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spirit was a fraud or whether she really contacted Samuel or whether it was an evil spirit
who spoke to Saul probably cannot be declded this side of eternity. But that whatever she
did was an abomination to the Lord is not left in doubt.

Personally I am convinced that she was in contact with something supernatural. ‘The
fact that she cried out in fear may indicate that she got wore then she expscted, BPut the
question of whether this wes Samuel or not is more difficult to decide., Luther says that
it was a spirit that imitated Samuel in appearance and dress.] Such a view is not impossible
even though the text says that Samuel spoke (I Sam 28:15). The argument that God would not
permit one of His departed prophete be disturbed in death is certainly not based on any
clear statement of Scripture, even though it is widely held. It is, however, hardly neces-
sary for us to answer or even to debate such questions. That it was a sinful act on Saul's
part to attempt to gain hidden knowledge in this way and that it brought him nothing but
grief is, however, made crystal clear in the textb,

MODERN SPIRITUALISM

The practice of necromancy, or consulting the dead, probably never completely died out,
but for the most part it seems to have been practiced more or less in secret,

The rise of modern spilritualism is ususlly traced to Hydesville, New York, where in
18,8 Margaretta and Catherine Fox supposedly contacted the spirit world. The story of the
Fox gisters and the subsequent growth of spiritistic activity in America and Europe is too
well~known to delay us here. That the dead were actually being contacted was accepted as
fact by otherwise highly intelligent people., When professional magicians, howsver, demon-
strated again and again that all the apparently supernatural phenomena could be reproduced
by natural means, when they exposed one medium after another as frauds, and one of the Fox
sisters confessed that the so-called spirit rappings were actually produced by snapping
their toe joints, spiritism suffered what appeared to be a death~blow from which not even
the repudiation of Margaretta Fox's confession could rescue the movement.

After the First World War, however, spiritism once more began to flourish and the
church notices in the daily newspapers carried long columns devoted to spiritualist ser—
vices and sbances. Yet it seems to me as T look back to those days that even most Lutheran
theologians, who would not have dreamed of denying the supernatural, were almost fully con-
vineed that spiritualism was trickery and deception from beginning to end. That much, if
not most, of the gpiritistic phenomena should be characterized in this way is probably true.
When I was a student at Concordia Seminary in St. Louls in the late thirties, we heard a
lecture by a Lutheran underitaker who was also an amateur magician and whose hobby was ex-
posing the fakery of spiritistic mediums. I remember him saying, "I bury those people and
I know that they don't come back.” Sueh an attitude, however, could hardly be viewed as being
characteristic of either sound theology or solid science,

BISHOP JAMES PIKE

The renewed interest in spiritism in the second and third decade of this century again
faded away from public attention until the Episcopal Bishop James Pike became a convert,
His aceephbance of spiritism is another example of how easily the wise men of this world he-
come fools, Pike had rejected the authority of the Bible and all the fundementals of the
Christian faith. It is especially worthy of note that at the time when he became interested
in spiritism he had even given up his belief in an afterlife.

It was a strange seriss of events that convinced the bishop that the dead are able to
commmicate with the living. He and his last wife, Diane Kennedy, have told the story of
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those events in their book, The Other Side.2

The story begins with the suielde of Pike's son Jim on Feb. 4, 1966. At that time
the bishop, together with his chaplain, David Barr, and his secretary Maren Bergrud, was
living in Cambridge, Eagland., It should be noted that both Barr and Bergrud also did not
believe in 1life after desth.

A little over two weeks after his son's death he found two posteards that he had never
seen before lying on the floor in front of the nightstand next to his bed. The eards were
arranged in such a way that they formed an angle similar to that formed by the hands of a
elock at twenly minutes after eight. He was reminded of Jim, who was in the habit of buy-
ing posteards which he often forgot to wail,

Two days later Maren Bergrud came to breakfast with part of her bangs cut off. She
apparently did not know thet this had happened until Pike and Barr called her attention to
1t. The same thing happened the next morning, and Pike remembered that Jim had told him
onee that he did not like Maren's bangs and thet she ought to cut them off. On the third
worning the bangs had completely disappeared and no trace of the missing hair could be found.

That day Pike, Parr, and Bergrud made s trip to London. When they returned the next
day they found two books lying in the same spot where Pike had found the posteards arranged
in the same way as the cards had been. Two photos had disappeared from the wall of the bed-
room, When Barr opened the closet door he found the whole left side of the ecloset in dig-
array, and in the heap of clothes on the floor he found the missing pietures, together with
gome posteards they had never seen. They then found a elock that had not been wound and
which had been stopped at 12:15 but which now read 8:19, with the hands therefore at the
sawme angle as the posteards and the books., The coroner's report had indicated thet it was
somewhere near eight o'clock English time that Jim had committed suieide in New York,

A number of other unnsual events reminded Pike and his companions of Jim and persusded
them that Jim was trying to get in touch with his father. An Anglican clergyman, who was
interested in the oceult and whom Pike consulted, suggested thet they try to contact Jim
with en inverted wine glass on a smooth table on which the letters of the alphabet, cut out
of paper, had been arranged. When this did not work out well, although the glass did move;
it was decided 4o consult Mrs, Ena Twigg, & medium who had also been suggested by the Angli-
can clergyman. A seance with Mrs. Twigg was scheduled for March 2.

On March 1, a whole series of highly unusuval events, similar to those that had occurred
earlier, took place, The next day, at the skance, the bishop was convineced that his son
spoke to him with the voice of Mrs, Twigg. Jim had a great deal to talk about. He said
that he was in a place like hell, that he could not believe that God is 2 person and that
he could not be a Christian, AL one point Jim was interrupted by another spiriit who claimed
to be Paul Tillich and who told Pike not to worry about Jim because he and others would look
after him,

At a second séance a few days later Pike, who was leaving for the United Btates shortly,
asked Jim how he could get in touch with him in America. WMrs., Twigg, in a trance and in a
volce that sounded like Jim's, spoke the words, "Spiritual Frontiers, Father Rauscher, priest
of the church, in New Jergey." WNeither Mrs. Twigg nor Pike knew anything aboub Spiritual
Frontiers or Father Rauscher,

At a church service in New York e few weeks later Pike met the Rev, Arthur Ford, who
in the course of the conversaltion mentioned that he was connected with Spiritual Frontiers.
Pike was surprised and asked i1f they had anything special in New Jersey. Ford told him that
Father Rauscher, an Episcopalian priest lived there,

Pike says in his book that he talked to his son agaln in August and September of that
same year in five different sbances. Between the third and fourth session Maren Bergrud
committed sulcide.
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The famous televised aéance with Arthur Ford took place about a year later on Sep-
tember 3, 1967, and in the next year, sfter a number of other remarkable experiences,
Pike's book, The Other Side, was published.

ARTHUR FORD

Arthur Ford is an ordained Disciples of Christ minister. He has had a long involve-
nent with spiritism and is a well-known medium. In his autobiography, Nothing So Strange,
he tells how the spirit of Harry Houdini contacted him. Houdini, whom those of you who are
older remember as one of the most celebrated magicians of all time, had devoited many of
his efforts to demonstrating that spiritism was a fraud. But before he died he promised
his wife that he would get in touch with her after death if he could and they arranged a
private eode that would be used so that she could be sure that it was really he if he con-
tacted her.

After Houdini died in 1926 his wife offered $10,000 to sny medium who could communi-
cate with her in the secret code. After two years, when all efforts to contact her husband
had failed, she withdrew the offer. In 1929 Ford supposedly was able to establish contact
between Houdini and his wife and the spirit of Houdini spoke with his wife in the code they
had agreed on. The editor of the Sclentific American was present at the sbance and a trans-
eript of the segsion was made., Mrs. Houdini later denied that the code had been broken and
yet the evidence seems to contradict her later repudiation.B

EDCGAR CAYCE

During one of the sbances arranged by Bishop Pike ancther celebrated medium, Bdgar
Cayce, the so-called "sleeping prophet,” made hls presence known and tried to persuade
Maren Bergrud to bhecome a healing medium.

Edgar Cayce was born in Kentucky in 1877. Kurt Koch's statement that oceult powers
tend to be inherited would seem to be borne out by the fact that Cayecels father could make
a "broom dence" and had such an wnusual attraction for snakes that they would follow him
home from the fields.4 At the age of six or seven Cayce began to have visions and at the
age of 24 he intentionally entered into a trance state in which he prescribed medicine and
treatment for his own voiee problem. From 1901 until hig death in 1945 he entered into
trance thousands of times. From 1923 on his "readingsY were recorded by stenographers.

He was not conseious of what he said and it is reported that he spoke at times in languages
that he had never learned.”? There is no doubt that he used complicated medical terms with

which he was not familiar in his waking state. His early readings all were given in answer
to requests for medical help. Both friend and foe agree thatl the medical readings are most
remarkable,

In 1923 Cayce began to give "life readings.® These were pronouncements made in the
trance state 1n response to questions about religious matters. When Cayce, who was a
Christian Sunday School teacher, heard what he had said in the first of these readings he
himself denounced 1t as a work of the devil. But gradually he began to believe in the
readings and gave up Biblieal Christianity as a result,

In addition to answers to religious questions, Cayce also made many historical pre-
dictions, The life readings are as ridiculous as the medieal readings are amaning, He
predicted, for example, that China would become a Christian nation by 19686 and that a
new land, the lost continent of Atlanitis, would rise out of the ocean in 1968 or 1969,7
Edmond Gruss says that his pognostications are a "ecatastrophe,” while his medical readings
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are "impreasive.“g It would appear that in Cayce we have a typleel trance medium without
some of the ususl features of spiritistic mediums. In fact, Cayce refused to try to com-
mmicate with the dead. 8%il11 in some of the readings, spirits who claimed to be those of
dead people did ﬁupgosedly speak and Cayce's opposition to consulting the dead seems to
have been overcoms.

URI GELIER

Another man who obviously belongs to this class of people is the young Israeli
"magician™ Uri Geller, His story had been published by Andrija Puharich, a Roman Catholie
doctor of medieine, evidently a brilliant man, but a man who also becomes a fool by accept-
ing the most inane statements made by slleged spirit voices as great revelations of truth.10

Uri Geller has been dencunced as a clever trickster by many. Yet his extracrdinary
powers were tested under laboratory conditions at the Stanford Research Institute. A1l
possible precautions against fraud were taken and all test results in which thers was any
possibility of cheating were disregarded. Wven under such conditions Geller achieved results
that go far beyond anything that has come out of the researches at Duke University. Accordw
ing to the Stanford experts the chances of achleving the results achisved by Geller are one
in one trillion,

Geller belongs into the spiritist fold because, aceording to Puharich's account, in
his presence tape recorders begin to run automatically and messages from spirit beings
are allegedly recorded. Although Puharich is convineed the messages are important, Geller
himself expressed the opinion that he and Puharich were dealing with a bunch of clowns, be-
cause of the inconsistency of the messages. While the aceount given by Puharich is rather
impressive, and if what he says is true, there can be no doubt that there are demonic
forees involved., My own mind harbors the suspicion that Puharich lives on the brink of
insanity, but even that would not explain everything he says. I am sure, however, that
most people would be ineclined to laugh out loud when they hear that Puharich says that
all the tapes disappearsd before or after transeripts were made of them. Puharich ig a
seientist and knows that this 1s the normal reaction and yet he feels compelled to relate
such things., He says in his book, "It was apparent to me that I could never try to con-
vines another human being of my experiences.!l]

ARTGO?

Befors he beecame involved with Url CGellsr, Puharich had investigated the clains that
were made for Arigol the famous Brazilian healer, who was definitely a spiritist. Arigo
claimed that all his surgical skill came directly from the spirit of Adolph Fritz, a German
doetor who died in 1918, but whose spirit was now continuing his medical practice in and
through him, Arigo' is & healer of the Esplritista Church in Brazil. This is apparently
not what we would call a Spiritist group but a Pentecostsl denomination with branches in

Brazil and the Philippine Islande,1?

When Puharich watched Arigo' operate he was so amazed at what was happening that he
suspected that he and the other observers might be hallueinating, so he agked Arigo to
‘operate on a growth he had on his elbow, Moving pleturss were taken of the operation and
afteryards Puharich was given the exelsed tumor, which had been repgularly observed by
another pﬁq?ician for seven years. The operation convinesd Puharich that Arigd was not a
charlatan, |-

On the other hand, William Nden, a Roman Catholic doctor of medieine, ilnvestligated
similar healing "mlracles" in the Kspiritista Church of the Philippines and concluded that
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fraud was involved.14 In the Philippines he found that medical instructions came through
speaking in tongues, but aside from the terminology his description of speaking in tongues
could be used as a description of a splritualist sdance,15 Nolen, also gubmitted to an
"operation” for the removal of a tumor, whieh he was shown very briefly before it was
destroyed, and after the removal there was no trace of any incision. This experience is
completely unlike that of Puharich who says thal the scar of his operation remains to

this day and the tumor is still in a bottle of aleohol,?®

While it has been clearly demonstrated time and again that much of what passes as
splritistic activity is clever deception, yet there obviously remains an unexplained and
inezplicable resldue that can only be viewed as truly supernstural., A Christian who be-
lieves in miracles and inspiration will not find such a eonclusion to be a priori uatenable.

MOHAMMEDANI SM

It may seamAStfange at this point to speak of what may at first appesr to be a
completely unrelated subject, namely, the origin of the Mohammedan Koran,

~ According to Islamie tradition, the story of the Koran begins ons night when Moham-
wed had a vision of an angel and heard him speak words which the fprophet® was able later
to reproduce verbatim, Mohammed was not eonvinced that what he had heard and seen was
real. He was afraid that he was losing his mind. When he told his wife Khadija about
the vision, she tried to persuade him that God was speaking to him. She tried to convince
hinm by pointing out that he never had done anything wrong. lohammed was not convinced,
beeause he said that all his life he had abhorred men possessed by spirits. He went to
the mountains to commit suieide, but thers he had another vieion by which he was persuaded.
John B. Noss in his book Man's Rellglons writes,

When it began to appear thal the strange experiences, ia wheh rhavsodies
in Areblc flowed across his lips, would continue spontaneounsly, without
his willing them, he came to believe that Allah was using him as his
mouthpiece.17

When we remember Paul's stabtement that the worship of the heathen is addressed to
devils, we may well be moved to ask whether Mohammedanism is in reality only the invention
of an uneducated camel driver.

In this connection a remark made by CGod to Moses at the burning bush may be significant.
The Lord told him thebt as a sign that He had really spoken to him the Israelites would come
back to this same place on thelr way to the promised land, This is indeed a remarkable
prophecy sinece it would mean a long and diffieunlt and apparently completely unnecessary
detour on the way to Palestine. But the words would seem to indieate that Moses, too, 1lik
Mohemmed , might begin to doubt the reality of the vision. One thing, however, is noticeably
different. The argument that Moses is a good man who had never done wrong is never used in
an effort to demonstrate the genuineness of his experience at the burning bush,

SPIRITISTIC PHENOMENA

The apparently supernatural phencmens connected with spiritualism are many and varied,
as in the practice of magic, with which they eould also be classified,
THE QUTJA BOARD

Probably one of the best koown and most sommon spiritistic tool is the Ouija board, whieh
was invented a little less than s century ago and is now marketed by Parker Bros. This
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gso-called toy, which also many Christians use as an amusement device, ig actually very
dangerous. It consists of a smooth board on which are printed the letters of the alpha-
bet, and the words, Yes, No, and Goodbye. 4 swall three-legged pointer or Uplanchette!
is used with the board. Two people sit at the board with thelr fingers lightly touching
the planchette, which moves until it points to one of the words or to individual letters
in order to spell oul other words.

It may be true at times that the planchetle moves because one or both of the operators
are pushing it subconsciously and that some of the remarkable answers given can be explained
by telepathy. But this ecan hardly be the whole story. We have already noted that Mrs. David
Farren began to hear voieces while using the board. This is not at all a unique experience
since the same thing has happened in other cases.1® TIts use has reportedly led to devil
possession,19 and not only theologlans, but also peychlatrists and medieal doctors and
even spiritualists warn against its use.20 The passive state of mind required for ite
sucesssful employment is a typieal prerequisite for the inmvasion of the mind by alien
splrit powers.

GLASS MOVING

Y

The oulja board is not necessary to practice this sort of spiritism, however, The

same resulbs can be obitained by placing a glass upside down on a smooth table with one's
Fingers resting on 1t lightly. It will be recalled that this was the method used by
Bishop Pike in his first attempt to contact his son,

Similar devices have been used for many centurise and in wmany different countries.
The divining rod end the pendulum have also been used to spell oub words in this way.

TABLE TIPPING

Another common practice sometimes played as a parlor game, but alsgo used in avowed
consulting of spirits, is taeble tipping. One or more people silt at a table with their
fingers resting on the teble top. The table is then asked %o move in a certain way to
indicate yes or no answers or to spell out words as the letlers of the alphabel are recited.
Sometimes the tipping is preceded by an open request to the spirits in the room to indicate
by the tipping of the table what they wish to communicate. This practice even if only used
for amugement can become very dangerous Lo both the mental and spiritual health of those who
engage in 1%t.

AUTOMATIC WRITING

Veny people alsgo become involved in spiritism by the practice of aultomatic writing.
The planchette which is used with a oulja board originally had a peneil as its third leg
and it was used to write out messages in the same way in which it 1s used today to spell
out words,

But such a planchette is not necessary. People with mediumistic abilities can sit at
a table with a pencil poised above & sheel of paper and when a passive mental attitude is
aggumed, the herdd begins to move of its own accord and writes oul e message. After such
automatic writing has been practiced for 2 time, 1t mey take place spontaneously even
while the subject is carrying on a conversation whieh has nothing to do with what is being
written,
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Kurt Koch quotes & psychiatrist who says that such writing can have a strong morbid
influence on those who practice it. He also quotes a psychologist who holds that it
easily becomes compulsive, Koch tells of a lady who felt the urge to let her hand write
antomatically in a restaurant, and when she was told by her husband not to do it, her hand
began rapping loudly on the table and so persistently that she was unable to stop it.21
While such automatic writing may at the beginning be nothing more than autosuggestion, as
some hold, it should be evident that it can easily become a deviee by which splrit influence
can invade the material world directly.

IEVITATIONS

The ouija board, glass moving, and table-tipping all involve touching the object to
be moved. Parapsychologlists have demonstrated that it is possible to cause physical
objects to move by mental concentration alone. Such telekinetic movements, however, are
usually very slight. Spiritists claim that even heavy objects are sometimes moved sig-
nificant distances up and down or laterally as evidence of the presence of spirit forces.
Many such phenomena, called levitations or telekinesis, have been demonstrated as being
pure trickery and deception. When Annie Besant, the founder of Theosophy, died it was
discovered thet her home was filled with all kinds of machinery that could produce such
effecte, and even her followers wondered why the machinery was necessary since they said
that she ecould produce the effects without the ald of such devieces. On the other hand,
it is probably true that also in levitation and telekinesis there is an unexplainable
residue.

A combination of such independent movements and table tipping 1s allegedly produced
by placing the finger tips under the table instead of on the table. In this way, it is
claimed, heavy tables, as well as other objects, can be lifted as though they were al-
most completely weightless,

MATERTALIZATIONS

& rerer phenomenon in epiritistic practice is materialization. In materizlization a
body or part of a body appears and often the visible "spirit" is heard to speak., Cases of
materialization are highly suspect because they ususlly oceur in the dark, The Tutheran
undertaker of whom we spoke earlier demonsitrated at an actusl sdance that the "spiritn
floating over the heads of those sitting around a table was nothing more than a plsce of
luminous cheesecloth on a2 stick., But the Bible surely indicates that such visible meni-
festations are not a priorl impossible.

APPORTS

Simllar to materializations of spirits is the phenomenon called apports. Material
objects are made to appear or disappear without any apparent cause. The mysterious dis-
appearance of the Urli Geller tapes is an example of apports. Acecording to Pubarich, Geller
also caused a steel ring which Pubarich himself had placed into a sealed box to disappear
and six hours later while several persons were watching the box they heard the sound of
something metallic falling inside the box and when it was opened the ring had reappeared,
Puharich seys, "This is the first time I had experienced an objeet venishing where I was
certain that there had been no deeception involved,"22 The phenomenon becomes very common
in Puharich's experience after that, and more and more difficult to believe, even though
Puharich seems fully aware of the need for careful observation and for guarding against
deception, ’

In the case of Bishop Pike the disappearance of Maren Bergrud's hair and the mysterious
appearance of the postcards and the books and other objects are also manifestations of apporte



Ly

gfn e

L5
3

aoth

16




B
H

g

LT

o

@™




B







IIT - 2

Ho A, Maxwell Whyte, The Kiss of Satan, Monroevills, Pa.,
Whitaker House, 1973, p. 52.

Peterson, op, ¢it., p. 55f. (Quoted from Meny Mansions by Gina
b J ok
Cerminara),

o

Jesgs Stearn, op. clt., p. 247.

Vietor H., Ernest, I Talked with Spirits, Wheston, I11., Tyndale
House Publishers, 1970, p. 32,

Quoted in Peterson, op. cit., p. 64.

Quoted by Walker L. Enight, The Welrd World of the Oeccult,
Wheaton, Tyndale House, 1972, pp. 27.28,

Mary Ellen Carter, My Years with Edgar Cayce, New York, Harper and
Row, 1972, p. 29.



