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For nothing is impossible with God. These were the

words that the angel used to ascure Mary that she would be
the mother of the Savior even the uZh she was a v@ﬂgirn Mary

questioned the angel's words, but the angel assured her that
the Lord could overcome this obstacle. Philip presented a
boy to Jesus who had two small fish and five loaves of bread.
But he doubted that these could even bezin to feed 5,000 men
and said, "but what are they among so many?" Yet our Savior
overcame this obstacle with his alpmighty power. Abraham won-
dered how two people who had long ago lost their ability to
have children, could produce an offss pring who would multiply
and be as many as the stars of the heavens. But the Lord
overcame this obstacle with his power.

No obstacle is so great that our Lord cannot ovefcome it.
With him, all things are indeed possible. This was true
during Bible times, and it is still true today. No matter

what obstacle stands:in the way of his kingdom, the Lord is

able to overcome it. Thc plannlng and cons trucilon of

Bl@omington“Luth@ran°s present h@usp Of warshlp is a beautl«

ful testimony to this truth. It is the purpose of this paper
to briefly show how the Lord carried the members of Blooming-
ton Lutheran Church over numerous obstacles so that they

could build and dedicate a house of worship for the God of

free and faithful grace.
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The story of Bloomington Lutheran's house of worship
actually starts at the beginning of Bloomington Lutheran®s
history. 1In 19 250 the Mission Board of the Minnesota Dig+-
rict decided to faung & preaching station in Bloomington
Bloomington Lutheran's obetacles started at that time already.
Although the Mission Board wanted to start a preaching station
the Synod was unable to provide the financing for +thie preach-
ing station. But the Lord overcame this obstacle by moving
one of the men of the Mission Board to borrow money on his
own so that he could purchase a house ang two lots of lang
on the corner of 88+th and Nicollet.l After purchasing pro-
rerty for a preaching station, the Mission Board next hagd
to place a man at the preaching station.

At this point another obstacle fell in Bloomington's
path. Although the Mission Board hagd been calling several

men to serve the Bloomington area, no one had accepted. The

Lord again stepped in and overcame this obstacle by moving

- the late John G. Hoenecke to accept this call and become

Bloomington's founding pastor,.?

The first service was held in the barsonage on May 27,

L1951, aﬂdwihﬁqulleingwweekmxhewﬂirsthundaywSchoolwclasSesw“uhu~-

were held. The little mission grew rapidly from there. 1In.

N0vember 1951 grqnd was broken for the constructlon of therwmmmuwwwmwwm

flrst chapel On May 4 1952, less than one year after the

1Mlnnesotd District-Golden Jubilee History. Minn@ﬁ@ta
District of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran synod. Minn-
epolis, Minnesota, 1969, p. 70,

2 Ibid,, p. 70.
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Tirst worship service was held, the chapel for the mission
at Bloomington was dedicated. ILater that month, on May 22,
the little mission formally organized itself as a church, and
they took the name Bloomimgton Lutheran Church.

The field of Bloomington was ripe with many souls, and

the Lord was greatly blessging his harvesters at Bloomington
Lutheran Church. Again, only two years later, in mid-1956,
the number of souls topped 400. By the end of 1958, the
number of souls almost numbered 500, These numbers of souls
gained in such a realatively short number of years, tells us
that the Lord wasn't just showering his blessings on Bloom-
ington Lutheran, he was pouring them out by the bucketful.
The congregation's membership continued to enjoy a steady in-
crease through the early sixties, also. In 1964, membership
reached the 600 mark. Certainly)Bloomington was a field ripe
for the Lord's harvest. This bountiful harvest was a tre-
mendous blessing from the Lord of the harvest, and was a
wonderful display of his saving grace, To God alone be
gloryl .

However, while Bloomington Lutheran had grown greatly
~in_number during its_ short existence, it was still worshipp-.
ing in its original chapel. This chapel, which was designed

to seat 125 people, was now being called upon to house a con-

gregation which numbered four times that amount. In 1962,
the congregation was compelled to hold three Sunday ser-
vices. While this brough temporary relief to the bulging

little chapel, it did not prevent the seams from starting



to split.

The writer himsglf remembers the overcrowded conditions.
He remembers the epecial problems during Lenten and other
festival services when there were =o many chaire set up that
those wallking in ﬁhe center aisle were crowded. Even with
extra chairs, there were %times when parents and children had
to split up in order to be seated for the service. Truly,
the need for a new house of worchip was there. The first
obstacle was showing that need %o others.
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The others the church had in mind were the Synod

n

Board of Trustees and the Home Mission Board. They tooc had

noticed Bloomington Lutheran's rapid growth, and they knew °

that there was something that needed to be done. So they

arranged a special meeting with us in order to discuss a

future plan Tor our church. However, their plans for Bloom-

ington Lutheran did not follow the same paths as Bloomington's.
These Synod officials wanted to meet with Bloomington

in order to work out a plan which wouiﬁ enable Bloomington:

to become self-supporting. The first obstacle the members

had to evercome was convincing Pastor H. Eckert and Paster

R. Wiechman that Bloomington Lutherdn needed o new house of s

worship more than it needed to go self-supporting. The

——church's plans.to build hinged on this meeting for two rea-

sons. In the first place, there was no way Bloomington
Lutheran could take on the financial strains of becoming

self-supporting and still be able to builld a new house of



worship. Secondly, in order %o build, Bloomington as a
migsion needed the Synod's help in order to finance a new
building.

This historic meeting which took place on June 19, 1964,
again saw the Lord overcoming obstacles for this congregation.
The Lord moved the hearts of these men. After hearing Bloom-
ington's case, they were sympathetic to her need for a new
house of worship nad they promised to give whatever assistance
they could.

Overcoming this first obstacle led directly into 2 second
one- financing. The congregation could not finance this
project by itself and was dependant upon Syned for help.
However, Bloomington already had one CEF loan upon which it
was still paying. The Synod had a number of pressing needs
for CEF money already. They had heped Bloomington wou;d be
able to retire that debt so the money coulqﬁe used for other
missions. Since the Synod wanted to retire her current
CEF loan, they would not extend to Bloomington an additional
CEF loan. This left the church with her next problem, “"Where

_Mill we get the money?"

The Lord again came to Bloomington's rescue and enabled

her to overcome this obstacle through a type of compromise.

Bibomington Lﬁ%ﬁeran was not able to getwa loan on hefkoﬁﬁ;A”'
and the Synod would not give the church a CEF loan. But
the Synod decided to secure a loan from a local bank for

the congregation. The Synod was not lending the money it-



self, but provided the backing so that Bloomington could
take on the loan herself. The Synod did this under two
stipulations. First, the church was to increase her pay-

. ments toward her present CEF loan by about 15% a month.

“ Secondly, the church was to reduce the subsidy it was re-
ceiving for her teachers' salaries at a rate of 345 per
month, each year. With this plan, Bloomington was expected
to become selfmouppor%iﬂg@ithin@ ten years. Under these
stipulations, the Synod agreed to secure a loan of $106,000
for Bloomington Lutheran.

Plans to construct 2 new, larger house of worship led
to another practical obstacle. Where would the congrega-
tion put the church? The two lote which were originally
purchased back in 1951 were very adequate for the original
chapel and parsonage. However, the addition of a new church
building twice the size of the chapel would definitely re-
quire a larger area of land. But where would it come from?

The Lord again took care of his people and overcame
this obstacle by putting the answer in the church’s own back

yard. On the very same day as one of the 1964 Finance Comm=

“ittee meetings, the house and lot next to the southside of

the church went up for sale. That same night, the Finance

_Committee decided to recommend the purchase of this land to

the votefs. The next week the congregation voted to purchase
the property. This led to yet another obstacle.,

The members of Bloomington realized that the purchase



of this property was essential for Bloomington's future
building needs. The members also realized that paying for
this property was also essential. And payirg f'or the prop-
erty was an essential the congregation was not able to
handle. But it was an obstacle the Lord was able to handle.

The Lord enabled Bloomington to purchase this needed
property by moving Pastor Palmer of Pilgrim Lutheran in
Minneapolis to loan money to the church out of his own
pocket. He also moved the local Lutheran Brotherhood chap-
ter to loan the church the remaining portion. This enabled
the congregation to purchase the lot next door.

The next obstacle for the church to tackle was finding
a company who would build their desired house of worship and
still keep the cost below the $106,000 which the Synod
promised to secure. The Lord provided "Church Builders,
Inc." of Milwaukee for this purpose. Their bid of $103, 000
was accepted by the congregation even though they knew
that some modifications would have to be made.

These modifications ended up pushing the cost above
the $106,000 figure. But "Church Builders, Inc.” pointed
out that there were Somékthiﬁgs thafwcdﬁldﬂﬁémdéﬁé By>§514 a
unteer work from the congregatioms. These included the con-
gregation assembling its own pews, tiling the basement; and
removing trees with volunteer help. This brought the cost

to about $108,000. It was this figure that Pastor Hoenecke
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presented to the Synod as our needed loan. Again, the Lord
moved the hearts of the Synod officials and they gave thelr
cooperation.

With “Chureh Builders, Ine.”™ now on the scene, the next
item on the agenda was going to the city of Bloomington to
get a building permit. Dealing with the city seemed Tto be
an obstacle in itself. “"Church Builders" met with the city
representatives, got the code-requirements, and then prdw
ceeded to adjust Bloomington's plans accordingly. When it
seemed things were adjusted and the building permit could be
secured, the city of Bloomington threw another obstacle on
the course. They: presented the church with some additional
codes which they had not previously mentioned. This forced
the church back again to the drawing board.

Among other things, the city was pressing for a sprinkler
system in the basement, more parking, and the proper amount
of shrubbery. The hassles involved in trying to irén these
problems out, moved Pastor Hoenecke to tell Synod officials
that, "the city of Bloomington is following the ultimate in
building codes, the uniform bggderg codes and then the latest
T B

But again the Lord helped his people overcome their

—obstacles: By -raising-the-grade—of-the-church-building it~

self several feet above the level of Nicollet Ave., the

church eliminated the mewed for a basement sprinkler system.
This not only was acceptable to the city requirements, but
it also saved the church a bundle of money. The city also

gave a little on the number of shrubs and trees which would



be required. The church also wag able to expand their
parking area and satisfy this code.

However, by expanding parking to meet city requirements,
the church met another obstacle. The church p@@perty and
parsonage were next te an apartment complex. The people
who ran the complex were none too keen on the idea of Bloom-
ington Lutheran expanding and possibly cramping their complex.
Before they knew it, the church was back meeting with the city
of Bloomington again in order +to try to solve this problem.
The Lord overcame this obstacle by moving the owner of the
apratment to permit Bloomington Lutheran's expansion if they
would construct a redwood privacy fence %o keep a barrier
between the two. This the two parties agreed upon.

Finally, after numerous hassles with city hall and a
number of revisions of congregational plans, it seemed as if
things would finally start rolling. On March 11, 1966, the
final specifications for the new building were reached.

On March 15, the contract was signed, and on Mafch 20, an
eager congregation broke ground. “Church Builders, Inc.”

then hired Mar-Kay Construction Co. as the local contractor

and all was ready to begin.. Or.was it? .. ...

Just when if finally seemed that everything was ready

to go, nothing happened. The reason? Another stumbling-

wbloek had sprung up in Bloomingtén's path. This one in-
volved "Church Builders, Inc." On June 16, 1966, Pastor

Eckert and Pastor Wiechmann met with the congregation and in-
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formed them that "Church Builders, Inc." was financially
unable to begin construction on 3loomington's church and
several other bullding projects it had with mission congre-
gations in the Synéd. Pastor Hoenecke reported in the bulletin
on the next Sunday that the churrzh's entire building project
could well collapse. Fortunately the Lord saw to it that it
didn®t collapse.

In order to overcome this obstacle, the Lord moved the
synod to step in and rescﬁe Bloomington's building project.
The Synod took all sub-contracts that dealt with the con-
struction of the church, as its own and saw to it that the
construction was carried out. Under these circumstances,
Bloomington Lutheran Church became itz own general contrac-
tor. Finally on June 22, 1966, over three months after
the congregation had held its ground breaking service, con-
struction on the new house of worship began. Construction
of the building began in June, but by fall there were more
stumbling blocks in the congregation's path.

"Church Builders, Inc." in its attempt to keep costs
to a minimum, contracted an establishmen%%amed Custom Electric

to do all the wiring and set up all electrical systems for

the church. It soon became apparent why "Custom Electric®

was cheaper than other electrical companies. It was non-

union. When the local union discovered this, they didn“t
take it lightly. They threatened to picket the church. Since
all workers who were loyal to the union would refuse to

cross the line, all work on the church could have come %o
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a stand still.

In order to avoid this, the congregation immediately
contacted a local union company, and worked an agreement with
them to carry on with the work that was started by Custom
Electric. As one might imagine, Custom Electric was not
pleased with the idea of losing business and threatened to
keep on showing up at the Jjob. To prevent this, the con-
gregation made plans to get a court injunction to keep them
off the job site. Custom Electric had no choice but to leave
the job. By Thanksgiving a final settlement had been reached
with this company. Once again the Lord led his congregation
over another stumbling block and kept work on the building
oing.

It might be pointed out that the cornerstone of the new
house of worship was laid on October 20 of the fall. This
was one event where there were no stumbling blocks, no ob-
stacles, and even no cost. The Lord moved the children of
Mt. Olive ILutheran Church in Delano to give Bloomington Luth-

eran her new cornerstone as a gift. This was a gift that

,.the_paid for V\ii'th . ,the ir ;_‘,Own',.,m.is.s io n Offerings s

With the settling of the problem with the electrical

union the members of the congregation gavé a sigh of relief

and waited to see construction continue in full force again.
They didn't have much of a chance to get going before another

obstacle was thrown in the road. The local contractors,
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Mar-Kay Construction Co. dissolved the partnership they
were in. Again the congregation was forced to play a
walting game, as the partners had to work out their own de=
taile and agreements. This process took time and caused
another delay in construction.

Construction was resumed again and continued until
WMarch 1967, when yet another stumbling block fell in Bloom-
ington's path. The previously dissolved, and newly structured
Mar-Kay Construction Co. declared bankruptcy. This left the
congregation with a partially constructed church and no
contractor to finish construction.

But as had been the case time and time again, the Lord
rescued his flock and helped them overcome another obstacle.
The Lord had moved the congregation to have its congract
bonded. This meant a bonding company could take over the
building responsibilities when Mar-Kay collapsed. This was
a two-fold advantage for Bloomington Lutheran. Not only did
the bonding company assume all obligation to finish construc-
tion, it also assumed a goodly amount of the unpaid bills.

This enabled the construction of Bloomington Lutheran's new

,Nhousewof“worshipmto“be”completed;““A“fihal“meéfiﬁgWbé%Wééhw””wwm“”mwuw”

all major parties involved in the bullding process took place

_on April 22, 196?9,”ThewPurposewafﬁthiswmeetingmwashtomtie~up~—~-~~~

all loose ends and reach a final settlement. After five hours
of metting and discussion a final settlement was reached.
In this meeting Glen Falls Insurance Co. agreed to pay all

of Mar-Kay's bills and free the congregation from all obliga-
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tion as far as the church construction was concerned. The
Lord's hand again was present, as he brought such a favorable
settlement for Bloomington Iutheran.

One final necessity that needed to be taken care of
was the removal of the original chapel. Carey Housemovers,
Inc. were brought in by the Lord to purchase and move the
chpael for the congregation.

After three years of planning and meeting and dealing
with one obstacle after another, Bloomington Lutheran ded-
icated its new house of worship to God's glory on April 30,
1967. 1,210 people attended two services in order to praise
the Lord for all the wondrous: things he had done. The writer
remembers singing in the services as a student in the Christian
Day School. He remembers thinking that he had never seen
sc many people in a church at one time. He also remembers
the special sense of joy that spread throughout the people
who attended that day.

| Many members of Bloomington Lutheran will remember
that day. It is also hoped that they will remember what

nakE
happened in order to Eame that day possible. It is hoped

the Lord for taking this congregation by the hand and leading

—her through obstacles, .stumbling blocks and many trials not

mentioned here. Most of all it is hoped that the people will
always keep first in their hearss their reason for having a

house of worship, their reason for gathering as a congregation,



and their very reason for 1iving- namely to pralse and

thank the God who overcame for us the greatest obstacle of
all - our sin! Because he is loving, because he is almighty,
the Lord is able to overcome our €in and give us salvation
through his Son.

A1l of this will move the people of Bloomington Lutheran
to praise the God who overcame the obstacles standing in the
way of our salvation, and obstacles standing in the way of
our worship. We praise the Lord. With him there is no

obstacle too large, no stumbling-block too great.
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