 VETERANS! ORGANIZAT TONS EXAMINED IN THE LIGHT OF SCRIPTURE

Theeretically, all veterans arganizations are purely oivio greups in whioh ..
all American veterans in good standing are eligible fer membership. T hey pro-
pose to perpetuate the ties of comradeship and friendship formed during wars,
to provide & congenial atmosphere for the exchange of experiences in thewar, to
arrange pleasant entertainment for the members, to stimulate love and lpyalty
toward the fatherland and a patriotic support of our government, and to alleviabe
the distress of needy veterans and their familiegs

The Bible does not offer specifio advice®t to Christians ooncerning membership
in olvie erganizations, and therefore the Church also wisely refrains from doing
80, Hence membership in a veterans organlization 18 in itself an adiaphoron,

Just as 1s membership in the local fire brigade, the Town Club, the Isaac Walton
League, the Femooratic Party and countless other purely ‘civic organizations.

fne Important fact should, however, be borne in mind by every Christian in
regard to his membership in such a civie group. The Lori is extremely concerned
ebout our oitizenship in His spiritual kingdom. He has made us a peculiar psople
through the Gospel of salvation in Christ, f@ur viewpoints, our ideals, our oriws
tlcal approach to matters of this 1ife have been so radically changed by the Gosw
pel that we are misfits in every civio groupa ' :

We differ basiocally with unbelievers and with members of sectarian ochurches,
on the essentials of patriotism, of world peace, on what constitutes wholesome,
unobjectionable emusement, and on countless other matters. We cannot rub elbows
with the ungodly and the errorists in the close assoclation of a oivie organiza-
tion for eny length of time without being confronted with the dilemma of either
confessing or denying our Christian principles,

A Christian will take that into consideration ®ofore joining any civiec group,
He will ask himself whether he is willing and prepared to meet such situstions
without flinching, and whether he is ready to bear the results of his testimony,
ready to be looked upon as a kill-joy, & narrowminded fellow, and a general nui-
sances "If ye were of the world", the Savior says, “the world would love his ownj
but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therem
fore the world hateth you," John 15, 19,

It 1s quite true of course that a Christian may frequently be eonfronted
with this task of testifying egeinst sin and unbelief in the ordinary walks . of
lifes But this is not purely a matter of his cholce, God frequently creates our
énviromment for us and leads us into the calling and occupation in which we are
to provide a living for ourselves and our family», If under such conditions the
Christien is compelled to testify concerning the hope that is within him, he has
the assurance that the Lord will guide and support him. When we Join a oivic
group, however, we are voluntarily doing something whereby we mey bo sourting
trouble. (Paul's words, 1 Cor. 5,18f, often quoted against what has been said,
actually support 1t}) '

Yhat has been statod up to this point, has reference also to veberans organi-
zations whioh are strictly of a oivie nature, As a matter of fact, however, there
are few, If any, veterans groups of this type. Everyone of the larger veterans
organizations has introduced. religious forms, rites, and coremonies, and this makes.
1t quite another matter, one of grave concern to the Church. We find among the.
officers of these organizations a chaplain who funotions as a minister of religion
and 1s in chargo of all religious ceremonies of the body. Furthermore, these
orgenizations have provided a menual of ceremonies, commonly called a ritual, which
prescribes how thg‘vﬁriOug'religious.funotiqns are to be carried out asd whioh:

o ueually contains' the prayers for the osromonios snd ¥tas,
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We shall have occasion to refer to these features in greater detail later ona
For the present, however. we aim to present certein fundamental principles which
should guide us, both as American citirens and as members of the Church, in cor.
rectly appraising the religious element in thesc organizatlons,

As American oitizens we have this to say. Our veterans fought as citizexs of
the United States, not as members of any religious body. Differing widély din
their religlious beliefs, they were one in their loyalty to our government and in -
the faithful performance of their civie duties. Our veterans organizations were
established for the benefit of all veterans who are citizens of this country. The
comradeship which they wish to cultivate and the interests which they desire to
protect lie altogether in the field of citizenship, and not in that of religion,
Therefore wo may rightly expect thet they restrict themsolves exolusively to mat-
ters which all citizens have in common. Every member should have the assurance
that he will suffer no embarrassment because of his race, his color, or his creeds

Hence we as American citizons ralntain that 1t is inconsistent on the part of
veterans! organizations to introduce religious beliefs and ceremonies into a civio
body such as theirss, Our Constitutiom and the Bill of Rights guarantee full freew
dom of conscience to every citizem and foroid all religious tests and any disorimi=-
nation on the grounds of & man’s feith or of his unbelief, Even the athelst enjoys
&ll rights of citizenshiy and is elijgible for publis office,

Thus we have the right to expest that the adhorents of overy faith mey parti-
oipate in all functions of a votorens! organization without relinquishing eny tenet
or principle of their Church, “rendoring unto Caosar the things whish are Cacsar's,
and unto God the things that aro Godls,” The heppiness of the individual and the
welfare of our country demand that the separation of church and state be Jjealously
guarded and faithfully maintained.

Wo sec o definite threatto our American institubions for whioch our veterans
fought, suffored, and dbled, in the ever increasing introduction of the element
of religion into our civie affairs. Against this threat we raise our voice, dedi-
cating ourselves anew to the American principle of the complete ssparatiom of
Church and State,

But what are our Lutheran veterans to do about this? God's Word has something
important to say about a Christian's membership in an organizetion which has reliw
glous tenets, ce remonies, and prastices. St, John writes, "Boeloved, believe not
every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of Gods Every
spirit that confesseth that Josus Christ iscome in the flesh is of God; and svery
epirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ ls come into the flesh is not of God,"
1 John 4, 1~3,

It is God's solemm admonition, therefore, that we try the spirits which oone
fess roligious beliefs befors we entor into sloser assoclation with thems “The
veterans organization most assuredly have religious tenets, Hence it behooves us
to make certdain whether they are one with us in faith, that their religion is our
religion, and that their God is our God, before we saek membership there, If
tholr confession of faith differs from ours, then there remains but one course
for us to follow. The Bible clearly says, "Kow I beseech you, - brethren, merk them
which cause divisions and offenses contrayy tothe doctrine which ye have learneds
and avoid theme" Roms 15,17,
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Now, then, whaet is this religion of the leading veterans organizations?
The answer to that question is really very simples Since they aim to enroll eas
membors all Americen vetorans of evary race and creed and insist on providing for
this motley group a religious atmosphere agrosable to all, their religion cannot
be the religion of the Christian Chural, They cannot confess that Jesus 18 the
Son of God oome into tho fissh to save man from sin and demnation, amd therefore
they are spirits that are not of God, o

It becomes very apparent that this assumption 1s well founded when we study
the rituals of these veterans organizations, Sinco prayers are quite a reliable
gaw go of & man's religion, we shall first investigate the prayers found in the
rituals, Every Christian knows theworda of the Savior; "Whatsoever ye shall ask
in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Soms" John 14,
13, It is inconceivable that a Christisn would pray other¥ise than in the name
of Jesus, because he knows that we have access to our heavenly Father only through
our dear Savior, 6a the other hand, we have still to find a single prayer in the
ritual of any veterans organization which eddresses God in the name of Jesus
Christ, the Savior of men,

Yo bring as examples the introdustion and close of several prayers, From
the Ritual of the Veterans of Foreign Warsy © Sovereizn Ruler of the Universe, Who
art the Lord of Hosts and God of peace; without Thee our offorts are in vainee..
These and all other necessary blessings we ask of Thee, 0 Thou mighty Ruler of
the Universe, Amen, - Almighty Commander, the hour has come when we must separate
and return to the duties of life.....May Thy good Providence shield us from all
harm end bring us together again in true Comradeship and Pence, Amen, = From the
Manual of the American Legion: Almighty God, Father of all mankind and Judge over
notions, we pray theee.,.We remomber lovingly before Thee our departed comrades,
May their splendid exemple guide us, now and forevermora., Amen, w Eternal <God,
Supreme Commander of us all ... Inspire us by their oxeample so to 1ive that we
may die worthy of their secrifice. Amen,”

We see, then, that all those prayers ere Christless prayers, and we have
gvery reason to believe that the Savior's neme is purposely omitted. When men
pray thus, they are not praying to our Gods No true Christisn oen pray with them,
Incldentally, the ritual of the Veterans of Foreign Wars will reguire that eaeh
member joins audibly in the Amen of 8Very prayer,

Wo sey the ritual will require this, for the reason that the ritual of the
American Veterans of World War II has not as yet been published. We have roceived
the followlng communication from their headquarters in reference %o prayerss "The
rituale of some of the other veterans organizations provide stersotyped prayers
for use in post meetings, funerals and other ceremonial ocoasionss In prepering
our own ritual, it was my thought that os our members are of many faiths, it would
be best to permit the Chaplain to pray in words of his own choosing, We have,
therefore, inoluded no zet proyers in the ritual ..o Pur ritual provides, however,
thot all meetings be opened and closed with & prayer by the Chaplain,"

The solution proposed here by the National Commander of this orgapization will
hardly give us cause to believe that the Chaplain will pray prayers in the name of
Chriat, since these arc to bo for Ymembors of many faiths", But even if this were
to occur, our Lutheron votsrans would still be placed into a situstion in whioh
they would be compz)led to practice prayer fellowship with members of other faiths,
end this the Bible forbids us to dos '
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In the case of the Americen Legion we have statemonts by men whose word we
have no reason to doubt that Lhis orgenizotion issued a4 new ruling some years ago,
Acoording to this ruling the prayern st be omiited at any meeting of local Pos#bs
if o member protests against their vsoe Wo do not, however, find a statement to
this effect in the latest ¢opics of the Legion's By-Laws or in its Manual of Corew
monies, Unforturately the national heedquarters of the American Legion have not
soen it as yet to answer our letter in which we referred also to this concessiong

Until the Legion officially abolishos the Chaplain®s office and its ritua],
our Lutheran*veterans will do well to remember that their affiliation with the
Legion silently condones the official stand of this organization according to which
the introduction of religion is a proper policys The times may come when a Lutheran
Legionaire may find himself in tho unpleasant pofition of being urged by his
consclence to protest against religiousceremonies of dome sort at some meeting of
the Legion, while at the same time he will be tempted to violate his religious.
oonvictions by remaining silent,

We hove discursed some of the important and fundemental pfinciplos involved
in the evaivation of veterans organization, First we sought to leara how a Christ-
ian would view the desirebility of becoming & member in them if they wore strictly
¢ivio organizations, offering nothing thet might be objectionable to the veteran

as & citizen of the United States,

Next, having found that all mejor veterans organizations are not genuine civio
organizations, since they have introduced the element of religion, westudied them
anew in the light of this fact., We attempted to find out, what, if any, obHections
of a hasic nature we might have, first as American citizens, and secondly as Christ=
ians, to membership in so-called civis organizations of this sort,

Wo aro ready now to round out our examination by bringing these findings to
bear upon each of the three major votercns bhodies individually, Let us begin by
taking up the case of the Voterans of Foreign Wars, Their ritual roveals the
grave faot that they are actuelly nothing less than a secret fraternity, a’ lodge
for Americon veterans, Our request to headquarters for a copy of theilr ritual
went unheeded, but we had a copy &t our disposal nevertholoss. 1In it we found
&n elaborate coremony of initiation. The recruit is required to take a solemn
oath before agp eltar on which are placed an opex Bible and an American flag. In
swearing the oath, he placos the left hand upon the flag, and raiscs his right
hend, saying: “In the presenece of Almigkty God and the members of this Order here
anssembled I ,,,, (nameg do, of my own free will and aooord, solemnly promise and
de01arose.ay

As in the lodge, the veteran obligates himself to keep certain promises before
knowing what he is to promise therein., Ho pledges himself, among other things, to
comply with the Ritunl, never to moke known tho work of this Order to an outsider,
ond to consider this pledge binding even-after his affiliation with the orgoniza-
tion has ceased, B

To swoar an oath merely in order to beoome a member of a oivie organization
18 frivolous and blasphemous, It profamnes, or mokes unworthy, the holy name of God,
No sinecere Christian will pledge himself to something by an oath unless he is firme
ly convinced that hoe can do so in the fear of Gode Cf this he oan be convinced only
1f he knows beforehand the matter to which he is to pledge himself, The Bible dogs
not leave us in doubt as +o the seriousness of swearing an oathe "Thou shalt fear
tho Lord thy God and sorve Him and shalt swear by His namely Deut, 6,13, "Yeo shall
not swoor by My name falsely, neither shalt Bhou profane the name of thy God," Leve
19,12. Tho Savior Himself adds this wolghty admonition: "Let your communication
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be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay, For whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.," Hore
Jesus clearly indicates, ns the context shows, that oaths are neither necessary
nor permissible in the ordinary course of our association with our fellowmen., There
we are not to go beyond the use of the simple~affirmative or negative statement

of facte And precisely that, and nothing more, dare be required of men when they
are to be accepted as members in a civie organization.

But to pledge one's self by an oath to support the Ritual would be sinful also
because of the un-scriptural matter it contanins, Wo have already referred to the
prayers, which stuidiously avoid any mention of our Saviore But the Ritual contains
other material which is utterly contrary to the olear teachings of God's Word,
Surely the Bible would condemn us if we were to give assent to these words, to be
spoken by & chaplain in the funeral address: "Our Comrads is in the hends of our
Heovenly Father, and 'God giveth His beloved sleep’ %, % indeed, every "Comrade" is
in ths hands of Gods but many of them are not "His beloved", and these He will conw
demn to eternal perditionm, '

Noither would & true Christian join the Veterans of Foreigh Wars in their de-
nial of the fundemental teachings of Jesus and His holy apostles that all have
8inned and come short of the glory of God, and that we are saved by grace without
the deeds of the law, Yet he would so deny these vital doctrines of Christianity,
if he were to support the closing words of this funeral address: "Let each one be

80 loyal to every virtue, so true to oevery friendship, so faithful in the remaining

marches, that he will be ready to fall out and take his place in the Great Review
heresafter; not in doubt, but with faith that the merciful Captain of our salvation
will call him to that freternity which on earth and in hoaven remains unbrokens"

Cap the damnable principle of work-righteousness be more crossly expressed
than in these words? And what a falso hope 1s this which is expressed in the
statement about a fraternity which “on earth and in heaven remains unbroken"! The
Word of God does not even promise us that all members of those "fraternities" which
we generally call Christien congrogetions will also be together in Paradise; how
much less can this be said of the membership of a vélerans organization?

Other condemning material could be produced from the Ritual of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. What has been stated should suffice, however, to convince any
Christian within our Synod that a Lutheran veteran could not join this organization
without becoming disloyal to his Savior and unfaithful to the Word of Salvations

Now for a few remarks about the American Veterans of World War IT, Although
we have not as yet received the ritunl of this organization, the information re=-
ceived from the &jutant Genernl that such a ritual will be lssued ond that "all
mestings will be opened and closed with proyer by a Chaplain" compels us to take
the some stand as above over against this body. It has been amply shown from
Scripture that & Christian cannot beccme a member of a .body in which he must practe
ico spiritual fellowhip with men of other faiths or to be "unequally yoked together
with unbelievers", 2 Cors,6,14,

) And finally, what about the American Legion? ~The Legion is a producf of
World War I, The question as to whether a Lutheran veteran might rightly be a
membor of this organization has been an issue in-our Synod ever since the Legion

_ wos foundods Many of the Lutheran veterass of the first World War have held and

still hold membership in this body. Because bhe concession to omit prayers at

Post meetings upon protest is generally believed to have been granted by the Legion,
the opinion appears to prevail in our Synod that membership in tho Legion involves
no denial of the truth and does not constitute unionistic. practices
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We do not question for a moment the utter sincerity of those who take this
stand. Much less would we presime to sit in Judgment over the validity of their
conviotion, Yet we feel consirained %o reliterate our misgivings in regard to mem~
bership even in this orgunization for vetorans,

First, we repeat that Legion headquarters have, upon our inquiry, reither
affirmed nor denied that the concession referred to constitutos an official action
on the part of the national body, Although an affirmation on their part would,
from their point of view, obviously tend to incremse Lutheran membership in thelr
organization, they have not answered the letter we addressed to them two months agos

Secondly, we have no official assurance that a protest against religious cerew
monies and prayers, if it were to be voiced at a state or national convention, - ..
would be likewisoe respected by the assembled Legionaires. If a Lutheran veteran
ettending sueh a convention ag a delegate were confronted with sinful uninnistie
practice of this kind, would he not be under terrific inner pressurs to abskain
from testifying against it and thus becoming a traitor to his Savior's cause? After
all, a Lutheren Legionaire has reason to fear that such an ocoasion may arise at
any time, simply because the Legion continues to retain as an inherent feature of
1te organizativn the office of the Choplain as well as its Manual of Ceremonies,
or Ritunl, One might well ask whethor every member of the organization doee not
thereby beocome responsible for these objectionable features,

Finully, we believe that our introductory remarks about membership in o eivie
organization should also make us hositant about secking membership in the Legion,
As Christians, we are bound up in loving, intimate fellowhip with Christ crucified,
who is "unto the Jews a stumblingblock, unto the Groeks foolishness; but unto them
whieh are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and %he wisdom
of Godo" 1 Cors 1, 23.24, . o ,

/Tt stiolld bo oloar to followers of Christ bofore enteritig into closer fellow-
With Targer civiec groups such as the veterans organizZotions that they will be

at oddy nst ohly id their innermost heart and béing but also by the %estimony of
their - menctified lips with the great majority of members in these organizations,

We.arg undor o obligation whatever 6 boooms membSrs thoroi, Tho quostioh, ‘therow
fore, which every Lutheran veteren should prayerfully sesk 6 answer is whether ho

shall of his own volition emtor into agsociation with a body 'in ‘which, @8 he kuows,
. entirely hostile even to God, ' Ard these not fhe'bédple'ébﬁéérnin@‘ﬁhom“the'a§6§tlé”
says to all children of God, "Come out from among them, and be yo Beparate, saith

the Lord, ‘and *to)
Father unto y

majority profossos’ o faith eontrary b0 the Gospel of Josus Christ or is

eh nétithq:unélbénxthiﬁgf’ﬁQQ"I”willffd@@iyq;ydu; agd will Be s "

and yo 'shall be My sons and daughters, saith tho Lord Almighty," *

2 Cor. 6,
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