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WiiE ANTICHRIST AND ANTICHRISTS

Connected with the Bible's teaching of
the end of the world, the Judgment, and eter-
nal 1life and eternal death (teachings general—
ly falling under the term, Eschatology) is
God's teaching and doctrine concerning the
Antichrist. There are many warnings in the
Bible concerning false teachers (e.g., Mt 7:
15-23; 16:63 Rm 16:17,18; 2 Tm 2:16-19; etc.),
and the Scriptures”warn that godless and false
teachers will increase toward the end of the
world (e.g., Mt 24:5,23,245 2 Tm 3:1-5; 2 Pe 2
and 3; etcC.). ,

Anyone who denies the Bible's teaching of
Jesus Christ, denies that he is the incarnate
Son of God, er denies this by denying his re-
demptive work as the Son of God and the Son of
Man, is an antichrist. It is, however, in the
Apostle John's first two general letters that
a very clear distinction is made between anti-
christs and the Antichrist (the prefix ‘anti’
means both ‘opposed to' and 'in place of*).

READ: 1 John 2:18-23; 1 John 4:1-6; 2 John 7

If you compare various translations of
the Bible, you will find differing opinions on
the use of the definite article ('the') in
these passages. In English :we would use the
definite article in 1 John 2:18a ("as you have
. heard that the Antichrist shall come") because

" the word Antichrist is there used as a title.

.In 2 John 7 we would not use the definite ar-~

ticle before the words "deceiver" and "anfi.
christ® ©because the use of the article in
. Greek is generic (as ev1denced from the flrst
part of the verse).
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It is.important to note espec1a*1y'two_things
in :these. pagsages:. of Scripture. ”First, John
points .out .distinctly that , there are Rany
antlchrlsts who "have come"~ (1 gn 2 18
tiand consistentiv - G 'uses ‘the plural i
- term "every" “with regard to the ‘
(1 Jn 2:18,19¢ 431, 2°n2 Jn 7),
is the Antlchrlst wno 15 comlnq
’Secondly,’
' _the Antichrist 'is ‘
~-all antichrist lfJnf4ﬁ@;3
“spirit r(attltude~ or pr1nc1p1e , : 34
(1 Jn 4:6) which 1is opposed to that of the
Gospel truth (1.Jn 4: &) and which -denies the
foundation of the savihg Gospel (1 Jn 2: 72 23,
4:2,35 2 Jn 7 - Mt 16: 15-18). o

SUMhARY.' The Blble teaCues that many false
feachers will ”O“Q.(esp6C1a j"” toward the end
of the world),: claiming tq’ teach the saving

‘Gospel.of Christ. They ‘are to be recognlzed

by their fruits (Mt 7:15-20): whether or not
they " directly or_lndlrectly deny " ‘the person
and work -of-Jesus Christ:; +the Son of God who

put on fiesh to redeem us from our sins.~by,

being our perfect substitute and sacrifice.
Among these many antlthLStS will cCom= one who
is pLeemlﬂently called Ftneiﬁntlchrlqt‘,,the
arcnantlchrlst whofStands out ‘above all the
others@ A T A S

TqE A\NTICHPTS“ ; LHE HAN OF LAWL ESSNESo ;‘

The ADOStLe Jonh wrltes, "you 1*ave heard”
~that ~ the “Antichrist
‘and,  “"you have”heard”' that the sririt of +he
Antichrist is com¢1g ‘and’ that the spirit of
the Antichrist is already now in the world (1

Jn 4:3). In 2 Thessalonians, chapter 2, the
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is coming (1 Jn 2:138),

Apostle I .ul speaks of the man of lawlessness,

. an archenemy of Christ, who is coming, but

whose spirit. or attitude or principle of law-
lessness 1is already at work (2 Th 2:3,4,7).

‘"He reminds his readers: "I used to tell you

these things,” (2 Th 2:5). He calls this man
of lawlessness "the antikeimenos", the one who
opposes God and professes to take his place.

~Just as John ascribes the evil of all false

teachers (antichrists) to the very same spirit
as that of the Antichrist (1 Jn 4:3), so Paul
ascribes to the man of lawlessness the very
sum and substance of such 1lying evil (2 Th 2:
9,10). Just as John connects the Antichrist's
future coming to the end of the worid (1 Jn 2:
18), so Paul reminds and comforts the Thessa-
lonians that they could not have missed Jesus'
Second Coming (one of the false teachings that
was endangering them at the time) because the
man of lawlessness had not yet been revealed
(2 Th 2:1=-3). L

Just as John reminds us that the only way to
be kept safe from the Antichrist (as well as
all antichrists) is by knowing the truth (1 Jn
2:20), Kkeeping the truth we have heard from
the beginning (1 Jn 2:24), and recognizing the
spirit of truth and the spirit of error (1 Jn
4:6)3 so Paul reminds us that the only way not
to be deceived by the man of lawlessness is by
loving the Gospel truth (2 Th 2:10,12).

SUMMARY: The Antichrist and the man of law-

lessness are identical.
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THE biNGE PRET”Q UF THE LNLLeLbIST

- = Tha Apostle John d1StlﬁngShQS‘kb cween
the;br- ichrist and evnry antichrist, reminding
us to be careful -and to shun all fa“se teach—
~ers and teachings, since they have the same
spirit of faleenood as ' the- Antichrist. The
2postle Paul, in 2 Thessalonians 2: 3- 12, iden-
tifiss the Antichrist by detailing his ChaKTC«
teristics and marks. He ~gives: his.finger-
‘prints, so to speak, so that we may recognize
him and not bhe numkered. among those deceived
by this archantichrist, : :

~3

READ: “Z‘Thessa;oniahs 2:1~1

1., -Verse 2. Ti:z nlfLChfl st,” who is dcomed
to deeurucLACe; causeq a r belllon, apos-

“tasy, falling aways. ' “That' tebellion will re-

veal him to be who he is for all who love . the
truth to recognize, just as Jesus' Second Com-
ing will reveal him to be the Chrigt (to the
oy cf those who now believe, to the terror ‘of
+hoee who now dis be_1eve)o -The  rebellion or
apostasy: is one agaln it and from the Gospel
truth (ve. 10, )12) . S I

eree 4. The Antichrist eoxalts himseif
sove all  that is calied God or that is
to be worshipzad or raveread; 1.e,; ‘he Usurps
divine authority (Ps 82:6 - Jn 10:34,35 in
government, home, and espv”_“Ley in the Cnureh
- the temple of God (1 Cor 3:16: .2 Cor 6 i6s:
Eph 2:19-22). He is to be found wrare the
Gospel; the mark of the- CHurch, ie lou“ug
(Note that he is calied the rnystery of law-

lessness) .

2o

<

-

Q)E

-
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3. ¥eo..: 4. The Antichrist claims authority
o which God alone has, makes hlmself out to
be God. .

4, Verse 7. The mystéry ‘of the Antichrist

was already at work at the time of the
apostles (note 1 Jn 4:3, speaking of the spir-

it of the Antichristi).

5.  Verses 6,7. The Antichrist 'is to be re-

© vealed at God's right time ‘for him in
conjunction with the great apostasy (v. 3).
What would cease to restrain him 1s the some-
thing (v. 6)/someone (v. 7) that "you know",
namely, the love of the Goswel truth (vv. 10,
12). : ; ,

6, Verse 8, Connected als with his being

reveaied is the prophecy that the Anti~
christ will be done away with or overthrown by
the spirit or breath of the Lord's mouth -
that is, the Lord's Word (Is 11:4; Eph 4 17 -
Re 1:16). .

7. Verse 8. ThekAntichrist will be destroy-
ed or put out of commission at and by
Christ's v181ble and glorlous Second Coming.

.8, . Verse 9, The~Antichrist’s Coming (being

revealed) is with the operation of Satan

. himself - with every kind of lying and deceit-

ful miracle, sign, and wonder (the same three

words ‘used to describe Jesus' miracles).

9, Verse 10. The Antichrist deceives those
who are perishing with every kind of
wicked deception. , o




10. Verses 10-12. The Antichrist's effect-
iveness 1s a - judgment of God on those who
do not love the Gospel truth but rather de-
light in wickedness. Just as God sent forth
a 1lying spirit in the mouth of the false
prophets to persuade the rebelllous and hard-
hearted Ahab to commit folly (1 Kgs 22), so
God sends the working of error in the spirit
of the Antichrist (as well as all antlchrlsts)
so that those. who desplse God's. grace -in his
Gospel truth should be hardened in believing
the great lie of work-righteousness and = be
condemned. : R e o

éﬁMMéRY: LET THE READER BEWARE, AND PRAISE
AND THANK GOD FOR REVEALING THIS TEACHING TO
Uust

THE PODE IS THE VERY ANTICFPIST

Althouqh the Scrlpture s teachlng of the
Antichrist is a non-fundamental doctrine of
the Bible (it does not belong to the founda-

tion -or object of faith in so far as Saving .

faith obtains the forglvenessof sins and makes

men children of God), it is ' nevertheles an

article of faith, a doctrine of God. It is

the height of folly to ignore this teachlng

(as well as any of God's teachings), since it
is glven us._ for. our warning - and comfort. It
warns and alerts us against the Antichrist's
deceptiveness. so that we are not numbered
among .the deceived and condemned. It comforts
us-with the assurance of the victory of Christ
and his Gospel of salvation. Indeed, it is

blasphemy to despise or ignore any of God's

teachings.
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Sinee'ucripture gives us the flngerprlnts of
the Antichrist that we mlght recognize and be-
ware of him (and also join in his overthrow by
loving and proclaiming the pure Gospel truth -
the breath of the Lord's mouth), it is Scrip-
ture which reveals the Pope to be the very
Antichrist because the Pope's flngers match
the prlnts given by God hlmself. :

The follow1ng paragraphs -correspond +to the
similarly numbered paragraphs in the previous
sectlon.

1. The very heart of. the Gospel truth is
‘ that man is justified and saved only by
faith in Christ Jesus, without doing the works
commanded Dby the law (Rm 3:28). As more and
more false teachings gained prominence in the -
history of the papacy, there was promoted the
idea of synergism (the teaching that man*s will
cooperates with God in regeneration, and thus
salvation). The subtle and damning character
of this popish teaching was grossly stated in -
three of the canons (rules or laws) of the
Sixth Session of the Council of Trent, a coun-
cil of the Roman Catholic Church called by the
Pope and lasting from 1545 to 1563. To anath-
ematize means to curse with excommunication,
with the resulting meaning of damning . :

Canon XI. "If any one saith, that men are
Justifled, either by the sole imputation of

the justice of Christ, or by the sole remis-
sion of 81ns,' to the exclusion of the grace

“and the charity which is poured forth in their

hearts by the Holy Ghost, and is inherent in :
them; or even that the grace, whereby we are
justified, 1is only the favor of God; 1let him
be anathema."”
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*f«.Canon XII.ff"If any one salth that
.. faith is nothing else but confidence e
7 .divine mercy which remlts sins for’ Chrlst s

"’w"saKe,‘?or,” that this conleence alone is thatf
'lﬁwhereby we are Justlfled let hlmkmaanathema .

(NOTE: It must be kept in mind what the

Roman,Catholic Church means by grace. The

term grace in . Roman CatholJc1sm is not

» ~God's undeserved love and mercy, for gin-
.ners, it is rather a med1c1ne., Denylng “the
Scrlpture s teaching of orlglnal sin, Ca—

~tholicism claims that everyone has the nat--

"zural -power (bonus .motus - good attltude) to
desire God and desire to do his will. When

this ‘bonus motus . 1s exercised . .on the part .

‘~of the.individual, . God confers the .reward
of the first grace (Catholic Justlflcatlon)
which enables the individual to do good

= WOrKss.  When the individual. then combines:.: i
:.-the ‘exercise  of his bonus motus . with-the- .
i~ :first-grace infused .in:him and:acecmplishes. i, .

. .rgoodsworks, -God confers-on-himr-the reward
‘~=fof%theyfsecond¢grace '(Catholi, 2 vat ior
~Note::the misuse.: sSCeripture’ siotermss:
LTLgracey.. Justlflcatlon, salvatlon*‘ Noteﬁalso
-the.synergism. ) R P -

" 'Canon XX. "If any one salth, that the man whgw;g

is justified and how perfect soever, is not
bound - to okserve the commandments of God and
of the Church, but only to believe; as if in-
deed the Gospel were a bare and absolute prom-
ise of eternal 1life, without the condition of
observing the commandments~ let him be anath-
ema.”

2. The more thorough one's knowledge of the
histcry and the teaching of the papacy,

i 4
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the more remarkable the fulfillment of this
prophecy seems. The Pope's claims of juris-
diction in areas of authority such as govern-
ment and the family are no longer as gross and
obvious as in previous centuries - but they
remain nevertheless. Of the two we w1ll treat
his claim of authorlty in government.

In the Middle Ages the Pope crowned kings. At

the time of Pope Leo XIII (ruled from 1878 to
1903), the papacy's assertion of jurisdiction
over government found the following = expres-
sion: "It is not lawful for the state, any
more than for the 1nd1V1dua1, to hold in equal
favor different kinds of religion: that the
unrestrained freedom of thlnklng and of openly
making known one's thoughts is not inherent in
the rights of citizens, and is by no means to
be reckoned worthy of favor and supported.”

In Vatican Council ITI (1963-1965) the Pope ad-
mits the content of the right of religious
freedom equally - to all churches ' as to the
Roman - Catholic Church. With regard to the
foundation of the right, the Pope nevertheless
st1ll draws a sharp distinction: the Catholic
Church claims to possess this right in all its
fulness for itself alone on the basis of the
divine mandate supposedly 1laid upon it by
Christ himself. (Remember that the Pope claims
the Roman Catholic Church to be the one Holy
Christian Church on earth. Whenever -the Pope
speaks about 'the Church', he means the Roman

Catholic Church.)

The Vatican II Declarationon Religious Freedom
says: "Among other things which concern the
good of the Church and indeed the welfare of
society here con earth - things therefore which
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are always to be kept  secure and defended
against all injury - this certainly is preeml»
nent, namely, that the Church
that full measure of freedom
- for the Salvatwon of
dom  -is- sacred,
endowed vlth it the Church which he pur chased
with His blood, It is so much a pxoperty of
the Church” that to._.act against 4t  is ‘to act
against the wili of God. . The. freedom. of .the
PHurch ig the fu_damen al pr1nu1p1e in what
conceri:s the relatlons beuween the Church. .and
govevrmen S, and the whole ClVll o der i

which her car
men requlreeﬁ‘ This free—

The Pcpa‘ts Clalm - of absolute aue
Ho iy Fﬂl;ot“an Church_ -

tion over ‘hristians -
following’ guotations’ from Vatlcan‘
11870) . ’?ote ~that Vatican Courcii II

firms *he teachlnc of 1 atlean Coanc1l I.)
Va+1c an Counc11 ¢3_vnapter I
anyone, . therefore, shall. say'
Peter the 2postle was nct. appOLﬂceQ
of all the Apostles and the visible d.
the whole Church Miiitant; .or. thatljthe sane
;u*rece*y 'ard 1mmea_atelj recexu’ o from: the
same Our Lord Jesus Christ. a prlmaCJ -0f. honor
‘only, and not of tr ae and proper Jurlsdletlon,
let him be znathema.” L :

Chapter II (andthema). "I, then, any should
deny “that it is by the THStltuteun‘vOf Christ

the Lord, o7 by dlv]ﬂe right, that Blessed
Peter should have ‘a perpetual line of succes-
Sors in the Primucy ~ver the Universal Church,

or that the Remar Pontiff - ig the- ‘successor of
Blessed Pener 1n thlq ﬂrlm:cv, let him . be
~anathenma .” \ ‘

should en]oy

ccause the only—berotten Son .

s

Y
#

Chapter IIT (anathema). "If then any shali sa”

faith and morals,

the faltthl

:Doctor

that the Roman Pontiff  has the office meraly
of* inspection or 01rectlon, and not.  full and
supreme power ‘of JuflS iiction over:the Univer-
sal Church, not only in tnlngs which beleng to
but also in those which re-
late to the dlcClpllne and government 7 of tae
Churchi spread throughout the world; or asser
that he possesses mere.ythe urlnc1ple part, and
not all the- fulness oS this Supreme power;  or
that this power whweh he enjov “is not ordi-

Nary and 1mmed1ate, both over each and all the

Churches and over each and:all: theWPastors and
let him beianathema. '

,"We (re—~

~Fnap§er IV (deflnltlon anq-anathem,
'errlﬁq to the Fope) teach and. define that it
ig a dogma divinely reveale ﬂ;_that the fomanJ~
Pontiff, when he. speaks ex Gathedr ~ that is,.

of the office of Pastor and
Cviptue -

when in discharge
~of 'all Christiansos by

trine regarding faith or mbrails +to be held by -
the Universal Church, by sthe wivine: @ssistance:
promised to him in blessed- Peter, dspossessed -
of that: infallibility  with which «the divine
Redeemer willed that His Church should be en-
dowed for-defining doctrine. recgarding faith or-
moralss and that therefore such definitions of
the Roman Pontiff are irreformable  of them-
selves, “and not from the" consent -« of  the
Church. But if anyone -.which may God avert -
presume to contradict this Our definition: let
him be anathema,-v

3 L3 rx:}u‘

‘Fope's ' claim

LLLlOWlng guutatlons Clearly show the
‘on authority whicdh CGod re=

serves only for himself (as already. evidenced
z

. and that he makes himsclf out to be

(13)

of "his
“supreine ‘Apostolic authorxhyuehe ‘defines a ‘doc= =



God. (Remember that our God and Lord Jesus
Christ is the only Head of the Holy Christian
Church - Eph 4:15; 5:23; Col 1:18; 2:19, )

From Unan Sanctam, decreecﬁfPope Boniface VIII
in 1302. "We are compelled to believe and hoid
the one Holy Catholic and itself apostolic
church with urgent faith ... outside of which
there is neither Salvation nor remission of
Sins «.. horeover, we declare that every human
creature is to be subject to the Roman Pon-
tiff, we say, we define and pronounce, to be
altogether necessary for salvation.”

From Vatican Council II Dogmatic Constitution
cn_the Church. “Whosoever, therefore, knowing
that the Catholic Church was made necessary by
God through Jesus Chrlst would refuse to en-
ter her or to remain in her «could not be
saved. They are fully incorporated into . the
society of the Church ‘who, possessing the
Spirit of Christ, accept her entire system and
all the means of salvation given to her, . and
through union with her visible structure are
joined to Christ, who rules her through the
Supreme Pontiff and the bishops,™ ~

This Dogmatic Constltutlon on the Church goes
on to contend that among those who are not
Roman Catholic there are people who can attain
everlastlng salvation: those who are honored

with the name Christian and show a true reli-.

gious zeal; those who acknowledge the Creator
(but not Jesus Christ): those who “through no
fault of their own" do not know the Gospel or
the Roman Catholic Church but nevertheless
sincerely seek God and strive to do his will
as it is known - to them. Instead of calling
these people sons of the Church, it numbers

i”The above 'is clearer when reading a portlon ofx

‘be obtained. It was to the apostollcfcollece?

‘lieve our Lord entrusted ‘gll*the b1e351ngs

-'of the hpostles o

them among the "people of God". Yet : it idern.
~tifies the "people of God"” with the "Mother

Church'". They are linked to the Mother Church
by salutary bonds. Vatican Councilk>II has not
diminished the claim in Unam Sanctam; it has

merely_made it seem more palatable. SR

Vatlcan Council II's Decree on Ecumenism. "It

Is " through Christ's Catholic Church aldne,’’™

which Ts the all- embrac1ng means ‘of salvatlon,’
that the fulness of the means of salvation can

alone, of which Peter is the head, that

the Nev‘Covenant_w41n ordef to establls
‘earth

thOSé“S
belona 1n,aﬁyxway to God g ?eo@le."

! AT

LA L

fPrOm the‘Creed ‘of the’ COuncif 6f “Trent (1564

# "I 7 acknowkedge ™ Ehe holy}ﬁCaﬁhellc, G apeéa
f’tOllc Foman Church - “as thé&iméther = and’ teacher
of all ‘churches; and I pféide and. 9wear true
‘obedience to the Roman Pontiff, f

Christ ' and successor of 31essed Peterf’

‘“'From Vatican Council II, Dogmatic Constitution

on the Church. "Continuing in the same task

of clarification begun by Vatican I, this.
Council has decided to declare and proclain
before all men its teaching concerning bish-
ops, the successors of the apostles, who to-
gether with the successor of Peter, the Vicar
of Christ and the visible Head -of the whole
Church, govern the house of the l1iving God."
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4, The spirit of the Antichrist was alreddy

at work in the apostles’' time: supplant-
ing human authority for God's authority among
believers. Examples given in the Scriptures
range from the 'super apostles' of 2 Corinth-
ians and the 'Judaizers' of Galatians to Dio-
trephes in 3 John. Church history shows that
in po¥t-apostolic times the struggle for pre-
eminence of jurisdiction among the various
bishops flnally resulted in the bishop of Rome
claiming ° full and absolute jurisdiction for

himself, Note how Jesus forbids any idea of

jurisdiction (other +than that of the Word)
among his believers - Lk 22:24-27; Mt 23:8-12
(note that the word 'pope’ means ‘'father').

The Pope S claim of Jurlsdlctlon finds no ba—

sis in Matthew 16:13-19: "this rock" (petra)

is obviously not Peter (petros), but rather
the proclamation of Christ's person and work
(ve 16) - 1 Cor 3: 11; Eph 2:20. The authority
of the Gospel was given equally - to all be-
lievers - Mt 18:15-20; Jn 20: 22,23; 1 Pe 2:9,

10'

5. God is in control. He permits the Anti-

christ to deceive as an act of judgment
on those who neither 1love nor believe the
truth of the Gospel of Jesus. The BAntichrist
is revealed through the apostasy he promul-
gates, just as Christ will be’ revealed when he
comes on Judgment Day “to banlsh all apostates
to helil. : , Do

As the love of God's truth diminished among
many in the earily Christian Church, the Roman
bishop's claims to preeminent and absolute au-
thorlty by means of a supposed succession from
Peter were believed more and more. Stephen I,

(16)

bishop of Rome from 253 to 257, was the first,
according to recorded history, to claim such
jurisdiction as Peter's successor. Leo I,
bishop of Rome from 440 to 461, was able to
consolidate his power and be reverenced as the
one who spoke and dealt with Peter's (and S0,
Christ's) authority by almost all churches ex-
cept the eastern ones.

Around the year 860 the Archblshops of Trler
and- Cologne 1nt1mated that the Roman Pope was
the 2ntichrist. In 991 at the Synod: of
Rheéeims, Blshop Arnulf .called the Pope the
Antichrist. It is reported by Aventinus that
at the time 'of Pope Gregory VII (ruled from
1073 to 1085) all pious and humble hearts had
admitted that the rule of the Antichrist had

- begun. . Other Roman Catholics who had identi-

fied the Pope as the Antichrist  include Abbot
Joachim (c. 1200) and Eberhard of Salzburg in.

-1240.

“Among“non~Catholics“kﬁho,recognized the reve-

lation of the Antichrist in the Pope were the
Waldenses (excepting those of Italy) beginning
in the 12th century, Milicz of Prague (1350),
John Wycliffe (1380), and many of the follow-
ers of John Huss (died 1415), .

See the Lutheran Confessions - in the Concordia
Triglotta: the Smalcald Articles, p. 474, pat.
10-143 Of the Power and Primacy = of the Pope,
p. 514, par. 39-41. See also the Statement on
the Antichrist adopted by the Wisconsin Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod without a dissenting
vote at its 1959 convention, reading in parte

"Therefore on the basis of a renewed study of
the-pertinent Scrlptures we reafflrmtﬁm=statp-
ment of the Lutheran. Confessions that ‘the

(17)



- Pope'is the very Antichrist.'"

6. Error can be fought only with truth. The
, ‘proclamation . of the truth of the Gospel
at the time of the Lutheran Reformation " (sola
gratia, sola fide, sola scriptura) was parti-
cularly destructive of the Pope's power and
saved many souls from the great apostasy
caused by him. The Antichrist can’ be taken
out of people's hearts only by the power of
‘the Gospel whichis the Spirit's means for cre-
atlng ‘and sustaining  the love of the truth.
- Christ continues- to overthrow the A2ntichrist
with the breath of his mouth through us - as
long as we continue to fight the mystery of
- lawlessness with the mystery of the Gospel
,(Eph'6:19). T . '

7+ The .Antichrist: will,; however, Dbe com-

pletely destroyed (or put out of commis-
sion) only at Christ's wvisible and ‘glorious
~Second Coming., It is estimated that at the
time  'of the Lutheran Reformation the ‘entire
population of the world. numbered less than

470 million. Today there are approximately

600 million Roman Catholics ‘1living in the
worlid. It is ‘rather striking that, despite
the = severe setback of the Antichrist's power

. _at the time of the Reformation, his power

is (a1though not as comprehen81vely) over more
souls today. The Pope continues to sit-in the
temple of God,‘ making himself out to: be God,

- causing a continuing apostasy. Think how many
little Cathollc children,; broucht  to saving
faith 1in Holy Baptism; fall from faith and
lose eternal salvation thanks to the Pope and
his teachings! He will continue to do his
work "until Christ's Second Coming, when his
Work will come to an abrupt halt and his des-

(18)

S o o SR sn will be ,pompL“onea by DA T
Jesiis Cu_*st (Re 19:11-21). - ‘ ,

8. The miracles, signs, and wonders of thz
Antichrist. are  1lying and deceitful in

- thﬁt their purpose is to lead people from the
Gosprl truth (Fompare the purpose ~of the mir-

ﬂcles,.81qns ‘and-wonders done by the Apost"‘*

He 2:3,4). Although many of the miraciz:,
sions,‘and wonders claimed ky the Roman Cath-
olic Church may well be hoaxes, Cﬂrtalhlf they
cannodot all’ be proven: ‘as such. The 1eed1ng
statues,: mlraclemauucblated relics and images
of Mary and ‘the saints, stlgmata, shvouds,
healings associated with places where Mary is

‘said to have appeared, etc, draw: many people_v

to subordinate themselves to the Pope and con-
firm many peopie in their false bellefs.' One

can hardiy deny that - with CGod's" permission .

Satan’s work is promulgated through the Pope
by the use of ‘miracles, signs, and wonders
which would have people believe that the Pope
gneaks for God jUSt as God witnessed to the
truth by answering - EllJah' prayer (compare‘
1 Kgs 18:17-.40 and Re 13 11-14).

9 . The Pope deceives many ' who are ‘perishing

' (who ‘are destined for hell if they con-
tinue. "to despise the Gospel truth). He de-
ceives them with every kind  of wickzd decap-
tion., The worst kind of deception is' that he
at on2 and the same time proclaims Jesus, the
Son of God and the Son of-Man; " as the cruci-

fied:and risen. Savior of the world, -and then
on the other hand leads pacpic to believé‘that
they must contribute to their salvation By
doing the deeds of the law .and by being’ uub--
ject to the Pope. His wicked deceptions in-
clnde all of his false teachings: from his
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claimed jurisdiction over all Christendom and
his making himself out to be God to the idol-
atry of the Mass and his so-called sacrament
of penance.

He is indeed the mystery of lawlessness since
he, as the generally recognized leader of the
"greatest portion of nominal Christendomn,
teaches people the way to hell while proclaim-
ing the Gospel of. Jesus. The Apostle Paul
- uses the word "mystery" twenty-one times in
" his letters: twenty times with reference to
" godliness and the Gospel, and once with refer-
ence to the Antichrist. Because of God's
gracious promise in Isaiah 55:10,11 we know
that there are some true believers within the
Roman Catholic Church: souls which before God
trust solely in Jesus and his merits for their
salvation. But those souls are in great dan-
. .ger of losing that saving faith because of the
“Pope's deceptions.

-:10. The Pope and his rule over the hearts of
3 those who were received into the kingdom
- of God through Baptism as infants by faith in
Christ is a judgment of God against all who do
not believe the truth but love the wickedness
-0f rebellion against God instead. Any time we

" place our reason or our 01d Adam's desires

above -God's revealed Word and the Gospel of
Jesus we tempt God to delude ug with error as
an act of judgment. The Pope's aim is stilil
to bring all peoples in subjection to himself
under the guise of doing God's work. His real
-service 1s to godlessness. May God ©preserve
us faithful by hallowing his name among us and
may he always comfort us with the knowledge of
the effectiveness of the pure Word against the
man of lawlessness. -
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SU;JM““3; The Pope:-1s the "utic rlst whom we
are to Slst v1th the pure Gqsoel of Jesus..

=

COIIMON OBJECTIONS TO THIS DOC‘TR'NF OF G”"ﬂD |

SOme say that the
p011tlcal oppLessor
Spoken Ofvs Note

o Some Say tha* the Antlchrlst must be a
SanlD 1ndlvk§ual ‘(as .opposed to a succesclon'
of Popeb in"the papacy) because Paul speaks of
him in the singular (vv. 3,4,8).. Note that
the Apostle speaks of secret beglnnlngs in his
own day and yet places hig being put out of

" commission at the end of the world: +that he

speaks of the power which at first restrains
the Antichrist Dboth in the neuter gender
(v. 6) and 1in the masculine gender (v. 7) as
an individwual -~ and that restrainer is the
Gospel truth (vv. 10,12): that both that man
of lawlessness and the one who restrains are
clearly to be understood as collective nouns.

Some say that the Pope cannot be the
Antichrist because some Popes were pious men.
Note that he 15 called the mystery of lawless-
ness; that he obviously will seem pious since
he makes himself out to be God; that the Apos-
tle calls special attention to his deceptive-
ness; and finally that no cne can ke pious who
condemns those who believe that by the grace
of God alone man is justifi=d solely by faith
in Christ Jesus without doing the deeds of the
law.
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Some say that to call the Pope the Anti-
christ is a historical judgment and not an
article of faith, since the Scriptures do not
mention the Pope by name. Note that the ful-
fillment of prophecy is not a historical judg-
ment but as sure and certain a truth as God's
prophecy itself. All of Scripture's prophecies
are given so that their fulfillment is evident
_to the eyes ‘of faithe. Only time separates
‘prophecy from fulfillment. The fulfillment of
every prophecy is the same article of faith as
the prophecy. The prophecies  about the Anti-
christ find their fulfillment in the papacy;
therefore it is an article of faith to be held
‘before God and the Church that the Pope is the
very Antichrist. -

(22)
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