THE OCCULT

Lecturs Vi SATANISM

The Tinal stage in involvement wilth the occult iz Sataniswm, the actual overt worship
i ES

of the devil, What may have begun as curiosity aboub the rellability of astrological pre-
dictions may easily end in sotually falling down before Saten to worship his

THE PREVAIENCE OF SATANISY IN THE MOTERN WORLY
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But in our time Satanisn has b@c@ma mﬁz e beld and visible, A name that k@?pﬁ racurrir
in the literature on Sa ﬁ% vism iz that of Alsister Jrawl@y$ 3 @apraW$é and debauched Englis
man who found delight in shocking his f@EEG%m@mg who called himself the wickedest man in
the world and whose oW m@thﬁr ealled him the great bheast whose coming was foretold in the
book of Revelation.< His motto by which he lived was, "Do what thou wilt shall be the
whole of the law.” The account of his depraviiy is a boring recital of drug abuQW3 POTNRO-
graphy, homosexuelity, fornlcation, 1 4bﬁﬁtfﬁfiq and ends with a miserabls death in 1947.
He founded & religion, which he called Crowleyanity, anﬁ which iz itoday b@g@g revived,
Avcording to Wm. Pelterson, Crowley has Y"done more to popularise Satanism in this gentury .
than any other man,”

1, however, is still carried on mors or less in ﬁe‘r@ﬁ it is im-
rehensive pleture of the prevalence or the nature of this type @F
worship., From time to time evidence of Satanistic practices are uncovered bg the police
end reported in the newspapers. Perhaps 4h$ most celebrated pase is the Manson murder of
Sharon Tate. There seem to be indications that the people present in that house with
uba?am Tate and murdered with her may heve been engeged ajas in ugium$§t10 vractices, Tt
is known that Manson claimed that he was an incmrmation of the devil and openly asserted
that all the women assoccliated with him were witches.
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Many other murders and the apparently ritual killing of countless snimsls are viewed
by the police as evidence of devil worship. There seems, for @&ﬂﬁ?jbn to be no other ex-
planation for the largs numbey of dog bodies drained of all blood that have been found in

ﬂarthﬁrn GmliLarﬁ%aQ/ Ong vis i@l@ maﬂlléﬁﬁaimﬁa of the prevalence of Satanistic ?Y?ﬁhi@@%
s to be found in the fact that almost all of cur larger ﬁi%l?# have & Satenistic bﬁﬁkﬁtwl
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Et iz almost impossible also to distinguish clearly between Satanisw and witchereft at tim
The soclologist Marcello Truzzi speaks of two types of Satanienm found in Ameziﬁm ta%&yﬁ
which he calls "solitary" and "group” Satanism, Coneerning the Pirst type he s
know very litlle because it is almost always secret. Group Satanism he again 35 i%@g 1nte
Gnostic Groupe, which consider the devil as en sngel to be wors hipped, sex elubs, which
practice the black maﬁgy narcotic groups such ag the Vanson family, and the Whmr@ﬁ uf @%ﬁﬁﬁ
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Hle says also that mest of the literature on Satanism is unrelisble, bub I have %
that at least one resson for his opinion 1ies in the faet that he would cons 15&? dﬁ} oy
of the supernatural to be unreliable,
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mh& Church of Saten is by far the most visible of all the Sstanisiic gfamomg It was
founded in 1966 by Anton Szandor La Vey. The church is incorporated under the laws of
Cal i?afmia and has recelved top exempt staitus from the Internal Revenue Service, By 1969
La Vey was claiming 7,000 0$ntr¢butﬁﬁ? members. Wm. Peterson's book, Those C@w¢ag Ney
Q&\ﬁ%s which was @ogjrlghxﬁ& in 1972, reporied thal the chureh had 10,000 adl
individ Jaj congregations are salled ﬁ??@tyhmpw and in 1969 Tiryekian repor
expected 1o have grotlos in every state by 1971,

La Vey calls himpelf the high priest of Satanism and bas received a great ﬁ@@i fre
,u'l o
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publicity both from the press and the television networks., He yl&yﬁ? the part of
in the film Rosemarvis uﬁb?s He has written a nunber of bo@%gg the | ﬁg yt-known of whiei

The Batanic Bible, which reporiedly oubtsells the Holy Bible in some booksitores,
of thousands of coples have been sold, and last summer the tenth pr Y??Pﬁ wag beling
for sals by booksellers,
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fBdward J. Moody investigated the Church of “ataﬁ by participating in its worsh
servicss for two years., He found that many of the members exhbibited pathologiesl beha
homogexualien, sadism, i mesochisn 1, and transvesbi mg ie pays that all novices whe app
for wembership demonsirated & high level of anxiety in their lives and that 85 ;
came from broken homes., Almopt all of then had experlenced failure in love, busis 5
soelal relatlonshipe wﬁﬂ had tried other ?O%f“ of mh% ocenlt 51@& a8 ﬁﬂ%fﬂiéﬁ?¢ the Taroi,
or splritualism, before turning to Zatanisnm, Th@&r selentilic findings are suvely of
some significance slso for the chureh

gmﬂs

ﬁévaw?ely enough, La Vey denles the objective exlatence of Satan, and holds that the
Christian churches heve been able to meintain their existence only by pretending thet Satan
exists, Yet he holds that men need some kind of ritual to satisfyissnatural urge to worshi
but at the same time he mainiains that the only honest form of worship is thet which admite
that the object of worship is & myth.

One would suppose that such a progran would be self-defeating, but 0., &, Lewis said
something to the effect that Jﬁﬁ of the nost effective lles of the devil is to convinoce
men that he dﬁe@ not exist, might say of La Vey's brand of Satanisn what W. A, Hooten
said of evolubion, nswely, iha% it frees men from veliglous inhi 8 and Tessrs wh%@h
make them soclsally tolerabl And therein lies much of 1ts appeal for sinful men., Ta Vey

openly champions the ??&r%wu& kind of self-indulgence by assuring :
a mythologiesl being, doss not eare what they do and the devil as
not exist. At the sawme time he holds that both God and Satan ox
are nasmes bhat we use 1o denote naturalistic forces in %3@ universe,
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La Vey summarizes the principls teachings of hisg church in the sc-called "Hine Batani
Statements,” namely

1. Bstan represents indulge ﬁcoﬁ instead of abslinencel
2. Batan represents vital exlsbence, insitead of spiritual pipe dreams!
3. Baten represents hﬁﬁ@fmlﬁﬂ sisdom, instead of hypoeritieal self-dageiidl
4. Batan represenits kindness Yo those who deserve i1, instead of love
'

wasted on ingrates!
5. Satan represents vengeance, lnstead of twming e other cheskl
6. Batan represents respons ibilltg to the responsgible, instead of
concern for psychic vempires,
7. Baten represents man as just another aniwal, sometimes better,

more often worse than those who walk on alimfou?sg who, becauss
of hieg "divine spiriitual and intellectusl development,” has
become the most vicious animal of alll

AN 4
that God, who is only
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8. Satan represents all the so~czlled sing, as they all lead
to physical, mental, or emotional gratificationt

9. Batan has been the be @% friend the church has sver had, as
ie has kept it in business all these vears]

La Vey delights in blaspheming the God of the Bible and rad?cuiiﬁw the teachings of
Christienity. I debated wilth myeelf whwthw% ne vughlt even to z@ymﬁ he ﬂiﬂlﬂil . Plage
phemies that arve found in the Sstenic Bible, hu@ méwhapr you ought o h@ ay a Tew of his

blasphemies 1o see the depth of moral depravity that he represents and also the mﬁv@?
ﬁeaay of a socliety that accords respectability to such men. He speaks of the fyatery blood
£ your impotent mad redeemer,” "the worm-saten skull? of Jﬁrovahs and says that the crueifix
%y@beiﬂ es "pallid inﬁmwpe bence hangwma on & tree," One is remindsd of the blasphemies of
demoniecs, and it way be that La Vey is a person who might %c oalled "totally possessed,”
in whom none of the symploms of violence usually sssociated with possession are found bscause
there 1s no part of his personality still struggling against the devills will,

His woral teamchings are, for the most part, an wmimaginative %ut blasphemous reversal
of Christisn ;Wiaeiwle@~ He asks, "Why should T not hate mine ensmi W;ﬁ and "Is it natural
for enemies to do good unto each other?" ‘'love your enemies and do g@ﬁd to them that hate
and use you -~ 1s this not the despicable philosophy of the ﬁﬁﬁﬁiml that rolls upon its
back when kicked?" He answers his own question k§~ @yimﬁ zmies with 2 whole
h%w%&mdigﬁiﬁﬁ?MiSWW€me*bﬁ@% BMAS . who turmg the
other cheek is a cowardly dogl? The mﬂh&ﬂé@ Bible hes ib nwn ﬂgt of bea atitudes, %ﬁ@ of

which pdaﬁm' "Blessed are *homf zhm belisve in what is best for or never ghall theiy
minde be terrorized - Cursed are the 'lambs of God,! for they gﬁ;%@L :zan
snoyw, !
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La Vey advocates complete dsvotlon to the gratification of : The viriuess of
Setanism, according to EL? ars the seven Qﬁﬁﬁjy'méﬂﬁ of the hu?ar@ Envy and gresd, Tor
VE

example, are the mﬁ%3fa%1ﬁg foreces of ambition, without whieh very little could be sceow-
vlished. Iust 1s necessary to insurs the p?gmaaa%ﬁaﬁ of the hu n race. With such argu~
1@?t h@ seels to persuade men that what the church has salled sin is really good, Satanise,
he says, "represents 2 form of controlled selfishness, This does not mean that Tou n e
do aﬂ ahayg for anyone slee, IF you do so

omething to meke someons for whom you care happy
his happiness will give you a sense of graitifieation,? Thus even altruism, for Ila V@yg Aﬁ
only another form of selfishness.
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opposes the use QF iﬁuw? b@ﬁﬁu%f tgﬁy really erfere with
run, He i@fﬁﬁﬂ¢ the movement agﬁiﬁﬁi that 1t eng

asé, ,g
AL

waritel affairs by saying that bﬂ@h ag rae not recomment whon they
do not come naturally., He says that would never pe: agrifice wnless
gsuch & sacrifics wauld release the na ath @nﬂ free o bng 5 pere
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son who deserves to dle. Ia Vey, for example, clsims responsibilit by for the death of lawver
Sam Brody, on whom he pronounced a curse becsuse of his influence over daynﬁ Mansfield who
was a member of La Vey's Church of Satan, He evidently 4id not intend to kill Jayne Mans-
fleld who was decapitated in the agﬁgdmnt that killed P?mﬁ?,

Tmm while 1a Vey ridicules megic 1f it is understood to be a spiritual for ce, he
nevarithelsss belisves in mag’ , ployment of nabural forces to obiain what 1z une
zvailable to you by normelly acespbed methods, Half of the Satanic Bible is devoted io
Instruction in the ﬂ@?f@?ﬁaj;? of wagle and the incantations and spells thet are used.
La Vey bellieves that when a group of people Logether will a ce srtain thing to happen, then,
£ the magic is properly worked, the desired result will come to pasg,. The invoeaition io
Setan which is spoken at the beginning of the magic ritual is, accordin g to him, only in-
&
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tended to elevate the emotional pitch of those participating in the »i tual, sinece magle is
essentially the release of @ma?lﬁnﬁ that act as indepsndent forces sgainst or in behalf of

the objects toward whiech they are directed.



Agsoplated with Satanism through the ages is the so-called ”hﬁ@ﬂk 1 * Beecause
f the black maszs was in bimes pasd i 5 4 b =4 g4 £ ths
LS DIAQCGK mass WES 11 LA p i };«' Qe n sgany ;; H{fﬂé\u (A fd,.Lfl 051 G
cugton is not clearly known, but 1t can be traced back 4o the wiﬁéla of the 17th century
in France. In ths %?h canbory 1t was pfsﬁtiﬂwﬁ in England, and has becoms part and
an

1
parcel of modern 8at v in Americsa.
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The ritual of the black mass 1z too vile to be deseribed in deteil. The altar st
& black mass 1s the naked body 4F a woman., The chalice is £illed with wine which is
mized with the blood of a cat or some other animal or person and somebimes alse with the
urdine of a prostitute. The wafer 1s often made of hread b heavily laced with drugs, T%@
eruelfix is displayed over the ﬂ?@w@ upside down, If poszible, a de 1

i ked priest officiates
at the wass., The S{wﬁguu%¢ are read backwards, In fact, eve Twhﬁ’ﬁg conceivable is done
to parody snd ridicule the .;“)g,?faqfﬁ Supper.
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‘1%1

18 black massz vsually ends in 5 sexual @fgy@ In Tact, the mase
wnatever inhibitions the participanis may have to the most depraved
perversions. Wm., Peterson guotes an oecultist as 88yl ing that "ithe w

thal are springing up in middle class suburban nelghb Jorhoods across the oounts gl inm
creagingly b@ g converted into Satanie @@vc“’gﬂg When we realisze nbhers
of our congregat s have become lnvolved in that sort of activity urel r@@@gﬂim@
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Tar removed from us as o ocong
sist the beginnings.

that Satanism is not 3omeuh1ng o fa
people, who ought to be warned to res

4 Protestant evangelist, who has preached in the Milwaukee area, has told of his own
rement in Satanism as a high pzia@ﬁ of the oult.”7 For hin involvemeni in Qb%%ﬂ‘?@
with the smoking of mif@}@ﬂﬁ& nd a deslre to be accepted by a group of young pe

he at the uwniversity. His story would seem to indicate that we nead not only warn ou
young people against the kind of teaching thet they will meet in the secondary achools of

our country but alsc tnst the kind of people with whom they might come into contact on
the campus,
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THE BIBLE AND DEVIL WORSHI

Bafore we lgavg the subject of Satanism we ought to say at least
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same latlex ‘ﬁm"am.ukﬂ is nothing
“ten speaks of 1dols as lying vanitles, Vet the:
that ?@u? is employing figura ﬁan language when he says
to &@vzzw. aﬁd ?ﬁ?hﬁg& Milton's practice of glving the devils in Paradis
the 014 Teww&@rﬂt ig closer to the truth than vwe
the occult we may actually be seeing demons

countries the demons of possessed person
sacrifice price for the cessation of violence
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qemand for wayg}

?r that same vein, when Paul ¢ spesks of "medueing spiriie’ angd
- N 3 o 3
(I Tm 4:1) may we not assume thet the false doetrines that »l aahuﬁzi,

"inspired" by evil spirits intent upon leading God's @@op A we

have seen earlier, there 1z some evidence that Mohamm ie religion,

We mwight also ask w,@thsr it 18 necessary for us to assum kmg%? Morounl in Mo
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iz 2 purs product of Jos seph Smith's imagination., In thet connection some 1ight
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on whet Paul says here by a story told by Andrijia Puharieh in his on Url i@il@?g
Puharieh says taa% in 1951 he ’aﬂ 2 npeeting with a Dr. Vianod from Indiz, Vinod went into
2 trance in which he = in a deep sonorous volce in perfect Inglish, although normally

ne
with an accent in a nghwpg%ﬁa@é sof't volee, Among other things, Puherich guotes
saying,

Remamber, all nis ds a real guidance from God. God is nobody else
than we toge T God. There is no hﬁﬂ other
than vhat we , onee in your 1ifetime believe
this to be %, ir baﬁ aver g » AT God ever made an iﬁat?wwamv
of a hum %, s now that h@ has made 1%; and look Lp » Lhis as
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the most pre: znt In your lives. Thess are Godls wo ﬁ%a

Puhari fg mouth that if mankind was %o be
saved , : O : rine principles of God" which
revealing themselves e he great lie of the devil is again clsarly
?‘!i BEaer
While Satanism shocke us we oughl to remember that i aZE ite ranifications
is not the most ﬂ@ﬂ“%rmﬁ' Ak .ﬁ levi ; magle, witchoraft,
085S %iﬂﬁ e Qﬁiy'ﬂﬁﬁﬁtﬁ@ujwf es of something s wre subtles and far more dangesrous

that goss on @ﬁwrv day 21l sround ve. It is 8131l true, as 8t. Paul reminds us, that the
ﬂ{‘;ﬁ f this Qf“?r% },%m bj ??‘iﬂmﬁ "t?f}v 1 ! ¢ )
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zﬁmpia nen amd &a%
coult manifestations,
rnetural cccourrences.

which he leads ﬁhwﬁ 8y %*ﬂ\ @nt%%* apart iram a&l ott
s 3

these lead far greater numbers to destruction then real o
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Our aiwaﬁfeﬁﬂ weapon againegt all the wiles of the devil is the Word of Cod in whiech Cod
has revealed to us all we need to know sbout the secret thir >f the supernatural world.
Children of God who know thet they have & God who loves %h nd overns the world in
guch z ay that all things, even the ﬁgfraug ﬁﬂé ah# tragedies o :ﬁg work together for

good fsy those who love God, will not need % rance aboul the fubure
that can be offered by astrologers and divine sry sort, even 1f they way be right in
75 per cent of their predicilénz, Children f? God wh@ hava L@PI%Sd to pray in childilke
Talth, "Thy will be done,” will not seek to frustrate that will by charms and Incantations,
Thega who know that in His Word God has revealsd all that we need for our instruct] lon, ho
nd eomfort and that He has in that same Word
covered country f?@ﬁ wbﬁ%. bourn no travellsr ret

k&

Pe,
ug a1l that we ﬁ%@d to know of that "undige
w, " will not seek unto "wimards that peep
and that mutter® in spiritistic trance. Those who heve learned tﬁ bhalisve uhab the prouis
of forgiveness and a@}Vfii@m arz vniversal and sure will notl nee 2 agsurance 1o be ?@ua
in human experience, sven in such spectacular phencnens ay sy i in “zi;ﬁ@@ %aq b lﬂ
riracles, especlally when they know that these supornat ; o i 18

sence can be minlcked and heve been mimicked by the de
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Cur best &@ ans nst the modern swplosion of the oeccult is therefors not more know-
adg@ of the occult on our part or on the part of those whom we teach, even though we as
shepherds of h@é’u people ought not Lo be ignorant of the devices of the devil, Neither is
Lt 1t in the @ﬂcuﬁ% 1 lng

Lot
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it enon &h to tell our peopls %hai involvems , on where we drev the
Lline in our definition, either isg a clear violation of (o or oan very gasily
becone :

that, Nor is our best ﬁmwﬂfu againat the wil f
that we learn to "live close to Christ," as Cﬁriﬁﬁiaﬂlﬁ? Todey
mamthg 8go,’7 for even occult involvement is seen by some as o

I %o be found in this
noan sditerisl a few
ger to Christ,

Ap in our desl
God's redseming lov
death and resurrect

ing 4 VT : epravity, the besl wempon is the gospel of
@ i@ Christ who has con : si roy all the works of the devil and wi
ion bhas torn the vell before ﬁhe holy of holies so that we now have a
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out that Jesus did not say, "If Satan cast out demons, his kinpgdom can not stand.?” We
might therefore ask whether it 1s Inconcelvable that the devil, who is portrayed in the
Bivle as the father of lies and as the ruler of the evil angels or demons, doss somebive

oyder his inferiors to obey an excrcist if it sults his evil purpose to @0 80.

8

After all, the Bible does tell us that when the Antlchriest is revealed his coming

will be “ﬁae@rﬁiﬁg te the working of Sstan® with all kinds of "miracles and sipns and

lying wonders® (2 Th 2:9). Are we to understand the "lying wonders” of the Roman church

to be lies in the sense that they do not really take place but are pure invention? Or

ars they ever truly supernatural occurrences that come to pass %hreugn the power of Satan
in the servics of the great lie of salvation by works, which he introduced into the world
when he persuaded Eve that her happiness did not consist in what God had done for her but
in what she could do for herself? And i1f the mirecles of the Roman Church are done by the
powsr of Hatan and serve the pu?paﬁwﬁ of Baten, would Salan be casting out Satan in a Roman
exorclem 1f he ordered one of his own to leave a body in which it haﬂ taken up residence?

What is said about Homan exorecism could also be said about exorecisms that are per-
formed by heathen priesis or spiritistic mediums or magiciang whethsr they be Jawg or Geve
tiles, Jesus seems to imply in hisz remarke Yo His enemies in Matthew 12 that Jewish
exorcists were able to sast out demons. Are we to assume that these men were sarvanis of
God who used the power of His Word to control evil spirite? Josephus says that they used
incantations invented by Solomon, which we can hardly understand to be pert of God's reve-
lation., If the devil can %nrmuﬁh such apparsnt mi?%@i es attract men awsy from God'sz reve-
lation, 1t would only be another way of manifesting his diabolical cleverness, about which
the Bible leaves us in no doubt.

Un the other hand, we alsc know that Catholic exoreisits togsther with the names of the
saints also use the neme of Jesus and side by side with their praysrs to Mary, they also
address prayers to the Triune God, We know that the Word of God is effective even when
used by wicked men. The name of Jesus and the biblieal doctrine, which is strsssed in the
RBituel of Exorcism, that Christ has come to destroy the power of the devil and has aectvally
destroyed 1t by His death and resurrection are sursly terrifying to the devil even when they
are proclaimed by men who deny other basic truths of Christianity. Could they therefors be
exorcisms in Jesus! name? Luther did nol belisve this was the vase, In his Tischreden he
is quoted as saying that the Roman exorcistis were charmers or sorcerers and that the devil
lef't the possessed when exoreised by them in order to bring the people into greater bondage.

A1l of this illustrates once more how careful we musit be in evaluating the oceuli and
in waking statements concerning the subject

CAN MIRACLES EVER BE DONE IN SUPPORT OF FALSE DOCTRINE?

After the first lecture in this series I was asked whether it is corrset to say thatb
God will never permit any miracle to be performed to support false doctrine., If we msan
by "miracle™ sny supernatural event that defies explanaiion on the basis of purely natural
causes, without reference to the piwer behind Lh@ "miracle,” 1 would doubt very much whether
sueh an axiom csn be supporited by Scripture. OCan we say beyond guestion that the "Wirscles®
of the magicians of Pharaoh were nothing but trickery? Or is 1t possible that we are here
dealing with spiritistic apports? When Moses in Deuterconomy 13 spoke of signs and wonders
performed by false prophets, must we assume that thesge miracles are pure fraud and thai
nothing supernatural iz involved? And we might ask apgein, when Paul spoke of the miracles,
the signs and the lying wonders of Antichrist, must we assume that these, too, are the
products of pure deception and involve nothing wore than the lies with which the servants
of Satan deceive those whom they seek to win to their false doctrine?
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Such questions are also very relevant when we deal with the charismalic movement,
Can we really say beyond question, as we are often tempted to say, that tongues and
healings are aluays nothing wore than autosuggestion? Can we really say beyond guestion
that the Holy Chost never glves men the gift of tongues or of healing today? Or can we
say without question, the way we say that Jesus is our Savior, that the devil could not
mimle the Pentecostal miracles of the early church?

Thank God, we do not need to answer those questions., "The secret things beslong to
the Lord our God; but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our childven
Torever." What this means, of course, is that the revelation of God, as we have 11 in the
Seriptures, pust be and remsin the only norm by which all oceult or supernatural evenis
must be judged. Instead of saying that God would never permit s miracle to be periormead
by a false teacher in support of false doctrine, we ought to gay that any miracle, real
or imagined, that is performed in support of false doctrine is not from Cod. In other
words, it is not a divine miracle but Satanic witcheraft., When we are told, for exsmple,
that the world's leading spokesman for Pentecostalism, David du Plessls, teaches that
Tuther was wrong and the Roman Church right on the doctrine of justification, 2 we aught
no longer to be surprised if the mivacles and signe and lying wonders that support Anti-
christ are also found in Pentecostalisn,

CAN A CHRISTIAN BE POSSESSED

Another subject that is often debated iz the guestion of whether the devil is able +o
possess the body and mind of a Christian, Our dogmaticians make a sharp distinction between
"bodily possession® and "spiritusl possession.® Some modern writers meke s similer Gis-
tinetion when they spesk of demonic obsession and demonic possession.

While the dogmaticians are agreed that spirituasl possession is imposgible in the case
of a Christian, they are not unanimous in the opinion that & Christian cannot be possessed
in a bodily way. You know beiiter than I what Prof. Meyer's opinion was on that guestion.
In his notes, however, he gquotes Quenstedt, who says that the subject of posgession iz not
only the unbeliever but also oceasionally a pious man, and thal in His sscret counsel Cod
sometimes permits also upright ??ﬁ to becoms p@ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ@dgj3 Heenecke, on the other hand,
seems to deny this poseibility.'4 TFranz Pleper, however, agrees with Quensiedt and BaYS,
"Also children of God may suffer this affliction.®!5 4s evidence he cites the Gadarsne
demoniac. The biblicel account, however; allows us to look upon the conversion of this
demonizac as taking place after his deliverance. Quensiedt cites the case of the possesaad
child, of whose faith, however, the Bible says nothing at all. Dr. Walther in his Pastorale
quotes, apparently with approval, the advice that in free moments the possessed may be
given the Lord's Supper and thal the possessed should be assured that they are not aceount-
able for the blasphemies uttered in thepparoxyms of possession.16

My own personal opinion is thal we can not answer this question dogmaticelly. The only
biblical account which, in wy judgment, would come elose to giving an answer iz that of the
woman who had a "epirit of weskness? in Luke 13, of whom Jesus says that Satan had bound her
for eighteen years., The expression "to have 2 aspirit? is used of a clear casge of possession
earlier in Luke's Gospel (4333), but there the spirit is defined as "the spirit of an un-
clean demon.' The deaf and dumb spirit spoken of by Mark (9:17) ie also later called an
furclesn' spirit. The description of the woman in Luke 13, does not enable us to 88y ha-
yond guestion that she was demonized, although Jesus' remerk that she was & daughter of
Abraham indicates that she was a believing child of God. While the matter therefore must
remain an open question in dogmaties, I would be inclined o agree with Dr. Walither that
we can assume that also believers can be possessed, but that they should be comforted with
the assurance that the Lord Jesus has teken away their sins and will not hold them accountable
for obscenities and blasphemies which they have uttered iuvolunterily. On the other hand,
they should be reminded of the promise of God that says, "Hesis the devil and he will fles
from you.”
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THE DEFEAT OF THE DEVIL BY CHRIST

We can be ceriain that in dealing with the Qcauits properly definsd, we ave dealing
with the lies of Setan., IF no direct spirii sgency is involved and the claim to supsre
natural knowledge or power is a fraud, the purposes of the devil ars siill being served.
ﬂm%wﬁﬂm%rJM‘mmﬂim* ﬁidﬁ%?pﬁﬁ%h@ﬂﬁl%f@b}mﬂw&w@pﬂ%mmaﬁw¢‘m%
pure deception is still doing the devil's vwork in directing the attenllon of nmen away From
God's grace to material wealth and succsss s The source of nappzn@&se

When, however, remarkeble and unexplainable resulis are achleved through the various
forme of divination, maglo, witchoraft, and spﬁrﬁt?rmy we mey be with justilicatlion supe
peot that we are dealing with the intrusion of evil wpgfi ts into our material world. Be-
1lieving Christisns ought not to welcome wilh open arms the efforits of wen o demonsirate
the fraudulence of the occult, 4if those efforits proceed from the premise that only tﬁa*
which is natural can truly exist. By @%@ same boken u%ﬁ; ught to recognize the dar nger of

2 .

dealing sven in play or for Qurﬂggﬁwyﬂg aake with the oceult,
In fact, we may view ali practitioners of the ocoult as belng to some exitent possessed
by the devil, either conseiously or uncomsclously, either voluntarily or in an Involumtary
way. The spiritist maéiuﬁ wha enlls upon the spirits of the dead is ,cthazly inviting
denons 1o come and speak *hr@ugb her., The practitioner of astral pﬂ@ sobion who visite
p?ﬂ@%u Tar away mwﬁ aan report in detail whalt he has meen is opening his mind to demonic
forces which may eventual 1“ take over complete sontrol. Ons of the demoniacs whosze case

ig reported in J tag@,gg the Devil after his recovery sald,

Of myself, I could not see things happening hundreds of miles away,

reald the fu%ur%; see the past, peer with minubte detall into people’s
i

winds. I could give the on of these only by being uYﬁﬁﬁxﬁﬁ by
someone who could see from a great distence, could read the futu Ure,

) sy 2% 5 47y
had a detailed knowledge of the past, could peer into psople's mzﬁﬁaaif

.

above all eibe B wiﬁh the ocouldt we ﬁvgﬁf to keep
aching of Scripture © eated by the Son of God whg wes ma
destroy the works of ths de v11 and ﬁh&% W, dvﬁg Bre enghl by Chyris leles

lood of the lamb and the gospel we proclaim., IF our study of the o ﬂuiL
“3

u:'i”

us to look more consistently to Christ as the source of our strengih and to pray more da-
v t?r et ?J'hﬁiv'“ngﬁlg be with me that the old evil foe may have no powsr over me,”
i wa.

7111 not have besn ste of tine
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