THE OCCULT

Lecture IV: DEMONIC POSSESSION

It is strange that a world which appesrs in large meagure to have lost its faith in
God seems to be intent upon demonstrating the existence of the devil, and many people who
have loet interest in the truths of God's revelation display a morbid curiosity in demonism.
Thirty-five years ago, it seems to me, anyone who would seriously have suggested that there
are today actual cases of devil possession would in most instances have been looked at
askance a8 lneurably superstitious., This was even characteristic of most Christians, Liberal
Protestantisnm widely denied even the existence of a personal devil., One of the most noted
theologians of that generation wrote, '

I maintain that to revive or perpetuate the demonoclogy of the New Testa-
ment in the modern world is to incur the charge of obscurantism and super-
stition. The church should do all in her powsr to root it out, for it ecan
only stultify her proclamation,]

The more conservative admitied that there were cases of devil possession in New Testament
times but seriously guestioned whether such things could still happen today.

But in the past decade we have seen a long list of novels and films dealing with the
subjeet of devil possession and devil worship, Rosemary's Baby, The Ixoreisi, and the Qmen
are perhaps the best known. A serious scholarly study of possession and exorcism by the
Jesult professor Malachi Martin has been published by the Reader's Digest Press and our
newspapers and newsmagazines from time to time carry articles dealing with the subject.

My own impression is that none of these things could have happened a third of a century ago.

LEVIL POSSESSION IN THE BIBLE

o Bible-belleving Christlan can deny the possibility and the reality of demonic pos-
session, The Bible tells us in clear and unmistekable termes that there were people possessed
by devils who were cured by the Lord Jesus and by the apostles, To doubt the possibility of
demonization is Lo doubt the authoiily of Scripture, and even the apostate priest David
Farren says, "From a reconsideration of whebher Jesus did 'drive out devils! to whether the
Resurrection was an actual event is a very short step,n?

In spite of the clear statements of Seripture, however, there have been many so-called
Christian scholars who have denied thalt thers is such & thing. They have attempted to ex—
plain the Biblical langusge by saying that Jesus and the evangelists were children of their
time. By the Jews of that unenlightened, prescientific age, it was commonly held, so it is
argued, that both physical end mental illnesges were caused by devils, If Jesus effected
any cures, and even liberal eritics will admit that He did, they were cases of psychosomatic

illness which were cured by suggestion.

If it was so commonly believed that diseases were caused by devils we might ask why it
1s that the great majority of 1llnesses cured by Jesus are not ascribed to devil possession,
Of the twenty-three healing miracles described in some detail in the four Gospels, only six
(or seven if we include the women in Luke 13:11) are designated as cases of devil possession,
The Gospels also make a very clear distinction between disease and devil possession., Matthew,
Tor example, says that they brought to Jesus "all sick people that were teken with divers
diseases and torments and those which were possgessed with devils'(Mb L:24).
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Moreover, such a view could not be held by anyone who believes that the Bible is the
verbally inspired and inerrant Word of God and accepts the déity, omniscience, and truth-
fulness of the Savior,

Closely related to this way of looking at the matiter is the opinion of those who say
that there is no such thing as devil possession, that Jesus knew that there was no such
thing, but that He accommodated Himself to the views of the populace and went along with
them in order to heal by suggestion those who believed themselves to be possessed. While
such & view may seem to uphold the omniscience of the Savior, it ig ceritainly an attack on
His truthfulness and on the reliability of the inspired reecord, so that no Bible-believing
Christian can hold suech an opinion,

Historleal-critical scholarship is inclined to view the sitories of the healing of
demonlacs as an outgrowth of the conviction of the early Christians that Jesus had come
to destroy the works of the devil, Whether or not He really cast out devils is a subject
of little concern to the critical scholars. The important lesson to remember, according to
their view, is that in Jesus the forces of evil are overcome. The individual believer thus
is left free to believe in the reality of demonic possession or noit, as he chooses. In
this way another obstacle to ecumenicel togethernsss is removed.

It is sometimes held that devil possession is just another name for mental illness.
Aside from the fact that such a view also violates the clear statements of the CGospels, it
should be pointed out that in only one, or at the most three cases, do we have any clear
reference to what would appesr to be beyond question mental aberration in the demonisc, The
Gadarene demoniase displays some of the classic symptoms of a schizoid personality, but it
1s to be questioned whether this would explain his supevhumen strength, The demoniac boy
whom Jesus healed after the transfiguration (Mt 17:14: Mk 9:17; 1k 9338) exhibits the symp-
toms of epilepsy which surely ought to be classified as at least partially a physical illness,
Whether the shouting of the demoniac in the synagogue of Capernaum (Mk 1:23; Ik 4:33) is a
mark of mental 1llness or not could be debated. In the case of the dumb demoniac (Mt 9:32)
and the dumb and blind demonisec (Mt 12:22; Tk 11:14) nothing is said that would suggest any
kind of mental illness., Only their physical affliction is mentioned. In the case of the
daughter of the Syro-Phenician woman we are only told that she was "greviously vexed by the
devil® (Mt 15:21; Mk 7:24), which does not tell us much about her symptoms. If the woman
in Luke 13 who could not stand up straight, and of whom Jesus. sald that Satan had bound her
for eighteen years (13:16), is ineluded in the list of demoniacs, we have another casse of
what would appear to be a purely physical affliction brought on by the devil. Devil posses-
sion evidently can menifest itself in various wayse.

When the Biblical statements are itaken at face value the only possible concludion to
which we can come is that at least in New Testameni times people were possessed by devils
and that Jesus and His disciples actually cast them out, On this conclusion there is no
room for compromise,

DEMONIC POSSESSION TODAY

Whether there is such a thing as devil possession today is at least subject to ques—
ion. The question probably sannot be answered with absolute finality withoubt a revelation
rom God, since we are here dealing with things which are beyond the measuring capacity of
scientific instruments. However, I must say that, for myslef, I am convinced of the
oceurrence of the phenomenon in the modern world.
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However, it ie probably not as common as the present spate of literature and the surge
of interest in the subject might seem to imply. One of the exorcists in Malachi Martin's
book says that "out of every hundred elaimants there might be one genuine sase,"3 A French
Roman Catholic expert on possession, Henri Gesland, veported that from 1968 to 1974 he was
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congulted in 3,000 cases of suspected possession, and that he belleves that oul of the
3,000 there were only four that he could consider to be genuine, Such restrained estimstes
would eurely seem to indisate, however, that the evidence must finally overwhelmingly point
to the faet that sometimes human belngs actually do become demonized,

In contrast to ithe qu@ﬁti@ﬂinﬁ atbitude of Gesland, Martin quotes the Germen psychologis
T, K. Desterreich as saying "that 'possession has been an exlremely common phenomenon, capes
of which abound in the history of religion.!"4 This, ﬁﬁWB ver, gives & wrong impression be-
cause Oesterreich, who wrote a book on possession (Die Bessessenheit) in the 19201y, did not
believe that actual demons took possession of human beings. He considered p@ﬁ“%ﬁaéj paople
to be neuroties and the supposed demons that posssssed them to be ﬁﬁiﬁ?ﬁ’ more than an aspec?
of their own personalities., Strictly speaking, therefore, in our terms we oughlt to say that
Desterrelch himself does not belleve that there are eny demoniacs at all, but “only many
people who believe themselves or who are believed by others to be possessed of demons

It is obvious that there are many neurotics who imagine themselves to be possessed.

Michelet, for example, records the case of a nun in France who declared that she h d three
devils, one was 2 good-natured Catholic devil, the second was a bad devil, a freethinker
and a Protestant, and the third W@E the demon of impurity. Michelet says that she forgot
to mention the demon of jealousy.- im Barojals study of witcheraft we are told thal thers
was & proliferation of cases of possession in Spain in the late 1600's. He believes that it
was provoked by "too much weg@jmﬁ of aeak% on witeheralt and denoniscel possession writien
by influsntial theologisns,”® Ve may be in danger of the same sort of thing today,

When Gesland accepts only four out of 3,000 ﬁllégeé cages ag genuine, it is ?@@f that
statistically speaking he apgrees almest fully with Oesterreich, sven 1f on the philosophical
question of the possibility of irue demonization they are poles apart., TFor this reason also
the Roman Catholie Chureh insists that before any exoveism can be performed legitimately,
the subject must First of all be examined by medical doctors and psychiatrisis to weed all
thosse who suffer frowm one sort of neuresis or another. Malachl Martian speaks of a neuro-
logieal condition salled "Touretite's syndrome," which manifests some of the itypieal symploms
of devil possession, such as "profanily, obscenity, grunits, animal nolises, facial @0r§@ftlﬂnw
and which he considers to be a disesse involving a chemi Cdz abnormality in the brain.7 The
Aisease yields %o drug trestmeni. TFrom that Mariin concludes that it can not be possession,
Whether this is & proper conclusion may be guestioned, since there ssems Lo be a widely held
opinion that the ongel of possession may be occcasioned by drug use. I the use of certain
druge can make it easier for the devil to invade the personality, then it conld concelvably
also be true that the use of other drugs wight inhibit the activity of demons,

While we must be on our guard against a naive and pullible attitude, it seems To one
that the svidence presented to d@m@ﬁﬂﬁrmte that there iz such a thing as devil possessgion
today is so overwheluming that it is wore difficul® not to belisve than to disbelieve, Only

gomsone who 18 predisposed to deny the existence of the supernatural would have a good logi-
ecal premise on which to base his rejeoction of the evidence, On the other hend it also seems
well established thal muech of vhat appears to some people Lo be demonizaition is neurodtic
imagination, which may be encouraged by leaving the impression thal possession ig a common
OCOUTTENeS.,

CASES

publi 8 nted a book desling with the subject of demon
possassion which had first bee p nte #94., The author was John B, Nevius, a man who
had served as a Presbyiterian missionar a Tor almost forty years. Nevius says in
hie book that wh@n ne Pirst eams to C ina in 1854 he brought with him s gtrong convietlon®
that a belief in demons, and communication with spiritual beings, belongs exclusively 1o a
barbarous and supersiitious age, and ai present can consist (e@ xis t7) only with mental
weakness and want of eulture,"d

In 1968 Kregel's publis
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Afver about twenty years Nevius was convinced by . his experiences that devil possession
was rather common in China and that the coming of Chrisiianity had e tendency te reducs
the number of demoniacs in a region., He th@?ﬁf@?ﬁ wrote letters to Otﬁ%f Christian misel
aries asking them to supply him with information eaﬂbawmiﬂg possession in thelr avea, In
his book he cites many cases which were reported to him as a result of this letter, and he
says that he conscliously used only material for which he had the personal itestimony of in-
telligent observers,

DY)

fven more striking is the evidence presented by Malachi Mar

in his book Hostage to
r, In Hogbtage 1o be ﬁmvzl
gs made at the exorcism
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the Devil. Martin, as we have already noted, ls a Jesult professo
k! «

}.

he tel?@ the story of five exorcisms based on actual tape rﬁaev7f
sessions. He writes,

The following five cases are true. The lives of the people involved

are told on the bagls of A%@ﬁ sive dnterviews with &1l of the @?iﬁeﬁpaiﬁ
involved, with many of their friends and rselativesz, and with many othe
involved directly or indirectly in minor ways. &il interviews have been
independently checked for factual acouracy wherever possible. The exore
cisms themselves are reproduced If@m %%ﬁ actual tapes made at the time and
from the transcripts of those tapes.Y

The firast sts?y he tells is that of Marianne K., a young Polish Catholic girl in New
York who graduvally slipped into an unbelievably depraved and immoral 1ife. The facts as they
are recorded by Maritin are ulierly Pevaﬁzlaga As an example of her depravity we might only
mention that she refused to sese her parenis, and when her mother left s food package at the
door of Marisnne's apariment, the glrl sent her mother's gifi back to her in a dripping and
smelly package in which she had mixed exorement and urine witﬂ the food her mother had lef'i.

Marisnne had a married brother to whom she had been very close. When he came to New
York he went to visiit her., On his mother's insisience he took with him a erueifixz, which
she wanted him to lsave ﬂom@%h@wg in the apartment. When Marianne lefl the room, he placed
the erueifix under the matiress of her bed. According to Martin's account,

No sooner had Marianne returned and sal on the adge of the bed than she
turned white as chalk and fell rigidly to the l3@0r3 where she lay Jerking
her pelvis back and forth as though she were in greal pain., In seconds
The expression on her Tace had changed from dreamy to almost animal; she

fommed at the mouth and bared her teeth in 2 grimace of pain and anger,10

In this state she was itaken to her parenis' home, whers she remalined for weeks in a
comatone state, but when the parish priest came she had "terrifying Tits of rage and violenece.
‘h@ wag examined Ty doctors who ecould find nauhzﬁy organically wrong., Almosit uﬁhelx@vn»ly a

payehiatrist “pw@nuuﬂaﬁd her normal within the definition of any psych@?orﬁeaB test, 11

Marienne's parents finally asked the diocesan authorities for permission to have an
exorclsm performed. The exorcism lasted for nineieen hours before the demon was finally

cagt out and Marianne returned to normal, The record of the exoreism taken from the actusel
tape recordings made at the time 1s so coarse and so blasphemously diabolic ag to be frighten-
ing. What struck me, however, as belng of pariicoular slgnificance ls the fact that the exor-
cist was a Hebrew ghﬁwmr and the girl spoke to hin in Hebrew during the course of the exor-
eism, 12 I wish Martin had 1ave”t3ga£@d the question of whether she had ever come into con-
tact with the Hebrew language in her college training,

The second case describsed by Martin is thal of a priest, who had adopted a thoroughly
neturalistic theology “ﬁd who began o change the words of the liturgy under compulsion, so
that instead of "This is My body," he would say insitead "This is My tombsione." While the
record as Martin gives us of this possessed priest does not contaln the same kind of obscenity

that is found in the cese of Marisnne X, vel when we are told that insbtead of "This iz My
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blood® he would con seoratbe the wine with the words "This is My sexmualiity," we surely
recognize this as a type of obscenity that is even more depraved than the mere spouting

of four-letter words. He would baptize bables in the name of "the sky, the earth, and the
water," Side by side with his service in the Catholic church he sonducted anothe r type of
worship for a Leﬁgf@ﬁ&tzoﬁ in a rented aparbtment., In the repular worship ssrvice he found
it ﬁTﬁO b Ampossible to meke the slgn of the cross, and finally once when he was saying
ness he was catapulted away from the aliar and thrown to the floor of the sanetuary. It
was then that his superiors finally came to the conclusgion thatl he was posasssed, The
iest who tried for two years to exorcise the devil became posgesssd himself for a time,
aﬂd the ease lg particularly interesting bacmumﬁ it illustrates how ahm dogma of e%o]uujﬁn

serves the devills purpose

’O’

The third of Martin's examples lg thet of & man who had gone through a sex change
operation, At the first aubem@i at exoreism, the officiating priest was physically atiacked
by the demon and was hurled across the room and slammed against the wall, The account in
some ways is reminiscent of the attack on the seven sons of Sceva recorded in the book of
Aets (19:13-16). Ai 5he final exoroisn sesslon scme weeks later, alfter the priest had re-
covered from the atitack, an unbelieving psychiatrist was present. One of the wlinesses
later tesbified that the expression on the face of the payaeiagfﬁsm changed from one of
buaine% as ugnal, to ineredulity, to impatience, and finally to fear, The psychiatrisi
his composure and interfered in the exorciem with regults that terrified the whole
I esent, especially the psychiatrist. It is also 1nterestin@ to note that when the
&plri ba finally left the possesgssed person, they said of the pgy@hiﬂ%rl it that the exorelsi
gould not have him, They asseried, "We ﬂl?ﬂs@y have his soul, We claim him. He is ours.
And you sannct do anything about %hai¢ e d?wﬁa&J heve, He is ours. We needn't fight for
him, "3 Maritin believes that the psychiatrist may heve been & case of "total possession,”
for which there is no cuve,

We can not, in the vime avaeilable to us, discuss in any detail the itwo other cases de-
seribed in Martin's book, but one of the cases might be mentioned because it differs markedly
from the other four. It is & case of ﬁhau Martin ealls "familiarizstion.” In familiariza-
tion, assording to Martin, the physical violencs, the stench, the soclal aberrations and
moral degenersncy that is characteristic of other forms of possession are absent. The
iPamiliar? seeks to live with the vietim, bul does not take over hie personaliity. Martin
gays thal the intelligence of familiars is very low, and that they zrs bound by rules and
are in striet dependence on a Yhigher" intelligence. Nevertheless it is elear that they
ars evil, and in the case describsd, the familiar twice almost convinced the possessed per-
gon to commit suleide. At the same time, however, the vietim, who was a radlo announcer,

recelved 8 great deal of help from his familier who called himself "Unele Ponto, ¥

e

SYMPTOMS OF DEMONIZATTION

The question of how demonization differs from mental illness %% one that is very lu-
portant. We have already noted that the hierarchial authoritles the Roman Chureh do not
authorize exorcisme ati thm present time unless the candidate for @kO?Glmm has been pro-
nounced psychologically normal by competent examiners. Martin tells of a youmg boy who
Was ﬁr@&b ﬂ for epl 1@pwy for a peri@d of vears and “1na1ij wag sent to a hospital for treat-
ment, After thorough examination h& wan declared non@p¢jemt1 and completely healthy, butb
when he returned home the Ydreadful disturbances began all over again in & much more empha-

AL

sized way," The attacks ceased only after the boy was @AQT@&m@ﬁ by the same priesi who exor-
clsed Marianne K.14

In Kurt Koch's book COeoould Bondage and Deliverance, the Christian psychiatrist, Alfred
Techler, discusses the distinetion between disease and the demonic at some length (pp.133-
190).
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It is striking 1o nobe as one reads the literature on the subject how the same theumes
ocour galﬁ and agaim whether the background iz Chinese or American, whether the author
believes in the supsrnatural or not. The symptoms remain the same., T. K. Ossterreich,
for @Aﬁmpieg says that the typleal distinguishing marks of possession remain constant
through the ages. He writes,

The descriptions by bthe New Testament writers bear bhe slamp of btyuih,
even 1f they should prove to be partially or even in every case wmhisltori-
cal, They are typleal picitures of conditions correctly reproduced.l’
CHANGE TN PERSONALITY
One of the symptoms that is regularly noted is that there is a complete change in the
personality of the possessed person. In the sarly stages of possession this may seem to be
a normal change. A young man or young woman, Ffor @Xamﬂuyg may &b first manifest nothing
more than Jjuvenile rebellion against authoriity, which may be viewed by many as 2 part of
the maturation process,
The type of change that takes place varies greatly, Some may become ecstatic whils othe:

become morose and even sulcidal. BRetusen atiacks the afflicted pe
pletely n@rmala Up to this point there is no special reason to su
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stances 1s éegld»@ﬂ by another, the conscliousness of the first personality ls completely
bloeked out,
CHANCGE IN VOICE

Iﬂ Fery many c ses of demon possession thers ils a remarkable change in the volee quali-
ty of the possessed person. This is & phenomenon that is repestedly m@ntﬁa ned, p@rhapa bg-
cause 11 is so obvious. Robert Peterson, who was a mi“hmuﬁﬂvy in Borneo, says that at the
new year's ceremony Chinese priests actually pray for demons to enter their bodies, and when

s

the priest enters into the possessed sgltate his volce no longer comes from his throat but
from his stomach,?7 This may also be relabted to the flatulence zbﬁﬁb is mentioned by many
rriters in connection with demoniec selzures. Peterson also speaks o possessed woman
wh@@@ volce in the ?@5%@& ad state ocame from desp ﬁz her stowaph, '* mﬂ he lists as a symp-
ton of possessgion "a volce not apparently emenat jg?mmum;w&&<MMmm”ﬁ He saye that
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even though he had often cgunsall&& mentally 11l people, he had never heard this kind of
speaking from any of them, <0

Kurt Koch tells of a young boy who displayed the symptons of epilepsy but who spoke
in a deep voice and sald, "We are three, "] He also quotes Oesterrelch as saying that a
voles may suddenly change from soprano to bass<< in a way that is beyond all explanation
of medical science.”’ The German psychiatrist, Dr., Alfred Lechler, lists a "double voicev
as one of the symptoms of possession.

It is, however, not only the viteh of the voles that is changed, BSome obzervers
speak of the uwnearthly quality of the volce that issues from the patient. Martin speaks
of a "horrible voice,"25 and several times he speaks of a voice or voices that make them-
selves heard in the exorcism room which seem to issue fyrom nowhers in particular., In one
place he describes the voice as "mourning for an inelustabls SOTTOMW. 2

SPEAKING IN TONGUES

Coupled with this change in voice is a2 phenomenon that might be classified as speak-
ing in tongues., The Roman Catholic Ritual of Exorcism lists as one of the pecullar symp-
tome of devil possession "when the subject speaks unknown langueges with many words or
understands unknown languages, 1<

That this actuvally happens seems to be borne oul by the tape recordings made al Roman
Catholic exorcisms, and it is a phenomenon often menitioned in the discussion of possession.
We have noted that Mariamne K., whose case 1s described by Malachi Martin, spoke in Hebrew,
(she also spoke in Latin) and Robert Peterson spesks of a possessed woman 3in Borneo who
was able to speak in Malay, even %hough ghe had never learned that language and was unable
to speak it when she was normal, Kurt Koch sees such speaking in tongues as evidence

that there is a sharp distinction between insanity and possession. He writes,

2

A mental patient will never be able o speak in a voles or a languags
he has previously not learned. TYet this is exactly what has happened
and still does happen in many cases of possession,<9

Something very similar ism veported by Neviusg who says that a Chinese Chrigtian who
had some experience with possessed people told him that people who cannot sing and those
who are unable to compose poetry are able to do so with ease when in s state of ?OSSEB$i9m330
We may be reminded here once more of what was sald about Mohammed in the previous lecture.

This 1s something that we might keep in mind alsco in assessing charismatic speaking
in tongues.

PHYSTICAL VIOLENCE

Another symptom that is met frequently is physicael violence. The acts of violence
may be performed by the possessed person, or they may be acts of violence suffered by the
possessed, The phencmenon is seen in the Seriptural accounts of possession. It will be
remembered that the possessed priest whose case is deseribed in Hostage to the Devil was
thrown backward from the altar., Many conecrete examples of sueh violence are found in that
book. For example, in the case of Marianne K., the neighbors heard sounds of violence from
her apartment for four or five hours until they finelly overcame their reluectance to become
involved and called the police. When the police broke down the door, they were melt by a
stomach curdling stench and a freezing temperature even though it was the middle of summer,
The room was in complete chacs and the girl was lying on her bed with her eyes open in a
coma and with blood dripping out of her mouth, When the ambulance arrived she suddenly
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recovered and in a normal volce asssured everyone that she was all right, explaining to the
police that she had Fallen while fixing the curtains,

This manifestation of physical vicolence 1s mentioned by practieally 21l the writers who
deal with the subject of possession,

SUPERHUMAN STRENGTH

Closely related to the physical violence that is characteristic of many casges of pos-
egsion is the supervhuman strength that is dieplayed by thoss possessed. The Gadarsne demo-
niac seems to be a typleal exsmple of the sort of thing that is etill met with teday. A
Roman Catholic exorcist is always accompanied by several sirong men whose dubty 1t i1s to hold
the patient in order to keep bim frowm doing violence to himself or to the sxoreist. Butb
often even strong men find it very difficult to control even a frail girl or a e¢hild. Suech
supernatural strength is listed in the Roman Ritual of Exorcism zs one of the major indieation
of possession, and 1t is repeatedly mentioned in the literature. Kuri Koch, for example
says that it often takes three or four strong men to hold down a woman or even a ehildgjé
and %g tells of one case in whisch three adults were hardly able to hold down & ten year old
boy .~

o

ot

A rather strange occurvence which does not indicate supernatural strength in the pos-
sessed but would seem to indicate & completely independent forse involved is desoribed in
connection with one of the exorelsms treated in Hostage to the Devil. Four sirong men were
simply unable to 1ift the body of the patient from the floor to whish he had fallen until
the exoreist commanded the demon to cease pinning him to the ground,34

OBSCEN LANGUAGE AND MORAL DEPRAVITY

Another symptom of possession mentioned often and demonstrated in Hostage to the Devil
is the obscene language employed by the subjecit. Wany years age I onee asked a fellow pasior
in the Missourl Synod who served as chaplain in a mental hospiial whether he thought that
there might be cases of demonic possession today. He told of a girl who appeared at times
to bs perfectly normal but whose eyes would suddenly without warning be filled with a look
of indescribable hatred and from her lips would come a torrent of chscenity. He said that
she used all the dirty words he knew and many whieh he had never heard before; but, he said,
"1 could tell that they were filthy even though I 4id not know what they msant.” He also
sald that he knew that she could not have learned all those words in her enviromment. Per-
haps this is another case of knowledge of a forelgn language. I know also that I do not
recognize many of the evidently obscene words in Martin's book. The depravity manifested
there can only be desecribed as pure, diaboliec evil,

Joined with this obscene language one often finds thet the 1ife of the possessed beoomes
ong of indescribable moral depravity.

OPEN HATRED OF CHRIST AND CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS

Together with this immorality goes an open hatred against Christ and all saecred things.
Luther gays in the large Catechism that the devil can be driven away by meking the sipn of
the oross. The study of demon possession would seem to wnderseore Luther's words., We have
noted the reaction of Marianne K. when her brother hid a crueifix under her matiress. Both
Protvestand and Catholie writers note this aversion to all sacred things., Blasphemy against
Christ and the Holy Trinity seems characterisiic of demon possession., Wevius, for example,
BAYS,



Prayer or even the reading of the Bible or some Christian Qaak? throws

the patient into a paroxysm of opposition and rage; and persistence in

these exercises ig almost invariably followed by the return of the sub-
ject to the normal state,35

In heathen countries, on the other hand, the demons often appear to be very religious and
urge the people to worship theilr idols,

KNOWLEDGE OF SECRETS

A final mark of demonization ls the knowledge of secret things. Possessed people often
know when the pastor is coming of if he has entered the house even if they are in a different

room. Such knowledge often leads to paroxyms of violence.

During exorelism the spirits often teunt the exorcist by reminding him of secret sins
which he had committed many years before, and openly proclaiming those sins to the assistants
of the exorcist,

IMMEDIATE CURE

Une of the characteristics of possession that would be in harmony with the conclusion
thal a case has been correctly diagnosed as actual invasion of the personality of a humsn
b@img by another personal being iz found in the repeated cobssrvation that afier & success-
ful exorelsm there is an immediate cure., All the abnormal and supernatural manifestations
disappear, many times after an open spoken announcemenit on the part of the demon or demons
that they are 1@&913*@ While such a radical change in behavior might be reconciled with
the coneept of autosuggestion or hypncs 18, yhu when 1t is coupled w1t% the symptoms on the
basls of which the diagnosis of demonization is made, it surely points also to the corrvect-
ness of ithe conclusion that devil possession is one of the facts of life,

POLTERGEIST PHENOMENA

Closely related to the demoniec posseassion of persons is the possession of placas,
Stories of haunted houses are common in America but even more common in Burope. I guppose
that all of us are inclined to write off such storkés as the pure products of an overactive
imagination., While we surely ought %o wcmcmrmm&?ww%ztmﬁmecwﬁﬂi@yyﬁsﬁm
conclusions of trained observers would seem to indicate that some of these accounts are
based on actual occcurrences that defy a natural explanation. Psrapsychologists ugually
speak of such "hauntings® as "politergeist phenomena." A researcher in this field, who
does not believe in the existence of spirits, nevertheless says,

The reality of thie ghostly force is still controversial; but, to many
of those engaged in pa?ap"yrbgﬁogiea? wtudi@g it is thoroughly docu-
mented, and ils existence is beyond dispute,”*

The German word "polter" means to "cause noise by knocking things about." A politergelist,
therefore, 1s a ghost that knocks objects around in a noisy way. Thepphenomenon is aptly
named ., AD@OT&AQQ to reporite that occasionally appear in th@ newapapers and that have often
been investigated, sitrange and unexzplained events take place as a result of haunting by a
poltergsist,

rd for which there is no explanation. They are described as

Unususl m@i, 28,
Oulﬂﬁ§ pounding, rapping, and even actual speech. Dishes rattile

g
mosnings, groanings, sera

f«}- t’i}
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oy EV“H ?}y around the room. Rocks whose source is obscure fall or are thrown, Sometimes

they fall slowly in apparent vielation of the law of gravity, or they fly in a curved pat-

t@fn that canﬂot be accounted for by any of the laws of motion, When the rocks are picked
up, they are found to be sither unnaturally hot or cold. Heavy furniture is moved without

ANyOne b@ang near it, Objects mysberiously appear or disappear. The temperature of a room
may be mysteriously raised or lowered. Fires, for which there is po apparent cause, may be
kindled, and somebimes floods of water appear from nowhere. Someblmes apparitiong are seen
which are identified ag previous tenants in the house or castle, very often people who have
been murdered or commitited sulcide., Strong odérs often manifest themselves.

Many of these phenomena are assoeclabted with spiritism and devil possession, Martin,
for ezample, says that in the presence of a posssessed person

objects fly about the room; wallpaper pesls off the walls; furniture
eracks; crockery bresks; there are st?ang@ runblings, hisses, and
other noises with no apparent source., Often the temperature in the
room where the possessed happens to be will drop dramatically. Even
more often an aerid and disbtinctive stench accompanies the peraan037

Even people who accept the supernatural find 1% difficult to believe that such things
really happen and that they are caused by spirits, or, if they do suspect that they might be

true, they may find it difficult in this materialistic age %o admit to such secret doubts
about the closed character of this universe of ours.

But the sxplanations for the cases that cannot be accounted for naturally,bglven by
those who deny the spiritual origin of the phenomenz, are even harder to believe. Because
the unnatural occurrences often are assoclated with specific individuals, espscially chil-
dren, and beecause the strange happenings often cease when the pew o wlth whom they sre

soclated is removed from the house, or are even transferred to his new residence, It is
cangluded that there is a mysterious forece in the individual involved., Some sclentists
speak of "disasscclation” ag an explanation. According to this view, frustrations or re-
sentments in the child become motivating forces that operate outside the child in a way that
would seem to indicate that they have a separate exlstence.

To deal with the problem, sometimes spiritistic medivms are engaged toc contact the
poltergelist and persuvede it to leave, Sometimes they appear Lo be successful, In hsathen
countriss offerings and sacrifices made to the spirits sometimes seem to remove the annoyance,
Tn Christisn countries the houses are exorcised and the spirits are commanded to leave in
Jesus! neme. The Catholie Church has a gpecial ritval for the exorcism of places. This, too,
is said to bring an end to the "haunting" in meny cases.

THE CAUSES OF DEVIL POSSESSION

Not mueh is saild in the literature about the esuses of devil possession, In a general
way, of course, we must say that when Adam and Tve listened to the ﬁUdF@ﬂuiﬁﬂﬁ of Satan im
the garden they opened the door to the influence of the devil in the lives of thelr descen-
danis,

The d@gmati@ians

r1so see a olose connection between the ablljlg of the devil to enlist
men in the service of =i

n and what we today call devil possession. In facl, they view all
unbelievers as being, Iin a sense, devil pos pagsed, They have Bibliecal justification for
this view., TFor that resson algo ﬁhﬁ 0ld Iutheran 1iturgy of bapiism contained an exorcisn
which survives only in our guestion, "Do you renounce the devil with all his works and all
his ways?" Our br@ﬁh?@n in the LBK in Sweden, because of the widespread denial of the
existence of the devil and original sin, reinstituted the exorcism as a protest against
that unbellief,

{D e u'z 33



While it 1s diffieult to pinpoint specific causes for demonizmation in ite extrao ordinary
form, it would seem that the consent of the possessed ls somehow necessary. Some peomley

g &

who hecome possessed, consciously permit and even invite the devil to make use of 1 their

3

physical and mental faculties. It is & rather common pyaebic« for witech doetors and heathen

priests to invite demons to take over control of thelr minds and bodies,

Those who have made a study of demoniac possession often gpeak of the use of drugs as
a factor in the onset of the 8If116910ﬂn Experimentation with divination and spiritism arve
also of'ten in the background., Even exorcism of others may contribute to th@ possesaion of
the exoreist. The possessed pﬂrap yehologist in Hogtage to the Devzl seems to have started

down this road by the practice of ﬁmm@mhlmg that bﬁhﬂd very much like ff@ﬁ seendental Medi-
hds
tation,

It seems also that when the devil sesks to gain possession he makes all kinds of

Drﬂmiseg or threats to the intended vietim, The persons approached may not be fully aware

the nature of the temptation, and /et after exoreis mgiday oftenn admit that they knew that
it was something evil., That at least taecit acceptance of the condition of possession is
necessary 1s asserted by M&rﬁ&ng who urliagg "At every new s%@pg and during every moment of
possession, the consent of the vietim is neces 8ary, or possession cannot be suceessful. #3E
Thﬁ at least in the case of Christians, agrees with the Seriptural injunetion, "Resist the
and he will flee from you" (Jm 4:7).

52
Vil,
There is one feature in the onset of possess
to from the beginning., I do not know whether 4 :
people who later appear to have been possessed had 8D
Edgar Cayee's secretary reports that in his childhood
This point is also made in the novel The Bxoreish.

on that I wish I had paid more atbtention
1if eamt but in a nuﬁbar Qf ca 68
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EXORCISM

In all eultures attempts are made to cure devil possession by means of exoreism, In
heathen countries this is done by maglc spells and charms or by inflieting pain on the pos-
sessed person. 40 Something similar to this we meet in the apocryphal book of Tobit, where
the smell of the burning liver and heart of a fish drives the demon away (Tob 6:16),
Josephus tells of exorcisms which he had witnessed in whiech incantations were used that
had supposedly been composed by Solomon {Antiq. VIII, 2).

In the Bible, exorcism is e rather simple process. The Savior and the a apostles spoke

short word of command to the demons and a ocure immediately followed. It would surely be
indlcated by all that we know of ths matbter from Seripture that if exoreism 1s to be prac-
tleed at all, it ought to be still such a 5impje affair, The Germsn expsrt on possession
T. K. Oesterreich said that in certain areas of the foreign mission Field, "Christians have
had the o@ur&ge when faced wilh posses sed perscns, calmly Lo commend in Lh@ name of Christ
the evil spirit to depart, for it is a matter of course to them that the demon will then
leave the quoyiumate person, "1 Nevius alse records a number of instences in China in which
possession was cured by praver in the name of Jesus.

5

t of the exorcisms which have come to the atitention of the general public in our

& @m pe?rmvmeﬂ by Roman Catholic prissts. The case of exoreism described in the
reist 13 bas @d on an actual case in which a Romen priest &0?&;5@& a lutheran

’Q also the case in every one of the exorcisme described b by Mertin in Hostage 1o

Mos
time hav
novel The
boy. EhJ
Xhe Devil.
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In times gana ﬂyg every Romesn diceese had an offieial exorcist and this ie sbill true
todey in wost major diocesss apcording to Martin, Before any exorcism may be legitimately
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performed, however, the exorcis®t must have the consent of the bishop. Before such per-
mission is given the subject must receive a thorough medical and peychiati#ic examination
to establish the fact that neither physical nor mental illness is involved.

When permission is given and a place for the exorcism has been chosen, the room is
prepared for the actual rite. It is recommended that all movable objects be removed from
the room and that the windows be covered or boarded up. Only a bed or couch and a small
table on which are placed a crucifixz, candles, holy water, a prayer book, and a relic or
pleture of a saint are left. In many modern exorcisms & %tape recorder is used to Preserve
a complete record of the session.

The exoreist is usually accompanied by an assisting priest and four laymen' whose duty
is to hold down the vietim if he should become violent., Martin says that the assistants
must be people who are able to endure foul and obscene language, blood, sxorement, and
urine, and that they must be prepared to have their darkest secrets screeched in publie.
These, he says, are routine happenings in exorcisms. They must also be persons of great
stamina for e Roman exorcism is a long-drawn-out process, lasting for many hours, some=
times for several days. Often, too, the exorcism sessions are repeated over a period of
weeks or months. One case recently veported in Time Magazinet3 was carried on for ten
months. During the course of the exorcism foriy-three tapes were made of the sessions,

The Roman Church has an offiecial ritual of exorcism, which need, however, not be fol=
lowed strictly, since according to Romen doctrine, the rite is not a sacrament and therefore
its efficacy does not depend on the exact repetition of the forms but depends rather on the
faith of the exorcist. The exorcist says a mass before the exorcism begins., The litany
of the Baints" is recited by the exorcist and his assistants, after which the spirit is
summoned and commanded in the name of God to meke himself known. GCospel selections are
read and the exorcist lays his hands on ithe patient with a prayer for his recovery. The
evil spirit is then directly addressed and special note is taken of words or phrases which
cause the most violent reaction so that they may be repeated often to cause the demon as
much distress as possible. The Athanasisn creed is recited and psalms are read.

When the pretense of the spirit has been broken down, he is asked for his name and
then finally he is commanded to leave and mnever return,

It will be evident immediately that a Roman exorcism bears 1ittle resemblance to the
eimple biblical accounts of the casting out of devils. While the biblical reports are a
clear demonstration of the power of the name of Jesus, the Roman rite lays far greater
stress on the power of the exoreist, It is true that the nesme of Jesus is considered to
have great power but it is difficult to escape the impression that it appesrs to be used
almost like a magical incantation, especially in view of the Roman doctrine that the effi-
cacy of the rite depends upon the authorization of the church authorities and the faith of
the exorcist.44 One thing that is made oclear by every one of Maritin's cases is this that
in the final analysis the ultimate success of the exorcism depends on the staying power of
the exorclst, Martin says that there are six stages that are passed through in exoreism,
The one immediately preceding the expulsion is ealled the "elash," which he says is a
struggle of will between the priest and the demon to force the demon to give its name,45
The relation between this approach to the Romen doctrine of salvation will be obvious,

One other great difference between biblical and Roman exorcism is indicated algo by
the title of Martin's book. The title'Hostage toc the Devil! has veference to the Roman
view that the priestly exorcist offers himself fﬁterally ag a hostage to the devil in
order to fight in behalf of the exorcee the battle he cannot fight for himself. The Roman
doctrine of the sacerdotal office is clearly mirrored in that conception.

Coupled with that sacerdotalisnm is the theme that recurs often in Romen exorcisms,
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namely, that in performing exorcisms & priest suffers physical or psychical demege. In
the book The Exorecist the priest performing the exorcism dies, In one of Wartin's cases,
the priest himself becomes al least partially possessed., Such coneeptions surely do not
accord with the biblical doctrine that Christ has destroyed the power of the devil over
his people.

That may not msan that a Christian cannot be possessed. That question we may never
be able to decide this side of eternity. Bul we can rest assured that a Christian who
fights this battle in the faith that Christ has set us free from the old evil foe will be
victorious finally over every diabolic onslaught.

He can harm us none.
Hels Judged:; the deed ig done,
One little word can fell hin,
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