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Wisconsin Bvangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

to New York! That might sound like an lgnorant remark,

among those with even the slightest bit of WELS
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who knew the WELS be in Wisconsin., But

48

2

knowledge

A

grain of tyruth in that opening statement. To unders

must taks a guick look back to the years

In this time period, a man named John Muehlhaeuser,
from the Langenberger Mission Bociety of Germany, s

Lutheran Church in Milwauke
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stay in New York, he was sought out' and asslisted
missionaries from the same mission soclety.

ohn Welnmann, entually followed

to Wisconsin where Wrede was called to CGranville and

called to Oakwood. In 1850, it was these three me
congregatlions who egan the WELS. Therefore, on

bold as to state the

that the American birthplace of
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80, when Peace Lutheran Church of ¥Manhattan began serving
the people of New York Clty, it was a bit of a homecoming Zor the
WELS . GE Peace Lutheran did nolt receive a celebratoxry
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fanfare {except maybe among the
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they had a humble, small beginning and even today

struggling to thrive in terms of numbers. But to kno
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city of more than ten wmillion souls has at least one organized
congregation in the city itself (with another getting undexr way
in Brooklyn) where the Word of Geod 1s taught in i1ts truth and

purity gives cause for rejoicing to the Lord that the WELS is
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ack home.
As with many misslon congregations, Peace Lutheran began as

sreaching station. Actually, the oxiginal intent of the work

ja)

<;
o)
o
b
@]
£
e
ja
el
6]
o
ﬁ_
U
8
3
1]
o
3]
=
-
]
f2
®
-,
[.-,
3
I
iy
6]

in Manhattan was to sen:
area under The ausplces o the Michigan District 8peciszsl

n 1974 that Pastor David Pagsl of
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Ministries Board.

Triune God Lutheran Church in Ramsey, New Jersey, began serving

New York City and he continued to serve there untll he accepted a
call in 1981 to Appleton, Wisconsin, Throughout those yvears

there were many changes in makeup of membership and places

e

mept. There were sarvices held at West Point Military Academy,
Go or's Island, and varicus institutions. As more of a

nucleus was formed in the city itself, services were held in the

tments of varlious members.
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The first contact Pastor Pagel made in the c¢ity was Dorothy
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Braun, a Bronx rvesident who often attended services Iin New
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Jersey, but reguested that service be brought into the city.

S0, once a month Paster Pagel traveled into the Blg Apple
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These once a month services were held in the apartment of John

and Christine Bills and, for the most part, continued there untll
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1984. Pastor Pagel recalls vividiy the bullding whexre the first
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three fires there
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services weare held because there wey
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the time of the service. FElizabeth Milio also ofi
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fered her home
as a place for worshlp and Bible study. These Christian

individuals realized the need for the preaching and studying of
Godis Word among the people of the clty and were pleased to open

thelr abodes to faclilitate the gospel ministry.

Pastor Pagel was led by the Lord to accept a divine call to
0 NM/J /w/ L)

[

3 2

L. Matthew's Bvangelical Lutheran Church in 1981, so seminary

graduate John Paustlan was assigned to take his place in Ramsey,

- L=

New Jexrsey. Of course, Pastor Paustian also assumed the duties
connected with the group meeting in Manhattan. The monthly

church services were averaging 10-12 adulis in attendance and the
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group began to feel the need to become independent from the
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Ramseyv congregation. By January 1984, the Manhattan group asked
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mission Dboard of the WELSE oy exploratory

o
o
s
e

{
H

status. Originally, the WELS home misslon beard £ell the people

in the ity i1tself could be served by congregations located in

o

areas Jjust outside the city (Long Island and two congregatlons in
New Jersey), but 1t now became apparent that another plan ought
to be considered. So, throughout 1884, visits were made to

Manhattan by th ission counselor and the district misslion
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board.
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significant events. In June, church sexvices were now held twice
a month and, by September, the group melt every week Ifoxr elther a
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formal church service or a Bible class. This increase
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worship and study time was made possible through the arrival of

Glen Thompson, a former WELS missionary in Zambia, Africa, who
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3 to pursue graduate studies at Columbia University
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arrived in
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in the heart of Manhattan. As Pastor Paustian continued to serve

the Manhattan group, Thompson lent a hand by leading Bible study

e

in his family's apartment. By October, there was enough Iorward

progress and hope for continued growbth that the group went so far
as to officially organize themselves as the WELS-Manhattan group,

with John Bills as the chairman and Alan Hoffman and P. Pleming

as the financiers.
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In March 1985, the WELS-Manhattan group rship

seyvices in Filrst Baptist Church located at 79th and Broadway.

1 until June, 18986, during which
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time they averaged 15 adults in attendance. It was durlng thi
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time period that the first wedding was periormed and there were
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ult confirmands throughout the year.
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1t was also at this time (Sepht. 1985) in their short history
that they learned of the fact that the home misslon board

granted thelr group exploratory status, as well as manpower. The

North Atlantic District Mission Board extended a divine call s}

Glen Thompson and he was installed on March 2, 1986 as first
full-time pastor of Peace Lutheran Church of Manhattan.
With the serxvices of a full-time called workerx, the Manhattan
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slessing thely congregabtion in such a way and also were eager
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experiance growth, in respect to their own faith-life and Iin



respect to expanding
other city-dwellers.

The big

worship, as they had
The members of Peace

Manhattan's upper

dance studios which

morning services, b
Tuesday evening Bibl

and  during this

membership list.
1987 brought
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change along the way was a new place of
to vacate the Flrst Baptist Church building.

at 2121 Broadway, Room 202, on

st side. The worshlp area was surrounded by
didn't cause teoo many problems during Sunday

ut did provide numerous distractlons during
g class. They remained here for three years

forty plus communicants on  thelr
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ministery or minister

linguistic and cultural diversilty of NYC
riety of spilritusl/pastoral gifts to be

hig

con reatly needed. Having

woul that problem

schedules of most New VYorkers, evening

s1ts are most convenient. More manpower
would be more efficient than one
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would have to increass out of necessity
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~~~multiple pastorate would glve added encouragement Lo

each minister and would allow for needed breaks and

get-aways

Seminary graduate David Rosenbaum recelved this cent

ministry call to Peage Lutheran and arrived in New York in
September of 1987. Since his arrival there, he has supported
himself through employment at the New VYork SBtock EBxchange, JP
Morgan Bank Company and various other Dbusinesses. In his spare
time, he leads Bible study and worship services, makes personal
evangelism visits and hospital calls and fulfills any otherx
pastoral duties which present themselves. In March 1988, Pastor
Rogenbaum accepted an official call as assocliate of Peace and was
installed in May of that same year.

Also at this time, another opportunity to establish another
WELS congregation in New York arose. This one 1s in Park Slope
in Brooklyn, the most populous of New York's boroughs. Pastor Dan
Krause is doing the pastoral work in this area, where he began In
9868. The members and the pastors of both congregatlons waxk
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ften cover for one anothe
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very closely with each oth
The Peace congregation had to move its place of worship yet

3

again because Thely lease was up on thelr Broadway street
property. It was obvious that the Lord's hand was hard at work
here as The congregation recelved an offer in June, 1889, Irom &

Pentecostal group to use thelr facilities. Socon atterward,

howevey, This group folded and the bullding was taken over Dby

another Pentecestal group who didn't allow the Peace congregation

to stay. But Peace was nobt without a heome for very long. On
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December 1, 1989, Peace began holding thely worship services at
the corner of Amsterdam and 100%th, in an ELCA church bullding.
This 1s where services are also currently held.

It might seem move beneficial for the congregation to look
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into purchasing something more permanent for Thely worshilp
but there are numerous reasons proposed for not doling that very
thing. The high cost of purchasing/building, the goal to expand

rather than to become stationary, the emphasis o0f a2 ministzy

bullt on people not bulldings, and the responsibility of oultyeach

£

placed on the people rather than The heauty 0f a church building
all contribute to the recommendation that a permanent building

not be purchased at this time.

Jne  bilg step which tThe congregation did  take was tThe

purchase 0f a parsonage in May 1990. This rather large apartment
presently provides living guarters for Pastor Thompson, hils wife,

and two children and is located only a few blocks fxrom theirx
prasent worship slite. Any land or Dbullding space in the oliby
itself costs an exorbitant amount of money, so this 1s a majox
investment and shows the determination of the congregation and
the WELS to make the ministryry in Manhattan a successiul one.

Of course, in most congregations success 15 measured by the
number of members 1listed in the membership lists. 1f that were

sz of Peace, then the work of
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small congregation wmight be considered a fallure. The membership
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dropped off, and the evangelism efforts have
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frult of new members. Yet, the ministry of the pastoral tesam and

ilur

P
8
fte
4]

the members of Peace Lutheran can not be labeled a
because of a lack of numbers. This is a unigue ministry In many
ways and therefore the frullt of this ministry may come about in

unigue ways.

Peace Lutheran of Manhattan has a unigue ninistry and yet

has the same coal of  all other WELES congregabtions--- to preach
3 JE 8

the gospel of Jesus Christ and to make disciples of all the
world. Bub, unlike most other congregations, evangellism efforx
can not be done door-to-door. Locked 1lobby doors and the

inhabitants® fear of opening doors to s prohiblt this.
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S0, mos evangelisnm efforts are made through mutual
connections, friendship evangelism, and by wvisiting the people on

to the homsless

street, Distribulting sandwiches and

Ind

allows contact and conversation to be made wit?
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foot inside Peace Lutheran, at leas

loves them and forglves them. That tvype of wninistry may nevexr

show itsell in numbers, but it doesn't mean it is not effective,

And when it does zresult in another soul £illing the church pew,

that person, whether in tabttered rags ov suffering from AIDS or

both, is presented with the truths of God's Word, which is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who bellieves.

As WELS members move in  and out of Manhattan, as lax
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Lutherans revive thelr membership in thelry old home church, as

rious truths of Godils
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new converts are brought

1.

Word, it is comforting to know that Peace Lultheran of Manhattan

1,

exists to provide for them a church home which teaches and

preaches and lives Christ crucified. The WELS 1In Manhat

homecoming of sorts, to bring all sorts home... to their Heavenly
Father, who supplied his Son for all people to know of and

helieve in as the Bavior of the world.

RpAPper goes
Pastor David




