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"The Same Bringeth Forth Much Fruit’s
A Biography of a Laymam, Henry W. Kresnikka.

Intfoduction:

It all began with four lots worth of_ccw pasture, located at fhezcorﬁ;nA
of whét is now the intersection of'Eﬁﬁchambérs and N. Holiom Streets, Milw
waukee, A man had purchasedi%his small hunk of land. This man happéne&
to be the Revi Dr. Prof. Adolf Hoenecke, préfessor of the Wisconé;n Syt
od's Theological Seminar& located at 13th and Vine,vpastcr of St. Maib
thewfé Church iocated at 10th and Garfield; one of the great foundiﬁg |
-fathe?s of the Wisconsiﬁ Evangélical'Lu%heran Synod. He wanted to s%arﬁ.a
Lutheran church there. And $a‘the Eve Luthe Jenusaiémsaxircha gaﬂ;iﬁs
eiart,.thaﬁks'to this honofaﬁle9 dedicated man. I% was the summer of the
year 1888, ' |

By the fall of that same year, October 10th to be exact, underw %he
Professor Hoeneckels &irection and with 28 people, (some from: St. Mat~
thew'!s, some from 5t. Marcus', some from St. John'é, some Ffrom Immanuel¥s,
and some from no church) Jerusalem congregation ﬁfﬁicially Begana

The congregatiom wasted no time in éetting things rolling. This:outf-
er-city group decided: to immediately erect a building %o house, not Enly
a churcﬁ, but alsoqa school, The building waé ﬁuilt with twa large roons
for the Christian day school on the first floor?; and one largé room on tle
second floor for the place of worshipe Thaﬁ stfuctunzewasﬁdedicate& into
the Lord's service bn Mareh 10,.1889 aﬁd served the congregatiom for sixty-
four yearse | _

Once thé group had a,builﬁing, they reéiized that they couldn?t'élways
depend on outside help and the Rev, Dr. Prof. Hoenecke. So they called a |
meétingg and on March 24, 1889 they called Jerusalem's first pastor, Can-

didate J. Fo Guastav uarderé? Pasotr Harders became "pastor” on May 5,



1889 when he~waSjordained ana'&insﬁélie& Ey Hoenecke. The next day Pas%émy
Harders taught schools 74 children were in attendance,

With that many'children, It's imaginable that there were: also quite a
few farents and d&ults involvedg The church was in a: prime 1ocatioh; iﬁ
greﬁfrighﬁ off the bat. it became.evident-thaﬁ the original structure
Was.dndersizeag so in 1891 more land was purchase&, the building waé moved,
and fhe property waé made ready for atnew_structufe. On Novémben:ld, 1893
the.ﬁresent church structure was built in a first class manner and ﬁith a

first class, majestic style.
-

i

he congregation continued to grow,anﬁ‘increase during the pastorate of .
Rev,iHarderae; During Pastor Harders service, his health necessitéte&
" two leaves of absence. These-temporar& fa@ancies were served by Semin-
arian Ed, Wedekind, and %he nonorable Professors August Pieper and J.P.
Koehlere’ In 1907, Pastor Harders accepted a call to serve in mission to
the Apaches. He 1atef'wrote the books YAALAHN and DOHASHTIDA, of synm
odical fame. He died in 1917.

fastor Harders was a great man and a good servant, During his service
Jerusalem was sﬁaped by the Lord. Org&nizations popped up and functioneda
By the time of her 25th anniversary in 1913, Jerusalem had a mixed choir,
men's choir, and a ladies® aid going in full aswing. The schoolls féculty
had increased in number to six, with R. M. Al"brécht ag principal. The
Lord was blessing Jerusalem with able and giftediworke:s and she was
flourishinge.

The second pastor was Rev. Henry Gieéchen, Sr. Jerusalem continued to
grow with the gréwing comnunity around hew, Under Pastor Gieschen's
charge changes bégan to ftake place within the churche The_churcﬁ building

was modernized with remodeling and elecirical installations, English
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serviceﬁ b@gan}in 1912 on & once a month basis. In 1919, %h@ Englisg Was
increased to four times a month and with the work 10&&.incfeasgy Jerusalem
took the step to pf@viding‘Pésﬁ@r @iés@hen éséiat@n@e‘%y galling & secomd
;torg the Hev. Henry Gieschen, Jr. With father an& son wﬁrkingfhand im

handg ﬁhe L@ré saw it to bl@pﬁ,thelr efforts and the cangfegdtlmn\throughx
thggﬂ.gfforts t@ the gr@W%h and increasa of %the @angregaﬁLGnkln His Worde.

On,AugUSt 29, 1926, Henry GieScheny Sr. was called to his e%ernal p of 2
-ward, it was the day of %h@ Portieth amniversary of ?astmr Glesehen@s crm‘
tdlnaﬁlpng' ﬁy Novemberg Pastor Walter Gieschen; the brother of ﬁ&nry
Gieschﬁn, dres was ocalled as assistant pastor. Rev., Walter Gisschen:
serve&‘until Sugust, i931§ and,pn%il June bf:193§ Rev. Heﬁry Giescheﬁ ser=
ved Jerusalem Ey himself. Theﬁ Candidate John G. Dahlks was @rdainei and.
installced on July T, 1935 as assit&ﬁt pastor‘iﬁ Jerusaiem?s'sérvice and,
the Lordifs, |

Another'ﬁurnWQVEf‘ﬁoak place when Reyg Giescheniacéepted a.cail ?a
serve St., Paults in Fi, Atkinson. Dahlke scontinued on alone as the éangrgga
prepared to celebrate its fiftieth annivérsarye

January 16, 1938 marked the vededication of the churcﬁ as the congrege
ation did celebrate their fiftieth year of organiszgtion and the Lordéé
grace, The church had beem redecorated. The cengregaﬁiontha& aply one
charter member yet living, but there were now mauy more souls under Jenu-~
salem's spirifual care, far more %haﬁ at hér beginning. The school wes o
large and thriviﬁg under the princiﬁalship-of B Krause. Councils and .
compittees were larger. The Men's Choir wag-biggeﬁ'%han ever. There was
now a‘LadieS@ Choir, and Junior Choir along with the Mixe& Choir which
was‘stiil going strong., A Senior Bible Class and a Juniox Bible Clases

wers now meeting. The Ladies? Aid was twice whail it was in 1913, and a



new gr;up, the Ladies® Guild, had bgég'f@fmed@ The @onégegaﬁion Was mow\
supporting the Luthe%an High Séhogie And'over the fifty years 4,963 had
been baptmed,y 2,505 had been confirmed, 911 married, 1, 23& buw1ad§

Vctlng members numbered 475 and total communleants numbered. 1,50C. Har-
der*s, the Gieschen's, and Dahlke’s work ha@ %ruly been blegsed by fhe Lor@
and in the October 9th (1938} Gerﬁan service, Prof. Aug. Piéper reminde@
the assembled that all glory was the Lowdfs. In two other services, Henry
Gieschen and Walter Gieschen concurred in their messages,

Néedlesg to sqg the congregationts work continued and expanded~ The
congregatlan, under Dahlke, was given enough foresmgh;“;;wforsse@ thdt that
work must continue and expand. In 1926Q a school building fund Was‘begun?
but with the Depression and Word War IT, building was ouf of %he piéﬁur@@
The war ended, %hiﬁgs looked up. Rev. Dahlke became president of the Sout-
eastern Wisconsin District of the synod, and so carried this extra load.
Then in April of 1§50, the Rev., Lewis M. Bleichwehl was called to fill a -
é%ancy left by Dahlkeis acceptance of a call to St. Paul’-’s9 Tomah. Bleich-
wehl came and asked, QWhy can’t we build a new school ngw?"i |

Tpe congregaﬁion answered and gave the go ahead, At the coat Qf $305,
000 the new thOOl was built and dedicated on Sepﬁemben‘19, 1954. The
Rev, Prof, Garl L. Schweppe, president of Ir. Martln Luther Q@llege,
preached the school dedication sermong The church alsoc got a massive faéé
lifﬁ inside and out at the cost of ﬂéB;SOOQ The synodis missioné ﬁée&e&
supporting and Jerusalem gave it. The Wisconsin Lutheran High School?@

3 million dolilar building pfoje@t needed supporting, and Jexﬂéalem jﬁép&&
to its suppori. In 2ll of this, somehow, a 1957 éebt of $105, Q00 #as L&
duced to $18, 500 within six years. The Lord was giving Jerusalem a |

» heyday.
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Pastor Bleichwehl had served streﬁuously in the iniereét of the bonef
gregatiun and the furtherance of the Lord's Kingdom, then ended ﬁis past§m~
ate by regignation in 1957, He left the plant of Jerusalem large and beart-
iful and the congrepatlon large and boomlngo Then through Hlymﬁe Gallg |
Pastor Bldor A. T@epel became Jerusalem’s.shepherd'bn November 24, 1§579
He worked wiih Leonard Engel; %he.principaig as they face&;the new.year&
aheade | | | |

The nelghborhcod surrounding Jerusalem began tc¢ change, mlnorltles be=
e

gan to move in. This did in no way change the work nor the blessings om
that %ork Por Jerusalem congregations Thét was evident as the congregatim
geared»itself up for the 1963, 75th anniversary. The church was rTepainted
and new furnishings Weré added within, The Diamond Jubilee was observed ﬁx
October 13, 1963.

Upon the T75th ahniversary; Jerusalem®s shepherd, Rev. Toepel yraﬁeg

While we fittingly look back to the past,
humbly thank God for the undeserved bdlessings
received, and think and talk about how things
once wWere and onee were done, we cannot con-
tinue in this position of retrospect for longa
Lest we take a stance facing the past which
soon becomes fixed, rigid, and sterile, we
guickly must furn to the present, boldly lay
hold on the tasks on hand, confidenily look to
the future, and accept every challenge that
presents itself to us. So long as the world
remaine, the work of the Churchy, and of every
Christian, will not be finished., UWe must move
forwardd Souls arg dyings; wickedness and
unbelief abound. “he Good News of Salvation
must be brought to' leost souls with greater
effort and zeal. Our thinking and our methods
must be changed as the times demand, as the
world rushes into changes, and as new and different
opportunities to witness of Christ arise.
Today we are faced with problems and meet
challenges which our forefathers never experlenced,
Many of our fine German Lutherans have
mwoved away or have died. Our neighborhood
has changed greatly. The corner of Holton



and Chambers Streets is now considered a pax%
of the inner circle of the city.
Jerusalem®s wmembership has sharply decreas—
ed in the past twe decades. But there are:
more people living in the vieinity of our chuwch -
and school today than there were a quarter of
a century ago when ithe membership of the cone—
gregation was twice the size of what it is now.
Many of these people are not German and are
not Lutheran.: Some are such who have fallen
- away from the church, others are unchurched
and know not Christ, others are ofidifferent
race, and ALL are prec¢ious souls bought with
the Blood of Christe. All must be told of the
Savior and be invited to hear the Gospel. We
have fine facilities and an excellent location.
Our church is the only church on the two=mile-~
1ong Holton Sireet. It is the only Lutheran
“hurch from North Avenue to beyond Capitol:
Drive, and from Richards Street east to the
Milwaukee River. Above all, we have the Glad
Pidings of Salvation and the promise of Christ®s
“almighty assistance and presence. So onward
with joy, and to the future with cogfldence and
zeall God fulfilils His promises. e proved it
to our fathers. He will not forsake us as we
hold fast %o and continue in His Word, and
bring its glad tidings to all people. The Word
of the Lord. grows. Let us get busy in sowing this
precious Sged among all people everywhere,
especially in our immedizte community.

With the Lord s guiding, the céngregation responded. The work went
one The forefather's sons and sons' sons were now at worﬁg Reve Paul
Knickélbein, & son of the congregation, was there to preach for.the;‘
cangrégation2 jﬁbilant upon its 85th anniversary, én Dctober421,-1973a

In 1978, Pastor Toepel ended his labors an@.joined His Lord in the
eternal Jerusalem of Hea&en& Pastor Duane Ersfa& became the new and pres—
ent pastor of erusalem, -On Dctober,S;“1978,-he'énﬂhtgg_other 330 Jeru-
salem communicants and their familieé observed Jerusaiem?s 90th anniversary.
Another son of the congregdtlon, Pastor Charles Clarey, preached on I

: #}SQ. ls1l=-5, and followlng the serv1ce a noon dlnner Iollowed. Ai the

dinner, "a former dispaicher for the Milwaukee police department served



as emcee and kept the crowd in stitches with humorous incidents fron the
baste All thoge mn attendance en]oyed thig unusual opportunlty for fel-

lowuhlp.“ (The Northweqtezn Lutheran, February 4, 1979, pg45)

The emcee of that dlnnen'was unnahed in the above s¢ghted publlcatwon*
1t is that emcee who is the sub ject of this paperg this blographyo '

Silver, golden, dlamond Jubilepsﬂ nlStOflC&ig commemﬂratlve edltlonﬁ
are pr1nted and we read more about pa&%orsg principlesy: and even archﬁm
techts, but 1aymen seem to be relegated to their place in pictures and
1dent1flcat10ns of those pictures., while it is true that the "feet of
them that breach the Gospel of peace"m are beautiful, ang while we do' €
%pect and hold in esteen such greast leaders sent by the Lord, they are
obv1ously not the only ones that make up & congregationts history.

Pastors come and pastore g0, pr3§1pals come and prlnolpals go, pTo-
fessors aid ang professors cease from aldlng, this can be seen 1n Jerum
salemts history. But we sometimes  forget that laymen are very 1nstrumentk
al in all of the history of a congregation. This was essential to the
1980 Mission Seminar of the W1scon51n Lutherdn Seminarys we are B
laborers, pastor - principal - laymen, together with God, That is t;ue to
the history of Jerusalem, this pillar church of the Wisconsin Synod. Py

If this paper is to have a thesis, let it Be thiss while the lives and
labors of called church workers are 1mportant, are hlstorlcally 1nterestm
ing, and evoke our praise, respec%, aeknowledgment and recognition, the

lives and labors Df the faithful laypenson ought deserve the same -

The pplipose then of this paper is to carry that thesis out 1n rem-

gards to that 90t anniversary dinner emcee, a laymang a pillar of Jerye



salem in his own rlght, 8 flfty ~plus year member, a man whose name is

Henry W. Kresnicka.

I. Childhood and Church

Hgnry W. Kresnicka was born on July 2, 1903 in a house located about
14th énd Lloyd Streets within the Czek-Bohemian secti@n of Milwaukee;
Henry's father , Joseph (d. L934); cane from Pragueglhis m@ther,'Margarm
et (d; 1952), came from Munich. He was the third ‘child gﬁhlr& of elght)
born?&o the family. He was named Henry after a matinee' movie star thry
B, Waﬁhel, without a middle name., Later the "W" was added at the time of
his bé.ptisma Henry's siéier, Margaret, dubbed him with the middle néme,
Warren, a name she especially 1ike&,'

Henry had a typical childhood for itsAtime, a childhood that he him-
sélf considered to be a'nice one. Along with Francis, Jbseph {d. 1904),
Mildred, Libby, Margaret, Julia, and Angel'ineS Henry grew up in an Eﬁgw
lish speaking home because that's whai young Amerlcans spokeﬁ Thoughl
vhls parents both spoke German, they were tra1n1ng thelr chlldren for 1ife
here in the ngwcountryD

E@ucation in %be"first two decades af this cen%ury usually eﬁded, for
manyy with graduation from grammar school. That wés Henry's sducation.
He graduated in 1917. But much of higiedpcation wés learned iight at home.
from his pa_rents, Henry's fatheg.was baaigally a kindhearted , fun-lov-
ing person. He was tough, but soff_hearted, He taught his children les-
- sons in respect for elders and éovernment and diScipline, discipline that
was stern., yet kind. But one thing that was missing in.the Kresnicka
home was any religioué training at éllo»

Henry's parents were open minded about religion. His mother had: been



-confirmed a Catholic, his'father was really nothing. Both parents cguld
be lébeléafhs "free-thinkers', They had been married by a justice of fha
péace, which wasn't really all that common in thoseAdays of a religiously
orignted society@" Religién was something that wasn't dié@ouraged, bﬁt
_neifher encourageds religion was never criticized in the home. Butbnoﬁe
of the children were baptized as children and no Bible graced the Krésm
nicka home., About as close as religion came to the hausehol&; was: in the
'song 0 Hély Night" which papa Kresnicka loved to sing as he sang to his
children, | |

Sémeﬁhing;ihat I believe that was very uncommon to a typical Milﬁaukee
boy‘s.childhood would be the fact that a hausehold‘which was not oppbsed'b
church never attended one at all, eve;h Henry doesntt remember evenjbeing
inside a church during his'childhoo%&earse In fact, Henry remembers a
family, some neighbors by the name of Schuhburg] who attended a Lutheran
Chufch on the corner of 6th and Concordiae. Henfy usea to sit and Vatch tie
Schuhburgs go to and come from church in th%p Sunday best. iHe vie%ea
tﬁe Schuhburgs as~niqe, bard werking people who seemed torenjoy this week-
ly event, and Henry thoﬂght, "This is something I'd like to hgve@"' But
it was only a thought, a thdught that Henry never shared with anyone%ﬁack
thene. |

As a boy, Henry thought about God, aé do most people. His thoughts
were these: "I had an awe and reverence for God. But we didn't use the
naﬁe of Jesus." As a boy, Henry's contact with the church was practiyally
nil, But thatfwould;change'aS‘Hpnry reéchgd the courtship stage of his

life.

II; Wife and Work



Somewhere towards the end of the summer of 1927, Henry ﬁe%.hiﬁ wifem
to-be, his "Helinka™ (as his parents called ner) at Lincoln Phark beach
and ended up that day at a: dance inA%hé Pavillion in Garfield Park {then
ﬁaile& Pabst Park)g Neeél@ss:tm say, Henry guickly gat her phone nuﬁberg
because he enjoyed her company and appreciated the fact that she came from
8 nice, wellwrﬁn and, digﬁiplin@@ homqﬁﬁﬁpaﬁ she was & wholesome girl.

What followed?or H@nry'and:hiﬁlnaw found love, Helen, were what Henry
called, “beautiful sweethemrt days”, days of poems, flowers, hikes, ?icm '
niGﬁQYfriEﬁﬂS and finally even churche. Wednesdays and Satufdaysg‘majbe av-
en Sundays, were ‘date’ days. then the mid-week A&vént services ﬁ?? iQé?_

Astarfe& at Jemusalemg Helen suggeste&'“gogﬁg to church® on their‘wéaﬁe§¥
déy night date. Henry agreed.

Perhaps a number of thiﬁgs played into Henry's descision to go into a
church for the first time; to go there with his Helen. Helen's parents?®
reaction to their daughter dating an unchufche& fellow was nevex*vaiée& o
Henry or ever mentioned, but Henry had anfeeliﬁg that they would prefer hin
not on the outside of Helents life-long éhurchg Jerusalem, but on the in-
side. Helen never pushed Henry,though, but on one occasion Helen mentiocn-
ed that she felt badly that he wasu't Lutheran. Henr y had a bhurting
thought, he told ma;ihe thought that the‘wnr& "heathen” was not goéd@ _

So they went to church that‘A&vent eve, and satnon the south side of !
the church (where they still sit %oaay)g Henry fhoroughiy enjoyed. the
service, And afier the service, Henry méﬁ ﬁeve Henry Gieschen, Jr.
Gileschen®s eyes 1it up and he said té ﬁelén‘s beau, "Just call me Henry."

- That broke any remaining ice, Hgnry;started going to church reguiariy, ard
the walking didn®t seem to bother him as he é%ten&e& church, went to parks,

and made a day of it on Sundays. Henryts parents, by the way, thought all



of ‘this wag~fineofor their soms . B

The couple became engaged and after a. years ' eungagement they weré _
married. on Henry's birthday, July 2, 1929, "The house étill stands wheral
they wejé wed ii‘ﬁaé thé'parsonage of‘Hen'ry‘Giééélfn.ensv the Qed&iﬁg was
in his study. Eelenés brother and fianceéi.stood up for them ¢ and
later they for them in tha same rooma-\???m their present home at 4&0
Ee Chambers, the Kresnickas can still sit oﬂkheir porch or look out the
window and see ﬂhe oidg ermef'parsénage and the window ﬁ® the TOOMm ﬁhere
they wed. It was a joyous day for them. in 1929 as they became & new famm
ilys Perhaps .even a more joyous day was when Henry became a member of the
LordSs forgiven family through the saorament of Holy Baptism, on & déy‘
less than two years before the wedding. It was on March 8, 1927 in the
presence of church officers E. J. Wegner and Wm. Simmons with Viela Gros—
@@f and Margaret Kresnicka present that Henry was bapfizea; He and his
sister were instructed, both baptized and confirmed by Pastor Gieschen.
Margaret (do 19795 became veryvdear to Henry as the Word of God and the
Savior became very dear to both brother and sister. Henry:iooks back at
all of the circumstances that led him to bis Lord and %o his J‘émsai%
today, and he can only thank the Lords It was Helen who led him to %he
churcﬂﬁub it was:thé Holy Spirit Who through the Word grabbed! him and with
Df:wi%hout his wife-to~be Henry would havé?‘as he claims, gone on to be
instructed, bap%ize&,and confirmed., But Henry was blessed with both wifte

and the Word.

As to wark,'Henry remembers working for a nickle an hour {($1.50 a
day) in fields as a boy., He worked ag an errand boy, and clerks-as de~

livery man for Harley-Davidson, and inspector for the Wisconsin Audit



Beaureau; as cashier for Swiff and Ce., and blacksmi%h for Ward and Allens
.as ticket agent for a freight and passenger éhip servieeg.aﬁdfﬁihally?

as a ﬁolicemani beginning January 8, 1930 (according to po]iee reéords}
This last job was his lifes main emplﬁymen%g w1th 1% he supparted hls famxm'
1y and church, from it he retire after 38 years on the forcep‘ Henry was a
top~-noteh dlspabcher_far the Milwaukee Police Departmenﬁ@ Having waike@

a beat, and dlrected traffic Henry climbed as high as he could go befor i
the step of sezgeante But advancement was nat Tirst in his lifeg thaﬁ was
his ng1or, and church, and family., He even turned down the p051t10n of
a531stanﬁ chief dispatcher so that he wouldn®t have to w;ﬁk nights en-
abllng him to best serve those first things in his life to the ultimate

use of his capabilities, and gifts, and time. The Lord had truly guide&

this son thTOUgh faith in the Son.

IT. Music and Missions
When ﬁénry officially, retired from the police force on Wovember 12,

1968, retiring with recognition from the police chief and Mayor, Henry
also retired with recognition by an article in the Milwaukee Journale On
Sunday, November 3, 1968, the art10199 “Santa.Retlres, but Not From
Band," by Henry L. Nowton, appeared with a brief sketch of Henry, his life
and his different roles. One of his roles was that of a musician. The
Journal writer reportss

In & musical role, Kresnicka has appearedi in Pub-

lie hundreds of %imes. He joined the {olice)band

30 years ago as a tenor soloist. For 19 years he

was a member of fthe police department quartet.

As band manager, he has been master of ceremonies at

concerts and progrems and has led community sing-

ing. When the Milwaukee Arena opened in April,

1950, he led 12,000 people in song.
As a membex of the Milwaukee chapter of the Sociew



ty for the Preservation and Encouragement of
Barbershop Quartet Singing in America, Inc.,

he pioneered; the annual "Barbershop Harmony
Under the #tars® programs at Washington Park,

and was chairman of the Tirst 13 of them. He al-
s¢ frequently performed as master of ceremonies
song leader or member of one of the groups.

»HHénry had'iphefited a love far’mUSie back in his youth.from a father
who loved to sing and'piay the-accordion, and from three sisters who play-
ed the pianc. He put.talents inte and love for musie natvuhiy in the
publi&gs eye\in that good work but alsc in some épecific Kingdom work
withiﬂ one of our missions.,. |

Péstor Paul Knickelbein, & son of Jerusalem, was called to be ﬁissionm
ary té the inner ecity st. Philliys mission (then kngwn as.nivine Ghafity)u
Tﬁe mission was meeti@g in an abandone&.chufch located atABth and Mein- -
ecke, back in 1942, Pastor Knickelbein contacted ﬂenry, his friend and

aquainiance from his membership days at JTerusalem, he wanted a cheir to

"

get started at Stw~Phi11ip?so Hgnry answered this informal but.important
call, - |

Henry came and got a choir organized. It consisted of about 15
people 8s an average, on and off. Henry ﬁsed to have the rﬁhearsalsion
Sunday afterx’loonsa He made a go of it, and worked as best as he could, - .
He brought hisbtwc iyyoung:x daughters, Arlene and Judy; with whom the :
Lord had blessed theékréSBickas, and'tﬂey played the piano for him. His
girls also played for the services at St. Phillip's, and later gknry
supplied an unﬁsed, portable Qrgah which belonged to the police depart-
ment, for the beautification of the services: in the mission..

Henry remembers some of the problems that he had to cope with as he

started that chbir from seratch. The people weren't too familiar with



Lutheranism, 80 Lufheran thorales werens+t sungy but neither were the wesl
spirituélistic scngs.;iﬁénry stiuck the happy medium by teéching the rathm
er basie hymhs,.Iively songs, an& "some gospeln songs, Things pro%
gressed with the Lard:sjhelpg‘ Henry recalls one manAthaﬁ ¢aused a few
probiems, the man came one day t0 sing after he had_"ﬁipped a few too manm"
but Henry could deal with such situations, .

Ste Phillip*s hag Telocated in the old st, Mat?hewﬁs building at 10t
and Garfieid, but that location soon gave way to tﬁe West Freeway Plan,
When the congfegaﬁion moved to its present location, on the corner ofllsﬁ
and EQ'Chambers, Henry ceaseqd his choir director career, 4Yg pig Pasgﬁ
.Milioh Burke,vwhOSe children Henry’s daughiers baby sat, farewell ang ‘the
‘éhoir was in other hands, Henry said,%hatihéya“felt Teal proud of what
bhe had in that little choip,o I'm sure the Lord who blessed his iabors
| waslpréud too that His Word Wés being‘proclaimed by that 1ittle choir.

The Lord‘had blessed the Kresnickas ywith their talenti in musie andg fhe
Church through‘thatm And while Henry claims he had 1ittle taléﬁt in musiec
and that it was only self taught, it was really a gift which the Lorg had

given him to bless him ang others through that gift,

IV, Service ang Suﬁrender"

Henry, along with the rest of his fémily? put “thag ﬁusical talents to
work in 3erusalem congregation also, 'For'genryg ﬁith shift changes ang
other circumstancess saysﬁthai he was only able to get 16 to 18 years in
45 a membex of the mixed choir§ His ﬁife stiil belongs@ But music wasn'#
his only fielg of service, Ghristian educafion was BIG with Henry,

Both of his daughtersﬁwent all the way through Jerusalem's school.,

While they did s Henry serveg three, three year terms on the board of edum‘



ot
A

cétione Henry rememhers the . old schools the tine he and others out din o
long hours on bands and knees THfJnithﬁg the Tloowsy the time that h@e

because of gsome city f@gujatTORS, saw t@ it that ih@ SGhOOlQS bQWllng al-

aé%imn; He remembers the time when he angd Q%hers had to mcve.the desks
and eguipment of the 01d school over %o Divipe Charz%y?a Basement for
8chool while the E&W'$Chﬁél was being %u11ﬁ° the work was érduous, bolt
heads were: missing, desks were varnished in, but painting %hé little chaips
washengoyablﬁg He r@members the time during WWIT when he scrounged up |
some plplng to nake cqbt racks for the childrenss céatse 14 ne remem
bers the happy days of the 6aymlnng sehool pienics when he'd bring a

" police musical combo and cnter%alned at Current ﬁark»

The i nctlvailan for all of this work and experlencing was found in the
fact that ° enly realized how Jmporfant as Ghrl stian education was, He
badn't had it, - Being insfructed later in 1ife, Henryt s love for God's
Nor&fprompied him to see that cnlidren had wh at he dign‘t, ﬁe loved chil-
dren and whatts more, I believe, he loved childrents souls, He xnew that
they needed God®g Word, the lorg that he considered to be, nMg refreshment
- thatis always needed and welcome, ” |

Henry was happy to see the completion of the new school in 1954, a
s5chool which he had helped plan for. As his daughierh left the grade
school, Henpy ended his years on Jerusalem's bhoarg of educatlong But his
interest in Chpis tnan educailon dldnﬁﬂ end ag-allm Henry went on to
serve as gz delegate to the W1s@un31ﬁ Lutheray High School deiegatlohsv
He may be retireg from that nowg but he stlll serves on the ”h@uae COMm
mitteen fopr Various activities at the high school, super¥iging %i¢ke%s, etoe

He also functiong yet as a reliable man who'll do phone contact work foyr
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Henry’s Served hig Lord ang Society ipn nany differenﬁ Vayss . He. pep e
being offered 5 warehoyuge full op ouﬁmmadéd.iadieg glovesgz Henfy %gok it
upon himself to unlogg that carge into his‘garage_and basementg From thaﬁ
point on pe becane 4 suppiieﬁ'af,gloves for Pastor Schroeder”s Use in the
Specig] mimistriesy to Bethesgg Home ipn Wétertcwn, to the Jewigh Womén%@

thrify store, ang to our Milwaukee Federationis thrif shops, ‘ﬁenxy sti13

has a fey dozen Pair lefy, The ”welcoﬁe refreshment” of Gogig Word‘was
-evidéﬁtly naurishing Henfy himself“and the fruits.g the light shining in
the world also, wag Seen in’Henfyfs Concern ang kind actionéf

Probably One servié@ %hat'éenry rendereé Will be the nost remembered;hr
many in Milwaukees his role ag Santa, 01z in the Mdlwaukee Ghris%mas‘Parﬁ'
a&e@ The Journg1 Teporter, ip the bef@re mentioneg article, says;~

The 1ole which pe has been Seen by ihe largest
Dumber op beople, prcbably@ is Santa Claus,
Kresnicks has the builg for it ang also the (520%
going Personality, At leagy 13 times ne has
been the jally, Ted=-coagted man in the sleigh

tWo he 1g talking s¢ famiiiarly about g Childig
family and friends that there jg 16 daoubi i, the
Joungstertg mind that this ig Teally si, Niek,
After the barade he would burry over fo the
nilwaukee Children?s Haspitalﬁ quietly confer witp
the nurses ahoyt identitiesg then Vieit wity

each Chilég addressing him op her by name and
Wanting 4o knOW'why'he hadn®+ seen the chilg

in the Crowd down on the avenue,

Now Henry realizeg that many a gogg Tutheran may have lookeg upon his
role ag Santa with a bit of gues%ioningﬁn theirp minds as to the aPPro-—-
Priatenessg of thai role, Henyy merely answerg thaﬁ.h@ was not troubleg

in hig conseience? and loved 4q help in nany g helplegs siﬁuation, eBPEC-
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ially in regard to his Childreniy Hospital visiting, He hopes that no of-
fense was given or taken. A1l in all, one. has %o see, this kind man's,

this believing man*s, heart as it reached out,

Aé'far as his service to the ¢ity ag g policeman, the records are sesgl
ed in the archives of Cify ﬁailﬁ Byt this can be said, Henry was instru-
mental in, and cited for Ehé apprehen&lon of the culprets in a $45, JOO
bank robbemy, - fhat was blg money back in the 50vs, He did a fine Job on
the case as dlspatgher» There was really only one "black mark”9 as ﬂenry
calls it, in his sérvioeo He teils about the time in 1934 when servmng as
a traffic"éop, SergeantkWaasel“ tagged him with & regulation v101atlone
Henry was charged with not raising his sgnal arm to the required 45
angle and hurrying the pedestrians across too fast, Sergeant "Weasel® lat:
e became: g very close friénde

Henry's service to the police department was curtailed when in 1963 he
was knocked to the ground suffering a concussion and contusions Whlle ine
vestigating a double parked car that was blocking the traffic, gb was
off duty. The driver of the car sped away when asked %o _produce his 11scenaa
and Henry flew to the pave@ento He recovered, but not completely, and g
minor stroke in 1967 brought about the end of his service to the departn

ment,

As a Christian_fathér and hﬁsbénd, Henry served his family, with Helem»
to raise two daughters wha‘continﬁe to merve %he Lord. Arlene, who mar—
ried Ralph Bleichvv;ehly Pastor Bleichwehl's sony lives up in 6shkosh and is
a memben of our Grécé cohéregationvtheree Judj‘lives in New Ulm,VMinnm_li

esota and teaches organ; piancsand music at Dr, Martin Luther College,
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jally in regard %o his Children’s Hospital visiting. He popes that no of-
fense was given or taken. All in all, one has to see, this kind man's,

this believing man’s, heart as it reached out.
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a traffic%éop, SergeantYWeaéel” tagged him with s regulation violatiéne
Henry was charged with not raising his sgnal arm tc the required 450'
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vestigating a double parked car that was blocking the traffic. ﬁb was
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ment.

As a Christian_fathér and hﬁsbénd, Henry served his family, with Helem_
to raise itwo daughters whaicontinﬁe to serve the Lord. Arlene, who mar—
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esota and teaches organ,:piancsand music at Dr. Martin Luther College.
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While Henry doesn®t get around as well as he used o, Helen makes up for
it with service in the choir, Ladies® Guild, LWMS, Bethesda Home organiza-
" tion, and an institute for the blind, Both Kresnickas ser&e& and serve: .
as th;g ior&’mo#e& and mqtivated them, serving as lights in the churéh and
world around theg;vthat the Father was glorified through them. |

To use a euphamism, Henryﬂ is in the fwilight of his years now. As he
looks back, he says, "My life's been interesting and satisfyings but no-
thing‘%hat I shouid wave g lot of flags about.” By those words Henr& sur—-
renders all glory to the Lord, nct 1o himéelf for his accomplishmenté. He
is adémant on this,ppinte He alsc surrenders the rest of his life on earts
to the Lord's care, guidence and providence with a firm {rust, trusiing
in Him and the merits of Jesus: for his eternal life.

As for his mother congrega%ion;,ﬁenry gurrenders her future to the Loml
also., He told me that he thinks about Jerusalem's fuiure a lot. He says,
“Jerusalem will continue as long as the walls stand. The neighborhdod may
someday be rebuilt, but for now we need backyard missionaries like Paul.
Knickelbeiny Gary Scroeder, Jim Witd, and Duane Erstad. - I believevthat i
will be a more>héartbreaking or trying eras ahead for Jerusalem. Bu# we:
have to teach Lutheran, I didn't know any better until it was taughf mes -
And if it's ftavght 1it'11 dependioh good, strong, dedicated pastor#,-ﬁeachw
érs and councilmen. — Wetre dealing with mixed people now and we can't B
patronize them, just be genuine and sincere and give what we've gote The
old German core 1eft» isn't quite ready yet, but its changing. We“ve‘got
Lewis and S%ingly now (tw; blacks church officefs) who reﬁden*ex¢ellent.
éervice which pleaseé me, the church and I'm sure , %hé Lord.™ |

As for the school, on Maren 30, 1980, Paim Sunday; a merger was voted

on and passed for beginning a Jjoint échool.effcrt between St. Phillip's.
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and Jerusalem congregations; beginning in the fall of 1980; Henry voted
yes to the issue and says, "We dl& it in $the 50°'s when we built the new
school. It411 work with the Lord's bless;nga Perhaps disaipline will be
a p:oblem to watch'outlforg' But any proileﬁs that maf arise we'll jﬁst haw
to be prepared fto meet and meet %hem-acaordingly.“ He surrendérs the fut-

ure of the school, his dear school, to the Shepherdﬁs care.

Conclusion -

Henry We Kresnicka has‘been blessed with a marriage Which.is NOW g0~
ing oﬁ 51 years. Henry Wy Kresnicka, like Spurgeon, the English preacher,
smokes a good (Havanah) cigar to the glory 6f the Lord. Hénry We Kresnick@
& devoted policeman, band leader, tenor, board member fathery: husband,
Santa 6léusg and above ally, Christian, is a man who has an uncanny, re-
markable love for his congrega&ion,'and~féllow believers. He talks a lot
about the ties, the'closenessg the fellowship, the "familymfeeling”'he
haé and enjoys when he meets fellow members, éynoﬁhembers and Christians,

Henry Ws Kresnicks and his 1ife_cou1d well be summarized by a paras=:
graph which Oscar J. Naumann, then president of the Wisconsin Evangglicai
Lutheram Synod, addressed to Jerusalem in a ietter-dated.September 13,

1978 upon Jerusalem's 90+th énnivefsaryg. The letter read° "By His grace
we are God's people, It is He that has made us and not we ourselves. We
are the divinely guided and richly pasturedzsheep of the Good 8hepherd,"
How truly that fif the life of the emcee for that celebration's dinner.

‘Henry We Kresnicka, you won't: find that name in any of the anniversary: -
books or even specifically in the 90th anniversayy.értiele. But he was
there, for fifty-two years he“s.been there in Jerusalemgs'hiétory, He

and his life have lived up to and served in the Iight of his confirmatiom



"Verﬁesgiven hin back in.l?QT; é:veré@ewhich was. in the frnnt bf the churcih
garnishing.the wéllvaround the altérg which in 1963 was painted over, the
Versé of QGSUS:g: "Euam;ihe ﬁine? yé are the bﬂﬂncﬁeSg ﬁe that abideth in
me,'aﬁd I in him, the same bfiﬁge%h forth much fruit: for without mé‘yé

can do nothing.®™ John 15:5
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