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Introduction

During the decades that followed the dissolution of the Synodical Conference, it was not
unusual to hear about congregations, lay people, or pastors of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod seeking membership in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. As the liberal
element of the Missouri Synod of that era exerted its force, many confessional-minded members
of the LC-MS believed that it was time to break away from their former synod and establish
fellowship with like-minded confessional Lutherans. Today, four decades after the Wisconsin
Synod suspended fellowship with Missouri', our Seminary still receives the occasional request
from a former pastor of the LC-MS to undergo a colloquy and become a member of the WELS
ministerium.

While it is not uncommon for people or congregations in the Missouri Synod to seek
fellowship within the Wisconsin Synod, it would come as a huge surprise if a group within the
liberal Evangelical Lutheran Church in America desired to leave that church body and join our
Wisconsin Synod. Perhaps this is the most intriguing aspect in the early history of Redeemer
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cedarburg, Wisconsin. Redeemer Church found its beginning
in a small group of concerned Lutherans who had recently resigned their membership at Advent

Lutheran Church in Cedarburg®. Advent Church was a member of the Lutheran Church in

! The WELS suspended fellowship with the LC-MS in 1961; the Synodical Conference disbanded in 1963.
2 Advent Lutheran Church is located in downtown Cedarburg, WI, at W63 N642 Washington Avenue.



America, the most libéral among the Lutheran denominations of that time. (The LCA? would
eventually find its way into the 1984 formation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America*) By the grace of God, a small group from Advent congregation was led to recognize
the errors that were being proclaiméd in their church. That same group would be instrumental in
the establishment of Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church’ in Cedarburg, WI. The purpose of
this essay will be to examine the events which led to the formation of Redeemer Church and to
record the early years of the congregation’s history, until the time when its first permanent house

of worship was built in 1973.

I. Confessionalism Crumbling

It is strange how things can seemingly go along well and then one day an
individual or group of individuals sees that all is not well, in fact that very little is
well. But even so many people take no action to counter what they know in their
hearts to be wrong, they live with it, perhaps even become accustomed to it and
may even become resigned to the fact. Yet there are some who when they see the
wrong determine to fight it. And if they cannot overcome the evil in their midst,
if they are not able to change the course of things, they take a stand. They must
say what needs to be said and then follow up by definite and decisive action.

The founding fathers of Redeemer were men who faced a similar situation. These
men, who in 1968 were all members in good standing with another Lutheran
church in the area, saw that in that congregation the gospel of Jesus Christ in all
its truth and purity was not being proclaimed. This does not imply that the
individuals involved knew immediately everything that was wrong with their
former affiliation. It does though, most strongly assert, however, that even when

* WELS and Other Lutherans (© 1995 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee) includes the following
summary of the LCA as a predecessor to ELCA: “The Lutheran Church in America was the largest contributor to
ELCA. Its 3 million members and 6,000 congregations were most heavily concentrated in Pennsylvania, Minnesota,
and Illinois. The LCA was more liberal in doctrine and had a longer heritage of liberalism than the other merging
bodies. Its predecessor, the United Lutheran Church in America (ULCA), pioneered the acceptance of negative
criticism of the Bible and the undermining of the doctrine of Scripture in American Lutheranism. The LCA merely
carried on what the ULCA had begin. The LCA was the greatest contributor to the feminist, gay-rights, liberation
theology lobbies which often hold ELCA hostage” (p. 33).

* The other Lutheran bodies that merged into the ELCA included the more moderate 2.5 million member American
Lutheran Church (ALC) and the 100,000 member Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (AELC), a liberal
break-off group from the LC-MS.

* Redeemer Church is located at 607 N. Wauwatosa Road, Cedarburg, WI.




the pure and true doctrines of Scripture have been beclouded that yet by the

working of the Holy Ghost through the little Word that does remain, a real sense

of Christian awareness can be developed.6

The preceding paragraphs are one founder’s view of the situation at Advent Church and
the impetus to establish Redeemer. An interview with some of the founding members of
Redeemer Church’ revealed some of the unfortunate doctrinal laxity to which the preceding
excerpt refers. The books produced for Sunday School classes completely lost any focus on the
gospel. Founding member John Van Sickle recalled the content of the Sunday School material:
“T was superintendent of Sunday School, and at that time I remember the lessons didn’t teach
religion. They were teaching current events in other countries — nothing about religion.”® The
pastor of Advent Church at that time (late 1960’s), Rev. John Sell, was teaching the confirmation
class that the universe came into existence not through creation, but evolution. He told that same
confirmation class that if an opportunity for sex presented itself, they should feel free to take
advantage of it. Some of the basic truths of the Christian faith recorded in the Apostles’ Creed,
such as the virgin birth of Christ, were being denied right in the Sunday sermon. In addition, the
pastor was also “denying the existence of the soul, the life after death,” and was accused of

“peglect of his pastoral duties of visiting the sick and the dying.”

S The preceding two paragraphs are taken from a written history of the early years of Redeemer congregation written
by Richard Grossman, one of the original thirteen founding members of Redeemer Church. The complete script of
Mr. Grossman’s history is found in the 25™ Anniversary booklet of Redeemer Church (excerpt from pp. 1-2). There
is no indication of a specific date that this history summary was prepared; however, based on the closing paragraphs,
it was written sometime between the winter of 1972-73 and the summer of 1973.

7 Interview conducted and recorded at Redeemer Church on Monday, April 23, 2001. Those present for the
interview were Redeemer charter members Ed and Ruth Wolf, Lorraine Halloran, John Van Sickle, and Lloyd
Verhaalen. The author’s father, Johnold E. Strey, was also present at the interview; he was not one of the charter
members of Redeemer, but was a former member of Advent Church. The author’s parents joined Redeemer Church
within the first year of its formation. The five charter members listed above are the remaining original members at
Redeemer Church at the time this essay was written.

¥ Quotation from John Van Sickle at the April 23, 2001 interview.

? Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 3 -



Perhaps the most controversial event that occurred and that led to the eventual break from
Advent was the Sunday on which Father Groppe, a Roman Catholic priest and controversial civil
rights advocate, was invited to preach. Paétor Sell suggested to the Advent Church council that
Father Groppe be invited to preach at one of Advent’s regular services.’ The suggestion met
with very strong disapproval; all but one of the council members rej‘ected Sell’s proposal.
Despite the council’s rejection, Sell invited Groppe to preach.'' As one might expect, the
Sunday Groppe preached provoked strong protests from various members of Advent. Several
people walked out of church in protest that morning. Needless to say, this incident strengthened
the determination of the more conservative members of Advent that something must be done.

The events described in the previous two paragraphs led té a special congregational
meeting held in January 1969. The various complaints and charges of false doctrine were
presented before the district president, Dr. Mattson. The concerned members of the congregation
were hoping to restore doctrinal purity to their church. A congregational survey indicated that a
clear majority of the congregation wanted Rev. Sell to be removed from his position at Advent.
Unfortunately, Dr. Mattson would leave the many in the congregation as disappointed after the
meeting as they were before it.

After hearing the complaints from those who wanted disciplinary action taken against the
pastor’s false teaching, Dr. Mattson’s response infuriated the conservative members at Advent

even more. Mattson scolded the Advent Church council “for stirring up trouble.”"* “He also

' The date Father Groppe preached is uncertain. Based on the April 23,2001 interview with the founding members,
this event took place at the same time as the other problems came to light in the late 1960°s, probably in 1968.

' At the April 23, 2001 interview, founding member Ed Wolf speculated as to the reasons Sell invited Graape to
preach in spite of the Council’s rejection of the idea: “I think that [the reason Sell invited Graape] was because at
that time Father Graape was a major player in the goings-on in the inner city of Milwaukee. He was front-page
news, he was front radio, the whole business. He was a controversial figure that was touting certain ‘wacko’ ideas.
I think Sell thought that that would be great to bring that personality out here to expose Cedarburg to that type of
thinking — and he hit a brick wall!”

12 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 3



said that he would not abide by any survey [to remove the pastor]. He would not even enter or
consider the facf that [a vast majority] of the congregation voted to get rid of Sell. “We won’t
even consider that. It’s irrelevant.””"® This meeting produced the realization that Sell’s
“theology” was not simply a novelty in the LCA. Sell was only preaching énd teaching what the
LCA was teaching in its seminaries. The synod was behind their man, and the congregation’s
hands were tied. “What recourse do you have, when it wasn’t just this [one] congregation?
They told us, ‘That’s what’s coming from the seminary.” What recourse do you have? You
might be able to fight it at first with-one particular pastor, but you can’t when the synod stood up
for it.”'*

If there was any incident that one could label, “the straw that broke the camel’s back,”
this meeting waé that incident."” The pastor would not retract. The synod would not discipline
the pastor. The congregation was forbidden to take any action in the matter. Advent Church was
in tremendous turmoil. All but one of the twelve council members resigned in protest. Three
kept their membership at Advent. Three joined other local Lutheran congregations. The

remaining five, together with other frustrated members of the congregation, began to pursue a

different course of action.'®

13 Quotation from Ed Wolf at the April 23, 2001 interview.

" Quotation from Lloyd Verhaalen at the April 23, 2001 interview.

15 1t should be noted that this was not the last controversial incident at Advent that affected the future founders of
Redeemer Church. Loraine Halloran, one of the charter members of Redeemer, recalled at the April 23 interview
that her son was confirmed at Advent prior to her family leaving the congregation for Redeemer. The confirmation
class that year was confirmed sometime in the second half of 1969, after the meeting with Mattson but before
Redeemer began exploratory services in December. The confirmation Sunday sermon was another event that
solidified the Redeemer founders’ resolve to establish a confessional Lutheran congregation in Cedarburg. Mrs.
Halloran stated in the interview, “I remember there being a big poster of a clown in front [of the church]. To this
day I remember the words [of the confirmation sermon]: ‘Christ was a clown for you. Will you be a clown for
him?°” Richard Grossman’s history of the congregation printed in the 25™ Anniversary booklet (p. 3) also recalls
some of the elements of that day’s sermon; “In that sermon, [Sell] told the confirmands that they need no longer
respect the wishes and decisions of their parents as being final, that in fact the parents do not any longer have any
right to have their children submit to their guidance and corrections.”

16 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 3



I1. Confessionalism Sought
During the summer of 1969, a group of former Advent members, known among

themselves as “the thirteen,” began to hold informal meetings on the back porch at the home of
Ed and Ruth Wolf. The goal of this group and of these meetings was “to find a confessionally,
doctrinally, practically sound church body and join it. If that church body was not in Cedarburg
already, they, these laymen, with the help of God, were going to see to it that Cedarburg would
have a church no matter how much it would cost them in their own time and their own money.”"’
This group, which served as the initial core of Redeemer’s membership, included:

Mr. and Mrs. Edward and Ruth Wolf (and family)

Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Merilyn Grossman (and family)

Mr. and Mrs. John and Nadine Van Sickle (and family)

Mzr. Lloyd Verhaalen

Mrs. Lorraine Halloran

Mrs. Lydia Kopp

Mr. and Mrs. Edward and Mabel Verhaalen

Mzr. and Mrs. Frederick and Anna Stein (and family) 18

During the several “back porch sessions” that began early in the summer of 1969, the

group discussed its possibilities. Would they join an existing congregation? Would they
establish a new congregation? Which denomination would they join? In order to see which
church body or bodies proclaimed and taught the Word of God faithfully, the proposal was made
that each of them would attend various local congregations and report what they had heard.

While this idea had been discussed, it seems that it was never formally executed, probably for the

reasons that will follow in the next paragraph.'’

17 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 4

* Ibid.

19 The history recorded in the 25™ Anniversary booklet indicates that this formal procedure actually took place.
However, the founding members at the April 23 interview did not recall that this plan was formally set into motion,
only that it was proposed.



Several people in “the thirteen” had some background in the Wisconsin Synod and were
aware of its solid confessional Lutheran p‘osition. As the group’s discussions continued, they
eventually decided that they would join the WELS. Despite the Wisconsin Synod’s strong
presence in southeastern Wisconsin, there were no WELS congregations in the city of
Cedarburg. Their desired course of action, then, became clear. It was time to establish a WELS
congregation in Cedarburg, and “the thﬁteen” made this task rtheir personal assignment.*’

In July of 1969, the group contacted Synod headquarters. They explained their situation
and were put in contact with Pastor Norman Berg, the WELS Executive Secretary of Home
Missions. This telephone call would eventually lead to another “back porch session” with Pastor
Berg and “the thirteen” a few weeks later.”’ Richard Grossman’s written history of the first
years of Redeemer provides a good summary of that significant meeting:

Pastor Berg” came looking for a commitment to the cause of Jesus Christ. He
found that. Pastor Berg came looking for a nucleus around which a congregation
might be built. He found that. Pastor Berg came looking for the assurance that,
humbly speaking, there would be growth in a new mission in the community.

This he was not sure of. There were a number of practical factors involved.
Cedarburg already had a number of Lutheran churches, some of which, although
they were not of the Wisconsin Synod, yet might be considered supporting at least
in principle the conservative, confessional stand of the Synod. Secondly, there
was a question of future growth in the community as a whole. Was the Cedarburg
area growing or declining in population? Then there were questions as to the
degree of commitment to go out into the community and actively make the
community aware of the mission if one were started. These were the harsh facts.
In the immediate Cedarburg area there were already a number of Wisconsin
Synod congregations such as Grafton, Jackson, and [four] in the Mequon-
Thiensville area.”® All of these were within reasonable driving distance. Then,
too, there was the ever-present problem of funding such a mission when there
were already a large backlog of nuclei in other parts of the country who were

22 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 4, and April 23, 2001 interview.

Ibid. .
22 pastor D.H. Kuehl of Peace Lutheran Church in Hartford was also at this meeting. Kuehl was on the District
Board for Home Missions and would later be instrumental in the start of exploratory services.
%3 This was a major point of dispute between Pastor Berg and “the thirteen” as the group sought establishment of a
new church. Ed Wolf noted at the April 23 interview, “Norm Berg told us, “Why would you want to start a church
when there are five Wisconsin Synod churches within five miles? Why do you want one here?” And Duke (i.e.
Richard Grossman) said, ‘We want our own church. It’s as simple as that.””



éllready waiting for mission status. And then there was the problem of finding a
pastor to serve them.”

In order to nvestigate the feasibility of establishing a new WELS mission church in
Cedarburg, Pastor Berg hosted an informal meeting in the basement of Cedarburg State Bank®
in early August. The group was encouraged to spread the news of this upcoming meeting by
word of mouth and by placing an advertisement in the local newspaper, which they did. The
evening of that meeting seemed to speak well for the establishment of a mission congregation.
Approximately forty*® interested people from the community attended.

The successful informational meeting made the possibility of establishing a mission
congregation seem more like a probability. Unfortunately, Pastor Berg informed “the thirteen”
shortly after that meeting that the Synod would not establish a mission congregétion in
Cedarburg at that time. Money and manpower were needed throughout the country, particularly
at this time in WELS history.?” The establishment of a congregation in this area and at this time

did not seem feasible to the Board.

* Redeemer 25™ Anniversary booklet, p. 5

25 Cedarburg State Bank is now Firstar Bank and is located at N61 W63 12 Turner Street, Cedarburg, WI. Ironically,
the bank is situated just down the street from Advent Lutheran Church.

26 At the April 23 interview, Ed Wolf emphasized that these forty people were not students or faculty from
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, WI. This point needs to be made because after exploratory services were
begun, several students from the Seminary were regular worshipers at Redeemer, and some of those students also
assisted Dr. Becker with the pastoral responsibilities of the congregation. The people at this informational meeting
represented interested people from the Cedarburg commumty

271t is helpful to understand the situation that the Synod was in during the 1960°s and 1970°s, which led to the initial
rejection of the request to begin a WELS mission congregation in Cedarburg. From the synod’s standpoint, it would
have been difficult to fund a mission in a region with several WELS congregations while the synod was trying to
establish churches in parts of the country in which WELS was not represented at all. The following comments from
Prof. John Brenner’s Anniversary Reflections Bible study (© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee),
explain the Synod’s home mission situation at that time: “After we terminated fellowship with the Missouri Synod,
we had to consider how we might serve our people in states where we were not represented and through our people
reach out to the unchurched in those areas. The 1960°s and 1970’s proved to be decades of rapid home mission
expansion. More and more, the Board for Home Missions began to look for fruitful fields without first looking to

see if there was a nucleus of Wisconsin Synod transplants in the area” (dnniversary Reflections, Leader’s Guide, p.
36).



The initial rejection for a mission congregation did not stop this group from pursuing its
goal. In fact, it only strengthened their determination even more.

The laymen accepted this decision of Pastor Berg’s not in a spirit of anger or
childish pouting over not getting what they wanted, but rather in the mature
Christian spirit of a challenge. These laymen were totally committed to the Lord
and totally convinced that the Lord wanted Cedarburg to have its own Wisconsin
Synod mission. They simply would not take “no” for an answer. If Pastor Berg
and the Home Mission Board wanted proof of their personal commitment, if they
wanted proof of their conviction that Cedarburg would be the ideal place for a
new mission, they were going to get that proof. In short, for the sake of the cause
of Jesus Christ in Cedarburg, they were going to see to it that Pastor Berg ate a
morsel of crow.”®

Stepping their campaign up to the next level, the group formed a petition to be presented
to the Board for Home Missions at their next meeting. The petition appealed to the rapid growth
- projected for Ozaukee County and town of Cedarburg by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission. The county was expected to almost double in population between 1960
and 1970, and again between 1970 and 1980.%° Secondly, the petition appealed to the religious
conservatism of the area and the need for a confessional Lutheran presence.

Although there are other Lutheran churches within the city of Cedarburg (there
are none in the town of Cedarburg), we in the group whose signatures are affixed
hereto have an acute awareness that there is much displeasure among Lutherans in
our area at the continuing dilution of doctrine and erosion of basic religious
foundations, among many members of these churches, which are Missouri Synod,
LCA, and ALC. The Cedarburg area has a heritage of primarily German
conservatism, and what many church members now see as a significant
abandonment of basic religious principles has disturbed what we estimate to be a
large number of people. Some of these people have joined the Wisconsin Synod -
churches in either Grafton®®, Kirchayn®?, or Mequ0n32. We feel, however, that it
is important that one’s church be located in one’s own community. We

28 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, pp. 5-6

2 The 1960 Ozaukee County population was listed at 38,400. The projected population for 1970 was 64,800, and
for 1980 the population was projected to be 127,200, These were the largest percentage increases in population
projected among the eleven counties in the southeastern Wisconsin area.

3% Our Savior Lutheran Church, Grafton, W1.

31 David’s Star Lutheran Church, Jackson, WI. Kirchayn is a small, unincorporated town southwest of Jackson.

32 St. John Lutheran Church, Mequon, WI; Trinity Lutheran Church, (South) Mequon, WI; Trinity Lutheran Church,
(West) Mequon, WI; Calvary Lutheran Church, Thiensville, WI.



consequently feel the distinct need for a new Wlsconsm Synod church within the
Town of Cedarburg, near the city limits of Cedarburg.”

The group’s first attempt to establish a mission congregation was not approved. The
group’s second attempt, by means of this petition, inet with partial approval. The Board for
Home Missions approved the start of exploratory services in Cedarburg at their November
meeting.** Pastor D. H. Kuehl, pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in Hértford and a member of
the District Mission Board, was assigned by Pastor Berg to work with the Cedarburg group as it
began exploratory services.

Pastor Kuehl suggested that Dr; Siegbert Becker, from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in
Mequon, be called as the congregation’s first pastor. Dr. Becker had recently accepted a call to
serve as a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary; this was his first year of teaching at the
Seminary. “[Kuehl] was a good friend of Dr. Becker’s, and Pastor Kuehl, reco gmzmg the
problems with trying to find a pastor to take over a small mission congregation, ...asked Dr.
Becker if he would be interested in serving it.”*> Becker himself had left the faculty of one of
the Missouri Synod’s colleges because of increasing liberal tendencies there. In a sense, Becker
and “the thirteen” shared a similar experience in that they both left church bodies that were

slipping away from confessional Lutheranism and joined the Wisconsin Synod.

33 Quoted from the first petition to the WELS Board for Home Missions, dated November 5, 1969. A copy of the
full petition is kept in the Redeemer Church council minutes. A copy of the last page of the petition, with
signatures, was printed in the 10™ Anniversary booklet of Redeemer Church.
** The history summary in the 25" Anmversaly booklet states that the approval from the Board for Home Missions
came in September, but a September approval is not possible. The petition to the synod was signed November 5,
1969. A subsequent letter from Pastor Kuehl, a member of the District Mission Board, indicated that he was in the

- process of talking to Dr. Becker to see if he would be willing to serve as the interim pastor of Redeemer
congregation. This letter is dated November 25, 1969. Therefore, the Board for Home Mission’s meeting approving
exploratory services must have been held sometime between November 5 and 25, 2001.
3% Quotation from Ed Wolf at the April 23, 2001 interview.

10



Kuehl and Becker met on Mdnday, December 1, 1969 to discuss the Cedarburg mission
congregation. Dr. Becker accepted the call to serve the eiploratory%, and he met with the group
later that weék. Among the items on the first “agenda” were: (1) what name will we give t;his
congregation and (2) where will we conduct our services? After some brief discussion about the
name of the new congregation, Becker suggested the name “Redeemer,” and the committee

137 for

quickly agreed. The committee would seek permission to use the Cedarburg Town Hal
worship and Sunday School. Two Sundays after the initial meeting with Dr. Becker, Redeemer

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, became a reality.

1L Confessiénalism Founded

On Sunday morning, December 14, 1969, at 10:15 a.m., Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran
Church conducted its first service with Dr. Siegbert Becker presiding. More than sixty people
seated themselves in the small 38 by 38’ room in the Cedarburg Town Hall. The founding
members remember that first service quite well. John Van Sickle recalled how he and another
member constructed the temporary worship furnishings in the Town Hall: “We didn’t have any
furniture, so Fred Stein and myself made the lectern and the pulpit in his basement. It was
collapsible so you could fold it down, because they wouldn’t allow us to keep a lot of furniture in
the Town Hall.”** Ed Wolf jokingly commented about the “singing support” that Dr. Becker
provided Redeemer church that morning: “I think that m order [for the Seminary students] to

pass his particular class, they had to be there!”*” Since Seminary students have never been

36 Becker agreed to serve the congregation for its first few months of operation, but his service to Redeemer Church
would last for three years.

37 The Cedarburg Town Hall is located at the intersection of Highway 143 and 60, also known as “Five corners.”

*8 Quotation from April 23, 2001 interview.

% Ibid.

11



accused of singing too quietly, the additioﬁal singing voices were much appreciated by the other
worshippers that morning. In addition to the founders and the Seminary students, several other
interested families in the community attended the new Redeémer Church for its first service.

Now that Redeemer Lutheran Church was officially up and running, there was a great
deal of work to be done! A committee of five men, Fred Stein, John Van Sickle, Lloyd
Verhaalen, Richard Grossman and Ed Wolf, served as the unofficial church council for
Redeemer. The group met every few weeks at the home of Dr. Becker to discuss and carry out
the ongoing work and responsibilities of the new congregation.

Obviously, for a new congregation to grow, its presence needs to be made known in the
local community. Fred Stein took on the responsibility “to call on all new families moving into
the community to make them aware of Wisconsin Synod services being held in the
community.”*® Redeemer was very fortunate to have many Seminary students assiét in its early
years. Students from the Seminary conducted a house to house canvass in the city and town of
Cedarburg on January 31 and February 1, 1970. Seminarian Wayne Vogt coordinated the
canvass effort.*! The canvass effort, visitors to services, word of mouth, and advertisements in
the local newspaper produced a prospect list of approximately 50 families. "

Christian Education for all ages was another important responsibility in the new
congregation. Seminarian John Mittelstaedt*® was called upon to conduct Sunday School

teachers’ meetings and to instruct the confirmation class. Catechism classes were initially held

0 Progress Report and Committee Minutes, December 23, 1969
1 Progress Report and Committee Minutes, January 12, 1970
42 11
- Ibid.
* Incidentally, during the pastoral vacancy between Pastors Curtis Jahn and Joseph Radsek (1992-1993), Pastor
John Mittelstaedt was one of the men who was extended the call to serve as pastor of Redeemer.

12



in the basement of the Van Sickle home. John Van Sickle also served as the superintendent of
the new Sunday School*

The adults were also receiving instruction at this time. Thursday, January 22, Pastor
Becker began instructional meetings for the unofficial members of Redeemer so that they might
become official members of Redeemer and partake of the Lord’s Supper. Instructiohs were
completed by the end of the Lenten season. (During this time, John Thusius joined the
Redeemer family and was accepted “into membership in the committee of laymen in charge of

2545

providing services through Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church.”™”) After the instructions

had been completed, a special council meeting was held after the Good Friday service on March
27, 1970. The minutes of that meeting were simple, yet significant:

A motion was made and seconded that the following people be granted

membership in Redeemer Lutheran Church: Mrs. Lorraine Halloran, Mrs. Lydia

Kopp, Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Stein, Mr. John Thusius, Mr. Richard Thusius, Mr.

& Mrs. John Van Sickle, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Verhaalen, Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wolf, and

Mr. Lloyd Verhaalen. Motion carried. There being no further business the

‘meeting was adjourned.*®

These new communicant members of Redeemer Lutheran Church first received the

Lord’s Supper*’ as Redeemer members on Easter Sunday morning, March 29, 1970.%

** Sunday School Report, February 9, 1970

*3 Progress Report and Committee Minutes, March 8, 1970

*6 Church Council Minutes, March 27, 1970. Mr. and Mrs, Richard Grossman are not included in this motion as
they were not able to be present at the Good Friday service. They were brought into membership one month later in
a special council meeting following the Sunday April 26, 1970 service. Mr. and Mrs. Donald Belstner were also
granted membership at the April 26 meeting (cf. Church Council Minutes for that date).

*7 Communion services were held on the first Sunday of the month thereafter, beginning in May.

*8 The history recorded in the Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet indicates that the first communion service was
held on April 1. The first year’s annual report and the council minutes indicate March 29. March 29 was in fact the
date of Easter Sunday in 1970. The April 1 date may have been mistakenly recorded in the history because of a
letter dated April 1 sent by Ed Wolf to Pastor Kuehl in Hartford, thanking him for the use of his congregation’s
communion vessels for Redeemer’s first communion service on the previous Sunday. A copy of the letter is
included in the Redeemer Church Council minutes.

13



During the next month, the committee drew up another petition from the synod
requesting that their exploratory be granted mission status. This eleven-page document,* dated
April 13, 1970, and expanded from the original November 5, 1969 petition, includes some of the
activities of the new exploratory congregation as well as arguments in favor of the Board
granting this young congregation mission status. This was the third attempf to achieve mission
status, and the third time was indeed a charm. At its April meeting, the Board for Home
Missions approved Redeemer congregation for mission status in the Wisconsin Synod.”® Two
months later, the delegates of the Southeastern Wisconsin District Convention approved

Redeemer’s constitution and the congregation was accepted into membership in the WELS.!

IV. Confessionalism Grows

Between Redeemer’s acceptance into the Synod and District in 1970 and the dedication
of its first (and current) house of worship in 1973, the Lord of the Church blessed young
Redeemer congregation with tremendous growth and blessings in so many aspects of the
congregation’s life. It would be difficult to follow the various areas of growth if these years
were treated chronologically. Therefore, as we examine these three years of the congregation’s
history, we will examine them categorically instead of chronologically. The four areas We will
consider are Redeemer’s (1) staff, (2) membership, (3) congregational organizations and

activities, and (4) the land acquisition and building project.

¥ A copy of the petition is included in the Redeemer Church Council minutes. ,
5(1’ “A Year of Grace” — 1970 Annual Report, Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cedarburg, WI, p. 12
51 113

Ibid.

14



Staff

From its beginning, Redeemer was blessed with the service of two professors and several
students from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon. We have already noted that Dr. Becker
was called to be the first pastor of Redeemer while also carrying out his full-time duties as a
professor at the Seminary. Dr. Becker balanced an amazing workload as seminary professoAr, as
an author of several published books (one of which he was working on at this time™?), and as
Redeemer’s pastor. Becker personally took on the specific responsibilities of regular preaching,
adult instruction and Bible classes, regular meetings with the council, and visitation of prospects
and gueSts who had attended the Sunday services.

With this tremendous workload, it would not have been possible for Dr. Becker to
adequately handle all of Redeemer’s ministry responsibilities. Fortunately, Dr. Becker was able
to enlist the assistance of several Seminary stﬁdents during this time in Redeemer’s history. The
students occasionally preached for Dr. Becker, they assisted with the Sunday School program,
they carried out the Catechism instructions, and were involved in some limited teaching of the
adult Bible classes.” Among the Seminary students who assisted to a greater or lesser degree
during these first years were John Mittelstaedt, Harlyn Kuschel, William Stuebs, Douglas
Engelbrecht, and Richard Stadler.”*

As the congregation grew and the responsibilities of the congregation’s ministry also
grew, Dr. Becker suggested to the church council that another Seminary professor be called as-an

associate pastor until such time that the congregation called its first permanent, resident pastor.

52 At the April 23, interview, Lloyd Verhaalen noted that the Church Council would finish its meetings at Becker’s
home around 10:00 p.m., and then Becker stated that he was going to stay up to work on the book he was authoring.
Among his published books are The Scriptures, Inspired by God, The Holy Ghost and His Work, Wizards That
Peep: A Journey into the Occult, and Revelation: The Distant Triumph Song.

53 Based on an interview with Pastor and former Seminary Professor Joel Gerlach on Thursday, April 19, 2001.

54 Redeemer 10™ Anniversary booklet, p. 6; Redeemer 25™ Anniversary booklet, pp. 10-11
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That professor would be Joel Gerlach who, like Becker, would begin to assist Redeemer during
his first year on the faculty of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

Professor Gerlach and his family visited Redeemer Church only a few Sundays prior to
the time that he was extended the call to assist Dr. Becker. Gerlach knew about Becker’s
involvement at the Cedarburg mission congregation. It was a well-known fact on the Seminary
campus that Dr. Becker was a superb preacher, so Prof. Gerlach decided to visit Redeemer in
order t(i) hear Becker preach. It was around that same time that Dr. Becker suggested to the
church council that it might be wise to call a second interim pastor for the time, and that Gerlach
would be the man to fit the assignment. Gerlach had prior ministry experience in mission
congregations of the WELS Arizona-California district, making him a well-qualified man to
assist this young mission congregation.

About two weeks after Gerlach’s visit to Redeemer, Ed Wolf was knocking at his
doorstep, asking Prof. Gerlach if he would be willing to serve as Redeemer’s second pastor.”® In
a letter datéd March 25, 1970, Gerlach accepted Redeemer’s request with the understanding that,
if his duties and preparation time as a new professor prevented him from properly carrying out
his work at Redeemer, he could be released from his call to Redeemer and the congregation
would be free to seek the assistance of another man. The church council unanimously agreed to
this arrangement, and in a le;cter dated April 26, 1970, Ed Wolf, president of the congrega“tion,
formally welcomed Gerlach into the congregation’s midst: |

Dear Professor Gerlach,

It gives me great pleasure to inform you of our church council’s unanimous
decision to accept your services in assisting Dr. Becker as a pastor of our
congregation under the conditions in your letter of March 25, 1971. The council

33 Interview with Joel Gerlach on Thursday, April 19, 2001.
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fully understands the importance of your teaching commitment, and is
appreciative of working with a man of your capabilities.*®

Gerlach’s duties as the associate pastor included preaching for half of the services,
conducting the Catechism classes, and following up on visitors to the congregation’s services.”’

Approximately one year later, the Redeemer church council decided that the time had
come for Redeemer to extend a call for its first permanent pastor. A special voters’ meeting was
held oﬁ Monday, May 15, 1972 at the Seminary to dispuss whether or not Redeemer should call
a pastor from the field or ask for a Seminary graduate to be assigned to the congregation. The
congregation decided to ask for an assignment, but due to the many vacancies in the synod, the
Synod’s Assignment Committee was not able to fill the congregation’s position.*®

Redeemer held its first call meeting for a full-time pastor on Monday, June 19, 1972 in
the Seminary’s multi-purpose room.”® Pastor John Kurth of Bay City, Michigan, was extended
the call to serve as Redeemer’s pastor, but would later decline the call. |

The next call meeting took place on Sunday, July 30 at the Cedarburg Town Hall, during
the regularly scheduled quarterly voters’ meeting. At this meeting, Pastor Howard Kaiser, pastor
of St. Luke Lutheran Church in Oakfield, Wisconsin, was extended the call.®® Less than one
month later, in a letter dated August 20, 1972, Pastor Kaiser indicated that he had accepted
Redeemer’s call.®! Redeemer congregation would move another step forward in its history as it

looked forward to the installation of its first, full-time resident pastor. The installation took place

on Sunday afternoon, October 8, 1972, in the chapel of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

56 Both the letter from Getlach and the letter from Wolf are kept with the Redeemer Church Council minutes.

*T Interview with Joel Gerlach on April 19, 2001. '
8 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 12

39 Redeemer Church council minutes, June 19, 1972.

8 Redeemer Church council minutes, July 30, 1972.

81 Kaiser’s letter is kept in the Church council minutes.
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Professors Becker and Gerlach conducted the service, bringing a formal end to their service to
Redeemer congregation and passing the torch on fo Pastor Kaiser.®”

Pastor Kaiser would serve the congregation during the rest of the 1970s. His previous
ministry experience included serving congregations in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, Seminole, Florida,
and Oakfield, Wisconsin. The first two of those congregations were mission settings, so Kaiser
was very familiar and well experienced in handling a new congregation like Redeemer.*”® Kaiser
would lead the congregation through the remainder of its building project and the dedication of
Redeemer’s first church facility one year after his installation. His family resided in the
parsonage that the congregation initially purchased in Cedarburg.®* The Kaiser 7family would
later be the first to occupy the on-site parsonage that the congregation completed in 1975 8

Membership

While it is never wise to measure the success of a congregation solely on membership
numbers and other statistics, the Lord of the Church saw fit to bless Redeemer congregation with
tremendous membership growth during its first few years of existence. It is nothing short of
phenomenal to see how the congregation grew so rapidly. The following chart indicates a few of

the congregation’s statistics from its first years:

Year Average Communicants Baptized
Attendance Membership
1969* 55
1970 63 40 64
1971 80 61 88
1972 91 89 130
1973 111 119 188

* Exploratory services began in December 1969; four services were held during Redeemer’s first month of

existence.

62 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 13
83 Telephone interview with Howard Kaiser on Wednesday, April 25, 2001.
641201 North Washington Avenue, Cedarburg, WI. The city uses a different address system today from the system
used in 1972, so this is not the home’s current address today. The information is contained on p. 13 of the 25"

Anniversary booklet.

55 Redeemer 10" Anniversary booklet, p. 8




Through the faithful use of the means of grace, the Lord blessed Redeemer with
substantial spiritual growth in its infant years. The Lord also blessed Redeemer with a number
of internal and external factors that encouraged the rapid growth of the new congregation.

e As the founders anticipated, Cedarburg attracted a large influx of new residents
during the 1970°s. Redeemer member Donald Belstner, a public school teacher in
Cedarburg at that time, recalled how the Cedarburg schools would continue to receive
many new students durmg the course of the school year as a result of the many
families that were moving into the area.®® The same influx of families that affected
the Cedarburg schools very likely encouraged the growth of Redeemer congregation
also.

e Redeemer’s conservative, confessional stance likely played a role in attracting people
from the community to the congregation. Pastor Gerlach recalled that many
“mainline” churches were becoming more and more liberal at this time. Religious-
minded families would have been lookjng for churches that offered biblical stability
instead of the flux that was occurring in some denommatlons Redeemer S
confessional Lutheranism was an attractive selling pomt

e Article XXIV of the Apology of the Augsburg Confession states, “There is nothing
that so attaches people to the church as good preaching. %8 The founding members of
Redeemer agreed that their first pastors, Dr. Becker and Prof. Gerlach, were among
the finest Lutheran preachers they have heard. No doubt the word spread in the
community that this new mission congregatlon could boast of two grﬁed preachers
and Seminary professors who were serving as the church’s first pastors. 6

e Redeemer enjoyed the influx of several Wisconsin Synod families to the area.
Several of these families were previously from Atonement Lutheran Church, a WELS
congregation located at 4500 N. Sherman Blvd. in Milwaukee. In fact, Redeemer
eventually earned the nickname “Atonement North,” because approximately six or
seven families transferred their membership from Atonement to Redeemer during its
first several years of existence.”®

Congregational Organizations and Activities
It is hard to imagine a congregation without all the usual functions, activities, classes,

meetings, boards and organizations. In a mission setting, these organizations and programs don’t

% Interview with Don and Kay Belstner on April 19, 2001.

57 Interview with Joel Gerlach on April 19, 2001.

68 Concordia Triglotta, p. 401, paragraph 50

% Interview with the founding members on April 23, 2001.

70 Interview with Don and Kay Belstner on April 19, 2001; Interview with Joel Gerlach on April 19, 2001.
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Jjust automatically come with the establishment of the new church. The organizations must be
founded just as the congregation was founded. The events must be organized just as the
congregation was organized. The first members of Redeemer congregation spent a good deal of
their time and energy establishing the “routine” of their new church home.

Voters’ Meetings and Church Council

Shortly after its acceptance into the synod, Redeemer congregation held its initial voters’
meeting on Monday, July 20, 1970. The voting men present at this first voters’ assembly
included the six men on the informal church council, plus Ed Verhaalen, Richard Thusius,
Donald Belstner, Wesley Schultz, and Robert Frea. Ed Wolf was elected chairman pro-tem of

the meeting and Richard Grossman, secretary pro-tem.’
There were several important items of business on the agenda. Following Dr. Becker’s

suggestion, the voters’ accepted these 29 communicant members of Redeemer Church as charter

members of the congregation: "

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Shirley Frea

Mr. and Mrs. Donald and Kathryn Belstner, and Dennis
Dr. and Mrs. Siegbert and Helen Becker, and James
Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Marilyn Grossman

Mr. and Mrs. Edward and Ruth Wolf

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick and Anna Stein, and Stuart
Mr. Lloyd Verhaalen

Mz. and Mrs. John and Nadine Van Sickle

Mrs. Lydia Kopp

Mrs. Lorraine Halloran, and Michael

Mr. and Mrs. Edward and Mabel Verhaalen

Mr. John Thusius

Mr. Richard Thusius

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley and Audrey Schultz

Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Elaine Hostettler”

! Redeemer Church Council minutes, July 20, 1970.

7 This is the voters’ meeting acceptance of the first members, and should not be confused with the council’s March
27, 1970 meeting which accepted the first thirteen members. Several others had joined Redeemer congregation
between the March 27 Council meeting and the first voters® meeting on July 20.

7 Redeemer Church Council minutes, July 20, 1970.
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Another important agenda item was the voters’ formal (and unanimous) acceptance of the
Redeemer Constitution and By-laws. The Board for Home Missions and the Southeastefn
Wisconsin District of the WELS had already approved the constitution and by-laws proposed by
the informal church council earlier that summer; now the congregation also accepted the
proposed constitution.

A third important item was Lloyd Verhaalen’s report on the search for a property site to
purchase and then build Redeemer’s first church home. This will be discussed later in this paper.

Finally, the voters’ also unanimously approved that the existing informal church council
be elected to serve as Redeemer’s official, but still interim, council until the annual voters’
meeting in January 1971.

Perhaps it is also worth noting the first annual voters’ assembly, held on January 1971. A
glance at the minutes reveals a fully operational, well-organized Redeemer congregation at this
time. The minutes, budget report, treasurer’s report, pastor’s report, Sunday School report,
council recommendations, elections, and other business appear to have been carried out in a
efficient and organized manner. Most importantly, the first official, non-interim church council
was elected at the meeting. It was agreed beforehand that six men would be elected: the two
receiving the most votes would be elected to three year terms, the third and fourth highest vote-
receivers would be elected to two year terms, and the fifth and sixth highest vote-receivers would
be elected to one-year terms.”* At its next meeting, the council would organize themselves into
officers of the congregation.”” That first organized council included the following men:

Edward Wolf, President (3 year term)
Richard Grossman, Secretary/Treasurer (3 year teml)

™ Redeemer Church Council minutes, January 12, 1971.
™ Redeemer Church Council minutes, February 15, 1971.
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Carl Klug, Financial Secretary’® (1 year term)
Wesley Schultz, Trustee (2 year term)

John Thustius, Trustee (1 year term)

Lloyd Verhaalen, Trustee (2 year term)’’

Christian Education

We have already seen that Christian Education for Redeemer’s youth was important to
the founding members. Sunday School and Catechism instruction were part of Redeemer’s
ministry from the beginning of its history. The members also realized that there were still other
ways they could provide a Christian Eduéation for their children. At the October 12, 1970
Voters’ meeting, the congregation unanimously approved a resolution to pay the tuition for its
member children to attend one of the WELS elementary schools operated by Redeemer’s near-by
sister congregations. The following summer, the council would meet with Pastor Winterstein of
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Grafton” and Pastor Lyle Lindloff of Calvary Lﬁtheran School
in Thiensville” to discuss and agree upon arrangements by which Redeemer’s grade-school age
children could attend these area Lutheran schools. The members of Redeemer hoped to
eventually establish an elementary school of their own for the congregation’s children.®

Recognizing that Christian education for children doesn’t stop at eighth grade, Redeemer
also voted to join the Wisconsin Lutheran High School Conference, “enabling the high school
children of our congregation who wish to attend our synod’s high school to do so at a reduced

tuition.” This motion also passed unanimously.®!

7 Mr. Klug moved from the Cedarburg area later that year and his position was filled by John Van Sickle.

77 Redeemer Voters® Assembly minutes, January 31, 1971; Redeemer 10" Anniversary booklet, p. 19

8 Redeemer Church council minutes, June 14, 1971.

7 Redeemer Church council minutes, August 9, 1971.

¥ «“General Growth Goals for Redeemer Lutheran Church,” 10" Anniversary booklet, p. 20

81 Redeemer Voters® Assembly minutes, July 25, 1971; Letter to the high school conference dated October 13, 1971.
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Christian education does not stop at the eighth grade level, nor does it stop at the high
school level. Within its ‘ﬁrst year of operation, Redeemer established a regular adult Bible study
conducted by Dr. Becker. Because of the limited facilities of the Cedarburg Town Hall, it was
not practical to conduct the classes Sunday morning. The congregation made arrangements to
use a room in Cedarburg High School e\;ery first and third Wednesday® of the month, beginning
on October 21, 1970.% The congregation’s use of the room was initially free, although in future
| years a nominal fee of $3.00 per hour was charged all organizations using the school facility.®
The classes continued at the high school under Dr. Becker and then Pastor Kaiser, until the
church building was completed in 1973.

Midweek Lenten Services

Redeemer congregation was not able to host its own Lenten services during its first year,
‘but in 1971 arrangement were made for the congregation to host its first set of midweek Lenten
services, a common custom among our Lutheran congregations. The Cedarburg Town Hall was
unavailable for those services. Members of the congregation were able to secure the chapel of
the new Lasata Nursing Home for services during 1971 and 1972. Not only were the members
of Redeemer enriched by this special opportunity to meditate on the passion history of our Lord
Jesus, but many of the residents of the nursing home also expressed their appreciation for these
special opportunities to worship. Little did those who attended the first Lenten service know that
two years later the congregation would have its own church building right next door to Lasata.

Pastor Winterstein of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Grafton and two seminary students

52 The day of the week would be changed to Tuesdays in the future (cf. September 24, 1971 application kept in
Church Council minutes).

83 Redeemer Church Council minutes, October 5, 1970

8 The various contracts with the high school are kept in the Redeemer Church Council minutes.
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conducted the 1971 set of services; Professors Becker and Gerlach conducted the 1972 Lenten
services, again with the assistance of seminary students.®

Ladies’ Guild

At the first voters’ meeting on January 31, 1971, the assembly unanimously approved a
motion to allow the women of Redeemer congregation to form their own guild within the
congregation.’® The 1971 Redeemer Annual Report provides a listing of thé Guild’s first
officers and the first activities of the group:

The Ladies’ Guild of Redeemer was organized on February 8 at the ‘home of Mrs.

Fred Stein. Barbara Vaccarella was elected president, Midge Stein vice-president,

Nadine Van Sickle secretary, and Mabel Verhaalen treasurer. The first project of

the Ladies’ Guild was to make a communion veil and baptismal napkins.®’

Stewardship Program

One of Prof. Gerlach’s important contributions to the beginning of Redeemer
congregation was the organization of its first stewardship program. Gerlach stated that the
program was initiated not because Redeemer was experiencing stewardship problems (actually, it
was quite the opposite!). The program was instituted because of its value to the congregation’s
overall life of Christian sanctification. The founding members of Redeemer understood that
stewardship is more than just one’s financial commitment to the church. However, as the
congregation grew larger, it could become easy for newer members to think that their obligation

to the congregation was only financial.®®

8 Redeemer 25" Anniversary booklet, p. 11-12

¥ Redeemer Voters’ Assembly minutes, January 31, 1971,

87 A Year of Grace — 1970 Annual Report, Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, Cedarburg, WL, p. 15
% Interview with Joel Gerlach on Thursday, April 19, 2001.
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Pastor Gerlach met with John Van Sickle and Don Belstner to discuss a possible
stewardship program at Redeemer prior to the August 9, 1971 council meeting. At the August 9
meeting, Van Sickle shared the discussions from this stewardship meeting with the council.

John Van Sickle gave a very interesting summation of his recent stewardship
meeting with Don Belstner and Professor Gerlach. They recommended that the
stewardship program in Redeemer church begin with the understanding that the
meaning of stewardship should be to encourage our members to make responsible
use of their money, time and talents, and that this program should be projected as
far as 20 years from now. This can be done by encouraging home devotions,
Bible study, serving, giving, and witnessing.*

At the next montly’s council meeting, the council established Redeemer’s first
Stewardship Committee. Prof. Gerlach, Wes Schultz, and Ed Seigworth were appointed to the
committee.”® The group presented the following three-fold proposal at the October 24, 1971
Voters’ meeting. The voters, allowing the committee to implement the actual timing of the
program at their discretion, approved the proposal.

1. Proposed: A series of family meetings be held on a quarterly basis to draw
families in the congregation together and to create a forum for study and
discussion of things of common interest to all members (synodical programs,
missions, doctrinal matters, etc.).

2. Proposed: A series of stewardship mailings and bulletin inserts be undertaken
to be followed by cottage meetings to share and to discuss congregational
matters of common interest.

3. Proposed: That a time be set aside each fall to emphasize stewardship in our
services. We suggest that this be done during October, 1972. We also
suggest that evangelism be promoted through the stewardship program of the
congregation.”’

8 Redeemer Church Council minutes, August 9, 1971.
%0 Redeemer Church Council minutes, September 13, 1971.
! Redeemer Voters® Assembly minutes, October 24, 1971.
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Land Acquisition and Building Project

A history of the early years of Redeemer congregation would be incomplete without a
chronology of the land acquisition and building project which would eventually lead to the
congregation’s first house of worship. Although the process was not without its disappointments
and struggles, the 1973 dedication of Redeemer Church would bring a sense of stability and
accomplishment to the many people who worked so hard to make this congregation a reality.

Redeemer obtained mission status from the synod in April, 1970. Now it could move
forward with its property search. At its June meeting,\the church council appointed a committee
consisting of Lloyd Verhaalen (chairman), Richard Grossman, and Ed Wolf “to investigate the
availability of vacant land in the Cedarburg area that may be suitable for building a church.”?
Already at the next meeting on July 6, the committee had a list of nine poteﬁtial sites that it was
investigating. This list of properties was also presented to the entire congregation at the July 20
voters’ meeting. The current location of Redeemer Church was not among the potential sites
listed at that time.

Disappointing news came to Redeemer congregation in letters dated November 5, 1970.
Pastor Norman Berg’s letter to the congregation ’stated, “We regret to inform you that your
request for a land loan allocation had to be deferred for consideration at a later date because of
the limitation of funds at our disposal.”” A létter to Dr. Becker, prepared by Pastor Reinhart
Pope, the WELS Southeastern Wisconsin District Mission Board chairman, sheds a little more
light on the Board’s situation:

Dear Dr. Becker,

You will be disappointed to hear that the General Board at its meeting this week
decided not to make any land purchases. First of all, there was not much money

%2 Redeemer Church Council minutes, June 2, 1970.
% The letter is kept in the Redeemer Church Council minutes.
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available, because of overruns on building costs. Then there is a need to catch up
and assimilate the many projects that are still awaiting completion. I cannot say
whether any monies will become available before the May meeting. That would
be the next time that requests are considered.”

Another lettef from Pope to Becker, dated March 10, 1971,” indicates that Ed Wolfhad a
dinner meeting with Pope during February to discuss matters pertaining to Redeemer
congregation. Pope encouraged Wolf to have the congregation submit a land purchase request
again, even though no land grants were distributed at the previous meeting of the Board. “It
doesn’t hurt to try,” Pope wrote. Unfortunately for Redeemer, the second request was also
turned down.

Recall from the beginning of this essay that Redeemer congregation was founded by a
group of bold, determined Christians. That rugged individualism became apparent in another
bold move that the congregation took without formal approval from the Board for Home
Missions. The July 25, 1971 meeting indicated that if funds were not available through the
synod, the congregation was ready to purchase property with its own funds.

The following motion was presented to the voters’ assembly upon
recommendation of the Church Council: “Moved that the Church Council of
Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, having previously viewed and
investigated several parcels of land in the Cedarburg area as possible acquisitions
by our congregation, be and hereby is authorized and instructed to proceed on
behalf of the congregation with serious negotiations for the purchase of a parcel
of land for the ultimate location of our church building. It is understood that the
parcels to be negotiated for will be no smaller than 3 acres or no larger than 15
acres, and that the purchase price will not exceed $35,000.00. The Church
Council is further authorized, on behalf of the congregation, to submit an offer-to-
purchase or to enter into an option-to-purchase agreement at a cost not to exceed
$100.00, relative to that parcel which they deem to be most appropriate for the
above stated purpose. It is understood, however, that any offer-to-purchase
submitted shall be done so expressly subject to the subsequent approval of the
Voters® Assembly of Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, and also no option-

> Thid.
%5 Thid.
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to-purchase may be exercised by the council without the pr1or approval of the
Voters® Assembly.” The motion was unanimously carried.”®

With the green light from the voters, the committee went into high gear in its search for
land. They came across a local resident by the name of John Kasten. Mr. Kasten owned the
large aréa of property on the west side of Wauwatosa Road in Cedarburg, between Bridge Street
to the north and Western Avenue to the south. The northern portion of that large section of land
had already been sold, and Lasata nursing home was built there. When the Redeemer leadership
met with Mr. Kasten, it was only a matter of time before an agreement had been made between
the congregation and Kasten. A resolution was presented to the voters on October 3, 1971, to
purchase a twelve-acre section of land from Mr. Kasten for $24,000.00. In another unanimous
decision, the voters approved this purchase.”’

The voters realized that this decision, made without the advice or approval of the Board
for Home Missions, might cause some friction between Redeemer and the synod: “The Voters’
Assembly also instructed Mr. Wolf to meet with the Chairman of the Southeastern District
Council and members of the Synod to discuss any misunderstandings that might have arisen as a
result of the action taken by our congregation.””® Ed Wolf recalled how that meeting went:

Duke and I were called down to meet with the Board for Home Missions to get

our hands slapped. ... We were told that we could not make these kinds of moves

outside of open communication with the Synod We said, “Tt didn’t cost you

anything. What’s the complaint? We’re paying for it.” %

Despite the Mission Board’s initial disapproval of Redeemer’s move, they accepted it and

“advised that the pending land purchase be completed as proposed.”'®

% Redeemer Voters’ Assembly minutes, July 25, 1971.
9; Redeemer Voters’ Assembly minutes, October 3, 1971.
9 -
Tbid.
% Quotation from the April 23, 2001 interview.
190 Redeemer Voters® Assembly minutes, October 24, 1971.
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With the land purchase under their belts, the men of the committee could move forward
to the next phase: thé building project. In a letter dated February 7, 1972, Pastor Berg informed
the congregation that they could move ahead with preliminary plans for their building.'”’ A
$1,000.00 loan was granted to pay for the architect’s work. Thern Associates of Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, were hired as the architectural firm to design the new Redeemer Church building.'®

The following May, the congregation received another letter from Pastor Berg,
announcing an allocation of $112,000.00 from the Synod to Redeemer for its building project.
The funding turned out to be $10,000 less than the congregation had requested, and subsequent
alterations to the original building plans had to be made to meet the smaller ﬁgure.103 After
finding some ways to cut costs, the long-anticipated building project could finally begin.

Pastor Howard Kaiser was pastor of Redeemer by this time. After the Sunday service on
November 19, 1972, the congregation’s members drove from the Town Hall to the site of
Redeemer’s future house of worship for the groundbreaking ceremony. Pastor Kaiser, Lloyd
Verhallen, Richard Grossman, John Thusius, Wes Schultz, and Ed Seigworth took part in the
groundbreaking ceremony on that very cold November day.'®

Almost one year later, on October 7, 1973, Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church held
its first services in its very own facility. The date was actually delayed about a month; the

originally scheduled date for the church dedication was September 9, but the extra month’s wait

101 The letter is kept with the Redeemer Church Council minutes.

102 Based on a telephone interview with Pastor Kaiser on April 25, 2001, and the Redeemer Church Council minutes,
June 12, 1972.

1% In the April 23 interview, Lloyd Verhaalen mentioned that the overall building height was lowered a few feet to
reduce the iotal cost. It may also be worth noting that the congregation originally wanted a basement in its facility,
but mission churches would not be able to receive the funding that would have also paid for a lower, basement level.
It should also be noted that the original plans called for a future “phase two” in which the present worship area
would be turned into an education wing, and a new sanctuary would be added to the church extending west from the
present building.

104 Pictures of the ceremony are found in the Redeemer 10™ Anniversary booklet, page 25.
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did not damper the joy oﬁ that festive occasion in Redeemer’s history.'® Redeemer’s new
facility was filled with people for two services that day; the church sanctuary seating capacity
provided space for approximately 120 worshippers,'°° and the narthex provided sufficient room
for overflow seating for the large crowd that day. Dr. Becker served as the guest preacher for
the morning service, and Pastor Gerlach in the afternoon service. The Redeemer Ladies’ Guild
hosted a luncheon after each of the services. The founding members of Redeemer congregation
could finally take a moment to enjoy the fruits of their hard labors over the past several years.
Most importantly, a congregation had been founded and a church building had been constructed
in Cedarburg where the gospél of our Lord Jesus would, and still does, remain the central

message of all preaching, teaching, and ministry.

Conclusion

One can not begin to estimate the importance of this little congregation. It is true that
Redeemer Church has not always enjoyed the amazing growth it experienced in its initial years.
It is not within the scope of this paper to speculate the reasons for that lack of external growth.
Rather, we conclude by looking forward and focusing on the positive blessings our God has
given through this assembly of believers. The Lord of the Church has graciously allowed
Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church to stand as a voice for confessional, biblical
Lutheranism for over thirty years in the Cedarburg community. Redeemer has enjoyed the

blessings of faithful pastors and warm Christian fellowship. The gospel of Jesus Christ

19 Pastor Kaiser noted in the April 25 telephone interview that the plaque in the narthex of the church, thanking Dr.
Becker and Prof. Gerlach for their aid and assistance in the first years of the congregation, has the wrong dedication
date printed because the dedication services were delayed.

19 The architect’s description stated that the church sanctuary could seat 160 people, but in this author’s opinion,
that is a highly unrealistic figure. Bven the 120-person estimated capacity is a bit generous. The congregation
recently removed two pews from the sanctuary to allow for more room between the pews, so the current seating
capacity today is approximately 100.
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continues to be our strength and our song. In an égé of spiritual doubt and uncertainty, these are
blessings that cannot be emphasized enough. In view of these blessings...

Soli Deo Gloria!
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PETITION
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CEDARBURG, WISCONSIN AREA



e

PETITION TO THE WISCONSIN EVANGELiCAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

We the undersigned do hereby respectfully petition the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod for the establishment cf a new church 1in
the Town of Cedarburg, under Mission status.

We féel“that the location of the new church should be immediately

‘northwest of the City of Cedarburg, in the Town of Cedarburg, Ozaukee

County, Wisconsin.

Oiaukee County and the Town of Cedarburg are completing a decade
of great growth and apparently are on the threshold cf -another decade
of even greater growth. We are already seeing industrial employment,

-in the @ity of Cedarburg and environs, expanding more rapidly than
~ population, thus generating the growth in housing that typically

parallels such expansion.

‘"It is an established fact that perhaps as much as 80% of the

" national population growth is taking place in urban regions, and

the great bulk of that amount is taking place in the rural-urban
fringe areas such as that of Ozaukee County. Modern transportation,
rising income levels, government-supported mortgage credit, and a
common desire to live in an open country or rural village setting
while enjoying the economic, social and cultural opportunities of
the metropolis have all combined to overcome the barriers of time
and distance,that once kept large cities compact.

‘Ozaukee County is in a good position to benefit from the increased
migration to the country. Firstly, many of the cholce outlying
Milwaukee suburbs are nearly or completely filled to capacity, which
has helped to create premium prices for existing lots. Secondly,
relatively lower tax rates, in the short run, seem to entice the
prospective suburban dweller beyond the Milwaukee County border.
Thirdly, the existence of State Trunk Highway 57 and State Highway 141
substantially reduces travel time between Milwaukee and Ozaukee
Counties, making Ozaukee County a more desireable residential area.
Also, .a proposed new extension of the Zoo Freeway to the north will

" run through Ozgdukee County approximately’ along: thespresent route:of

Highway 181 (76th St.).

The accompanying table'on the following page shows historical.

" population figures afdd projections to 1980, for the eleven counties

comprising the southeasterh portion of Wisconsin.
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County
Dodge
Fond du Lac

Jefferson

Kenoshé u{7-

Milwaukee

POPULATION OF ELEVEN WISCONSIN COUATIES
DY DECADE, 1900 TO 1980

1900 1910

L6.6 474

4706 51.6
34-18 34.3

1,7 32.9

330.0  433.2

(Thcusands)
1920 1930 1940
497 52,1 54,3
56,1 59.9 62,4
350 363 3R.9
51,3 63,3 63.5
539,54 .72;;3 76649

{Projected)
1970 1980

71.8 82,4
5.3 97.3
0.2 75.8

:13804 188.6

1172,1  1246.7

185.5  246,7

Research Division, Milwaukee Asso:iation-of Commerce o

Racine 1.6 ST 79.0 0 90,2 94,0 1.6 L4l
Sheboygan 50,3 54.9v. 5§,9'-. 71.2 76,2 5056 86,5 91;1. 96.6
Walworth 22,3 >29;6 2.3 Blnll 3301 L1,6 . 52.4 ﬁ}ué ViOusg
" Washington 23,6 23.8 25,7 2645 28.4 | 33,9 46.1 66,5 1065
Eaﬁkeéhal 3‘32 371 '42.6’ 52,4 “T‘62.,'7 8f9 158,2 252..22). 37905
Total 6.5%.1,,‘1' 8193 9843 1#26_0_3 i399.z. 1489.;7 -18454?;4’;61}:3‘ 2757.;
“SBgurce: U.S, Bureau of the Census. 1970 and 1980 projectioné made by the Business




Tt can be seen that Ozaukee . County is expected toc far outstrip
the average growth rate and also that of the next fastest growing
county, Waukesha, regardless of whether we consider the periods .
from 1960-1970, from 1960-1980, or 1970-1980. The Ozaukee county
population in 1980 is projected to be 331% of that in 1960, as
oEposed to 240% for Waukesha, the next fastest growing county, and
149% for the total eleven county area. It is also interesting to
note that the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
has estimated that the Town of Cedarburg will be the fastest grow-
ing township within Ozaukee County in the decade 1970-1980.

We have discussed the unusual growth prospects for Ozaukee County
and for the Town of Cedarburg, as they reflect the anticipated inflow
of new residents to the area. It must also be emphasized that, with
a new mission church, we would anticipate welcoming a great number
of members from among existing residents of the City of Cedarburg
and the Town of Cedarburg. The combined population of the city and
- the town of Cedarburg is currently approximately 11,000. Although

there are other Lutheran churches within the city of Cedarburg (there
are none in the Town of Cedarburg), we in the group whose signatures
are affixed hereto, have an accute awareness that there is much dis-
pleasure among Lutherans in our area at the continuing dilution of
doctrine and erosion of basic religious foundations, among many
members of these churches, which are Missouril Synod, LCA, and ALC.
The Cedarburg area has a heritage of primarily German con$ervatism,
and what many church members now see as a significant abandonment
of basic religious principles has disturbed what we estimate to be
a large number of people: Some cf these people have jolned the
Wisconsin Synod churches either in Grafton, Kirchayn, or Mequon.
We feel, however, that it is important that one's church be located
in one's own community. We consequently feel the distinct need for
a new Wisconsin Synod church within the Town of Cedarburg, near the
city limits of Cedarburg. - ‘

None of the individuals whose signatures are affixed hereto is ,
currently a member of a Wisconsin Synod Lutheran Church.. All, however,
hereby indicate total support of the:confessional position of: the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and have resigned, or are in
the process of resigning, from any other church membership. - Initial
_wWritten commitments from this grcup indicate that the average annual
" pledge will amount to in excess of $260.00 per year per member.




. We feel that we have a healthy variety of backgrounds, ages
and characteristics within our group. Our original religious
backgrounds run the gamut, although the magorlty cf our group
are former church council-men in the L.C.A. .

We feel that with this experlence in our group, and with the
strong concurrance which we all have with the confessional position
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, that we might not only
be able to achieve the privilege of membership in the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, but that you gentlemen, with the help
of the Holy Spirit, will see fit to grant to our groug mission
status so that we might help extend the True Word of the Lord to
those in this growing area who are now essentially without it.

We appreciate your kind ccnsideration of our petlulon and pray
that your de0151on will be favorable to our request

- Respectfully submitted
This fifth day of November, 1969.

H\LJ\J\M”\

% @Qwaﬁg’ @ We

\;//

Aznﬂaﬁv//£7 /4%2;/ﬂf/

"\»

dguﬂz/z/“(/ ,7;&%/ /(' (/ (/ QAL /17,/




WISCONSIN NO. 6547

' L s [ [ un [ e [ »n [ u 7
[ & Miles
I-____l] Hes Me (i 20,5 jngl Hnlv«
nomune(_ ('
L““n“‘ “r.N’e tannong Fullso A
X S sussexg 7
Hartiand o Butlerg
Pewauki .,_\ank [ o
BAYFIELD . Delafield Rt
’ Washburn WuUkeshu.@ mw'::,:i \“\H
. g WS 1, :
« west B . B
DUUGLAS wlron River .. Mew Berlino MlLWAUKrr’
" I / Ashlond WAUKESHA Ge EF“\\e\M““esﬁ‘?}‘[,J oG
| . &2 .
c H s ASHLAND Hmlﬂ. . - * Muskego® G‘HE\“\ Franklin N(a
J Yelom 3pr,
l G ellen Mantreal %o ook ek ; ¢
3 3 o - B N
! o Wing Lak RAGINE
L ¥ IRUN ETeoy fo
:, . oWaterford ]
b WASHBURN - SAWYER Ghddan g Mercer Racing
L
. Hayward Burlington  Union Grove o X
S surnen A : o " Sturfevant b
_ Foher Opark Falls T olacdy Fambeau EagleéRivel FOREST
rem gapecnes "ONEIDA ' Sy
.. PRICE H
5, Shell Lake o Radisson S Threw Laker© 7
. - : " FLORENCE  Niagara E
<y, - Phillips L h
. b &
o ) : Rhinelondery, ¢ . )
RLISK ' el :Clangun . “tinodmar ]
| . o aony
e RE RIS . . oF-entice .
. } 3 v o e Ladysnitn LINGOLN woheneg MARINETTE
'[ 5 Crane Faile Barron- - © Temahawk * LANGLADF aloperton w .
Pt .. . ucLkee..
< Amer, ok © TAY : L OCONTC
v o LOR o toke© : FOCONTE
B GHIPPEWA
. . . Merrill
DUNN aLomedt o Gilman  Medtord Fo) Antigo,  whie ate
S Blonmer o . o ©
*o 8 Hudson ) MARATHON MENOMINEE o
Conlerrn oot I - Peshtige
- Hudso o . > Chippewa SRS “athens X 2
] " Batdwin FoFl,ls A ot o ofhop Abbnlstmd . Wousau o Neapit
GMenomanie & Stantey Owen. © T Giltett Oconto,
. fau Cigire » CLARK Colby. Marathon® Wi O Schaied Keshunag, LIRS
O = . Wl . Oconto Falls
Aitaons EAU CLAIRE Greenwaod ] I3 Rothschild ia" tenbers
o Strattord Mosines SHAWAND & Shawano
Loyal: © Figerton
g S Augusta© e - o
© Durand Feurchild PORTAGE , Marion® “ Pulaski
) o ; o Heilsvile M°”hﬁe'd Clntansil
Mondoii Osseo £ Stevens Point : intonvifle -
JACKSON . 0 5Jnlg WAUPACA ?OUTAGSF\MIE
SJALRS . . . B Lymour
s oo bitEhaR Wisconsin Rapids iting Manawa® e Lonton
e e ) i Part Edwards mo Waupac @ ' &3 “Depere L3
P * o Biack Rive Falls © 95 Wiscansin Rapids = oHortonwiile & & BROWN oDenmai
. Brss o D) Nekoosa© Weyuwega App‘Ef (_\ GLl't(nP ‘((:hule
*hrcadi - - on @eoKaukouna
_ TRIMPEALLAU, JUNEAU  ADAMS : © _  WAUSHARA . Combiced ANMITOWOC 1
: LEGEND “ Galesule MONROE Pt et i
p [J— Sl MONROE umeET en
- Necedoh o Ome fuiton— Manitowo
. 4 Siate Copital ¥ “a Friendship : - . Bedi 0 & 3
K 0SSE Toman shig eclin @,
: ‘ HSilem aSeata @ 3 MARGUETTE ° o Oshkosh- New Holstein
5 Counly Seals alaska o New Liston . Adams ARQUETTE pinceton. pLANNEBAGO O s Kiei
| W.ka Crassep, engor e Westtiel peeten B
© ] annLCounly Nomes e?@.l.ﬂ Crosse Maustan ¢, estlield . é’ Y ghinon & IS Gargy.,y Lo,
A4S Hertington Coshton - Mont “"j' weentabd N Fond du Lac® @ I“"DUM Koszg,
Oty ontelle Markesin Fond du L LY
L POPULATION KEY | VERNON Hillsh 5§ FOND DU LAC Fonddu Msmm.mn.
tem AL S R AR Westby© lisborg ; winewac o GREEN LAKE Waupun _SHEBOYGAN
) Wisconsin Dells .
B £ Over 100,000 . o gla Farge SAUK AR D pacenite | ofo ik DODGE ™ © Camphaispa
$0.000 fo 100,000 {RICHLAND ONPETSIOE  portage Randoiph  Mayville o
Fnudslnwno Baraboo &, . © Horican ©  Kewaskui gacin
. 25.000 16 50.000 y COLUMBIA  Beovdr Do 0 d
M 5,000 to 50. ‘L,RAWH)RD ‘ oPuynette - T West Bend . 82 il
- . ; . a ;
@ 20,000 10 25,000 - . © Prairie du Sac . Lodi Cnlumbuso ! o Stinger M
' : Richiand Center ; sauk City S o Hal’ﬂun_'llD . Cadarhl
@ 10,000 fo 20,000 . Spring Green wma:::mmo‘ - Sun Watertown ‘w;xsmmsm
g S, . ° S - 3 . -
@ 5,000 to 10,01 . . f Musendo” JOWA © Waterlou Mennmnnee raus
~ v 10,000 raine y Chien Qoscobel i‘é?cs‘?\ M:ddle,l':::g ! Mddls prv_ Oconomowoc® ;
. 1,000 to 5,000 g Shwmlonn Monona  JLake JEFFIEIRSON W kv‘;’cusomsu AN
Dadgeville o ills OMiFatund | Mills  gJlefferson avkesno )
. s ‘ o
- Under 1,000 \(’RANT Fenmmore & Muunt_»Hureh oVerona Stoughton @ Fort Atkinson \\\s
% Lﬂn:a’slu &, oMinerat Pt OANE - Oregon ’ Palmytag, | WAUKESHA  pyaund
5] i By . o o] :
0 CLEARTYPE e ey LAFAYETTE Qe cans. o o PO T Gt of.Tioy RAGINE
W E e b et g sville e . Lvansville Mi WALWORTH + oWaterlord (4]
) ) s Darlinglon _GREEN o o ilton " guitington
: COUNTY-TOWN e ° sthony® Janeswille @, RUCK | Eborng _gn T
. Monrar , . RBlavang I:NDSHA %
A \ I\L ()NSIN . 4 T ,:Shullshurg b, Bmdhead “':;,,» “\ﬁguo a0 1.0 & G 0(‘-2:&; K 4 K
K s BERONE PL“, Clmlun shaon QL Genozg ;o O] b
Bl st f Mot i i Qs,-o o Dy R
s wd h S it iy % g,
o ! RO %y,
. M4
Q
b
P8 .
Popula}non classification based on the Federal
Census of 1960 corrected 6 latest state report.
4 4 5 |
O — [T T 7 1T % T _ s [ W [ 11 [ 12 [ 18 ] 1_\




PROGRESS REPORT AND COMMITTEE MINUTES

The committee of laymen in charge of providing Wisconsin gSynod
Serviees in the Cedarburg Wisconsin area, has been working diligeﬂtly
for the establishment of Redeemer Evangelical Iutheran church in
Cedarburg. Services were begun December 14, 1969 at the Cedarburg
Town Hall. pDr. Siegbert W. Becker is serving as Pastor of this
new venture. :

The committee comprised of Mr. Fred Stein, John Vansickle,
Lloyd Verhaulen, Dick Grossman and Ed. Wolf, met at the home of
Pastor Becker at 2401 po. Grant Blvd., Milwaukee Wisconsin on -
December 23, 1969, to discuss the needs and problems of .this
new mission. Mr. Qrossman was absent from this meeting.

It was agreed that no action pertaining to this church be
taken unless the committee and the Pastor dre involved. :

Discussion was held ‘as to whether contributions should be
made to Wisconsin Synod Mission Fund from offerings collected at
our services. Decision was delayed until the next meeting, pending
a Treasurers Report from Mr. Grossman. ‘

Mr. Stein agreed to call on all new families moving into the
community to make them aware of Yisconsin Synod services being held
in the community., ’

Pastor Becker suggested that the committee make available,
to the people attending the gunday service, coples of the Wisconsin
Synod Catechism, This ywe Belleve, and Catechism of Differences.
Twenty Four copies of each were purchased and made available to
those attending services. Twenty-Four Hymnals were also purchased.

‘ ~Pastor Becker informed the group that he will conduct classes
and-hnold discussions to determine who will qualify to participate

‘in communion.

John VanSickle gave a report on the starting of our Sunday
School pregram. Teachers for all grades have been obtained and
registration was to be held after the church servioe.on December 28th.,

Pastor Becker informed the group that the Cedarburg area would
be included in a house to house canvas by ths Seminary Students.
‘The committee agreed to provide @ brochure on the Wisconsin Synod
to be left at every home by the students. Tt isg haped that this
will stimulate further interest in the growth of this church, - This
canvas will probably be conducted near the end of January. R

- The committee and Pastor Recker agreed that the sum of $25,00
ber service be paid to pastor Becker and $.10 per mile for all
..traveling relative to Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church. All

bhone calls relative to the church would also be paid by the
congregation, ' o

The committee also agreed to pay the organist $5.00 per serﬁioen



~ page 2 -

payment to the Seminary student to instruct the Sunday School
teachers once a month, two and one-half hours of confirmation
instruction each week and preaching for one Sunday per month,
was deferred until a recommendatlon from the M15810n Board was
given to-the oommlttee.

Pastor Becker and the committee will meet approximately
every two weeks, and copies of the Treasurers Report, attendance
figures and minutes of these meetings wlll be sent to Pastor Kuehl.

Respeectfully submitted

Td. . Wolf

ECW-lw
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PETITTION

FOR MISSION STATUS

~

REDEEMER EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
CEDARBURG, WISCONSIN AREA -

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD



-

PETITION TO THE WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN SYNOD

We, the undersigned do hereby respectfully petition
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod for the establish-
ment of a new church in the Town of Cedarburg, under Mission
status. .

We feel that the location of the new church should
be immediately northwest of the City of Cedarburg, in the
Town of Cedarburg, Ozaukee County; Wisconsin.

Ozaukee County ano»thevTown of Cedarburg~ere cohplet—
ingTa'decade of great growth and apperently are on the:
threshold of another decade of even gfeater growth. We
are already seeing~industrial employment; in the City of
Cedarburg and environs, expanding more rapidly than popue
lation, thus generating the growth in housing that typically
parallels such expansion. |

It is an established fact.thaf'perhaps as mnch as
80% of the national population growth 1s taking blace in
urban regionu, and ‘the greafibulk of that amount is takilng
place in the ruraleurban fringe areas such as that of
: Ozaukee County. Modern'transportation, riSing income
levels,’ government -supported. mortgage credit and a common
desire to live in an open country or. rural v1llage setting
while enjoying the economic, social and cultural opportunie

ties'of the metropolis have all combined to overcome the



barriers of time and distance that'once.kept large citles!
comoact. |

Ozaukee County 1s in a good position %o beneflt
from the,increased’migration to the country. Firstly,
many of the-choice outlying- Milwaukee suburbs are nearly
or completely filled to capacity, which has helped to
create premium prices for'existihg lots. Secondly, rela-
tively lower tax rates, in the-short run, seem  to entlce
the prospectilve suburban dweller beyood the Milwaukee
County border. Thirdly, the exiétence of State Trunk
" Highway 57 and State Highway 141 substantially reduces
"travel tilme between Milwaukee and Ozaukee Counties, making
'Qzaukee County a more desirable residential area. . Also,
ai proposed new extension of the Zoo-Freeway to the north
will run through Ozaukee County approximately along the
present route of Highway 181 (76th St.).

q' The accompanying Exhiblt I on the following page-

shows hilstorical population figures and projections to
1980, for the eleven countiles compriSing the southeastern
portioo of WiSConsin. RS

It can be seen that Oéaukee County is expected to
far outstrip the average growto rate aﬁd also that of the
next fastest growing county, Waukesha, regardless of
whether we consider the periods from 1960-1970, from 1960~

1980, or 1970-1980. The Ozaukee county population in



' POPULATION OF ELEVEN WISCONSIN COUNTIES

BY DECADE, 1900 to 1980
(Thousands ).

(ProJectéa)
County ) 1900 1910 1920 1930 - 1940 ;ggg.\' 1960 1970 1980
bodge : - L46.6 - 47.4 49.7  52.1 54.3 57.5 - 63.2 71.8. B82.4
Fond du Lac 47.6 51.6 56.1°. 59.9 " " 62.4  67.8 75.1 85.3 97;3
Jefferson ' © 34.8 31.3 © 35.0  36.3° ' 38.9 43.1 50.1 "'60.2 75.8
Kenosha 21.7 .- 32.9 . 51.3  63.3  63.5 75.2° 100.6  138.4  188.6
Milwaukee 330.0  433.2  539.4 725.3  766.9  B871.0 1036.0 1172.1 1246.7
O ' PE— o8,
Racine . 45.6 57.4 79.0  90.2 94L.0 . 109.6  141.8  185.5  2U46.7
~ Sheboygan 50.3 54.9 59.9  7l.2  76.2 80.6 86.5  91.1 96.6 .
 Walworth ‘ 29.3 29.6  29.3  31.1 33.1 - 41.6 52.4 73.6.  110.0
Washington . 23.6 . 23.8 35.7  26.6  28.4  33.9 46.1 66.5  106.5
Waukesha -~ 35.2 37.1 b2.6  52.4 62.7  85.9 - 158.2 .252.0-  37¢C
Total 681.1  819.3  984.3 1226ﬂ3' 1299.4 1489.7'. 1848.4  2261.3 2757,

Source: U.S. Bureau. of the Census. 1970 and 1980 projectioﬁs made by the Buslness Research

Division, Milwaukee Association of Commerce.
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1980 is projected to be 331% of that‘in 1960, as opposed
‘ to 240% for Waukesha, the next fastest growing county,
and’149% for the total. eleven oounty area. 'It is also
interesting to note that the Southeastern Wisconsin Re-
gional Planning Commiss1on has estimated that the Town of
- Cedarburg will be the‘fastest growing township within
Ozaukee Countfiin the decade 1970-1980.

We have discussed the'unusual growth prospects for
Ozaukee County and for'the Town of Cedarburg, as they re-
flect the anticipated inflow of.new’residents to the area.
It must also be emphaSized that, with a new mission church,
we would antiCipate welcoming a great number of members
from among exlsting residents of the City of Cedarburg
and the Town of Cedarburg The combined population of the
City and the Town of Cedarburg is ourrently approximately
1%,000. Although there are other Lutheran churches within
the City of Cedarburg (there are none in the Town of Cedar-
burg), we have an accute- awareness that there is much dis-
pleasure in our area at the continuing dilution of doc-
trine and erosion of bas1c religious foundations, among
many members of these churches, which are Missouri Synod
| IGA, and AIC. The Cedarburg area has a heritage of pri-
marily German conservatism, and what. many church members
now see as & significant abandonment of basic religious
dootrineihas disturbed what we estimate to be a large

numbér of people. Some of these people have joined the



Wisconsin Synod churches either in Grafton, Kirchayn, or
Mequon. We feel, however, that 1t is important that one's
church be located in one's own community. We consequently
feel the distinct need for a new Wisconsin_Synod church
within the Town of Cedarburg, near the city limits of
Cedarburg.

Since our initlal appearance before the District
Mission Board in November of 1969, our group has been
conducting exploratory services (beginning on Deoember.lﬂ)
on a regular basis at the Cedarburg Town Hall. We have
taken the name Redeemer Eyangelical Lutheran Church. Dr.
Siegbert W. Becker, Professor at the Wisconsin Synod
Seminary in Mequon has been acting as our interim Pastor
and has supervised our programs. Mr. John Mittelstaedt
'a senior student at the Seminary, is serving us as Dr..

»Beoker S assistant, administering our Christian education
programs,making some prospect calls and preaching on those
occasions when Dr. Becker has other commitments (generally
once a month) | |
Y : Realizing fully that Dr.:Becker's primary commitment
1s to his work at the Seminary, we are reluctant to im- ¢
pose upon his time to too great a degree between Sundays,
although he has graciously consented to make some calls
for us, 1in addition Co.hlS conducting & recently completed

weekly adult instruction course for our group and inter- .



ested acquaiﬁtances.

Our group has organized its evangelism efforté SO
that all visitors who attend our church servicgs, plus
new residents to the community, plus all other approbri-
ate prospects for membership, ;re now being visited
promptly on a regular basis. In addition to the lay
callers within our groﬁp, four Seminaryistudents have
- agreed to assist in this effort on a continuing basils.

Exhibit III attached provides a con@ensed summary
of" our progress during the'fir§t three full months of
opefation, relative to our finaﬁces and our church aﬁ-
_tendancé. At our services on.Eastef'Sunday, seven
»fémiiies were aqéepted into membership at>Redéemer
Evangelical-Lutheran Chufch, as a resulﬁnof their having
been granted membership in the WIScbnsiﬁ Evangelicai
Lutheran Synod through the coopération df various neighbor-
ing congregations. éince thaﬁgtime, elght additional
families have indicated that they are ﬁowAalsd réady for
membershlip. In addiﬁion four more families of Seminary>
studénts havé'iﬁdidated“%hat they are now interésﬁed in
. membership. at Redeemer. Nﬁmerous other families have
indicated that they élso wi;l be ready to Join at sﬁch
time as we achiéve Mission status. The'healthy growth
trénd_in our church attendance would certainly seem'to
aﬁtest to the existence of considerably more interest

within the community.



| EXHIBIT ITT .8

REDEEMER EVANGELICAIL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Condensed Summary of Progress

First Three Full Months of Operation

January, February, March, 1970

‘ . 3 months
January . February March#* Cumulative*

Recelpts . ‘ '
(primarily

Sunday ' )

offerings) = $ 378.17 . $ 475.31 $ 8o4.79 $ 1,748.27
Disbursements
Salaries (Pastor, . o :

assistant, organist) 155.00 174.21 273.35 602.56
Bullding Rental 40.00  40.00 60.00 140.00
Synod Offering - 35.00 145.00 " 80.00
Other expenses 106.54 . _37.27 391.34 - 535.15
~ TOTAL . - ‘ .

DISBURSEMENTS $ 301.54 286,48 769.69 1,357.17
Chﬁrch . o . o
Attendance 171 248 374 - 793

*¥March figures include an additional service on Good Ffiday
Note: These attendance figures include seminary students, who

& . generally total from 5 to 12 individuals at any given '

service,



We currently are serviné twelve youngsters in our regue
lar Sunday School, and we anticipate that this number
willl be increasing greatly. Twenty-two persons'partook
of the Lord‘s Supper on Easter Sunday, the first time

it has been offered in our church. Subject to the wlshes
of the entire congregation, we tentatively plan to ad-
minister Holy Communion on a-once‘a'month basis.

Redeemer‘Evangelical Lutheran Church is currently
remunerating Dr. Becker at the rate of $30.00 per church
service, plus 10¢ per mile_and out—of—pocket expenses.
| Mr. Mittelstaedt, his asslstant, receives $70.00 per month,
which covers his time with'occasional preaching,lcalling,
-preparation and administration of the Sunday Schooi pro-
gram and continuing education of the 1ay Sunday School
teachers. The four seminary students, who ass1st with
the eyangelism cailing, are being reimbursed for mileage
‘Costs at the‘rate of 10¢ per mile.

If the Mission Board determines that our church is
worthy of Mission status at this time, we would respect-
fully request that we be permitted to continue with this
. same administrative structure for'another year. We have
approached Dr. Becker with the . proposal and he has
‘graciously consented to serve us on this basis until June‘
of 1971, subject of COULSG, to the approval of the Synod.

We feel that this "team pastorate approach will



10

provide considerable benefits. It will allow our church
to continue an active aséociation.with a man whom we
feel is a truly extraordinary Christian, Dr. Becker. It
wlll permit us to operate on a more modest budget fof
this period of time, sd that when the time eventually
comes thHat we must pay for a full-time paétor's salary,
Housing, etc., 1in addition to principal and.interest
payments on a.mortgage, plus the many other operating
expenses, we willl hopefully:be much closer ﬁo financial
self-sufficiency with our total budget. Thils "team
43pas55rate” arrangement would also 6bvi0usly postpoﬁe,
fior 1ts duration, the need for us to call a full time
ﬁastor, thus freeing up, for the mément; one man to be
avaiiable to serve another congregation.

We feel that we have a healthy Qariety of back-
grounds,-ages ahd chéracteristics within our group.
Although the~majority of the original small nucleus of
organizers wefe,individuals who had recently left the L.C.A.
for doctrihal réasoné, our grbup has now swelled to the
point where we are drawing from our entife Protestant
religibus community, in addition to the un-churched.

We feel that, even in itsvearly infanéy, Redeemer
"Evangelilcal Lﬁfheran Church is showing very healthy signs
of-growth.‘ We are afgroup‘totally committed to the con- -

fessional position of the Wisconsin Evangelical‘Lutheran



11

§ynod and eager to put forth our God-glven wherewithal,
tangible énd intangible, in order tolmake our church grow
and prosper the way -He would want 1t to. We are con-
fident this can be accomplished We hope that the Mission -
Board will deem our church worthy of Mission status at
this time, so that we may proceed and grow 1n our abllity
to extend the True ‘Word of the. Lord to those in this grow—
ing area, so many of whom are now essentially without it
We appreclate your kind consideration of our peti-
tion and pray that-yeur decision will be favorable to
our requesti

:Respectfully submitted ,
This thirteenth day of April, 1970

Edward C. Wolf, President,
and on behalf of,'Committee‘of laymen 1in charge of provid-
ing Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran services tnrough the
Cengregation Redeemer EvangeiicallLutneran Church, Cedarburg,

Wigconsin.
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