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Preliminary Notes

The following work is based primarily on and contains extensive quotations
from the presidential correspondence of O.J. Naumann. This correspondence has been
entrusted to the archive of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Because of the
sensitive nature of such correspondence, the identities of the correspondents will be
kept anonymous whenever possible. Each correspondent will instead be given an
appropriate title (Mr., Mrs., Pastor, etc.) and a letter of the alphabet.

The distribution and publication of the contents of this work are subject to the
policies of the archive of the WELS.

Because of the stated focus of this work, an effort will be made to reproduce
entire letters and complete series of correspondence, with a minimum of editorial
interruptions or modifications where possible. Comments will be added before and
after the text of the letters, and in footnotes. One can better sense the spirit of a letter
(and the attitude of a writer) by examining its entire content in context.

The grammar, syntax, and spelling found in the original correspondence will be
maintained in this work. Copies of all correspondence used can be found in the
addenda.



Introduction

God provides for his Church. This is particularly true when the Church faces
particularly troubling times. The middle of the 20" Century was such a particularly
troubling time for the Lutheran church in the United States.

The storm clouds of false doctrine and dissent and division began to gather over
the Lutheran church during the 1940s and the early 1950s. In the late 1950s and the
early 1960s the storm broke. The Synodical Conference was divided by false doctrine.
Synods were wracked with dissent and disunity. This storm left confusion and sadness
and uncertainty in its wake in the late 1960s and the 1970s.!

At such a time, the Lord provided for the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. Oscar J. Naumann was elected to the presidency of the WELS in 1953. From
then ulzltil his death in 1979, Naumann led and sheltered his little flock through the
storm.

But perhaps just as important as what Naumann did, is how he did it. Many men
in his position would have fallen into two opposite traps. Some may have become
authoritarian and arrogant, dealing with voices of dissent and criticism with an iron fist.
Others may have become isolated and unsure, left reeling by wave after wave of dispute
and disappointment.

By God’s grace, Oscar J. Naumann walked the narrow middle road. In doing so,
he displayed the heart and spirit of a true pastor of God’s people. This fact is made
most evident in Naumann’s presidential correspondence. One’s “true colors” can easily
be hidden in public speeches or finely-crafted publications. They are far harder to hide,
however, in one’s day-to-day dealings with people from all situations and stations in
life.

Oscar J. Naumann’s presidential correspondence was received by the archive of
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, along with all his other files and records.
The Naumann papers were inventoried and described in 2004.> The Naumann
collection is extensive. The archival description lists 10 boxes of material. These 10
boxes contain 270 folders. These 270 folders contain 3.8 meters of paper. Of those 3.8
meters, the majority is correspondence.

The following paper includes excerpts from this extensive correspondence. In
general, letters of a more general or personal nature were chosen over letters dealing
with official synodical business. The reason for this is two-fold. First, Naumann’s part

' A thorough treatment of these times can be found in Mark E. Braun’s A Tale of Two Synods.

* For the complete biographical and historical details of Oscar J. Naumann’s life and presidency, see Ross
W. Henzi’s senior church history paper “Oscar J. Naumann: The Making of a President,” Martin
Blechschmidt’s conference paper “Oscar J. Naumann: Steadfast Leader in Turbulent Times,” or Morton
Schroeder’s article “Oscar J. Naumann: A President for His Time.”

* The complete description of the Oscar J. Naumann Papers, prepared in 2004 by Jeremiah Gumm and
Benjamin Radtke, is available from the WELS Archives.



in official synodical business is the subject of other papers and articles. Second, the
more general or personal letters better demonstrate Naumann’s pastoral spirit.

There is no pat definition of “pastoral spirit.” It is something that is hard to
describe, but is easy to see. Such a spirit is easily seen in Naumann’s correspondence.
For the purposes of this paper, Naumann’s pastoral spirit will be discussed under five
headings: A Patient Teacher, A Caring Friend, A Humble Leader, An Approachable
Listener, and A Trusting Defender. Admittedly, many of these traits are closely related.
They tend to overlap in many letters. Yet the overall impression they give of Oscar
Naumann is clear.



Part 1: A Patient Teacher
Before there was a WELS Q&A on the internet, before there was an internet at
all, it seems that President Naumann often served as a de facto sort of WELS Q&A. He

received questions regarding all sorts of theological and not-so-theological topics.

Below is such a letter—this one on the topic of communism.

February 23, 1966
Dear Pastor Naumann:

Our family recently left the Missouri Synod and united with a
Wisconsin Synod congregation because of the liberalism of our
former church.

Some of our friends, who are disturbed with the Missouri Synod
and other churches of various denominations, have stopped
attending any church at all because they became so upset with
their churches, which, in effect, were attempting to coexist with
the devil.

In talking with these friends about the Wisconsin Synod we are
invariably asked the same question, “What position has the
Wisconsin Synod taken in regard to informing its people about
the communist conspiracy?”. We, of course, reply that this is
only one facet of evil and that the best defense against
communism is a knowledge of the Scriptures.

Usually at this point the people will ask then how can our church
be so militant about the Boy Scouts and apparently so oblivious
to the threat posed by the conspiracy to all religion. Frankly, we
don’t know what to say, hence this letter to ask you if our church
offers educational material on communism of if, in the past, the
Northwestern Lutheran has published articles which will help
people understand how the communists operate.

We are concerned about getting these friends back into church
and certainly hope you can furnish us the information we need to
convince them that our church is militant in its stand against
communism.

Yours in Christ,
Mr. A




The question is a rather standard one, given the time it was written. What is not
so standard is the depth and detail of President Naumann’s reply. Characteristic of
much of Naumann’s writing are long strings of quotations from the Bible and the
hymnal.

Dear Mr. 4:

Your letter of February 23 reached my home on February 26. 1
regret that my reply has been so long in coming. Many duties
have occupied my time.

When you write that you left the Missouri Synod and united with
our Synod because of the liberalism of your former church, you
indicate the real purpose for joining a church. No person joins a
church to support liberalism, or a departure from God’s life-
giving Word. One joins a church in order to have the Word of
God taught in all its saving truth and power and the Sacraments
administered according to Christ’s institution. Itrust you have
found this in our Synod.

One does not join a church body in order to support a political
ideology or to oppose one. The church has the call to preach the
Gospel and to make disciples of Christ, not to enter into politics
or strive for world betterment through legislation.

There are various types of communism. It can be found among
the Mennonites and Hutterites in our country or among the
Doukhobors in Canada. This is a way of life, a social or political
ideology, not a religion as such.

The objection we have to the Russian or Chinese type of
communism is that it is atheistic and anti-religious. Hence we as
a church oppose the false religious teachings they espouse, not
their form of government.

Our government, not the church, and we as private citizens of our
country supporting the government are the ones who must oppose
the political ideology of communism and must guard against all
attempts to overthrow the government that the Lord has given us.
(Romans 13 and the 4" Commandment).

continued...




continued...

As a church we have no material weapons for physical warfare.
In II Corinthians 10:3-6 we read: “For though we walk in the
flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your
obedience is fulfilled.”

But the Lord has not left us without spiritual weapons with which
to war against atheism. He has given us impenetrable armor to
guard us against the onslaughts of the evil one. In Ephesians
6:10-20 the weapons of our spiritual warfare are described. This
armor is bullet-proof. These weapons, “the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God,” are invincible. They never misfire.

Our loins girt about with truth, having on the breastplate of
righteousness, our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace; above all taking the shield of faith, wherewith we shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, and taking the
helmet of salvation we shall be well protected and ready to do
battle, taking the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

As Luther sings in the battle hymn of the Reformation “One little
word call fell him,” namely Satan, the old evil foe. Meanwhile
the shield of Christian faith, wrought by the Holy Spirit through
the Gospel in Word and Sacraments, renders us invulnerable.
Satan’s weapons glance off this armor and fall harmlessly to the
ground.

That is why Paul also writes: “Be sober, be vigilant, because your
adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast in the faith. 1 Peter
5:8 and 9.

Our Savior bids us in Matthew 6:33, “Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added
unto you.” While we seek the spiritual food for our souls, the
Lord will give us as a bonus the physical protection and
necessities that we must have and that He considers good for us.

Hence we join a church to find treasures for heaven, salvation for
our souls, peace for time and eternity. And the Lord has

promised that He will never leave us or forsake us.

conlinued...




continued...

Preaching and hearing the Truth of God’s Word is the most
militant and most effective action we Christians can take against
Satan and against atheistic communism. Bring the souls of men
inner peace, peace with God and men, and they will have no taste
or stomach for atheistic communism.

This is a type of militant warfare which we wage against atheistic
communism and against all enemies of the Church of Jesus
Christ. We are soldiers of the cross. Let us not be ashamed of
Him and His Gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth.

It is this Gospel invitation which you want to bring to your
friends who have become lax in church attendance. For as Paul
wrote in I Corinthians 2 you want their faith to stand, not in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

If I can find a certain article which I once read in one of the
church papers that come to my office, I will enclose a copy. I
thought it deals rather effectively with just this question which
you posed.

I hope these rather hurriedly written lines will give you an answer
to your question whether our church is militant in its stand
against communism. I hope it at the same time convinces you
concerning the type of weapons God has given us to use in this
battle.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Oscar J. Naumann

One can’t help but notice the time and thought that President Naumann must
have put into such a reply. The recipient of the reply certainly noticed.

February 23, 1966
Dear Sir:

Your lengthy and Scripturally documented reply to my inquiry
about our church’s position on informing its membership of the
menace faced by the church in the communist conspiracy was a
tribute to your knowledge of the Scriptures. Knowing that your
time is precious, I sincerely appreciate the trouble you went to in
order to answer my letter....

Yours in Christ,
Mr. A




President Naumann showed the same thoroughness and thoughtfulness in his
rely to this questioner.

Dear Dr. Naumann—

I would like to receive some of your doctrinal standards and your
stand on Pre-Millenial dogma. I understand that your Synod is
very strict. I read in the Chicago Tribune where your group and
the Norwegian Lutheran (American Evangelical) opposed the
Missouri Synod....

Do I sound like a person that has a moat in his eye? And trying
to push my brothers around behind their backs? From what I
have studied, though, I cannot accept any form of liberalism. I
respect your stand with the Norwegian Synod....

I am interested in receiving your information....I would like to
know what your point of view is concerning people who would
say that your group might turn out to be “anti-Evangelistic” or

“dead orthodoxy.”

February 5, 1963
Dear Mr. C:

Your letter inquiring about the confessional position of our
church was received some time ago. The many meetings and
official duties of the last two weeks, some out of town, have
made it impossible for me to reply sooner.

To give you in simple, straight forward language the confessional
position of our church I am sending you under separate cover a
copy of our centennial publication, “Continuing In His Word”,
and a copy of Pastor Carl Gausewitz’s Exposition of Luther’s
Small Catechism. I believe you will gain an adequate insight into
the history and development of our church and of its confessional
position from these volumes.

As to a millennium or a visible kingdom of Christ on earth prior
to the day of judgment, we believe that when Christ returns, He

will return for the final judgment.

continued...




continued...

We are today living in the day when the Word of God is being
freely taught and confessed and the enemies of God are helpless
before His soul-saving Word. Satan’s power is broken through
Christ’s all-sufficient sacrifice and atonement and through His
promise: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.

The great danger today is that people and entire church bodies
question and deny the authority of God’s Word, the Bible, and
will not believe it, and teach it as it speaks to us, Human reason
and individual preference tamper with His Word and rob the
souls of the comfort and assurance which God wants them to
have....

I do not consider you as one having a beam in his eye or that you
are pushing your brothers around behind their backs. I consider
you as one who is searching for a confessional position that
upholds the teaching of God’s Holy Word for the salvation of
souls....

Name-calling is, of course, nothing new in this world. Itis
usually resorted to by those who have no sound argument to
advance. We maintain that our position is the scriptural position.
It is the historic position of the Synodical Conference, too, which
can be proved time and again from both Missouri Synod
publications and Synodical Conference publications of the past.
We are neither “anti-evangelistic” or anti-evangelical as I would
prefer to put it, not is our position that of dead orthodoxy. But
we do refuse to let human reason or human wisdom lord it over
the clear teaching of God’s Word. If this is “dead orthodoxy,” I
am all in favor of'it....

I hope that the publications I am sending you will be helpful.
Should you desire more, please write again.

May the Lord keep us in His Word and faith unto our end.

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann

Once again, President Naumann’s thorough reply won the attention and thanks
of the original writer.
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Dear Dr. Naumann—

I am appreciative for the Christian literature you sent me. Itis a
wonderful experience to contact a Christian who is so anxious to
help a person. [ am thankful that you belong to a true Church of
Christ....

Yet President Naumann was not willing to let his helpfulness and thoroughness
in answering such questions dominate his time or distract him from his other
responsibilities. Over the course of 4 years, he received a series of letters from what
can only be described as a “crotchety” woman. This woman seemed to get herself into
numerous disputes over obscure points with those she termed “objectionable liars.” Nor
was she afraid to let President Naumann know when she felt that the Lutheran Church
(excepting herself, of course) was “way off base™ on a variety of topics. Though
President Naumann wanted here too to be a patient teacher, he would not allow himself
to be her personal arbiter of disputes.

January 5th, 1968
Dear Mrs. B:

Your two letters arrived this morning. I shall attempt to answer
both of them at once....

Sincerely,
Oscar J. Naumann

January 11th, 1971
Dear Mrs. B:

I regret that the volume of official correspondence and the many
meetings [ must attend at this season make it impossible for me to
send you an evaluation of Ehrlich’s “Population Bomb” or a
longer statement of my opinion on the problems of pollution....

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann

March 1, 1971
Dear Mrs. B:

I regret that I dare not use my time to write term papers or these
for various people and leave my actual tasks unaccomplished. ...

Yours truly,
Oscar J, Naumann

12



Part 2: A Caring Friend

We clearly see President Naumann’s pastoral care and love in his letters of
comfort to the sick and to the bereaved. His words are simple, beautiful, and heartfelt.

March 1, 1961
Dear Brother D:

We missed you at the meeting last evening, at which time I heard
that you were confined to the hospital.

I pray that the Lord would bless and keep you in His gracious
care and restore you to full vigor and strength again soon.

That you are not completely relaxed and “out of the harness™ as
yet was evidenced by the fact that you had sent a detailed agenda
to the meeting. It was very helpful and our meeting was
adjourned shortly after 10 o’clock.

Now I hope you can relax and forget things. I can easily put
myself into your situation, because I took an involuntary vacation
for 16 days just two years ago. It takes a while to unwind at first.
But our first obligation when ill is to recognize that also this
enforced vacation is sent by a kind heavenly Father who has our
welfare in mind. He is blessing us all the while. His Church,
also, will not be forsaken or neglected, for it is he who is the
Chief Shepherd, the Author and Finisher of our salvation.

I wish to assure you that the prayers of your brethren and of the
members of the Board are added to those of your family and your
congregation, imploring the Lord’s richest blessing upon all
medication, treatment, food and rest that are being offered to you
for your recovery.

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
shall He not with Him freely give us all things!

With kindest personal regards.

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann




September 20, 1960
Dear Friends in Christ:

When word reached us in Saginaw that the Lord had so suddenly
called his servant, your faithful husband and father, from his
labor here into eternal rest and glory, we could hardly accept the
report as true. When, however, later reports verified the first, we
prayed the Lord to grant us the grace to believe His Holy Word in
which He assures us: “I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the Lord; thoughts of peace and not of evil.”

Though we considered Pastor I to be in the prime of life and to
have many more years of service before him, the Lord without
question considered his task completed and said to him: “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joys of
the Lord.”

Once more we are reminded of the urgency of praying to the
Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into His harvest. For he
calls His servants from their labors to their rest according to his
will. How grateful our congregations should be for pastors who
lead them faithfully to the Bread and Water of life.

May the Lord, who alone can comfort and strengthen you in your
bereavement, give you the confidence to say in humble
submission to His unsearchable dispensation: “The Lord gave
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord”.
“He doeth all things well.”

Rest assured that He, who gave His Son to bear our sins and
iniquities and who is the true Father of the widows and the
fatherless children, will not leave you comfortless. He will
strengthen and uphold you by His gracious power. “Fear not, for
I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by name; thou art
mine.”...

May He keep you and your beloved congregation in His gracious
care always.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Oscar J. Naumann
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President Naumann also showed his caring spirit toward children. Here he
answers a request from a former student with great warmth.

Dear Pastor Naumann:

I will be graduating from high school in a year, and I plan on
attending the Methodist-Kahler School of Nursing and receive
accreditations for three years to receive a diploma for Registered
Nursing.

I was in your Confirmation class of 1958, in case you cannot
remember exactly who I am.

My mother advised me to send this to you because she said you
have known my family and I for a long time and would fill out

my reference for me if you had the time.

So I have enclosed in this letter a reference for you to fill out if
you have time.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
E

July 28, 1961
Dear E:

Actually, I should address you as “Miss £” now, because you
were a grownup young lady when I left Saint Paul a year and a
half ago.

How could you think I had forgotten you or your family so soon?

I am happy to learn that you are going to enter the field of
nursing. [ think it is a very noble profession and offers one of the
greatest opportunities to serve one’s fellow-man in real time of
need. I believe your personality is ideally suited for this career.
Were [ to be sick, I would certainly welcome your smile and
cheerful disposition in my room....

Kindly greet your family, grandparents, and the other relatives
and friends. [ am sorry that our recent visit in St. Paul was so
short and that we did not have the opportunity to visit with
everyone....

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann




Here he answers the earnest pleas of one of the Synod’s “forgotten” children.
His letter gives us a glimpse into his attitude toward ministerial education .

October 31, 1967
Dear Sir,

I am, this year, an eighth grader, and am probably going to go on
to participating in public schools. Pretty gory isn’t it?! Our town
brags the best educational center in Washington, from
kindergarten to a big college, all (except kindergarten, of course)
teaches parts of evolution if not every single theory in the book.

I have, on my own, decided I would go to a church school. Okay,
ready, brace yourself: the nearest parochial school is in
Mobridge, South Dakota!! The nearest parochial college is in
Wisconsin!!!

I feel this is very unfair to us kids around here. How do you
expect us (children) to grow up, sincerely believing in Christ
when using the name of God in vain is common place from about
third grade up? Getting drunk is “in” in high school and have
college professors going around with “God is dead!” on their
brains?!!

Wake up! We exist!! We’re not as primitive out here as you
may think!

We’re not ignorant of the fact that there is such a thing as church
school. We hear a whisper of one existing now and then.

My parents refuse the idea of actually living away from home at
my age, and for good reasons, as if I went to Mobridge.

I hope you don’t take this as a mean, nasty letter. Itisn’t. It’s
just a struggling attempt to make you realize that some of us care
what happens to our future before God.

Please, I know that sooner or later you will consider it important
enough that children be saved around here, if not for me, at least
for my future children. Somehow, someway, I do believe that
our synod will stretch its boundaries of schools this way.

Praying and waiting,
F

P.S. Please write. Thank you for hearing me out.




December 4, 1967
Dear F:

Your letter of October 31, the 450th Anniversary of the
Reformation, was received at my office on November 15. Since I
was out of town that entire week on special assignment and since
I have attended meetings in the interest of Christian education
and worker training in Mobridge, South Dakota, New Ulm,
Minnesota, and Chicago, Illinois, since that time, you will
understand why my reply did not arrive sooner.

We are very much aware of the fact that our members and their
children “exist” in the beautiful Pacific Northwest District and
elsewhere, where we have not been able as yet to open Synodical
academies and colleges. Not that we are not eager to do so, but
we don’t have the funds needed to do so.

You will realize that to train pastors and teachers our Synod
originally founded schools where our members lived at the time.
The largest concentration is still found in the general areas of our
schools, though we are now expanding to the East, the West, the
North, and the South. This expansion is the main reason why we
need more pastors: the Lord is leading us into many new areas.
He is opening many new doors for us. It also takes a great deal
of money to help these new congregations support their pastors.
This is one reason our funds for new schools are limited. The
need to more pastors also compels us to increase the teaching
staff at each school to train the growing number of students.

A number of years ago our Synod founded Northwestern
Lutheran Academy at Mobridge, partly because it is so difficult
of the congregations in that District and the adjacent Districts to
offer elementary Christian day schools for their children.
Distances are very great, our members are scattered so far apart.
It poses real problems to get the children together every day and
back home again in all kinds of weather. There are a few
exceptions, of course, where Christian schools are being
conducted.

But the Academy does make Christian secondary schooling on
the high school level, available to our people. And though the
distances are quite formidable, especially for students from
Washington, yet you should consider that you would be in a high
school where the Word of God rules supreme. In our school
evolution is not taught but exposed as a theory of men that denies
the existence of God and contradicts His Holy Word. Yetitisa
theory that is not even reasonable, it doesn’t even make sense....

continued...
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You would at Mobridge be in the company of Christian students

from good Lutheran homes, whose parents, pastors, and teachers
all are deeply concerned about their soul’s welfare, not only their
progress in scholastic achievement.

Remember, also, that the Savior has said: “Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world.” He also said: “Where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.” He gives His angels charge over His children to
keep them in all their ways.

These promises must be our staff and stay when we consider our
future schooling and going away from home to be able to receive
that kind of schooling.

I know it was not easy for my mother, a widow with eight
children, the youngest 1 1/2 years old, when it came to choosing
schools for us. Yet she did manage to send all of us to school,
some of us to our Synod’s schools and all of us to Christian day
schools when they were available. I was 7 1/2 years old when
my father died. T am forever grateful that my mother did send me
to Christian school even though I was away from home after the
eighth grade except for Christmas and Easter vacations and a few
days in summer when I was not working on a farm over 100
miles from home. I was in the company of Lutheran Christian
teachers and good Lutheran people when away from home and
this is what was the best thing that could have happened to me.

I mention this only, because I went through an experience similar
to the one you face today: “What school should I attend? Where
will my faith be strengthened through daily study of the Word
and through the guidance and example of Christian teachers?
Where will I be corrected and warned when I stray into false
paths? There will my teachers be concerned about my soul and
not only about my brain and my scholastic record?

I hope these few thoughts will help you and your parents view the
question of your future schooling in another light. You know,
distance isn’t the greatest barrier that can separate parents and
children. The type of life and conduct that is rampant in the
public schools, as you describe them, can become a much greater,
yes an insuperable barrier between parents and their children. 1
pray that no such barrier will ever come between you, your
parents, your church and your Savior.

May the Lord give you and yours a blessed Advent and
Christmas season.

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann
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The following is a letter of thanks addressed to President Naumann for the care
and concern that he showed to the called workers of the synod, both as a whole and
individually.

September 10, 1963
Dear Pastor Naumann,

I think that the Synod must have raised our salaries at least 7-8
times since I have been teaching. Each time I have wanted to say
“Thank you” to someone—to you, perhaps, as the representative
of the body—yet I preferred to do it within the group I was
serving. For certain reasons I have hesitated to bring up such
“pietistic” suggestions. So please accept my personal thanks for
looking out for our bodily welfare in such a way that we do not
deserve. Every time we receive an increase in salary I look upon
it as a stimulus to serve the Church better than before. It’s just
too bad that we live “in the flesh”, and that it offers such a drag to
our service. There’s an answer for this too, repentance. At any
rate—Thanks.

While I write, I should bring up the name of H. You did him a
great service by giving him the little “pat on the back™ at the time
of his father’s retirement. I don’t know the exact nature of it nor
is it necessary to know. But the finest medicine for him in
Milwaukee has been to know that he has been accepted, that there
are actually synodical workers who will talk to him, not even to
mention compliment his work. I want to thank you for that
t00....Maybe the balm of acceptance will be a help in his rather
cruel judgments of mankind, especially of Christians....

I remember the kind hospitality offered to me at the time I played
at your congregation. It was also gracious of you to accept my
“cockeyed” ideas at that time. This was a boost to me, too, at
that time. But I never thanked you again from keeping me at
your busy parsonage that time. We forget very often. Greeting
to Mrs.

May God bless your office.

Sincerely,
[Pastor] G




Part 3: A Humble Leader

Humility is an elusive think. It would be impossible to find entire letters in
which President Naumann discussed his own humility. But we do find many examples
in which Naumann displays the attitude of a humble servant of Christ and Church.

In the years leading up to the split with Missouri, Naumann received an ever-
increasing number of harsh and critical letters. Some went so far as to accuse President
Naumann of deceit or trickery or politicking. The following is his reply to one such
accusation.

June 30, 1960

Dear Brother J:

I am ready at any time to surrender my call and assignment
whenever the Lord through His church so requests. Tomeitisa
riddle why the Lord does no call men who have a ready and pat
reply to every question and a self-evident solution to every
problem....

Naumann’s humble perspective on the ministry is shown in this letter to an
ailing pastor.

September 9, 1966

Dear Brother:

The Lord’s judgments are unsearchable and His ways past
finding out. When so many ministers of the Gospel are needed to
staff the fields into which He has called us, He still strikes some
with illness and forbids them through their physicians to carry out
the duties required be their calls.

This all teaches us to recognize that we are what we are only
through God’s grace and goodness. Our health and strength also
are from Him, just as our knowledge of the Gospel of
forgiveness, life and salvation are ours only through His gracious
revelation. This we ought to keep always in mind. And this He
brings to our attention and recalls to our memory whenever He
lays the hand of affliction on us or on one of our brethren....

Sincerely,
Oscar J. Naumann
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Less than a year before his death, President Naumann discusses his health and
God’s grace on his long ministry.

August 4, 1978

Dear Brother X:

The Lord has been very kind to me, adding one day of service
after another. I am able to do my work by the use of much more
medication, a somewhat limited diet, and a regular program of
exercise. I accept every day as an additional opportunity to serve
Him and His Church.

Sincerely yours in Him,
Oscar J. Naumann

Part 4: An Approachable Listener

President Naumann welcomed and encouraged ideas and input from members of
the synod, even “rookie” pastors like the one who wrote the following.

February 24, 1977
Dear President Naumann:

I feel a little “sheepish” writing this letter—sort of like a bat boy
advising Henry Aaron on his batting stance. On the other hang I
feel that you are the type of person who can be approached with a
new idea, even by a rookie. ‘

I have felt from time to time that the mission code of the Wis.
Synod punished the fellow who was sent to places like Long
Island or other high cost areas of living in comparison to the
Dakotas or whatever, for code makes no distinctions on the basis
of different costs of living in various locals. This does not affect
me personally because I am serving neither in a mission nor do I
feel under-compensated. For that matter how can one be under-
compensated when he is doing the Lord’s work.

continued...
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continued...

Yet, I think everyone would like to see the workers in home
missions in particular get a fair shake and earn a living wage.
This applies even more to the increasing number of teachers who
are serving under mission code scales. And I am enclosing a pay
scale from Employers’ Mutual Insurance Co. of Wausau, WI.
One of my members who works there supplied it. I am
wondering if there is any chance of future salary scales for
mission pastors and teachers to reflect, as this scale does, the
sometimes vastly different costs of living from coast to coast and
north to south. I didn’t know exactly who to give this to, so  am
sending it to you. You may direct it where you will or file it in
the ever-handy circular file.

Just one final note: I never realized in Sem how much 1 would
appreciate your President’s newsletters. They are always
welcome here—don’t know if anyone ever commented on them,
but I know I appreciate them.

Hope I haven’t wasted too much of your time. God’s blessings to
you and may you be assured that at least one of the rookies
appreciates and is thankful for the way you carry out your many
responsibilities.

Sincerely in His service,
Pastor L

March 3, 1977
Dear Brother L:

Your letter of February 24 arrived yesterday. I hasten to respond.
Please don’t feel sheepish about your letter or hesitate to write.
My time is your time. Someone else had that as his theme song
on radio years ago. But in my case it is really true. Our whole
establishment on North Avenue is a service agency. We are here
to help hold up your arms in the daily battle.

You have a very valid point there concerning the mission code
salary....Just for that reason your letter is timely. I will pass it
along to the Synod’s Salary Review Committee....I am certain
they will give your concern serious consideration....

continued...
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continued...

I remember distinctly having written to congregations about their
“starvation wages” when I was district president in Minnesota.
One congregation of wealthy farmers forced their teacher by their
low salary to seek secular employment during the summer in
order to be able to pay his bills. Either he had to do that or go
home to his parents and ask them to feed him when the school
was not in session.

This young man was a good worker and the concern for which he
worked in the summer tried to persuade him to remain in their
employ the year around. In this case and in some others the
congregations recognized their shortcomings and raised the
salaries. In fact, this young man was even able to get married
and support a wife later on....

Sincerely yours in His service,
Oscar J. Naumann

President Naumann also showed that he was approachable by his willingness
and ability to discuss “everyday things” with friends and strangers alike. His letters are
full of discussions of things like the weather, sports, gardening, family, children, humor,
dominoes, etc.

Part 5: A Trusting Defender

In such tumultuous times, numerous accusations (both legitimate and not-so
legitimate) came by way of letter to President Naumann’s desk. Yet he refused to be
involved in any of them. References to Matthew 18 are common in Naumann’s letters.
Also common are expressions of trust in his pastors and district presidents to handle the
situations that arose in a proper way.

February 24, 1977
Dear Mr. O

I trust that you have dealt with the persons you term “rats” in you
letter. You owe them the service of private admonition according
to Matthew 18. If that and the subsequent step have failed, you
may bring the matter to the attention of the Church, but not in the
spirit which your choice of language seems to indicate. All
admonition must be carried on in the spirit of love and
helpfulness with the purpose of winning and gaining the
brother....

continued...




continued. ..

Even though our convictions are deep and firm, and our
grievances are very disturbing, let us pray that Lord for grace to
act and speak in a spirit of Christian love and helpfulness. That
alone will serve to edify the Church and to gain the brother whom
we are admonishing. We dare not let our anger run away with
us....

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann

May 10, 1954

Dear Pastor P:

During my tenure of office as President of the Minnesota District,
I did hear an occasional remark or rumor concerning possible
irregularities of practice in one of our congregations in the Twin
Cities, but these remarks remained very general and in keeping
with the 8th Commandment. Iurged those who made the
remarks to deal with the man involved if they had any definite
information. More harm than good can be done when we fail to
heed Matthew 18 and to go directly to a brother who has sinned
against us....

Our Conference visitor and our district praesidium are dealing
with Pastor ) in this manner. Since it is not a matter that has
reached Synodical level but is still being dealt with in the
District, I am forwarding your letter of May 1st to President
George Barthels together with a copy of this letter. I shall leave
it to the judgment of President Barthels—how we wishes to
handle your “Official Protest”, and you call your letter.

With the prayer that the Lord may bless the dealings of our
officials in this matter and speed the day when these irregularities
will be corrected, I wish to remain

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J. Naumann
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Conclusion

In 1960, a man wrote to President Naumann, concerned that the pastor of a
church he had visited had yet to respond to a letter he had sent him. President Naumann
responded by saying that “not many pastors find time to correspond indefinitely with
visitors from other congregations.” He was right. Not many pastors would find the
time.

But President Naumann did find the time. He found the time to correspond with
people from across the synod, across the world, across the spectrum of religion. He was
a patient teacher whose thoroughness earned the respect of all. He was a caring friend
to those who were hurting. He was a humble leader, even when under attack. He was
an approachable listener to those with a suggestion or a story. He was a trusting
defender in a time of distress.

Above all, President Oscar J. Naumann was a pastor, with a pastor’s heart and a
pastor’s spirit. He was a true blessing from God.
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Paster Oscar J., Naumann, Pres,
Wiscensin Evangelical Lutheran Syned
1933 N, 67th Street

Milwaukee, Wiscensin 53218

Dear Paster Naumann:

Our family recently left the Misseuri Syned and united with a
Wiseensin Syned cengregatien because ef the liberalism eof eur fermer
church,

Seme of eur friends, whe are disturbed with the Misseuri Syned and
sther churches ef varieus dememinatiens, have stepped attending any
church at all because they became se upset with their churches, which,
in effect, were attempting te ceexist with the devil.

In talking with these friends abeut the Wiscensin Syned we are invariably
asked the same questien, "What pesitien has the Wiscensin Syned taken

in regard te imferming its peeple abeut the cemmunist censpiracy?',

We, of ceurse, reply that this is enly ene facet of evil and that the
best defense against cemmunism is a knewledge of the Scriptures.

Usually at this peint the peeple will ask then hew can eur church be
se militant absut the Bey Sceuts and apparently se eblivieus te the
threat pesed by the censpiracy te all religien, Frankly, we den't

knew-what—teo-say; hence—this-letter te ask yeu if eur church of fers
educatienal material en cemmunism er if, in the past, the Nerthwestern
Lutheran has published articles which will help peeple understand

hew the cemmunists eperate.

We sfe cencerned abeut getting these friends back inte church and
certainly hepe you can furnish us the infermatien we need te cenvince
them that eur church is militant in its stand against cemmunism.

-Yours in Christ,




Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Rev. Oscar 4. Naumann
3512 West North Avenue Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
Office: 445-4022 Residence: 463-6071

March 15, 1966

jDear Mr. Clark:
Your letter of February 23 reached my home on February 26. I regret that 7y renly
has been so long in coming. Many duties have occupied my time,

Yhen youv write that vou left the Yissouri Synod and united with cur “ynod hecause
of the liberalism of vour former ﬂhurch you indicate the real ourpose for ioining

a church. No nerson ioins a church to sunnort liberalism, or a denarture ? rom Godls
life-giving “ord. One ijoins a r‘hurch in order te have the “ord of God taught in all
its saving truth and nower and the Sacraments administered accordine to Christ's in-
stitution. T trust you have found this in our Synod.

[] One does not join a chureh hody in order to suorort a pelitical ideolegy or io eppose
one. The church has the call to preach the Gospel and to make discinles of rrlst
giglation.

not teo enter into politics or to strive for world hetterment through le

There are varicus types of communism. Tt can be feund ameng the “Mennenites and Hutter-
ites in ocur country or awmong the Doukhobors in Cansda. This is a way of 1ife, a social
or political ideclogy, not s religion as such.

=

The chiection we have to the Russian or Chinese type of communism is that it is atheistic
and anti-religious. Hence we 25 a church cppose the false ;@]wglous teachings they es~
peouse, not their form of government.

Our government, not the church, and we as private citizens of ocur counitry supporting the
government are the ones who aust oppose the political ideclogy of communisn end must
guard against all atdemnts to overthrow the government that Lhe Lord has given us.
(Romans 13 and the Lth Commandnent).

1 nE
a2

Az h urch we have no material wespons for physical warfare. I > i

3 to £ we read: "For though we malk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mlghtv'thrOLgh Ged to the pulling down

of strong holds;) Casting doun 1maginationu, and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedi-
ence of Christ; And having in a resdiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedi-
ence is fulfilled.”

e
n IT Jorinth

But the Lord has not left us without spiritual weapons with which to war against atheiam.
He has given us impenetrable armor to guard us against the onslaughts of the evil one.

In Ephesians 6: 10-20 the weapons of our spiritual warefare are described. This armor
is bullet~-proof. These weapons, "the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God,"

are invincible. They never misfire.



2 March 15, 1066

Our loins girt aboyt with truth, having on the breastplate of righteausn@sa, our
feet shed wWith the Preparation of the gospel pf Peace; aboye 811 taking the shield
of faith, wherewith we shall be able to quench all the fiery darte o the wicked, apd

taking-the helmet of salvation e shall ke well brotected apg ready to de battle,
taking the swoprg of the Spirit, which ig the Word op God,

As Luther sings in the battle hymn of the Reformation "One 1ittle word can fell
him, tamely, Satag/the old eyi] Tos, Meanwhite the ghiglg of Christian faith,
Wrought in yg by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel ip Word ang Sacramentsi renderg
us invulnerable. Satantg Weapons glance off thig armor and fali harmlessly’tﬁ tha

That ig why Paunl also Writes: YBe sober, be vigilant; becange your adversafyp the
devil, ag 4 Toaring lipp walkethabmut, Seeking whom he May deveur. whom regigt

S : : e 38T
steadfast 1y the faith, 1, Peter 5 @ and 9,

Our Savior bids ug in Matthey 6:33, "Seek ye first the kingdom or God ang hisg right-
Cousness, ang all thege things shall be added unte Jou." While We seek the spiritugy
food rop OUr souls, the Lord wijyy give us ag 2 bonus the physicgl Protection ang ne~
cessities that we st have apd that He congiders good for yug,

Hence we Join g church to find treasureg for heaven, galvation Tor our Souls, peage
for time and eternity, And the Lord hag Promised that He wilj never leave yg ner
forsake usg,

Preachimg and hearimg the Truth of God's Wopg is the MOst militant and mogt effective
action we hristians can take &gaingt Satap and againgt atheistic coemmunisgm, Bring
the sonlg of man inner Peace, peace with God and men, ang they wily have ne taste or
Stomach fop atheistic communigm, '

)

against ajyy elemies of the Church of Jesug Christ, Ye are Soldien of the cross,
Let us nop be ashamed of Him angd His Gospel, for it ig the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth.

It is this Gospel invitation whicb yDu_Want=tb bring to Jour friends who have become

If T can Find g cartain article vhich T Onggread ip one of the'church Papers that
Come to my Office, T Will enclosge & copy, T thought 1+ dealg rathey effectively“with
Just thig Guestion vhich you Posed,- . . '

I hope thege rather hurriedly writtep lines will give you an answer tO'your Question
L8 militant ip its stang against commmuni gn, I hope it a4 the. same
time Convinces you Concernigg the.type of Weapons (Gogd has given Us to use ip this
battle, - o i ‘

Sincerely yours ip Christ,

OJN:vag Oscar g, Naumann



Rev, Oscar J. Naumann, President
Wiscensin Ev, Lutheran Syned
3512 W, Nerth Avenue

Milwaukee, Wiscensin 53208

Dear Sir:

Your lengthy and Scrinturally decumented reply te my inquiry abeut eur
church's pesitien en inferming its membership ef the menace faced by the
church in the cemmunist censpiracy was a tribute te yeur knewledge of the
Scriptures, Knewing that yeour time is precieus, I sincerely appreciate the
trouble you went te in erder te answer my letter,

If the Scripture yeu queted 1s & valid reason for the church standing mute
regarding cemmunism then what justificatien dees the Nerthwestern Lutheran
have for printing articles such as the current ene abeut the apestasy in

the American Lutheran Church? ILuther said in the catechism that the invisible
church included peeple in all Christian churches, se hew can eur efficial
pesitien be ene eof cendemnatien fer a church which certainly includes believers
while at the same time we shrink frem the unplessant task of cendemning a
belief which is Satan incarnate?

Dr, Walther did net hestitate te cendemn cemmunism and secialism, yeu will
discever, if you read seme of his sermens, Was he wreng in preaching these

sermens?—Teanswer my ewn guestien; T think—thathewnderstesd the problem
whereas teday the majerity ef the clergy have been cenditiened by the news-

papers and eother media inte believing that it is dabbling in pelitics te

discuss cemmunism and secialism.

Altheugh my knewledge of theelegy is limited, I de knew that ene day you
and I shall stand befere the Judgment Seat and give an acceunt eof our deeds,
including eur stewardship ef the Werd of Ged, Te me, this means that I
sheuld bend every effert te see that the darkness which has descended on
mest of the sarth since 1917 is stayved as leng as pessible er roelled back,
in erder that as many seuls as pessible might hear the Christian message
befere the last days.

In 1917, there were seme feur millien Lutherans alene in Russia whereas
teday there are nene that I knew ef and the few Christians that are there
are worshipping "in the catacembs'", just as yeu and I shall be if we remain
detached frem the werld areund us, It makes me wonder if & Christlan in
Russia, Cuba, China, er any ether ef the slave states weuld say in essence
that the Christian church is net invelved. My censcience tells me that T
am deeply invelved and that my church is alse invelved in this matter,
which is basically spiritual and net pslitical, as se many peeple have been
led te believe,

K



The reprint ef the article you enclesed was quite interesting, but the
auther's fliprant treatment ef the name ef Our Redeemer en the first page
in the lewer right hand celumn led me te look askance at his epiniens in the

text of the article, Yeou may have enly given this article a cursery scanning
befere sending it to me but I ask you now to ge back and read it carefully,

As I am one of the peeple whe pretested the Pete Seeger business it is enly fair
that yeu sheuld knew that my pretest wis net en the basis ef erthedoxy

(as the auther says) but en the basis of extremely peer judgment by the

peeple whe made the arrangements., As a peint of infermatien, Seeger was
recently honered in Mescew, and still entertains at rallies advertised in

The Worker, official Cemmunist Party ergan fer the Bast Ceast.

The cenclusien drawn by the auther eof your article that the anti-cemmunists
are dangerous is the same cenclusien reached by the article in The Worker,
which T enclese, and typifies the fuzzy thinking that centributes te the
general ebfuscatien prevalent in the world teday. Giving N, Harms credit
fer net knewing what he wes deing in writing his piece T shall say that his
article has furthered the Cemmunist mevement a great deal, Now, I ask you,
whe is mere dangereus, the anti~-cemmunist er the persen whe is unfamiliar
with the dialectical maneuvers of the Cemmunist Party and therefore prepa~
gates the line?

Yeu need net take time frem your werk te answer this unless you wish te cerrect
me if I have erred. Again, I thank yeu feor yeur time and effert.

Yeurs in Christ,

RSN
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Pebruary 5, 17203

Your letter inouiring about the confessicnsl pozition of our church was
received some time age., The ‘any'ﬂLCLing” and official duties of the last
as i

two weeks, scue oubt of town, h mossible for me te reply soconer.

<
m
=
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o8
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[
-—;ur
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cover & copy of our centennial
publication, "Continuing In Hi: TN copy of Pastor Carl Gausewitzls
Expesition cf Luther's Small Catechism. I believe you will gain an adeguate
insight into the history and relopment of our church and of its confessional
position from these volumes.

of our vnurca I ﬂm qwnﬂ

As to a wi:
of Jjudgmen
Judgment .,

1leniuw , & 3
t. we Jelieve that zh 1 Christ reaturas, H& will return for the final

“e are today living in the day when the YWord of (od is being

amd confessed and the enemies of God are helpless before His soul-saving
Satan's power is bwoken through Christfs all-suffi

freely taught

ord.
icient gacrifice and atone-
ment and through His promise: He that believelh and is baptized shall be saved,

The great danger teday is that people and entire church bodies guestion and deny
the authority of God's Word, the Bible, and will not believe it, and teach it as
it speaks to us. Human reason and individual preference tamper with His Word
and rob the souls of the comfort and assurance which God wants them to have.

not members of the National Lutheran Council nor of the Tutheran “orld
ederation, because in these bodies error and departure from the inerrant Word
of God is tolerated and condoned.

w
o
QJCD

e do not as a church forbid all smoking and every use of aleoholic bm fag 6
We definitely condemn excessive use of both and teach our people that their b
and its health are gifts and blessings from our God and are not to be qbtq or

endangered by any excesses.

Because of the temptations connected vith dancing, espscially in public places

and particularly close embmace dancing, we congtantl y warn our people against it

and the damage that may be done to them in soul and body. Our church groups would,
of course, not conduct or sponsor dancing. :

s



I do NDT congider vou as one havi . : oy that you
vour brothers ar nuqd behind thelr backs. T consider yor as one ub
for a sonfessional position that upholds the teaching of Cod's Holy

salvation of =ouls.

Tou observe guite keenly when you say that "the Slpvak Lutheran Synod did not
side with either the Missouri Synod or your Fellowship." The Slovak brethren
very definitely reieccted Missouri's "Theology of Fellowship - Part IT%, in our
Joint doctrinal committee meetings. But they are not readﬂ, it seemm; to take
the step which consistency would require. For even though The TLutheran Church-
Missouri Synod has not officially adopted iis "Theology of Fellouwship - Part T I
y@t it is practicing it more and more every day. It has officially adoptad its

"Briel Statement,” but the confessional pobLblon of the Prief Statement is no
longer in nffecba It is only a paper now.

L34

The Slovak pastors were virtually all trained in ¥issouri Synod schools. The
Slovak Synod conducts no training schools of its own. You can, therefore, sees
where the confessional sympathies especially of their younger men lie,

e

Name~calling 15, of coursze, nothing new in this world. It is
to by these whe have no sound argument to advance. We malnta1z that our position
is the scriptural position, It is the historic nosition of the Synodical Confer.
ence, too, which can be proved time and again from both ¢ buourﬁ Synod publica-
tions and Synodical Zonference publications of the past de are neither "anti.-
evangelistic! or anti-evangelical as T would prefer to put it, nor is our position
that of dead orthodoxy. But we do refuse to let human reascn or human wisdom lord
it over the clear teachings of God's Word, If this is "dead-orthodoxy," T am all
in favor of i+%,

There are those who reject Luther's position on Scripture and iustification by
faith, through srace, on the basis of the Word alone Just because he spoke rather
bluntly in the manner of his day and age. T am not familiar with the partial guo-~
tations which you have in your letter. One would also have to view them in their

context to understand what point Luther was trying to make.

Remember that the Savior also saild that the publicans and harlots would enter
heaven before the Pharisees and Scribes. ”hAT does not say that Jesus condoned
extortion or adultery. But He was malipgned, also, as a friend of publicang and
sinners.

We are trying to train and encourage our people to be more active in lay~evangelism
But here, too, their tool is the Word of God. That alone. whether spoken by or-
dained pastors or by vnordained laymen, can bring men to Christ, to faith, and to
eternal salvation.

hope that the publications T am sending you will be helpful. Should vou degire
more, please write apain.

fay the Tord keep us in His Yord and faith unto our end.

incerely yours,

OJNsvas Oscar J.Naumann
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Jdar @y 5; 1908

Your two letters arrived this morning. T shall attempt to ansver both of them
at once.

Our Synod certeinly

the view of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover regarding capital
punishment . is based on the clear Word of Cod, the Rible.

cond murder or killing to

Capital punishment is net, as some argue, & S€
1 ives has every right to specify that man by
i 2 1
5
1

the first. The Lord,
certain ferbidden acts
person te have the fu
time of grace during w 2 ha
in his Savior Snd ﬁhua to “Ofa &
threatens the would-be murderer with d

Because God wants every
%0 kim‘ especislily as 1
n :
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Certainly this threat should work as a deterrent. Bubt it is not an idle threat,
either. For z munslaver, one who by aceident and noknoninelr—eauses—the-death -
of his neighbor, God xzmvﬂw =t} CLtLES of refuge, where the svenger of blood would

not dare to lay hand on him. Bubt the person who intentionslly takes his neigh-

borts 1ife forfeits his own right to live.
©

ace and forgiveness. His day
(ime to set his spiritual house
ng the Gospel to convicted

od conseience lobby for the

had it. Fad to say, it doesn't,
1 punishment long sgo.

At the same time the murderer is not depriv d
of execution is set and he knows how brief is h ?
in order, We do institutional mission work and hrin
murderers as well, We could not, however, with goo
abolition of capitsl punishment 1f our State still
Like most of the States, YWisconsin abolished capita

of

There is another considerstion of course. As Christisns we know what CGod decress
concerning this metter. WNot all our legislators are Christians, and, in turn,
certainly not all their constituents. As a church it s difficult for us teo de-
mand of our government what we as Christians know to be proper. We can and should
let QUV legislators know what our convictions arve and what we, therefore, favor.
But to demend Christian principles of all our legislstors and voters is hardly
posagible.

The saddest of all ig the fact that so many Christian church bodies no longer heed
the Word of God, or set portions of it aside and call it the word of men instead.

P
s



2 Jamayry 5, 1968

to our work among the Apaches I can say that the 75th amniversary of the
beginning of that work is being observed this vear. A color film is beling
prepared, the history of the mission will be published in book form. The
pastor who confirmed me, Johannes Plocher, was our first called missionary
in 1893. He began the work on the San Carlos Reservation and worked at
Peridot, eapecially.
Under separate cover T am sending you a highly-prized copy of Arizona Highways,
May 1?63, which should convince Mrs. Robertson. I am also sending some copies
of The Apache Lutheran. After you have finished with them, T would appreciate
having them retuvrned for my files.

A Blessed New Year to you and yours?

Sincerely,

ﬁAqqﬂ\pﬁ Cscar J, Naumann \ -
) \ .

G JN svas

7?}."-‘;}//‘--"‘“\'1"‘/-) .))l,;;_7 //(_ 3 V«ll\_&. x~f¢;,~r_£. &A/L’!Lgl_.({ e i

Enel. - Uncer J il
L et //L/
P2, The Centemnial Volume of our Symod, *Continuing in His Hordjﬁ Northuwestern
Publishing House 1951, il,OO 268 pages, hard cover, has an sccount of our
work in Apacheland on pages 229 teo 250. The book "You anﬁ Your Synod® by
Professor F. B. Kowalke is pvesenEIV‘berng rev1seﬂ and brought up to date,
I do not know whether copies of the old edition are still available.
Evidently I loaned mine to some one and lt 188 not come back to my office,

0JN
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Desy @

I regret that the volume of officiasl correspondence and the
many meetings 1 must attend at this season make it impossible
for me to send you an evaluation of Fhrlich's "Population
Bomb" or a longer statement of my opinion on the problems of
pellutien.

To legalize surder, sodomy, and lasciviousness as our uvation
has done is not the answer to the femr of overpepulation.

When the Creator gave man this esrth zs his home and dwelling
place, He said: "Be fruitful, snd multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dowminion over the fish of the

sea, and over tvhe fowl of the alr, and over every living thing
that meveth upon the sarth.

Respedt for our Creator and God and for the gift He has given
ug; as well as love for our fellowman to whom the same gift
wags given, sheuld move us to take the very best care of this
earth se that we can pass it along to our children as clean
or cleaner than we recelved it from our parents.

That is my evaluation in a nutshell.

Blncerely yours,

Osear J. Naumann

OdNzvas



March 1, 1971

I regret that I dare not use my time to wri
or theses for various people and leave my a
unaccomplished,
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Try your lecal library again and leok feor the following
publications:

Kate Luther; by Wm. Dallmann, 1541 Northwestern Publishing H
Luther and His Times, E. G. Schwiebhert

Here I Stand, Reland Bainbon

Martin Luther, Creative Translator by Heinz Bluhm

Luther on Hducation, F. V. N. Painter

And T de resent your comment sbout "our Lazy Lutheran Writersg.t

Tours truly,

Oscar J, Naumann



Beptember 20, 1950

The Family of Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ:

When word reached us in Saginaw that the Lord had so suddenly called His servant,
your faithful husband and father, from his labor here intc eternal rest and glory,
we could hardly accept the report as true, When, however, later reporis verified
the first, we prayed the Lord to grant us the grace to believs His heoly Weord in

which He assures us: "I know the thoughts that T think teward you, saith the Lord;
thoughts cf peace and not of evil.”

Though we considered Pastor (s to be in the prime of 1ife and to have mapy more
years of service before him, the Lord without question considered his task completed

and said to him: "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. BEnter thou inte the
Joys of thy Lord." '

Once more we are reminded of the urgency of praying the Lord of the harvest to send
forth laborers inte His harvest. For He calls His gervants from thelr labors to
their rest according to His will. How grateful our congregations should be for
pastors whe lead them faithfully to the Bread and Water of life.

May the Lerd, who alone can comfert and strengthen you in your bereavement, give
you the confidence to say in humble submission to His unsegrchable dispensatlion:
"The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken avays blessed be the nsme of the Lord",
"He doeth all things well." :

Rest assured that He, who gave. His Son to bear our sins and iniguities and who is
the true Father of the widows and the fatherless ciildren, will not leave you conm-

fortless. He will strengthen and uphold you by His gracious power. "Fear not, for

I Ttave redeemed thee; T have called thee by thy name; thou art mine,"

I was very sorry that the meeting of the cfficials of the Synodical Conference and
the Presidents of the four conmstituent synods at Chicage compelled me to decline your
request to speak the word of comfort and assurance Lo you at the service tomorrow.
Delieve me, I declined with a heavy heart. But I am sure that others, who cau be

with yeu in that hour, will peint you to the mercies of CGod which are new to uas every
merning.

May He keep you and your beloved congregation in His gracious care always.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

0JN:vas Oscar J. Naumann

P,S. Mrs. Naumann joins me in expressing our heartfelt sympathy.
' 0JN
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July 28, 1961

-+

Actually, T should address you as "Miss
were & grownup young lady when T left Saint Paul a year and a half
ago,

P! now, becauss you

How could you think that I had forgotten wveou or vour familv so soon?
W g &

to learn that you are going to enter the fleld of nursing.

is 2 very noble profession and offers one of the greatest

a8 o serve ons's fellow-man in real time of need. I be-

lieve your personality is ideally sulted for this career, Were I ta
be sick, T would certainly welcome your smwile and cheerful disposi

have £illed out the reference blank yeu sent and have submitted it
to the Vethoolb+~ﬂah1e School of Nursing at Hechester direstly.
Windly greet your family, grandparents, and the other relatives and
friends. I am sorry that our recent visit in St. Pawl was so short
and that we did net have the opportunity to visit with everyene.

The St Johntg ﬁeoplg snou~4 be na;fy'and rathal to have their new

autlcs of th@ mlni:trV' ifh Daotor “etevmanq, Jay the Leord bless his
ministry richly, and may his people come fzithfully to hear the Word,

Sincerely yours,
Oscar J, Naumann

OJN1vas

cc: HMgthodis t Kahler Hospital
Scheol of Nursing
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Dear

Tour letber of October 31, the LEO Re“ rmation, was ree
celved at my offlice on November 15 f town that entire week
on speclal assipnwent and since 1 ings iﬂ the interest of
Christian education and worker Lrailning , Soubh Daketa, New Ulnm,
Minnesoba, and Chicage, T1llinois, since t %ﬁmbs you will wnderstand why my

reply did net srrive zooner.

the faect th

We are wvery wuch our membars and thelr children Yeu
in the beautiful Po Northwest Districel and elsevhere, whe?n we have ¢
been abls as yei Synodical zcadeniss an *ﬁizagﬁs@ Not that we

.
ETHET: 2 and
eager to do smo, bub we don't have the funds needed to de so.

You will realize that %o train pastors and tegchers our Synod ekl
goheols where our members lived at the time, The laveesh concenbry agzwﬂ is sill

arg
found in the general aress of our schools, though we are now expanding to the
Fagt, the West, and North, and the Qmuhhs This expangion iz the main resgeon why
we need more pagtors: the Lord is leading us ints many new svess., He is opening
many new doors for us. Ib H180 t&k o great deal of m&%eV'uﬁ help these new cone

gregations support their pastors. iy ie one reason our funds for new schools
are 1limited. The need for more pastors slso compelsg v éﬁ inerease the uﬂbhﬁﬂg
stalf at each school to train the growing nombsr of umﬁ@wts

A wumber of years ago vur Synod founded Northwestern Lutheran Academy st Mobridge,
partly becavse it is so difficyll for the congrsgatlons in that District and the
adjacent Districts to offer elementary Christian day schoels fo their children,
Distances are very great, our members are scabviered so Far apart. I9% poses a 3
problem to get the children together every day and back home again in all kimda
weather. There are a few excaptions, of course, where Chrisiian schools are b&&ng
conducted,

But the Academy does make Christien secondary schooling on the high school lewsl,
available to our people. And though the distances are quite formidable, especisily
for students from Washington, yet yon should consider that you would be in & school
where the Word of God rules supreme. In our achedl evolution is not anght FEREC O
£ o

posed as a theory of men that denles the existence of God and combredicis His Holy
Hord, Yet it is a theory that is not even ressonsble, 1% doesn!'t even make sense.

For sxample, you do know thal everything grows older and deteriorates with age,



Mr. Brad Begalksa 2 Decenber L, 1967

Tt doesn't grow younger. WNo one has discovered s founbain of youth., This Znd law
of thermodynamics definitely proves to all sclentists who deserve the name of ot
entiste that evolubtion is not going on and carmot take place. The very opposite
is true,

You would at Mobridge be in the company of Chrisbian students Prom good Lutheran homes,
whose parents, pastors, and teachers all ave deeply concerned abeut thelr soul's wele-
fare, not only their progress in scholsstic achievement.

Remember, also, that the Savior has satd: Lo, I an with you glway, even unto the and
of the Worfld.” He also said: "Where two or three ave gathered together in my name,
there sm I in the midst of them," He gives His angels charge over Uis ehildren to
keep them in 811 their ways.

These promises wust be our staff and stay when we consider our future schooling and
going away from home to be able 1o receive that kind of gchooling.

children, the youngest 11
she did manage teo send all
L of us tov Christian day

1en my father died. T anm

I know it was not easy for my mother, a widow with eight
vears old, when 1t came to choosing schools for us. Ve
of us bo school, some of us to por Synedis schools and
schools when they were available. T was 72
forever grateful that my mother did send- i
away from home after the eighth grade except Tor Christmss and Faster vacations and
& few days 1n summer when T was not working on & farm over 100 miles from home. I

wag in the company of Lutheran Christian teachers and good Lutheran people when auay
from home and this is whabt was the best thing that cemld have hsppened to me.

I mention this only, bhecause I went through an exwe ilar to the ons you
face today: "What sthodl schould I attend? Where will m th be strengthened
through daily study of the Word and through the guldance and example of Christian
teacters? Vhere will I be corrected and warned when T stray into false paths? Whera
will my teachers be concerned about my sould and notb only about wmy brain and wmy scho-
lastie record?®

I hope these few thoughts will help vou and your parents view the question of yeur
Tuture schooling in another light. Tou know, dighence isn®t the grestest barrier
that cen separate parents and children. The type of life and conduct that iz rampant
in the public schoeols, as you describe them, can become s much grester, ves an ime-
superable barrier between parents and thelr ohildren. T pray that no such barrier
will ever come between you, your parents, your church and your Savior.

May the Lord give you and yours a blessed Advent and Chiristmas seeson,
Kindly extend my cordial greetings to Pasbor Pawl Albrecht, too.
Sincerely,

af

Ogcar J. Navmann



L10 North Fra
New Ulm, Minnesot
Sevtember 10, 196

Pastor Naumann,

I think thet the Syn
8t least 7 - 8 timss since T have been teaching.
time T have wented to say ¥Thank you' %o someone
cerhape, as the revrecentative of the body --

od must have ralsed our
G

=
@M
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ot
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o do lh within the group 1 was serving., For cex 5
: rgitated to bring up such HULE‘jcﬁij suggestions
_m:auo accept my personal thanks for looking out for our
our bedily welfare in such & way th:t we d@ not deserve,
Eveﬁy Limn we receive an increase in galary I look uvron it
& s imulue to serve the Church bester than before. It's
bad that we live "in the flesh", and that it offers
g nere's an answer for this too,

ireg to our service. There
nce. At any rate -- Thanks,
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While T write I should
You d4id him 2 great service ) )
the back® 2t the time of his father's reti dontt
kniow the exact neture of it nor i te know. But
the Tinest medicine Tor him in ] to know thot
ne has been asccepted, that thers 21 actually 1ynaﬁicﬁl workers
L talk to him, not GVQP*mc ? v 8 work, T§QWML=~h
to thank you Tor thet, too} culd know S
Yidey
ytentially he is the greate ‘ﬁ ever to come
e Wiscensin Synod. 1 mes without any
¢ct to any other worker, including my father, Ve have
ol latent e r
B.

D11ity berorec low 2 hes nis
i1l be
ielly

D“L._
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o

3
e
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CT_,“
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& heln *p A e Fuel xznyynrniu T me nkwru
of Christians, I c;u”d say more of this, becﬂaﬁu
with him CY‘@TSiVGLy when the occasion comes, =-
rate, for this, thank vou, too.

3
‘—-’O

I remember the kind hospitality offered to me 2% the
time I »played at your congregation. 1% was also grecious
of you to accept my "cockeyed idess at the$ time. This

Lt thwt time,  Bat 1 never ths

was oa hoost to me, too, & : i
you feeln for keeping me a2t your busy parsonage that i
ke forget very often.-- Grestings to Mra.

Hay Goad bless your office.




June 30, 1960

Your letter of June 23 has been rooeived,

I repeat the offer of our Study Committee Lo meet with you er with you and your congre-
gatlen concerning the matters yer have mentioned and the charges you again make in yeur
letter. T despair ef reaching clarity by correspondence. And furthermore, I consider
it an unjust judging of hearts and metives when you call Symod's cenvietions "Tndia
rubber canvichiens."

There is an element of human judgment invelved in svaluating the situsbion in which we
are. In the same situation one sincere Christlan maycbe persuaded to follow one Serip~
tural injunction, %o bring his admenitery testimony to an orderly cenclusion, while
another will terminmbte both his admonitien and his protesting fellowship at once.
Thus eertainly we do not charge that Seripturs is se unclear that two sincere pesple
will take opposite directions in carrying out the same Seripbural injunetion,

I do net believe that you read my Report te the Nine Districts in a charitable attitude,
pubting the best construction en the words written,

Last week T was present at the convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Byned in Mankato
when they pleaded with a pastor in their widst not to insist upon a "yes or ne" answer
to his questien, simce 1%, too, contained lmplications and invelvements, He refused 4o
hear their pleas. It was & sad spestacle. Actually his question was anfalr, but his
ears were shut to all pleas from many brethren.

I am ready ot auy time to surrender my call and assigmment whenever the Lord throygh
His church se veguests., To me it 4ig a riddle why the Lowrd deoes not esll men who have
a ready and pat reply to every cuestion and a self-evident solution to every problem,

I repeat the offer of our Study Committee, You and Pastor @ may be able to are
range a joint meeting. T am gending coples to President Fritze, Prefessor Lavwrens,
and Pastor Siegler., These mestings should be arranged through the Distriet President
and with his knowledge.

Fraternally yours,

OJN:vas Osear J. Naumann
cet Pres. H, Friitsze

Prof, 2, Lawrenz

Pres, 6. J. Siegler



September 9, 1966

Dear Brother:

I hope it was only a rmmor for which no confirmation can be given
that you, too, had suffered a heart astbtack. So many people are
suffering attacks, accidents, and illnesses that one must not only
constantly pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into
His harvest, bubt to keep in good health and strength those who are
already active in that harvest.

When last week a report of your suffering a heart attack was heard
here, I prayed that the report would not be confirmed. Yesterday

a neighbor pastor brought some relief when he assured us it was not
s heart attack but some other unexplained sudden illiness. He did
state that Prof. Harold Warnke was now also Ygrounded® for six weeks
after a heart attack. Perhaps these two cases had been confused in
earlier reportis,

The Lord!s Jjudgments are unsearchable and His ways past finding out.
When so many ministers of the Gospel are needed to staff the fields
into which He has called us, He still strikes some with illness and
forbids them through thelr physicians to carry out the duties required
by their calls.

This all teaches us to recognize that we are what we are only through

God's grace and goodness. Our health and strength also are from Him,

just as our knowledge of the Gospel of forglvensess, 1ife and salvation
are ours only through His gracious revelation. This we ought to keep

always in mind. And this He brings to our attention and recalis to

our memory whenever He lays the hand of affliction on us or on one of
our brethren.

May this letter find you restored to health and strength, serving the
Lord in the Gospel ministry with joy, gratitude, and diligence. And

may He keep you and all yours under the shadow of His wings.

Sincerely,

Oscar J. Naumann

O0JN:vas
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Rev. Oscar J. Naumann
3512 West North Avenue Milwaukee, Wisconsin 532C8

Office: 445-4022 August 4, 1978 Residence: 463-6071

Dear Brother

taking a two-week rest and vacation at the home of my son Thomas

in a suburb of Seattle. I had spent 18 days in the hospital await-
ing opeun heart surgery, but was after further tests found tc be a
poor risk for all the surgery the doctors considered necessary.

Your letter of July 15 arrived here omn July 20, while T was

After 1 was released our district conventions got underway
and 1 was busy making preparations for a special convention at
Watertown, Wiscomsin, on July 11 and 1Z. That Saturday, July 13,

son Martin and I left for Seattle and returned home on Saturday,
July 29,

I regret that this acknowledgement of receipt of your letter
has been so long delayed. But I have arranged for a mesting of our
Praesidium for next week and hope to be able to give you a reply to
your suggestion after that meeting.

The Lord has been very kind to me, adding one day of service
after another. I am able to do my work by the use of much more
medication, a somewhat limited diet,.and a regular program of exercise,
I accept every day as an additional gift of His grace and thank and
praise our good and gracious God for every additional opportunity
to serve Him and His Church.

Sincerely yours in Him,

(éﬁf»@ﬂﬁ\ l/XZ ZAL Iy d e c T

0JN/rbs Oscar Jtybaumann

Y
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Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Church Synod

Route 1, Box 159 . Mark H. Falck, Pastor
Haemburg, Wisconsin 54438 675—-6846

February 24, 1977

The Rev. Oscar J. Naumann
resident, WELS

3512 w. Worth Ave.
llwaukee, WI 53208

’..I

Dear Fresident Naumann:

I feel a little "sheepish" writing this letter - sort of like a

bat boy advising Henry aaron on his batting stance. On the other
hand I feel that you are the type of person who can be approached
wilth a new idea, even by a roockie.

I have felt from time to time that the mission code of the ¥
Synod punished the fellow who was sent to places like Long T
or other high cost areas of living in comparison to the Dako
Oor whatever, for the code makes no distinctions on the basis of
different costs of living in various locals. This does not affect
ms personally because I am serving neither in a mission nor do I

eel under-compensated. For that matter how can one be under—
coﬂfunsgtud when he is doing the Lord's work.

Yet, I think everyone would like to see the workers in home mis-
sions in particular get a fair shake and ezrn a living wage. This
apolies even m-.re to the increasing number of teachers whe are

serving under mission code scales. 4nd so I am enclosing a pay
scale from Employers' Mytual Insurance Co. of Wausau, Wl. One of
my members who works there sup:ilied it. I am wondering if there
1s any chance of Ffuture salery scales for mission pastors and
hers to refleft as this scale does, the sometimes vastly
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L didn't know exactly who to give this to, so I am sending it

to youa Yow may direct it where you will or file it in the ever-

final note: I never realized in Sem how much I would

vour President's news v ThPV’HLe always wel-
don't know if anvone ever comnented on them, but I
know I appreciate them.

Ho e 1 haven't wasted too much of vour time, God's blessings to
you and may you be assured that at least one of the rookies appre-
izt is thankful for the way vou CErry out your many respons-—

Bincerely in His service,




March 3, 1977

Dear Brother gigs

Your letter of February 24 arrived yesterday. 1 hasten to respond. Please
don't feel sheepish about your letter or hesitate to write. My time is your
time. Someone else had that as his theme song om radio years ago. But in
my case it is really true. Our whole establishment on North Avenue is a
service agency. We are here to help hold up your arms in the daily battle.

You may have a very valid point there concerning the mission code salary.
I am not sure that adjustments ave made according to the higher cost of
living factor. This is definitely the case in World Missions. It may not
be in Home Missions.
Just for that reason your letter is timely. I will pass it along to the
Synod’'s Salary Review Committee. Actually this committee consists of two
Board of Trustees members and two Coordinating Council members. 1 am certain
that they will give your comcern serious consideration.

After speaking with Pastor Berg on this I learmed that the GBHM is striving
valiantly to eliminate the inequities that do at times eccur im the variables
of housing and utilities. Housing is, of course, furnished to every pastor.
But in the field of utilities some inequities still exist. Hence the board
is working on a program of having all congregations provide the utilities for
the parsonage. Just when this will be completely solved I do mot know, but
the GBHM and the Salary Committee are working om it. Of this I can assure you,
The differential in the salaries of male and female teachers is being wiped

out, especially in home missions or subsidized congregations. Many self-
supporiing congregations are closing the gap there, too, especially in fure
nishing housing or rental allowance to women as well as to men. And I can
assure you that the Assignment Committee has been aware of and alerted to this
for many years. But even here an old-line, self-supporting congregation told
the Assignment Committee about two years ago to mind its own business. Their
salaries paid to their pastor and their teachers are the congregation's res-
ponsibilities and not that of the district officials or the Assignment Committee,

Perhaps the only cure in such a case is to let that congregation go without a

teacher when the available candidates make it impossible to assign every call
we receive,



Pastor Mark H. Falck -2 March 3, 1977

I remenmber distinctly having written to congregations about their "starvation
wages' when I was district president in Minnesota. One congregation of wealthy
farmers forced their teacher by their low salary to seek secular employment
during the summer in order to be able to pay his bills. Either he had to do
that or go.home to his parents and ask them to feed him when the school W not
in session. ’

This young man was a good worker and the comcern for which he worked in the
summer tried to persuade him to remain in their employ the year around. 1iIn
this case and in some others the congregations recognized their shortcomings
and raised the salaries. In fact, this young man was even able to get married
and support a wife later on,

I shall pass your letter, my reply, and the Employers' Mutual Insurance Comp ny's

a
area pay scale card along to the Salary Review Committee. I know they will give
serious considerations to the concerns expressed.

May the Lord grant you and yours an abundance of His grace and goodness through-
out the sacred seasons of Lent and Easter!

Sincerely yours im His sexvice,

O0JN/tbs Oscar J. Naumann
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