd the

J
il e
< LY o] "(7 £y & N 7
v Ing 4 Y IERY € i
- Lo o e Ty Fon EPRTUR oy
LYY G DI o i
uf their descerdanto,
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The problem of acquiring a faculty was solved when Pa
Alex Lange of Remus volunteered to train young men for the min-
istry besides carrying out his pastoral duties. Iange accepted
a Call to Manchester in 1885 just in time to begin the work of
the seminary. In the spring of 1885 he reported to the synnd

hat a few men had declared their intentions 1o enter the sem-

inary and was then authorized to institule the work, Lange was
a logical choice for such work, since begides his willingness
to undertake the task, he was an excellent teacher and had a
good deal of experience. Yet Lange's previous ministry was a
orecursor of the difficulties that lay ahead. "ILange had left
the Wisconsin Synod in 1870 because of differences concerning
the doctrine of the office of the ministryv and had joined the
Ruffalo Synod, then soon was called to a professorship at the
gseminary in Buffa]oo"jz The Michigan Syrnod had found an able
teacher but not of thelr own confessional conviction,

The establishment of the seminary at Vanchester wag, as men-
tioned, only temporary ard the search wag immediatelyv begun for
a sultable permanent site. Several congregations, seeing defi-
nite advantages in the close proximity of the seminary, asked
that the seminary be relocated in their community. Adrimn,

Saginaw, and Saline were the three Tavorites and they al

special promises in an effort %o galn the seminary. Ir the 1886
conference of the synod, Adriar was chosen sa the premarent site.
at a special meeting of the

Jre

» in January of 1887,
COﬁQ1derei voted down, ;
of Axrinw by a vote of
do not indicate vnmr fhﬁ
howeVer, in a2 notehook

matter in detai’ At son enoth he COMy

offer of Adrian with theu ard .

R . . . ~h E 3 N o - a1 2 B
the Synod weuld save T2,497,00 by locating ir facivow,

This savingg seems Lo hav
Sagziraw, for it had previousl;
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an indebtedness of more than $2,000.00. A saving
of nearly $3,500.00 represented a huge amount to
the synod, considering the fact that in the years
[ 1885 to 1888 the entire collections had never
reached the sum of $2,300.00. 173
Part of the reason so much money could be saved by choosing
Saginaw must be attributed to Eberhardt's own efforts. Appar-
ently, Eberhardt talked strongly in favor of Saginaw even after

the decision to locate in Adrian. But he did much more than

s Just talk in order to swing the vote. "He donated almost four
acres of land, drew the plans for the building, and made liberal
donations for construction and equipment. Even the old Seminary
bell was his gift to the school."lu 0f course the synod bene-
fitted not only in the Tinancial area by the move to Saginaw
but also in the nearness of Eberhardt. The seminary was Eber-
hardt’'s "baby" and he aided it not onlv through his teaching
but also through his father's guiding harid, watching over the
seminary with his mature, sound Lutheran eye.
Several sites were offered and considered in Saginaw, but

finally the Zoz2rd of Trustees of the synod chose the 2% acres
on Court Street, donated by Eberhardt, The ground-breaking,
laying of the cornerstone, and dedication of the gemirary took
place on August 28, 1887, whille the synod wag in session at
Saginaw. DPastor Eberhardt preached for Lhe service, using
Pomans 10:13-17 as his text. FHis sermon ended with the prayer,

The Spirit of the Lord rest upon us, and unite us

as true Lutheran Chrigftians in falth and love to-

ward Christ. May we love each other in deed and in

truth for Christ®s sake ard clir each other

cene heart and one coul slso in work which

to he carried on in the edifice we are erecting
the glory of God ard the temporal ard eternal wele

fare of ourselves and sur chlldren. 15

The main building, erected at & cost of 57,000, served zg Lho

classroom building, dormitory, aond refectory, os well so ihe
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residence of the director. The cost of equipment, the barn,

and other out-buildings added arother $1,871.€1 to the build-

.-~

ing cost. The reople of the Michigan Synod showed their sup-

nort for the geminary through their donations to the project.

When the doors ovened, only ahout $1,000 remained to he paid

of the almost 99,000 total hill,

The opvening gervice was held on September 20, 1887

. The

next day classes, recitations and lectures, hegan. Here a word
concerning the curriculum is in order. The courze of study en-
compassed a seven year schedule; four years were devoted to the
studies necessary hefore the actual theological work was begun

(our present Northwestern College materlal) and the other three

vears were a concertrated study of theologv (corresponrd
the currernt curriculum at Wisconsin ILutheran Seminaryv). Yowever,
because of the severe manpower shortage which prompted the found-

ine of the semirary, verv few students were able to remain at

the seminary for the full seven years bhut were put or accelernted

D

nrocrams and sent into their Tields early. The actual courses
at the seminary differed verv little from those still bheing

1or irn the

taueght in conservatlve seminaries today.

arclent lansuages and exegetical theology was iven by Director
Tange. Pastor Therhardt taught desmatics, mastoral theoluosyv,
homiletics, and mathratics. Tastor T, Puoer teughtl Sreliczh and
Teacher L, Sverling cornducted the muszlic elanses, As ls ohvious
from this listl of L
vourg men thelr doclrine, how 0T to ocare Tor
the souls of their Tlocka., Agsin the blesslas of 1the Tord iz
avidert Ir oroviding the Vichis w cE

T WL Y . | b " .y i . }, * - PR 2 B ! -4 b
(BB e Word To CRrYy o on TNLS MosTn o Imnort LT !
well worih noting iz the inclus’ of b



curriculum. Again at the urging of Eberhardt, the seminary

would teach 1ts men to communicate the Word of God to the people

in the larguage of the day and not stubbornly cling to the mother

tongue, Cerman, of mest of the older pastors. Two report cards

are included at the conclusion of this paper as an examnle of

the curriculum. The revort cards are of John Roekle and are a

summary of his first and last years, respectively, at the seminarv.
Dir. Lange brought eight students with him from Manchester and

six other students enrolled for the first school year at Sagirnaw

in 1887, "2t the close of the first year, July 285, 1888, iwo

candidates for the ministry, the first-fruits of the Seminary,

were gsent out to labor in the Vineyard of the Iord."16 Je T

Henning and H. Tuetjen were these first two graduates. For the

second vear at Saginaw, sixteen students were enrolled. TFrom

1TAABR tp 1202, the seminary enjoved the blessings of the Tord and

urderwent a perind of peaceful develonment. In thoss four years,

the seminary graduated twelve men who ertered the minisiry. The

synod roster of pastors was also increased by a dozen more men,

o
e

mainly from the FEurovean mission houses of Hermanmsburg and

te

At the 1888 convention of the synod, it was clearly evident
that Dir. Lange would have to be removed from office because of
his false doctrine concerning the ministerial call. It was rnot
2 pleasant task for Lange was well krnown for his knowledge and

™

"ut under the leadership of Tresident 0%

teaching ability.

tenchers

hardt, the synod did not
the Chureh. This again shows the ever increasing and growirge
contessionalism of the voung svrod, The $all to be direcior

of the school was then issued to former syrod president L1ire-

mann, wine declined, as did Pastor lederer, Tastor P, Huber theon



accepted the Call as director. Eberhardt continued to teach
at the seminary until his death in 1893, Teacher Sperling
continued to teach and Pastor 2. Merz and Pastor William Dod-
amer assisted. DRodamer wag pastor of St. John bv. Tutheran
Church in Saginaw and an early graduate of the seminary.
Thease were good years for the seminary and the synod as
well. A closeness and comradeship was developing that would
vrove a distinguishing characteristic of the synod, and later
the district, that remains to this day. This healthy attitude
was also fostered by Eberhardt, as 1s evidenced by a personal
glimpse at his character. His concern for the Lord's work,
the Yichigan Synod and the seminary was a living concern that
ruled his life. He was richly blessed by the Lord and gener-
ously gave of his talents and earthly gifts.
The students at the Seminary were always glad to
visit Pastor Eberhardt on his birthdate to congrat-
ulate him, for then he would dip into his pocket
and hend them a silver dollar. The Eberhardts nad

some means through the family of Mrs. Eberhardt and
used them liberally for the church. 17

The peaceful vears of 1882.1892 came to an end when certain
men in the Wichigan Synod refused to follow the ILord's guldance

when He opened another door to them to carry on Hig work, "When

the "ichigan Svnod consolidated with Wisconsin and Finnesota 1n

ve 4L

N
(O3]

18092, it numhered 57 congregatiors, 26 pastors, and 5 teachers.
Upwever the marriage of the synods did not take place without
much difficulty. Since the WMichlgan synod had withdrawn from
the (eneral Council, it was obvicus the cynod should find anethor
asenciation with which to ally iteelf in order Lo more effect-
ively carryv out verious aspects of church work.

fonference wes such a group hut was not crganized in a way Tuo

chigan Syneds = closer workine relationohin

greatly benefit the
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was needed. The opportunity to join the Minnesota and Wigscone
PP Y J

sin Synods presented itself and seemed a Fitting, if not ideal,

greed to support

solution to the situation. The three synods

)

combined activities and one such joint verture was the educatlon

)

of pastors and teachers. The Michigan Synod, under the leader-

n

ship of experienced men like Iberhardt and Tederer, acguiesced

€

to the decision to abolish the theological departmert at the
geminary and to turn the institution into a preparatory school
or academy.

We can well imagine how difficult it must have been for
Eberhardt to support such a proposal which would tuerrn "his

gseminary"” into a much less prestigivus academy. He must al

=

have wondered if Wichigan men sert to be trained in Viccornsin
would return to Michigan; would they again lose thelr scurce

of manpower? Yet Iberhardt did not sllow persorsl feelir

to blind him to the facts. Tt was a fact thet fthe three synods

even when combined did not need itwo semiraries, Two seminaries

was a luxury that could rot be afforded by
However facts can be cold ard hard and sometimes lorore the

[

emotions which often rur deep and hot., The Wichigar Zynod had

guffered for years because theyv had Falled 1o ow

inary. They had been Hurred badly hy anfsithful ard S rencherous

men wno led flock after flock astray. They had

ot

to Toel the results of their lshors, T rol o esny Lo g ;
up their seminary under zsuch conditicre, "The oloers FioWiioar
men and the Saginaw graduat Y oo entoeted o L !

el - R s s gm e T ey B I N R L
scnocl, and did rnet have the Trairving o

+- 5 £ . PP 2 . ap T e 1 1 1
nature oi reorgani owevar, ever thooooh b <
L T 3 ~ - -
favor 1it, Fbernsrdi | o Py SRR

heir owr school, built a fine bulldirne, and were Justl Legionine



in 1892, the theological department at Michigan Lutheran Sem-

inary was discontinued, though after his death In 1893, it was
started up again.

A small eroup of men, led by the members ol the seminary
faculty (not Eberhardt), bitterly ovpused the discontinuance

of the thevlogical department but did not dare galnsay Lber-

hardt while he was alive. After his death, they succeeded in
persuading the majority of Michigan Synod pastors to publicly

oppose the arrangement.

logical department at Saginaw., It would have been
better if Michigan had simply regected the peti-
tion and demanded fulfillment of the &greemeﬂi,

But the Joint Synod was moved by the hope of gQinw
ing the dissenters to make the Follow1*w concession:
"It will be extremely difficult to achleve a de-
sirsble theological training in the institutlion at
Saginaw. However due to the existing circumstances
we must leave the adjustment of the matter to the
honorable Synod of Michigan." 20

They desired a temporary continuation of the theo-

Pt

it

-~

on

5

However this arrangement led to a worsening of con H

small group remained with the Joint Synod and became known as

.

the Michigzan District, while the larger group cnerated the
T

thevlogical seminary. Due to mismanagement and the harsh treat-

ment of students by Dir, Zeer, the seminary was forced to close
in 1006, Thig brougnt the Michigan Svnod to i1ts senses and the
synod acain becmae a member of the Joint Syned in 1009,

to reopen the school as an academy. "It was Dr. Zrnst

town) who proposed the name Michigan Tutheran Semirory,

torical and sentimental reasons, "o This is ircdeed o Fit! ,

name, Tor the Tatin word .(.__(f’li: measns secd~ploh, o L

ig what Michigan Lutheran Seminsry remaing for our other gyrod

sehonlse Tt isg also interesting to note Lhat cven ofter 1000,

Michigan Lutheran Seminary remained very much ¥ichigan? SRAICIRN N
’ 1

Ever thoueh the Joint Synod conducted the sehool, Tro



Synod was respornsible for all additions, repairs, and improve-
ments, and even after the extengive reorganization of the Joint
Synod in 1917, the propertyv remained deed to the Michigan Synod
until 1041,

Throughout this troubled time, the synod was without the
wise counsel, prestige, and influence of Eberhardt, who had

17

died in 1893, As was demonstrated, he was sorely missed. His

na e N

death was a great loss to the Joint Synod, the Michigan Synod,
and especially the seminary. Yet even in his death, the sem-
inary herefitted. 1In his will, Eberhardt left arother acre of
1land (making a total of 3% acres donated), his library, and
5,000, which was the bulk of his estate, to the semirary. He
also willed "800 to St. Paul's Church of Saginaw. His friend-
ship and concern for his fellow workers shows itself in his do-
nation of a cemetery plot in Nakwood Cemetery, where he 1is
buried. He donated the large plot with the stipulation that

it would always be available to pastors of St. Paul's Church

and professors of Fichigan TLutheran Seminary and thelr families.
Several pastors of St. Paul's are buried there, the most recen
being Pastor Richard Gensmer, and several Michigan TLutheran Sem-

inary vprofessors® children, including two Hoenecke infants. One

of Wherhardt's trademarks was the doration of hells. te gave

two hells to St. Paul's Church, one to St. Peul's School,
one Lo Michigan Lutheran Seminary, bearing the inscripllon,

NRA ET LAPCRA (pray and work) which was hiza mobtio., T1 wag &

motto by which he lived and worked,

Clder membhers (of ShH. Faul's, 3.”

Fagtor ‘?ardt, mortally ill,

;YUC“Q”lO‘ his wife, wno died

mela the window LL the Ames

age “ﬂv' r "Wary, T'11l folliow you

later, on April 27, 1893, he did FQWLUW 22



o 4 (T
An evaluation of Eberhardt as a pastor and educator remains.

From the outset, Eberhardt exhibited "an upright and sincere,

true and faithful charsactéry. wholehearted in his attachment

to his Tutheran Church, always ready to contend for the true

confession without fear or favor."2J He brought these tria

and firm convictions to the Michigan Synod, which he helpedwto
found, and later served(as secretary, president, vice-president,
and trustee. He also served as the synod's first itinerant
missionary and as such, his character and influence was fel?
throughout the synod. He was tireless in his mission work and
continued to be a true missionary throughout hislife, but what
were the results of his efforts? Unfortunately, the fruits of
his labors in the vast mission fields of Michigan were very

few. "N all the stations he served in Western Michigan, only
the congregations in Allegan County remained with the synod.

. . . . . o
His trip to the Upper Peninsula was without any results, e

N

It wasn't that the men of the Michigan Synod didn’t care about

the work of Eberhardt; they were mission-minded people, members

of the "Wisgion Svnoed," but there were rnot enougn meo to fil
even the established pulvits, much less open rew ones, Also,

N

many of the men thal jolned the svnod were untrusiworthy in
their doctrine ard were slowly but surelv tesring apart the
syrnod. It was Fherhardt who seemingly flilret reallzed that o

change in procedure wsz mandatorv 1T the svnod wasz Lo curvive,
A school to train vastors weg indicsated as the onlv solution,

3 4

Ye was directlv resporaible for the syrod's declisicr Lo

such = eeminary 2% Fanchester in 17245, And tol¥ avtoot infl
encea avrod ho reverse o decioion, Lo
choose tozite of The Fatvy,  Gora it
the land, desirned the olildine, Taushi e olnasng, !




i
helped in management, not to mentlon the generous gifts of his

estate. He remained the semirary's "...gulding spirit to his

(R
WA

death in 18973, and his influence was felt for years after that,"=~

hat lasting effect has that influence had? It has been "..,
demongtrated that ¥ichigan Tutheran Seminary, and the district,
has produced a higher percentage of church workers that Lhe

b o~ ; IS R e @ Y% n26 R N e 111 -
other schools and districts of the Synod. hat 1s quite a
testimonial to Eberhardt and his school, as well as the spirit
of the district, engendered by Eberhardt. This is usually
referred to as the "Michigan Spirit" and indeed must te ex-

perienced rather than explained.

Therefore, Eberhardt had the privilege of being Cod's

0

speé¢ial =ift to the Michigan Synod. His influence was and 1
felt in the educational institution he fought for and cherished

so dearly as God's answer to the prayers of ¥is people. 350 in

conclusion, we car affirm that Eberhardt 1s rightfully called

-

", the 'father of the Seminary,' having not only beern lvg

mental in its founding, hut to s large extent responsible for

b

o

it contirued existence and physical well-being, even alter his

Sy

A1 o
deathn, "™~
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