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THE FOURTH OF JULY — Independ-
ence Day ought to be a day of thanksgiv-
ing, especially for the religious liberty we
enjoy in the United States of America.
Many of our forefathers came to these
shores for the express purpose of being
able to worship and to bring up their
children according to the dictates of their
conscience bound by the Word of God.
Thank God for that freedom! May he in
his grace preserve it for us and for our
children and grandchildren!

DISTRICT CONVENTIONS — During
these weeks conventions of the ten dis-
tricts in our Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran
Synod are concerning themselves with
the Lord's business. Lay delegates from
each congregation, pastors, and male
teachers review the reports of some 40
synodical boards and commissions and
then make recommendations to the
Synod, which will meet in August 1981.

Special attention is given to the work
being done within the respective dis-
tricts. Services, devotions, and the Lord's
Supper strengthen and edify the dele-
gates and cement the bonds of fellow-
ship. Essays which are read and dis-
cussed provide an opportunity for joint
study of Christian doctrine and practice.
District officers and boards are elected
to carry on the business of the district
for the next two years.

These conventions help to preserve
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace within our Synod. We ought to
remember them in our prayers.

STATISTICS — Uninteresting! That
is the reaction often produced by sta-
tistics. But there is nothing uninterest-
ing about the Statistical Report for
1979 recently issued by the Synod's
statistician, the Rev. David Worgull.

The Synod’s baptized membership of

405,512 with 306,995 communicants
represents precious souls. [t represents
fellow believers who have joined hands
with us to do the Lord’s work. The 4
percent increase over last year's bap-
tized total represents 1602 flesh and
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blood human beings whom we can
acknowledge as brothers and sisters in
Christ.

Congregations number 1135, an in-
crease of 98 over the past five vears.
They are served by 963 pastors. An
additional 138 ordained men serve as
missionaries, professors, and execu-
tives. Christian day schools total 359,
with 30,076 of the Savior's lambs
taught by 1455 teachers. The 3081
adults confirmed are not cold statisties
but the evangelism efforts of many
WELS members.

The $69.4 million contributed for all
purposes, an average of $226.22 per
communicant, and the $10.6 million
given for synodical purposes, an aver-
age of $34.91, are fruits of faith offered
by thankful hearts in order to share
the message of salvation with others.

The report contains individual sta-
tistics for every congregation and a
wealth of additional information. Cop-
ies of the 110-page report are available
at cost — $2.50. Send checks pavable
to WELS to the attention of Mrs. Ruth
Stern, 3512 W. North Ave.. Milwaukee.
WI 53208.

LUTHERANS IN THE SOVIET UNION
— A recent report by the Lutheran
World Federation brings the information
that more than 60 Germanspeaking Lu-
theran congregations are registered and
recognized by government authorities
in the USSR. In addition, Christians of
German Lutheran descent meet in well
over a hundred other places. Many are
in the former Baltic states of Estonia.
Latvia. and Lithuania. Others are in the
Caucasus region between the Black
and Caspian Seas, where the czar invited
German colonists to settle in the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries. Still
others are in the Central Asian Repub-
lics and Siberia. There are Finnish Luth-
eran communities in Leningrad and
Petrozavodsk.

The largest Lutheran congregation in
the USSR is in Kraganda. Kazkhstan. in
Central Asia. It has over 3000 adult

(Continued on page 223)

The Lord our God be with us,
as he was with our fathers:
let him not leave us,

nor forsake us. I Kings 8:57
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Salute to John Leland Among the liberties we
count up and cherish on
every July 4 not the least are the religious freedoms
secured usin this land by Amendment One of the Consti-
tution which in part declares: “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of religion or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof.” Among the well-known
leaders who labored to supply us this guarantee should
be included the usually forgotten Baptist preacher,
John Leland.

Almost two centuries ago, when the proposed Consti-
tution was up for ratification by the states, strong oppo-
sition by “antirat” forces developed in Virginia, chiefly
because of the absence of a bill of rights. Mason and
Henry headed this opposition, but it was Preacher Le-
land who turned the opposition into a force for good.

In Orange County, Leland ran as an “antirat’” candi-
date for the state constitutional convention. His “rat”
opponent was James Madison, one of the chief authors
of the proposed Constitution. Their contest involved
more than a choice between two men. If Madison were
defeated, ratification in Virginia might fail and the in-
fant nation might be confronted by a very grave
problem.

On this crisis, Madison sought a meeting with Le-
land. Leland withdrew from the race when Madison
agreed to press for the addition of a bill of rights. The
rest is history.

Shortly thereafter Leland moved to the New England
area. He lived long enough to participate in the fight to
end religious establishment in Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts.

His self-chosen epitaph reads: “Here lies the body of
John Leland, who laboured 1754-1851 to promote piety,
and vindicate the civil and religious rights of all men.”

Edward C. Fredrich

The Trend Is Still Growing The new Stylebook
for The Milwaukee
Journalhasruled that so-called courtesy titles for wom-
en should be dropped unless needed to distinguish be-
tween spouses named in a single story. Hence, Miss,
Mrs., and Ms. will become rarities in the Journal.

The reason for the change? “It was in keeping with
the growing trend toward treating sexes equitably. To
emphasize a woman’s sex and her marital status in
every reference in a story by repeatedly calling her Mrs.
or Miss, while a man is referred to by his last name only,
is not treating the sexes alike.”

If Mrs. Rosalyn Carter, for example, is referred to
simply as Carter when her husband is not involved in
the news story (e.g., “Carter spoke to the newspaper
editors’), thereis likely to be some confusion, at least for
a while.
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But more important than the potential confusion, and
more important than the loss of the sense of courtesy
that men naturally feel for women is the fact that we
have another indication that the elimination of distinc-
tions between sexes is still being pursued.

There are still other “discriminations’ to be removed
if the sexes are to be treated “equitably.” In our society
the woman still takes the man’s name in marriage; the
children still bear their father’s family name. The wife
is still generally expected to move where her husband’s
work takes him. Will the ERA people continue to accept
these “inequities’?

The movement to eliminate sex distinctions is still “a
growing trend.” It is likely to put Christian women un-
der increasing pressure to conform to standards of mod-
ern social action. The Christian woman for whom Ruth
speaks, “Whither thou goest, I will go, and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge,” will more and more become an
alien in our American culture. It will become ever more
uncomfortable for a Christian wife to consider herself
as her husband’s helpmeet, and to acknowledge her
husband as her head. A Christian bride will need an
extra measure of devotion to God’s ways if she is to
declare that she will not only love, honor and cherish,
but also obey her husband.

We have not seen the last of the challenges to the
family relationship God has established.

Carleton Toppe

It would be pretty
hard for a parish
pastor to find fault with members of his flock who, upon
rising on Sunday morning, say to one another, “Let’s go
to church today.” He spends a good deal of his time
encouraging just that sort of thing. Yet the suggestion
reflects an attitude which is less than ideal, and it
should really not be heard in a Christian home.

What makes it less than ideal is that church attend-
ance on the part of professing Christians should be a
foregone conclusion rather than a conscious decision.
When a conscious decision is made to go to church,
churchgoing automatically falls into the category of
things that are optional.

Attending church does not appearin the Scriptures as
an optional activity. One of the Ten Commandments
relates to it, and other passages specifically encourage
it, like Hebrews 10:25: “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is.” Excuses
for nonattendance are a dime a dozen, but Scriptural
support for it defies the most careful research.

Legalistic measures can overcome it to a degree, and
gimmicks can be devised to combat it, but nonat-
tendance and irregular attendance reflect in general a
faulty attitude.

The Psalmist’s happy exclamation, “I was glad when
they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord,”
is almost the same thing as saying, “Let’s go to church
today.” But not quite. The Psalmist’s attitude removed
the option.

Optional Church Attendance

Immanuel Frey
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Gospel Gems from
The Revelation to John

“He that overcometh, the same
shall be clothed in white raiment;
and I will not blot out his name out
of the book of life, but I will con-
fess his name before my Father,
and before his angels” (Revela-
tion 3:5).

In comparing the two letters that
Jesus had John write to the churches
at Smyrna and Thyatira, we were
given the opportunity to see the rela-
tionship between faith and works. To
Smyrna Jesus said, “Be thou faithful
(full of faith) unto death, and [ will give
thee a crown of life” (2:10). To Thyatira
he wrote, “He that overcometh and
keepeth my works unto the end, to him
will T give power over the nations”
(2:26).

Faith and Works
Faith and works invariably go to-

gether. Good works are the fruits of

faith. They prove that faith is alive
and active. In both Smyrna and Thya-
tira there was strong opposition to the
Christian faith. There were reasons
why faith had difficulty in producing
an abundant harvest of works. In
Smyrna there was poverty and tribu-
lation and opposition from hostile Jews
(2:9). In Thyatira there was false teach-
ing as advocated by the prophetess
Jezebel (2:20-23).

Our reaction may be that neither of
these situations is particularly perti-
nent to our own case. In our congrega-
tion everything is going smoothly. We
have a pastor who Sunday after Sun-
day preaches the pure Word to us. The
enrollment in our Christian day school
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and Sunday school is about what can
be expected. Our budget is in fairly
good shape, considering the economy.
Who could ask for move?

[t may well be our Lord who is look-
ing for more, as he did in Sardis. If our
veligious life has become routine. if
every Sunday morning we settle so
comfortably into our accustomed pew
that after the service is over we do not
know what the Gospel and Epistle
readings were, cannot reproduce the
main thoughts of the sermon, and
have no idea what petitions we laid
before our God in the general and spe-
cial prayers. then we may be in need of
the warning letter which Jesus had
John write to Sardis.

Mere Works

In general, Sardis had been spared
controversy and persecution. It was a
quiet and peaceful congregation — so
peaceful that the members were fall-
ing asleep. They were going through
the motions. Their works were not a
conscious reaction to the grace of God
that was being showered on them
through Word and Sacrament. Their
works were mere routine and form. not
fruits of their faith. Hence the Lord of
the Church must chide: I know yvour
deeds: vou have a reputation of being
alive, but vou are dead. Wake up!
Strengthen what remains and is about
to die. for [ have not found vour deeds
complete in the sight of my God ™ (:3:1.2
NIV).

When we look at our own deeds. so
woefully incomplete in the sight of
God. then we must all acknowledge
that there are far too many things in

our worship and spiritual life that we
do out of habit and routine. We find
ourselves going through the motions.
Itis our hands that are active, and not
our heart. We too need the warning
given to dying Sardis.

But our Lord not only warns: in lov-
ing concern he also offers help. Earn-
estly he pleads, “Remember therefore
what you have received and heard;
obey it, and repent” (3:3 NIV).

Remember Christ’s Forgiveness

When our Lord calls attention to
what we have “received and heard,”
he is obviously directing us to the
Word — that Word which tells us the
unvarnished truth that we are indeed
sinners. lost and condemned, rebels
who justly deserve to die for our many
disobediences. And yet wonder of won-
ders! The Word also tells us that we are
the objects of God’s love, sinners for
whom he has sent his Son to suffer
and die, so that through his blood we
might have forgiveness for all oursins.
That is the glorious message which we
have received and heard and are now
to “obev’ and hold fast. He who does
so will daily repent of his sin and glor-
ifv God by bringing forth fruits meet
for repentance. He will live a life of
aood works. Such a one truly “over-
comes.”

Look Forward to Christ’s Heaven!

But that “overcoming” is not limited
only to the here and now. It has eternal
implications. “He that overcometh,”
Christ promises, “the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will not
blot out his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before my
Father. and before his angels.” The
three promises are essentially one. On
Judgment Day when the “book of life,”
the roll of all the saved. is opened, we
as believers will appear before the
throne in the white robe of Christ's
righteousness, there to hear also our
names read. Before the Father and his
holy angels. ves. before all the world,
(“hrist will declave that by faith in him
we are worthy to enter into the eternal
joy and bliss of his heaven.

Only let us “remember what we
have received and heard.” Until that
areat and glorious day let us “hold fast
and repent.” He who has ears to hear,
let him heanr.

Armin E. Panning
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JULIAN G. ANDERSON

The Principles of the Kingdom of Heaven

Matthew 5:17-6:19

Today we continue with Jesus’ dis-
cussion about the Kingdom of Heaven
in what we call the “Sermon” on the
Mount, and we begin with

Matthew 5:17-48

After giving a portrait of the ideal
citizen of the kingdom, Jesus now pro-
ceeds to discuss the basic principles of
that kingdom. It is important to re-
member that Jesus is speaking to his
disciples (vv. 1,2). He is not telling
them how to become members of his
kingdom. They have become that
through faith in him as their Savior.
He is rather explaining to them how
they are to live as citizens of his king-
dom. In thankful love they will want to
please their heavenly Father and live
according to his will asitis revealed in
his law. As you read, notice first how
different the principles of Jesus’ king-
dom are from the principles of the
world, and secondly that Jesus begins
very appropriately with a discussion
of the Scriptures as the place where
these principles are to be found. In
verse 17 he makes clear his relation-
ship as the Messiah to the Seriptures
(underline and hi-lite “the Law” and
“the Prophets”, which were the two
main divisions of the Seriptures for the
Jews, and the phrase “fulfill them?”).
That last phrase is a most important
point, that Jesus came to fulfill every
prophecy of the coming Savior, and to

JULY 6, 1980

fulfill the Law perfectly as our Substi-
tute. This was a major part of his work.
Notice also his statement on the per-
manency of the law in verse 18, and
how he makes it clear that this is the
basic law of the kingdom in verse 19.

Verse 20 1is a startling statement, for
the Pharisees were models of religious
righteousness, outwardly speaking.
This verse is explained by verse 48,
which is an imperative, “Be perfect!”
(underline.) This statement appears to
exclude every human being from the
Kingdom of Heaven, and does indeed
do just that if we are to be judged on
the basis of our own lives and efforts.
But the Good News Jesus came to
bring as the Prophet was that God has
found a way for every sinner to become
absolutely perfect in God’s sight
through Jesus’ perfect fulfillment of
the law as our Substitute (see 2 Corin-
thians 5:17-21, which refers to Isaiah
53:4-6). Here we see God’s plan of sal-
vation in all its clarity.

In verses 21-47 Jesus discusses cer-
tain selected parts of the Mosaic law
and illuminates their true meaning for
us. As you read this section, bear in
mind that here Jesusis giving his true
interpretation of the law in contrast to
the interpretation of the Pharisees of
his day and all the work-righteous
religions of our day. Observe, for ex-
ample, that Jesus regards the Fifth
and Sixth Commandments as cover-

ing our thoughts and words as well as
our deed (vv. 22 and 25), which makes
all work-righteous religions of no value
whatever, Jesus’ discussion of divorce,
which was also a burning question in
his day, was just as strict (vv. 31,32,
referring to Deuteronomy 24:1).

In his discussion of oaths in verses
33-37, he says that they are unneces-
sary for a citizen of the Kingdom of
Heaven, since we are always bound to
speak the truth. Likewise in his dis-
cussion of retaliation in Exodus 21:24,
Jesus says that this principle of the
Mosaic civil law has no place in the
Kingdom of Heaven.

When we come to verse 43, the com-
mand to “love your neighbor” is found
in Leviticus 19:18, but we find no
command anywhere in the Old Tes-
tament Scriptures to “hate your en-
emy,” so that we must assume that
this was found in the “Tradition of the
Elders” (Mark 7:3), comprising the
interpretations of the ancient rabbis,
which the Jews regarded as part of the
law. Jesus made it clear that such an
interpretation is completely contrary
to Leviticus 19:18 and has no place in
the kingdom (vv. 44-47).

It should also be noted that verse 48
sums up perfectly the picture given in
verses 3-12 of the true citizen on the
Kingdom of Heaven. Finally we must
observe that in every instance where
Jesus quoted some portion of the Mo-
saic law, he followed by saying, “But
I'm saying . . . (vv. 22,28,32,34,39,44),
making it clear that as the Messiah,
God’s Son, he was the giver of the law,
and that his interpretation is therefore
correct. His kingdom is properly the
Kingdom of Heaven and is far more
perfect than anything found here on
earth. Indeed, perfection is its nature

(v. 48). Now

Go to Matthew 6:1-18

Here Jesus is contrasting the con-
duct of the citizens of the Kingdom of
Heaven with that of the Pharisees,
who were the outstanding examples of
religious perfection in hisday. He does
this by citing three of the most com-
mon religious customs or practices of
that day, the giving of alms for the
poor (vv. 1-4), prayer (vv. 5-15) and
fasting (vv. 16-18). He notes that those
who think of themselves as “religious”
people want others to see how religious

(Continued on page 223)
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THE BOOK OF CONCORD

In the History of Our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

The Book of Concord, whose 450th
birthday we celebrated just a fortnight
ago, has played a significant role in
the history of our Wisconsin Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synod. Our subscription
to the Book of Concord in full and in
fact today is a historic position, main-
tained through the decades and deter-
mined in the early years by the gra-
cious guidance the Lord provided the
Synod fathers.

Birth Pangs and
Confessional Struggles

Our Synod was organized in 1850, a
time when stance regarding the Book
of Concord was a cause of sharp con-
flict among Lutherans. In Germany
efforts to unite Reformed and Luther-
an churches and a widespread doctrin-
al indifference in state churches had
divided Lutherans into two distinct
camps. There were the “Old Luther-
ans” who resisted all efforts of union-
ism and indifference to blur confession-
al positions. If possible, these “Old Lu-
therans” struggled to establish free
churches of their own in their home-
land; if necessary, they moved lock,
stock and barrel to America or Austra-
lia. They were unwilling to surrender
even one jot or tittle of the doctrinal
content of the Book of Concord.

“New Lutherans,” on the other
hand, while desiring to remain loyal to
the Book of Concord, were willing to
enter into union with the Reformed.
Even under the most favorable terms,
they risked compromising their confes-
sional position. Beyond the “New Lu-
therans,” there were large numbers of
unionistically and rationistically in-
clined members of Lutheran state
churches very willing to abandon their
confessional position for the sake of
union with the Reformed.

Similar forces were at work in Ameri-
ca. In the one larger association of Lu-
therans in existence at mid-century,
the General Synod, a growing confes-
sionalism within the body gave propo-
nents of the older and laxer position
cause for concern. The result would be
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an all-out attack on the Augsburg Con-
fession and Book of Concord that sur-
faced among Lutheransin Americain
the first decade of our Synod’s history.

That was the situation that pre-
vailed when our Synod was born. The
founding fathers were “New Luther-
ans.” President Muehlhaeuser had
been conditioned by background and
training and temperament to view
“0Old Lutheranism” as a harsh and
loveless barrier to the gathering of
souls. His two younger colleagues,
Weinmann and Wrede, had received at
the Barmen Mission School a training
that was also “New Lutheran” but
that had placed greater stress on the
confessional position.

The First Constitution and
The Book of Concord

When these three men and a few
others met at Granvillein the last days
of May 1850 to organize the Wisconsin
Synod they adopted a constitution pre-
pared by President Muehlhaeuser. It is
surprisingly strong from the confes-
sional standpoint. The section on min-
isterial candidates stipulates that they
must pledge themselves “to the sym-
bols of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church and especially to the Unal-
tered Augsburg Confession.”

A between-thelines reading of the
original manuscript suggests that
there was more at stake than meets the
eye. In that manuscript references to
the Lutheran Confessions are crossed
out and replaced by terms like “pure
Bible Christianity” and “pure Bible
Word.” What happened can be conjec-
tured. Muehlhaeuser’s original consti-
tution may well have contained such
phrases. The amended and adopted
version substitutes the stronger, con-
fessional wordings. The senior seems
to have been persuaded by his juniors
to accept a constitutional statement
that accords due honor to the Book of
Concord. Later on, that senior may
have attempted to have thelast, if unof-
ficial, word by doing some striking
and inserting.

In any event, a better confessional
position was assumed by the infant
synod than might have been expected,
given the circumstances. Man pro-
posed; God disposed.

Response to
Confessional Challenge

The seventh Wisconsin Synod con-
vention meeting at Manitowoc, May
1821, 1856, had on its agenda the mat-
ter of the Definite Platform which had
appeared the previous year. The Plat-
form, the statement of proponents of
lax Lutheranism in the General Synod
which charged the Augsburg Confes-
sion with five distinct doctrinal errors,
was not strictly the business of a syn-
od that did not hold membership in the
General Synod. The Wisconsin pas-
tors, however, wanted to avail them-
selves of this opportunity to assert
their allegiance to the Confessions.

Theresolution is clear and unmistak-
able. The Definite Platform is definite-
ly rejected because “the Unaltered
Augsburg Confession is based on
God’s Word” and because “an accept-
anceof theso-called Platform would be
nothing else but a definite suicide of
the Lutheran Church.”

The fathers may not always have
seen clearly when cooperation with
the Reformed was the issue. Many
may have been “New Lutherans,” but
they were Lutherans. They brooked no
outright attack on their Book of Con-
cord. The Book of Concord was in turn
helping them on to greater clarity.

Confessions — Solid Foundation
or Paper Fences?

When Candidate John Bading in
the Synod’s earliest years was or-
dained at Calumet by President Muehl-
haeuser, the confessional issue was
highlighted. The question was the or-
dination pledge. Candidate Bading
wanted to make his pledge to the Book
of Concord. Muehlhaeuser tried to put
him off with the stock “New Luther-
an” argument that the Confessions
should not become “paper fences” that
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kept people out of the Lutheran
Church. Therecord says that the issue
was debated before the congregation.
The venerable president gave way.
The young candidate had his way
and, in fact, preached on the impor-
tance of the Book of Concord in. the
ordination sermon.

Pastor Bading

A half dozen years later President
Muehlhaeuser would again give way
to Pastor Bading. This time it would be
to turn over the presidency to the
younger, more confessionally inclined
successor who would with like-minded
colleagues such as Adolph Hoenecke,
Philip Koehler, and others remove all
doubt about the Synod’s confessional
position.

At the first synodical convention
over which he presided, President Bad-
ing arranged for an essay on “The Con-
fessional Stand of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod of Wisconsin.” The es-
sayist, Pastor Gottlieb Reim of Hel-
enville, declared flatly: “There can
therefore be no doubt about the fact,
not only that the confession ofthe Syn-
od is Lutheran, but also that the stance
which she takes toward this confes-
sion of hers is Lutheran and that she
as a part of the true Lutheran Church
is faithful to it.”

Atthatsame 1861 convention Presi-
dent Bading in his opening address
pleaded: “We have his Word in truth
and purity. Let us like our fathers hold
fast to it in life and death; if necessary
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sacrifice for it goods and blood, life and
limb and rather suffer all than depart
one hair’s breadth from the truth we
have learned and from our beloved
Confessions.”

Catechism —
Most Widely Used Confession

Among the first constitutional addi-
tions deemed necessary was the stipu-
lation that “every congregation that
joins our Synod thereby subscribes to
the Confessions of the Lutheran
Church, of which especially the Unal-
tered Augsburg Confession and Lu-
ther’s Small Catechism deserve men-
tion, and adopts the latter as the reli-
gious textbook for the young.”

In 1862 and 1863, synodical conven-
tions found it necessary to take steps
againstthe use of “united” catechisms
in place of Luther’s Small Catechism
in certain congregations which con-
tained members inclined to the Re-
formed persuasion. These actions,
however, seem to have taken large
steps toward a solution of the issue
once and for all.

Luther’s Small Catechism has since
then remained “the religious textbook
for the young” in Wisconsion Synod
congregations. It is noteworthy that
this and last year’s anniversaries of
our Confessions should find the Synod
busy at a new Catechism edition.

Time to Stand
And Be Counted

The confessional crossroads was
reached in the late 1860s. Union mis-
sion societies were enlarging their sup-
port of the young Wisconsin Synod
and were at the same time increasing
their demands for a less than totally
confessional position. Matters came to
a head at the 1868 synodical conven-
tion. Boiled down to the essentials, the
issue was full and faithful adherence
to the Book of Concord. Despite finan-
cial considerations, there was little wa-
vering or hesitation. The break was
made.

At the same time the General Coun-
cil, which the Wisconsin Synod had
joined as a constituent member, dem-
onstrated a reluctance to practice what
the Book of Concord preached. The re-
sult was a withdrawal by our Synod
from that body. Of some 50 pastors all
but three concurred in the action. Tests
and trials the Lord provided were hav-

ing good results. The stage was set for
a new era in the Synod’s history.

Confessing the Book of Concord
With Brethren

The beneficial results of the previous-
ly mentioned developments were fel-
lowship with the Missouri Synod and
constituent membership in the Synodi-
cal Conference. These associations
that were achieved in the late 1860s
and early 1870 enabled the Wisconsin
Synod to join with others in a clear
and complete confession of the Book of
Concord for almost a decade.

When in the very next decade the
controversy over election and conver-
sion erupted to sunder the Synodical
Conference, it was Article XI of the
Formula of Concord, as a pure exposi-
tion of Scripture’s doctrine, that en-
abled the Synodical Conference fa-
thers to stand firm for God’s truth.

From Then Till Today

Little more needs be written. The
confessional pathway was clearly
blazed a century ago. It has been our
privilege to follow the blazed trail. It
has been our task to avoid a forgetting
and straying.

By God’s grace there has been such
avoiding. Less than a decade ago our
church body was disturbed by a contro-
versy about the use of the law as a
guide for the life of faith. What should
be done? The Synod at a 1971 general
convention resolved the issue by resort-
ing to Article VI of the Formula of
Concord. It was read in full and it pro-
vided necessary guidance. Once again,
the Book of Concord to the rescue!

Our task is one of remembering and
following. This is relatively easy com-
pared to what was required of the fa-
thers who had to fight the battle and
blaze the trail. Butitis hard enough in
these bad days. Remember the Book of
Concord and follow its lead!

The stress in this writing has been
on the events of a century and more
ago. That does not make the writing
irrelevant in 1980. Way back then the
issues were crystalized and clarified.
Remember them and the Book of Con-
cord! God by his Spirit helped our Syn-
od’s fathers to such remembrance.
May he achieve the same for us! That
is what this confessional anniversary
is all about.

E. C. Fredrich
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Through the Military Services Com-
mittee the members of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod since
1973 have been offering a program of
spiritual services to those of our fel-
lowship who are living and working in
Europe. Two full-time chaplains, Ed-
ward C. Renz and Charles A. Schlei,
have been called to carry out this work
and are stationed in West Germany.
As much as time and resources permit
they also extend their services to neigh-
boring European countries

During two weeks in April of this
year the chairman of the Military Ser-
vices Committee, Mr. Richard Raabe,
and the executive secretary of the Spe-
cial Ministries Board, Mr. Alfons L.
Woldt, were privileged to make a field
visit in Europe. The trip was made
possible to a large extent through the
generosity of an anonymous donor
who underwrote the cost of the field
visit.

On arriving in Germany, the visit-
ing team met with the U.S. Army
Chief of Chaplains at USAREUR
headquarters at Heidelberg, Germany.
The chief of chaplains complimented
the Synod for providing civilian chap-
lains to minister to its members, stat-
ing, “We need all the help we can get.”
He further assured us of the continued
support of his office so that our chap-
lains would be able to go about their
work with a minimum of interference
as a result of military practice and
regulations. On our part we assured
the chief of chaplains that our purpose
in having two chaplains in Europe
was to minister to the spiritual needs
of our own people. Chaplains Renz
and Schei also were present at the
meeting.

On Good Friday, the Saturday fol-
lowing, and on Easter Sunday the vis-
itors shared a most unusual experience.
From previous accounts in the The
Northwestern Lutheran you are aware
that our chaplains have conducted an
annual spiritual retreat at Easter. This
year 117 WELS and ELS members
participated. They came from Italy,
England, West Berlin, Holland, and
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Chaplains Schlei (left) and Renz and the Lt. Herbeck Family

Scotland to gather at Budenheim (near
Mainz), West Germany.

For the services on Good Friday and
Easter we had the use of the local
Evangelical church. Saturday was de-
voted to Bible study and fellowship.
Sunday began with Bible study for
children and adults, followed by an
Easter communion service. Most of
those present received the Lord’s Sup-
per, among them some who had not
had the opportunity for a long time.
After the service the children were
provided with a traditional Easter egg
hunt.

During the week following Easter,
formal meetings were conducted with
our two chaplains and their wives. A
review of our present work and plans
for the future of the WELS ministry in
Europe were discussed. Not too many
changes are anticipated at this time.
What we do anticipateis a regular turn-
over in personnel. Not that the total
number of people served by our chap-
lains will change radically. However,
since our WELS people in Europe gen-
erally spend an average of only three
vears in Europe, the persons served
does change constantly. When we
speak of changing personnel we are

aware that this also applies to our
called chaplains. Humanly speaking,
we can expect our chaplainstoliveina
foreign culture only for a limited
period of time. At our recent meetings
in Europe, plans were made for an
orderly replacing of chaplains so that
our ministry in Europe may not be
interrupted.

To acquaint you with our work in
Europe, we asked our two chaplains to
share some of their experiences. Chap-
lain Charles Schlei, our most recent
civilian chaplain in Europe, describes
the work thus: “Though the work of a
civilian chaplain is somewhat differ-
ent, yet it is basically the same kind of
ministry we carry on at home. Itis still
dealing with sinners and still preach-
ing the same gospel message heard in
our churches in the states Sunday
after Sunday. Preparation for count-
less meetings as found in a congrega-
tion is not necessary, but calling on
members of our Synod, located as they
are in many different places many
miles apart, is just as time-consuming.
Much time is spent on the road, since
our people are scattered throughout
Europe.
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“The needs and problems of our
people in Europe are just like those of
the peoplein the states. Satan has seen
to it that nothing is left at home when
people are assigned to Europe. Thus
there are times when the advice and
the counsel of a pastor are urgently
needed. We are happy, with God’s
help, to provide that counsel. There are
children to be baptized and instruction
classes to be held for young and adults.
What a privilege to be able to provide
these services for our people in Europe!
To bring a little child into God’s king-
dom of grace through holy baptism is
a wonderful privilege here in Europe,
too.

Easter

Egg
Hunt

“Many of our readers who have been
" in the service know the expression tell
it to the chaplain. That is still true.
Many a time people still want to tell it
to the chaplain, your civilian chaplain.
It has happened several times that
people, finding out that we are chap-
lains, wish to speak to us about some-
thing that troubles them even though
they are not of our faith. A guard atthe
gate of a camp may ask why we want
to go inside. When he is told that we
are chaplains, he may ask that we stop
to see him when we leave. He has a
problem he would like to discuss with
us. We do our best to help them whe-
never we can. Many are astounded to
find that we chaplains are sent by our
church body to serve the members of
our own church in the service in Eu-
rope.

“Every service we conduct is a com-
munion service. The people who regu-
larly attend our services are therefore
able toreceive the Lord’s Supper every
month. Many, of course, are not able to
attend because of duty, distance, or
lack of transportation. During the week
we try to visit as many of these as
possible. It takes several weeks to visit
all the different areas.

JULY 6, 1980

“The names of new people who come
to Europe are sent us by our Special
Ministries Board through the Military
Services Committee. These people are
contacted as promptly as possible,
since we want them to know they have
a chaplain of their Synod present in
Europe. We want them to know we will
be able to serve their needs, even
though it may be to a limited degree.”

Chaplain Edward Renz, our senior
chaplain who has served us in Europe
for eight years, summarizes our minis-
try in Europe this way:

“When we think of our fellow Chris-
tians who are serving in the military
or who for various reasons are living
overseas, we refer to them as members
of the Church of Europe.

“Suppose your profession suddenly
transports you to another country some
5,000 miles from your home and famil-
iar surroundings. What would youmiss
the most? While the answers vary
greatly, the thing a child of God would
miss the most would be the home
church with its regular worship ser-
vices. Though the military does a good
job providing various services for its
personnel and a company will provide
a home for the family it sends to other
countries, it cannot supply you with
your home pastor, your home congre-
gation, the Christian day school, the
Sunday school, the catechism instruc-
tion classes, and the like. That’s where
we chaplains come in.

Service at Nuremberg

“How many of our Synod’s people
are in Europe? In recent years the
number of people on our mailing list
has been running close to 400. Since
families are often involved, this means
we have approximately 700 WELS
men, women and children living in
Europe at the present time. With the
bases and the companies located in
many different areas, these families
and individuals are scattered through-

out 17 different countries. We distrib-
ute around 80 Sunday-school lessons
at our services and through our mail-
ing program.

Supplying Their Needs

“While the physical needs of espe-
cially the military personnel is taken
care of by the American shopping cen-
ters, hospitals and housing areas, the
spiritual needs, as we know them, are
satisfied only through the same Word
of God we receive at home and the
sacraments as they are administered
in accordance with God’s Word in our
home congregations. For years, be-
cause we were notin a position to send
pastors overseas we supplied our peo-
ple away from home with printed ser-
mons, devotional booklets, and The
Northwestern Lutheran. During the
Vietnam war we sent civilian chap-
lains overseas on an annual basis to
serve our people. In 1973 our Synod
took a major step in supplying the spir-
itual needs of our people in Europe by
sending a pastor and his wife to live
and work in Europe. In 1977 a second
civilian chaplain and his wife arrived
in Europe to assist in serving our
members with the Means of Grace.

How the Lord Blesses His Work

“The overseas chaplains provide reg-
ular church services for our people in
various areas. The majority of these
services are conducted in Germany
since most of our military installations
are located in this country. However,
as time permits, communion services
are also conducted in such countries as
England, Italy, Greece, Spain, Iceland,
Holland, and in the surrounded city of
West Berlin.

“Because our members are so widely
scattered, instruction classes are usu-
ally conducted in the home on a one-to-
one basis. At one point, one of our chap-
lains had 10 children and adults in
nine different classes in places such as
Frankfurt, Wiesbaden, Mannheim,
Kaiserslautern, Pirmasens, and Hahn
Air Force Base. Over the years well
over 20 children and adults have been
received into the Lutheran church
through the rite of confirmation. At
the time of this report a total of 10
children and one adult are enrolled in
instruction classes.

(Continued on page 218)
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NWC Graduates 50

Northwestern College is a liberal
arts college. Such secular subjects as
Shakespeare, Milton, modern poetry,
mathematics, classical Latin and clas-
sical Greek, modern German, secular
history, psychology, and science are a
large part of its curriculum. Secular
liberal arts colleges offer similar
courses. The graduates of both North-
western College and other liberal arts
colleges receive a liberal arts education
that is basically similar.

But the outcome is different. At no
secular college would student gradua-
tion speakers (if they had such) inter-
pret the liberal arts education they had
received as the two student speakers
did at the Northwestern College gra-
duation exercises on May 21. Brian
Dose, a 1980 graduate, identified the
humanistic wolf lurking in education.
Mark Cordes, the other class speaker,
showed how Northwestern College pro-
vides students with spiritual and moral
purpose and direction. Both young
men recognized and expressed the char-
acter of Northwestern’s liberal arts
training. They demonstrated that it is
captive to Christ, and beholden to
eternity.

This year 50 young men completed
the pre-seminary training at North-
western. Again, all except a few will be
enrolling at Wisconsin Lutheran Sem-
inary in the fall. At the graduation
exercises Pastor Marvin Otterstatter,
the father of one of the graduates,
spoke the invocation. The college pres-
ident delivered the graduation address.

The degree of bachelor of arts was
conferred on the following graduates:

THE CLASS OF 1980

Daniel Balge Mequon, WI
Michael Bartsch Manitowoc, WI
Thomas Bauer Bismarck, ND
Dean Biebert Newburg, WI
Timothy Biebert Newburg, WI

Fort Atkinson, WI
Sleepy Eye, MN

Bruce Bitter
Norman Burger

Arthur Callies Watertown, WI
Jeffrey Carter Spokane, WA
John Carter Lemont, IL
Mark Cordes Bend, OR
Gregory Dorn Hartford, WI
Brian Dose Wabasha, MN
Robert Duehlmeyer Crete, IL
Mark Eckert Greenfield, WI
Michael Enderle Kenosha, WI
William Favorite Eagle River, WI
Ellery Groth Newport, MN
Thomas Hartwig Monroe, Ml
Michael Hatzung Durand, MI

Mark Krause Two Rivers, WI

Fred Krieger

Stevensville, Ml

Christopher Kruschel Menomonee Falls, WI

Timothy Lindloff Neillsville, WI
Allen Lonnquist Onalaska, WI
Kurt Lueneburg S. Milwaukee, WI
John Maasch Vassar, Ml
Paul Marggraf Guatemala City,
Guatemala
Bruce McKenney Marinette, WI
Mark Mueller Owosso, MI
Kenneth Nelson Bismarck, ND
Steven Olson Franksville, WI
Greg Otterstatter Milwaukee, WI
Thomas Pankow Appleton, WI
Dennis Rawerts Bloomington, MN
Kevin Salzwedel Phoenix, AZ

Stephen Sauer
Stephen Schlicht

Kewaunee, WI
Belle Plaine, MN

Lloyd Schlomer Mobridge, SD
Reuben Schmitz Jr. Watertown, WI
Thomas Schneider Scottsdale, AZ
Paul Schroeder Helena, MT
Glenn Seefeldt Milwaukee, WI
Robert Smith Qakfield, WI
Scott Spaulding Mequon, WI
Joel Suckow Pueblo, CO
Jonathan Voss Green Bay, WI
Mark Voss Brookfield, WI
Richard Warnecke Hokah, MN
Mark Wilde Escanaba, MI

WELS Ministry
(Continued)

“In connection with one of our bap-
tisms a mother remarked to the chap-
lain: ‘Thanks for being here when we
needed you.” To date, over 80 children
and adults have been received into
Christ’s kingdom of grace in holy
baptism.

“We also want to make the blessings
of holy communion available to our
people as often as possible. Therefore
nearly every service we conduct is a
communion service Kach year well
over 1000 guests receive the blessings
of the Lord’s Supper through the ser-
vices of your chaplains in Europe.

“A young man on board one of our
navy ships, who had received holy
communion, expressed his apprecia-
tion in this way: ‘Pastor, you will never
know how much this meant to me.’
This is typical.
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“Our Easter retreats in Europe con-
tinue to be well received. Our people
welcome the opportunity to worship
together and to enjoy each other’s
Christian fellowship.

“Our members in Europe are grate-
ful that the Synod has established the
Civilian Chaplaincy Program. They
demonstrate this also by their gifts of
love for the Lord’s work. In 1979 these
exceeded $8,000.

“We seek your prayers, your interest,
and your support of these overseas
ministries. We are sure of the Lord’s
continued blessings upon his work in
Europe and throughout the world.”

The Special Ministries Board joins
our chaplains in asking you to re-
member this ministry in your prayers.
We also put in a special word for the
chaplains’ wives. Our ministry in Eu-
rope consists of teams — two chap-
lains and their wives. The wife assists
in planning and organizing the chap-
lain’s schedules and by being a friend

to many lonely WELS members far
away from home. Thank God for these
teams and the ministry they provide
in our behalf! Please support their
work 1n every way! If you appreciate
what they are doing in Europe, why
not tell them so by writing to them.

Should you be visiting Europe, con-
sider joining your fellow Christians at
one of the services. Write to one of the
chaplains in advance, or call them by
phone, for specific directions as to time
and place of our worship services.

CHAPLAIN E. C. RENZ
HOME ADDRESS
6501 Gau-Bischofsheim
Bahnhofstrasse 92
West Germany
Telephone: 06135-3249
MAILING ADDRESS
398-12-3568
USMCA-MZ
Box 322
APO NY 09185
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Conclusion: Common Characteristics

In the previous articles of this series,
seven of the more than 200 religious
cults active in the United States have
been discussed in an attempt to an-
swer the question, “What are they?”
Those seven were not chosen because
they are the largest in number of
adherents or because they are consid-
ered the most dangerous to the youth
of our church, but because they repre-
sent the various types to be found in
the entire group of active cults in our
country. In this concluding article T
shall attempt to summarize the char-
acteristics common to all or to most of
them. Those characteristics may be
divided into four categories: recruit-
ment and indoctrination practices, fi-
nancial support systems, attitude
toward the person and work of Jesus
Christ, and the total commitment to a
person and his teaching.

Chaplain Schlel conducts services in
West Berlin, Nuernberg, Ludwigsburg,
and Munich. Chaplain Renz conducts
services at Frankfurt, Mannheim, Kai-
serslautern, Hahn, Spangdalem,
Mainz-Finthen, and Bitburg. Services
are also conducted intermittently in
London, England; Vicenza and Na-
ples, Italy; Athens, Greece; and Rota,
Spain. Visitors are always welcome!

A. Woldt, Executive Secretary
Special Ministries Board

CHAPLAIN C. A. SCHLEI
HOME ADDRESS
8524 Neunkirchen a. Br.
Goldwitzerstrasse 31
West Germany
Telephone: 09134-5716
MAILING ADDRESS
398 16 7549
Gen. Del
APO NY 09066
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Recruitment Efforts

The recruitment efforts of nearly all
of the cults are focused on young
adults between the ages of 18 and 24.
Still, the chronological age is of less
importance to the cult recruiter than a
number of other characteristics fre-
quently common among those of this
age group. Many young people in this
age group have left the comfort and
security of home and family for a va-
riety of reasons. Some attend college
on campuses far from home. Some
have left home and family in a spirit of
rebellion. Some are fleeing from what
they see as the restraints of home or
church. Some are disenchanted with
what they consider the hypocrisy of
home, church, or state, in which people
donot practice what they preach. Some
are attempting to escape responsibil-
ity by means of drugs. Some are sim-
ply determined to be independent, to
make their own decisions. But no mat-
ter what their reason for leaving the
comfort and security of home and fam-
ily, many of those who have left suffer
from loneliness. To the lonely, the cult
recruiter’s offer of love and friendship
is very appealing. The sense of belong-
ing is appealing to young men or
young women who miss the sense of
family. Most of the cults therefore use
family terms such as parents, chil-
dren, brothers and sisters, in an effort
to foster the feeling of family within
the cult. On the other hand, to those
disenchanted with home and church
or with the escape once sought in
drugs, the cult recruiter offers simple
answers to life’s questions and idealis-
tic goals.

Indoctrination Methods
The indoctrination of recruits fol-
lows a wide variety of patterns. How-
ever, there are certain characteristics
in common. Separation from any in-
fluence outside the cult is considered

extremely important. During the pe-
riod of indoctrination, the recruit is
required to separate himself from all
previous connections with the world
and to live with other cult members in
a “camp,” “temple,” “dormitory,” or
some other type of commune where no
other teaching but that of the cult
leaderis permitted. In nearly all cases,
a set of teachings is used to provide the
recruit with the personal teachings of
the cult leader. In some of the cults
these teachings are the cult leader’s
interpretation of the Bible or parts of
the Bible. In other cults, the personal
writings of the cult leader are the only
source of doctrine. Memorization of
key doctrines is usually accomplished
by constant repetition. Included are
long hours of prayer and meditation.
Because each of the cult leaders claims
that his teaching or interpretation is
the result of direct revelation from
God, questioning that interpretation is
not permitted and absolute obedience
is required. As a result, strict regimen-
tation and discipline are common cult
characteristics.

Finances

The financial support systems used ,
by most of the cults have a number of
similarities. Committed cult members
are frequently sent out to raise funds
by selling for a “donation” the litera-
ture of the cult in the form of small
pamphlets, books, or magazines. In
some cults other types of merchandise
are sold for donations. In many cults
the real purpose of the donations is
hidden behind claims that the funds
collected will be used for social im-
provements of various types. Many
cults demand that the personal assets
of the members be turned over to the
cult. In some, the cult members are
employed in various ways, and the
wages earned are then turned over to
the cult. In a few cults the new recruits
are required to pay a fee to learn the
teachings of the cult, with the promise
that the knowledge they receive will be
worth far more than what they are
asked to pay.

In nearly all of the cults the money
raised in these various ways has
brought the cult leader an abundance
of material wealth, usually obvious in
the cult leader’s luxurious lifestyle. In
fact, the affluence of the cult leaders is

(Continued on next page)
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Cults
(Continued)

in sharp contrast to the impoverished
lifestyle of the recruits and ordinary
members of the cult. That affluence,
however, is held before the rank and
file as a promise of things to come for
all of them.

Denial of Fundamental Doctrines

A direct denial of fundamental doc-
trines clearly set forth in the Holy
Scriptures is a characteristic of all the
cults. Among the doctrines denied by
many of the cults are the doctrine of
Seripture, the doctrine of the Trinity,
the doctrines of sin and grace, and the
doctrines dealing with the last things,
heaven, hell, resurrection, judgment,
and everlasting life. No doctrinal de-
nial, however, is more common among
the cults than the denial of the person
and work of Jesus Christ. The leader of
the cult known as The Way, Victor
Paul Wierwille, has expressed the com-
mon teaching of the cults concerning
the person of Jesus Christ in the title of
his book, “Jesus Christ is NOT God.”
In some of the cults, the name of Jesus
is seldom used and he is generally
ignored. In others, his name is used
frequently and he is addressed in
prayer. But even in these cults his
Godhead is denied or twisted so that
he is considered something less than
true God, less than the only-begotten
Son of God, less than the second per-
son of the Triune God.

When it comes to the work of Christ,
his redemption of all mankind through
his suffering and death on the cross,
the various cults teach a variety of
false teachings. All of them teach that
man is reconciled to God in some way
other than through faith in Christ and
his redemption. Most consider the glo-
rious victory of Christ on the cross as
nothing more than an example of the
tragedy of human injustice. Some even
twist the victory of Christ into a fail-
ure, pointing to his death as proof of
failure to carry out his purpose on
earth. The resurrection of Christ is
generallyignored or explained as some-
thing other than our visible assurance
of Christ’s victory over sin, death, and
hell, as well as our assurance of our
own resurrection to life eternal through
faith in him.
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There are many aspects of these
new-age religious cults which we as
Christians must view as tragicindeed,
but none is more tragic than the denial
of the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Such a denial tears the very heart out
of the sweet message of the gospel for it
rejects the love and grace of God in
sending his Son into this world and
leaves man totally responsible before
God for his own sins. That can only
lead to eternal damnation, for there is
no salvation in any other than in
Jesus Christ alone.

Commitment

A final characteristic common to
cults, one which we should note before
we close this series, is the total com-
mitment to the cult and its leader
which each of the cults demands and
works hard to achieve. Certainly there
is nothing wrong with commitment in
and of itself. We, too, are committed
—committed to Jesus Christ and to the
gospel promise of justification by faith
in him alone. The cult member, how-
ever, is not committed to Christ but to
the cult and its leaders.

As part of this commitment, the
cults demand sacrifices of many kinds,
not as fruits of faith but as works that
earn or merit God’s approval. Like-
wise, they demand the investment of
time, talents, treasures on the part of
their members, again not in loving re-
sponse to God who firstloved them but
in commitment to a man and his per-
sonal teachings. The result is not that
of spreading the saving gospel among
lost and condemned creatures but that
of building up the cult organization
and enriching its leadership. De-
manded also is a renunciation of all
former ties with family, friends, and
organized churches. Unity within the
cult is achieved by means of strict reg-
imentation and discipline according to
the directions of the one absolute
leader.

Cults promise their members many
blessings. Among them are material
wealth, peace of mind, political power,
honor and respect among men, longer
life here on earth, eternal salvation
and, in some cases, even godhead. All
of these blessings are to be earned or
merited by the strength of their com-
mitment and the deeds which they
accomplish.

By contrast, the blessings of the
gospel of Jesus Christ are totally un-
merited. As the one head of the Holy
Christian Church, the Lord also asks
us who have been purchased and won
by him from the power of the devil to
renounce the devil and all his works
and ways. But the Lord gives us the
power to do so, for he has sent his Holy
Spirit to enlighten us with his gifts,
sanctify and keep us in the one true
faith. Through his gospel we receive
great blessings, not however because
of deeds which we have done but
because of what Christ has done for
us. By grace, through faith in Christ,
we receive the blessings of the forgive-
ness of sins, spiritual life, and eternal
salvation. These blessings are greater
by far than any a cult can deliver.

Total commitment to the cult and its
leader is essential if a cult is to exist
and prosper. Therefore the demand for
sacrifice, investment, renunciation, u-
nity, and the wide variety of promises.
Now, we would certainly rejoice to note
a growing commitment to Christ and
his gospel also among us. However, we
would deceive ourselves if we thought
that we could build such commitment
by using the same tactics used by the
cults. Commitment to Christ and his
gospel is created by the Holy Spirit
through the means of grace alone.
There simply is no other way.

May we, then, use the means of
grace to strengthen our commitment!
And recognizing the tragic results in
store for those committed to a cult and
its leader, may we heed the warning of
our Lord! He says in Matthew 7:15
“Watch out for false prophets. They
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”

Prof. Roger Fleming
Wisconsin Lutheran College

WONEWOC SCHOOL CENTENNIAL

St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran School, Wonewoc, Wis-
consin, will observe its centennial on August 19,
1980. Former members, graduates and teachers
are cordially invited. Worship services are
planned for 8:00 and 10:15a.m. and 7.30 p.m. A
pot-luck luncheon will be served atnoon and an
evening luncheon at 5:00. Throughout the day
there will be an open house at the school. with
displays and activities. Guest speaker for the
morning services will be Pastor Karl Gurgel, and
Pastor W. E. Schulz for the evening service.
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Salem Lutheran Church

Reflecting on Blessings at
Salem, Edmonds, Washington

Members of Salem Congregation,
Edmonds, Washington, observed the
10th anniversary of the dedication of
their chapel and school on October 14,
1979.

The history of Salem Congregation
goes back to 1951 when it was organ-
ized in Mountlake Terrace, a suburb of
Seattle. When the congregation relo-
cated in Edmonds in 1969, it imme-
diately expanded its educational facil-
ities to a two-room school.

The anniversary service recalled
that the Lord had blessed the members
of Salem with the ability and willing-
ness to erect their facilities almost
entirely with volunteer labor. Only
those involved in the building pro-
gram can fully appreciate the labor
involved. The encouragement God
gave Solomon, when he said, “Be
Strong and Do It!” permeated the entire
building program. This was called to
mind in the anniversary service as an
encouragement for the future. Pastor
of the congregation is R. N. Baur.

Salem Church Organist Honored

In connection with their anniver-
sary service last October, the members
of Salem Congregation, Edmonds,
Washington, honored Mrs. Lillian
Hart for her 35 vears as church organ-
ist in the Seattle area. The greater por-
tion of those vears were spent serving
Salem Congregation.

To mark the occasion. some of her
favorite hvmns were interspersed with
theregular congregational singing and
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Mrs. L. Hart
a special message was addressed to
her by Pastor R. N. Baur. This was the
congregation’s way of saying thank
vou to Mrs. Hart and, above all, of
thanking the Lord for her faithful ser-
vices over SO many years.

Groundbreaking at King of Kings
After the morning worship service
on March 9, 1980, members of King of
Kings, Garden Grove, California, gath-
ered for a groundbreaking service. The
congregation’s present church/fellow-
ship hall was built in 1964, but ever
since 1965 has been used for day-
school purposes, thus leaving the con-
gregation without adequate room for
social gatherings. In 1976 a building
committee began studying the feasi-
bility of adding another building to the
physical plant for fellowship purposes.
Since building costs and inflation ruled
out a gymnasium complex, the con-
gregation settled for a 2,380-square
foot building that will include a small
storage room and a small kitchen.

Groundbreaking

When loan money became scarce at
the close of 1979 and interest rates
zoomed, the congregation turned to its

members. Their loans, together with
the content of the building fund, en-
abled work to proceed at once. With the
building committee serving as general
contractor, the building has become a
reality. Finishing and furnishing the
new structure will depend upon con-
tinued support of the building fund. It
is projected that the final cost will be
well under the architect’s estimate of
$85,000. Pictured, turning the first
spade, is Pastor M. C. Nitz and mem-
bers of the building committee.

In the fall, King of Kings will cele-
brate the 20th anniversary of the ser-
vice that marked its birth in 1960.

'MINNESOTA
~ Reporter Del Begalk

A First For Shepherd of the Lakes,
Fairmont, Minnesota

On Sunday, May 11, 1980, Shepherd
of the lLakes Evangelical Lutheran
Church, a young mission congrega-
tion in Fairmont, Minnesota, had its
first 8th grade confirmation. Having
been instructed in the truths of God’s
saving Word as presented in Luther’s
Small Catechism, Brent Helgeson, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ken Helgeson of Jack-
son, was confirmed.

Pastor Robert Wilke used the words
of Revelation 2:10 as his sermon text,
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life,” reminding
Brent that as a free gift of his grace,
God rewards faithfulness with ever-
lasting life.

The members of our Synod will
want to join this young mission in the
prayer that this may be the beginning
of a countless number of confirmands
in the future at Shepherd of the Lakes -
as mission work in Fairmont con-
tinues,
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“God’s Kind of Man for Our World”
was the theme selected by Prof. John
Jeske of Wisconsin Lutheran Semi-
nary for the festival sermon on the
occasion of the 25th anniversary in the
ministry of his brother-in-law, Pastor
Glenn H. Unke. Taking Isaiah 6: 1-8 as
his text, Professor Jeske pointed out
that God’s kind of man is a man who
hears the Word of God and does the
Work of God. The service was held at
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Manito-
woc, on May 25. Pastor Unke’s son
Timothy, a vicarinstructor at Fox Val-
ley Lutheran High School, conducted
the service. Special music was pro-
vided by the Immanuel choir under the
direction of Mr. Howard Wilsmann. A
reception and program in the school
gymnasium followed. Pastor Martin
Janke served as toastmaster. Pastor
and Mrs. Unke’s 25th wedding anni-
versary was also noted.

Pastor Glenn H. Unke was born in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the son of Her-
bert and Emma Unke. His home
church was St. Peter’s of Milwaukee,
where he was baptized and confirmed.
Pastor Unke attended Concordia Lu-
theran High School in Milwaukee, and
for two years studied at Concordia Col-
lege. His last two years of college were
spent at Northwestern in Watertown,
from which he graduated in 1951. He
graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary in 1956. His vicar year was
spent at St. Matthew, Winona, Minne-
sota.

Pastor Unke was married to Miriam
Pieper on July 3, 1955. They have five
children: Timothy, James and Cyn-
thia (both students at Dr. Martin Lu-
ther College), Julie (a student at Mani-
towoe Lutheran High School), and
Thomas, astudent at Immanuel Grade
School.

During his 25-year ministry Pastor
Unke has served the following con-
gregations: Trinity, Wabeno, Wiscon-
sin (1955-58); Faith, Oshkosh (1958-
67); Immanuel, Oshkosh, as part of a
dual parish with Faith (1963-67); and
Immanuel, Manitowoe, 1967 to the
present. He has served the church at
large as a member of the Northern
Wisconsin District Mission Board
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(1964-76); member of the board of con-
trol, including four years as chairman
of the board of Manitowoc Lutheran
High School (1973-79), and is, at pres-
ent, chairman of the Northern Wis-
consin District Special Ministries’
Board and member of the Wisconsin
Lutheran College Board of Control.

Teacher’s Widow Dies at 96

“With long life will I satisfy him,
and show him my salvation.” These
words from Psalm 91:16 well describe
the earthly and spiritual blessings
which the Lord gave to Mrs. Johanna
Pape, who was called to her eternal
home on April 10, 1980, at the age of 96
years.

Mrs. Pape was born on December
23, 1883, in Victoria, Australia, the
daughter of Theodore and Louise
Heine, and was baptized two days
later. After her family immigrated to
the United States, she was confirmed
in Illinois. On November 6, 1935, she
married Mr. Arthur Pape, who taught
at St. Paul Lutheran School in Mt.
Calvary for four years and at First
German Lutheran School in Manito-
woc for 47 years before his death in
1966.

Mrs. Pape is survived by her step-
children: Mr. Gerhard Pape; Miss
Clara Pape of Manitowoc, with whom
she resided; Miss Esther Pape; Mrs.
Margaret Grube; Mrs. Victor Weyland;
Mrs. Edwin Breiling; Mrs. Robert
Rude; Mrs. Walter Otterstatter: and
Mrs. Eugene Kitzerow.

Funeral services were conducted on
April 22,1980, at First German Luther-
an Church by her pastor, the Rev.
Arno Wolfgramm, who used the pas-
sage quoted above as the basis for his
sermon,

50 Years of Faithful Service

On Sunday, May 18, 1980, the con-
gregation of St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church, Winona, Minnesota, observed
the 50th anniversary of the ordination
of Rev. A. L. Mennicke. Guest speaker
at the morning services was President
Carl Mischke, who spoke on “God’s
Grace in the Life and Ministry of Pas-
tor Mennicke.” His message was
based on Ephesians 3:8. At the 800

St. Matthew's president R. Ross presents
Pastor and Mrs. Mennicke with plaque of
crucifixion.

A.M. service the junior choir, directed
by Mrs. Bruce Volkmann, sang
“HKverywhere I go.” The senior choir, di-
rected by James Rupprecht, sang
“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns
Above” at the 10:30 service. The Rev.
Marcus Birkholz, assistant pastor at
St. Matthew’s, was the liturgist.

At noon a congregational dinner
was served with 320 in attendance. In
the afternoon an open house was held
which began with a devotional ser-
vice. Rev. David Fischer, Lewiston,
Minnesota, a former vicar under Pas-
tor Mennicke, preached on “50 Years
of Faithful Service.” The children of
St. Matthew’s School, directed by
Steve Thiesfeldt, sang “Jesus Shep-
herd of the Sheep.”

Pastor Arnold L. Mennicke attend-
ed Augustana Luther College, Rock Is-
land, Illinois; Concordia Seminary,
Springfield, Illinois; and Wisconsin Lu-
theran Seminary. He taught school in
[llinois and Wisconsin a short period,
then entered the ministry by colloquy,
and was ordained and installed at the
tri-parish of Doylstown, Fountain Prai-
rie, and Fall River, Wisconsin, May 18,
1930. He came to Winona on May 1,
1938, and has served St. Matthew’s for
the past 42 years. During his ministry
at St. Matthew’s a daughter congrega-
tion, Goodview Trinity Lutheran
Church, was started in 1949. In 1950
the first of 27 vicars began serving
with Pastor Mennicke. In 1955 St. Mat-
thew’s School was built, and in 1964
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary So-
ciety was organized at St. Matthew's.

In 1946 Pastor Mennicke was elect-
ed to the Home Mission Board of the
Western Wisconsin District. Since
1951 Pastor Mennicke has served on
the Executive Committee for Central
Africa and is presently the chairman:

Rev. Marcus Birkholz
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Comments
(Continued)

members. Other large congregations
are in Dushanbe in the Tadzhik Repub-
lic, which borders on Afghanistan, and
in Tomak in the Kirgiz Republic, border-
ing on China.

These churches are reportedly carry-
ing on their activities with aminimum of
government interference. The LWF is
planning to send them German Bibles,
hymnbooks, and perhaps catechisms.
Theological books and literature for the
further education of lay preachers have
been arriving for some time. It is encour-
aging to hear that Lutheranism is flour-
ishing in these distant areas even under
communism.

Mining
(Continued)

they are. So their religious acts are
done with some fanfare (vv. 2,5,16).
Jesus’ great truth is that the citizen of
the Kingdom of Heaven has a differ-
ent aim, to please God, whom he calls
our “Father” (vv. 4,6,15,18, hi-lite “Fa-
ther” in all places). Note that it was in
this connection that he gave us the
Lord’s Prayer, to teach us how we are
to pray (v. 9, hi-lite “how”). Note espe-
cially his comment on verse 12a in
verses 14,15. Bear in mind that fasting
is nowhere commanded in Scripture
and that the care of the poor has to a
large extent been taken over by the
government.

INSTALLATIONS

(Authorized by the District Presidents)
Pastors:

Fritz, Dayton A., as pastor of Christ the King, La Habra,
California, on June 8, 1980, by R. Kugler (AZ-CA).

Pincheff, Edward D., as pastorof Paradise Valley, Phoe-
nix, Arizona. on May 18, 1980, by A. H. Reaume
(AZ-CA).

Schmugge, Jon D., as pastor of Hope, Fremont. Cali-
fornia, on March 16, 1980, by R. Hochmuth
(AZ-CA).

ADDRESSES

(Submitted through the District Presidents)
Pastors:

Beckman, David J.
5895 Grelot Rd.
Mobile, AL 36609
Phone: 205/342-4048

Fritz, Dayton A.

149 West Road
La Habra. CA 90631

Pinchoff, Edward D.
4901 E. Tierra Buena Lane
Phoenix. AZ 85032

Schmugge, Jon D.
34380 Thornhill Dr
Fremont. CA 945386
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NEW WELS CHURCHES

Names Requested

In recent months the Wisconsin Synod began work in the
states and cities listed below. Please send all names of
members who moved into the general area of these cities, as
well as names of people who may be interested in a Wiscon-
sin Synod mission, to:

WELS MEMBERSHIP CONSERVATION
3512 W. North Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53208

Names as well as pertinent information regarding mem-
bers referred will be forwarded to the nearest pastor and/or
mission board chairman.

ARIZOMES S s Dy ot ety Deer Valley

California . Rancho Cucamonga®

Flaridar it Brooksville®
Keystone Heights
Leesburg
Lehigh Acres®
Melbourne’
Zephyrhills

Georgias i s e a e Augusta
Warner/Robbins/Perry*

L) e e s Wheeling®

Indiana .......... . Muncie*

Kansas .... . Topeka

Louisiana .. . Baton Rouge*

Michigan . Mt Pleasant
Perry

Montana ... . Helena*

Nebraska .. . Fremont

New York ...... . Rochester®

North Carolina . Asheville®

(0] 5] (e) Ghiel s rr ot . Englewood

(0} = e [ et e s o e Gresham®
Medford*®

South Carolina Greenville

South Dakota . Hot Springs

Fexas Ve s R Killeen/Ft. Hood"
Midland/Odessa
Tyler*

Nermonticosdun i Barre”

Wisconsing Soirintede ol Cottage Grove®
Genesee Depot
Port Washington
Rice Lake

Woming i i ki - Casper®

Alberta . Calgary®

Ontario Toronto®

*Denotes exploratory services.

EXPLORATORY

CENTRAL VERMONT

WELS exploratory services are now being
held every other Sunday at 2:00 p.m. at Spauld-
ing High School in Barre, Vermont. Forinforma-
tion call Dr. Thomas Stuwe, 802/479-0408, Mr.
Donald Laitenan, 802/479-0709, or Pastor Erich
Waldek, 518/371-9257. Please send names to
Pastor Erich W. Waldek, 1591 Crescent Road,
Clifton Park, New York 12065.

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA

WELS exploratory services are presently be-
ing held in the greater Toronto area at the home
of Pastor R. W. Hefti, 4340 Creditview Road,
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada L5M 2B5. Ser-
vices for the group, which has taken the name
Divine Peace, are held Sundays at 9:30a.m., with
Bible class and Sunday school following at
10:45 a.m. Please send the names of interested
parties to Pastor Hefti at the above address or
call him direct by dialing 416/826-0968.

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA

WELS exploratory services are now being held in
Calgary, Alberta. Services are held at the Whitehorn
Community Hall, 228 Whitehorn Rd. NE in Calgary.
The time of service is 7:00 p.m. Please send names
to Pastor R. M. Beyer, 55 Stanley Drive, St. Albert,
Alberta, CANADA T8N 0J6.

RANCHO CUCAMONGA,
CALIFORNIA

WELS exploratory services are being held in
the clubhouse of the Alta Vista Mobile Home
Community, 10350 Baseline (between Archibald
and Haven), at 9:00a.m. Sundays. Send referrals

to Pastor James Humann, 250 E. Grove, Pom-
ona, California 91767; phone: 714/593-3416.
Neighboring communities include Ontario, Up-
land, Fontana and Rialto.

MELBOURNE, FLORIDA

WELS exploratory services are being held on
Sunday evenings at 7:00 in Melbourne, Florida,
at the Seventh Day Adventist Church, 210 W.
New Haven Ave. Please send names of persons
living in the area of Melbourne, Palm Bay, Satel-
lite Beach, Indian Harbor Beach, Indialantic and
Melbourne Beach to: Pastor Douglas C. Hartley,
560 S. Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, Florida
32952, or call: 305/453-1000.

BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA

WELS Exploratory services are being held
every Sunday at the American Legion Past 99 at
208 E. Ft Dade Avenue (opposite the U.S. Post
Office) in the center of Brooksville. The time of
service is 8:00 a.m. For information or to submit
names please contact Pastor Glenn Wenzel,
Star Route 2 Box 491-150, Beverly Hills, Florida
32665; phone: 904/489-3027 or 904/796-1036.

TIME AND PLACE

COCHRANE, WISCONSIN — BUFFALO CITY,
WISCONSIN

Beginning on June 8, 1980, and continuing
until August 31, 1980, Christ Church, Cochrane,
will hold its services at 9:30 a.m. Services at Dr.
Martin Luther Church, Buffalo City, are held at
8:00 a.m.

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

Shepherd of the Hills congregation has moved
their temporary place of worship from Mann's
Heritage Chapel to Cedar Bluff Middle School
on Cedar Bluff Rd. in West Knox County. Shep-
herd of the Hills serves the Knoxville/Oak Ridge
area and East Tennessee in general. For more
information, please contact Pastor Scott J.
Stone, 8631 Peppertree Ln., Knoxville, Tennes-
see, 37923; ph. 615/693-7494.

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

Hope Ev. Lutheran of Louisville, Kentucky, is
now worshiping in the JEFFERSON COUNTY
FARM BUREAU INSURANCE BUILDING, Pop-
lar Level Road at the Watterson Expressway (I-
264). Sunday school and Bible class begin at
9:15 a.m.; worship service begins at 10:30 a.m.
For directions or information please contact:
Pastor Edward Meier, 4003 Fern Valley Rd.,
Louisville, Kentucky 40218; phone:
502/968-9735.

TOPEKA, KANSAS

Beautiful Savior Ev. Lutheran Church is worship-
ing at the YWCA located at 225 W. 12th Street in
Topeka, Kansas. Our regular schedule is 9:30 a.m.
for Sunday school and Bible class and 10:30 a.m.
for worship. For more information write or call
Pastor Curtiss Seefeldt, 2412 W. 29th Terrace, To-
peka, Kansas 66611; phone 913/267-4802.

NAMES WANTED

LAKEWOOD, WISCONSIN

Please forward the names and addresses of
WELS and ELS people living or vacationing in
the Lakewood, Wisconsin, area to Pastor Paul R.
Johnston, Box 168, Wabeno, Wisconsin 54566.
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PREBUDGET SUBSCRIPTION PERFORMANCE

Five months ended May 31, 1980

b il -

Subscription 5/12 of Annual Subscription -2 2

Amount Subscription | and Pension 3¢

for 1980 Offerings 5 §

3

3

Arizona-California « « e v v 00 v $ 642,765 $ 267,819 § 255,012 95.2
Dakota-Montana . « v v v v v v v v n 296,950 123,729 105,607 85.3
MICH A e e e et 1,602,097 667,541 566,978 84.9
Minnesota... va s i ek g 1,717,765 715,735 656,284 91.7
INeDrasKa il e s ite s eneial o 363,830 151,596 133,672 88.2
Northern Wisconsin « « v v v v v v v v s 1,797,860 749,108 684,832 91.4
Pacific Northwest. . . . ..o vu 167,520 69,800 61,847 88.6
Southeastern Wisconsin . .. ..... 2,166,313 902,631 808,592 89.6
Western Wisconsin. « « « v o v v v v o 2,049,987 854,161 718,134 84.1
South Atlantic. .. ¢ cvvvisavviv.n 164,456 68,523 63,443 92.6
Total e RO B s e R s $10,969,543 $4,570,643 $4,054,401 88.7
otal el 9795 S e L el $ 9,456,311 $3,940,130 $3,719,589 94.4

CURRENT BUDGETARY FUND
Statement of Income and Expenditures

Twelve months ended May 31, 1980 with comparative figures for 1979
Twelve months ended May 31
Increase or (Decrease)

1980 1979 Amount Per Cent
Income:
Prebudget Subscription Offerings $10,051,957 § 9,122,541 $ 929,416 10.2
Pension Plan Contributions . ...... 72,621 76,473 (3,852) (5.0)
Gifts and Memorials « « v v v v o v v v 309,220 234,156 75,064 320
Bequestshais Gy FA (I S 322,248 150,014 172,234 —_
Earnings from Fox Trust . ........ 78,084 66,553 11,531 17.3
Otherlncome i e e el e 779 17,857 (17,078) (95.6)
Transfers from Other Funds . . ..... 52,351 112,097 (59,746) (53.3)
Tolalintomer i wown i $10,887,260 $ 9,779,691 $1,107 569 11.3
Expenditures:
Worker-Training . « v e oo v v e veens $ 4,128,034  $3,554,626 $ 573408 16.1
Home MISsions? i, e tiat i otn 2,218,677 1,999,744 218,933 109
World Missions . . . ... Sa el e 1,910,026 1,900,952 9,074 B
Benevolences n s L e 1,135,216 1,084,817 50,399 46
Administration and Services . . ..... 1,199,277 959,209 240,068 250
Total Operations . v « o o v v s v v us $10,591,230  $9,499,348 $1,091,882 115
CEF — Interest Subsidy. . « « v o v o 796,014 717,444 18,570 24
Appropriations — Bldg. Funds. . . ... 637,675 190,000 447 675 —
Total Expenditures . ......... $12,024919 $10,466,792 $1,658,127 14.9
Operating Gain/(LOSS) « - « v v v v v e e $(1,137,659) § (687,101)

Norris Koopmann, Treasurer & Controller
Norbert M. Manthe, Assistant Controller

3512 W. North Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53208

Note: Future cutoff dates of PBS receipts in the Synod's Post Office Lock Box are as follows;
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For the Month of Cutoff Date
July July 31
August August 29
September September 30
October October 31

CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES

NORTHERN WISCONSIN

DISTRICT CONVENTION

Date: August 4-6, 1980.

Place: Winnebago Lutheran Academy — Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin.

Opening Communion Service: Monday, August 4, 10:00
a.m. at Faith Lutheran Church, 400 E. Johnson St.
{Hwy. 23), Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Preachgr: Rev. Clarence Koepsell, Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin.

Essayist: Rev. Carl Mischke, Synod President.

Essay: "WELS — 1980".

D. Worgull, Secretary

FALL PASTORS’ INSTITUTE

God willing, the 1980 Pastors' Institute at Wis-
consin Lutheran Seminary will be held on five
Monday afternoons beginning September 29.
The time isfrom 1:30t0 4:30 p.m. The place is the
multipurpose room in the lower level of the
Seminary library. The topics will be:

The Use of the Old Testament in the New:

Prof. Paul Nitz.
The Significance of the Reformation for Our
Ministry Today: President Armin Schuetze.

The registration fee is $7.50. Registrations are
to be sent to President Armin W. Schuetze,
11831 N. Seminary Dr. 65W, Mequon, W1 53092.

Pastor Paul A. Manthey, Secretary
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
Board of Control

NOTICE

The next regular plenary session of the Board
of Trustees is scheduled for
July 21, 22, 1980
Business to be acted on is to be submitted to
the Executive Secretary of the Board, with cop-
ies to be furnished the Chairman of the Board,
no later than ten days prior to the meeting date.
Richard K. Pankow, Secretary
Board of Trustees

NEEDED

The East Fork Lutheran High School, East
Fork, Arizona, is in need of a dormitory supervi-
sor for their girls' dormitory. Women who are
interested are asked to apply to: Principal, East ,
Fork Lutheran High School, Box 128, Each Fork,
Arizona 85943

AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS

DESIGN IN NATURE - PROBABLE
OR IMPROBABLE (FS—378—DNP)
1980 T & Cassette 24 minutes color

This filmstrip attacks the theory of evolution
by demonstrating the improbability of chance
evolutionary progress. Several examples are
used to show that the intricate designs found in
nature indicate the existence of a Creator, not
chance evolution. Although the arguments used
are excellent, the filmstrip expects certain scien-
tific knowledge that some viewers may not have.
Not recommended for grade-school groups un-
less there is some advance preparation. Order
from Audio-Visual Aids, 3624 W. North Ave,,
Milwaukee, WI 53208.
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