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THE DVSLOPENT OF RINITY, HEMASHA

The Linst neconded Luthenan wonship senvice in the Twin ‘ities was cone
ducted on Octoben &, (1857 by FPaston Mantin Stephan.  Faston Stephan was the

Missouni Synod paston in Oshhosh who come up o minislen to the Gemman lutheren

ﬁcmu’/&l@,a who had setitled in ;

"«H

e Neenah-Menasha area, There wene 1ifty people
in attendance at this {ifwﬁé’ senvice.!  The List of members in 1557 includes #
names of thirty-three men, From the list the following wene elected as officenss
Koo Henny Wothe, Friednich | veschern, i, F, &zumy Charles Gerhanclt, Henny
Wielfong, and Henny /f.erz/e On the veny nex: ay conporation papers were filed
in Winnebago (ounty (ownthowse in Oshbosh, Thus Ininity, the German Fvangelical
Lutheran Trinity (ongregation, was born,”

The congregation held its firnst congregational meeting on Novemben 29, 1857.
At 2his meeting he voters ashed Paston Sitephan 2o conduct worship senvicea for
them once eveny {ive w@@fwaé This must have been the most they could anrange
to be served, Howevenr, Juot becanse these people did not have a nesident paston
they wene not inactive, On Februany 6 of the next yean the members voied 4o
build a chunch éufa’mg fon thein congregation, 57 en days later one of the mem-
bers, Andrew Nuashichen, wna engaged Zo build the chunch, The congregaition had
groun. Lo sevenly-nine souls by this time, This small group raised $357,857 by
Februany 18 fon thein chunch buwilding, which at the time was almost enough o
cover the coat of the éuil.r/in;{:;g(”c

Property proved 2o be no problem, A piece of land on the ialond was donated
byJames Deane Noty, one time ggvé%wz of "ioconsin, The dand which now belonged
2o the congregation was a woded anea in +he northwest connen 6f the intensection
of Naymuit and Nicolet.” Necolet Poulevand divides Neenah and Menasha, The

chunch would be dpcated in Nenasha, but nioht across the atneet would he Neenah.

This was an ideql central location,
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Honk on the church was stonted alreardy on Apnid 1, and continued through

L : a
the swmmen, By Septemben 6 the {foundation was complete,”  Meanuhile, avmetime
in {858 Paston Stephan moved #o Fordt Wlayne, Indiana, where he became assistant
paaton, 7

Pastor G, Fachtmann, the traveling missionany of the Wisconain Synod, seems
to be the next paston fo have seaved this anea, In a leiten dated Septembern 1,
1858 he neponted o President Muehlhaeusen on his dourneys, which included the
lwin (ities,
Yeatenday, on Monday, I then preached in the little city of Neenah,
situated on the othen arm of the Fowniven, had lutherans, fethodista,
Jankees, in chunch and baptized six childnen, You see, whenever you
Zake hold of the net, thene ane aluways mone #o be found, In Menasha
and Neenah, on an iolond between the Hwo cities, about Lifty-one
Luthenan congregation members ane building a lutheran chunch, . at the
head ig a Dny Bauen, from your home parts, formerly a lawyer in
Genmany, hene a notany public, a been brewen, and one Genandi, the
datten attended in Milwahee at Lochnen's and has #he oreateast
interest and church consciousness, The pastonate has been offened
to me, if we had a baoiher in oun Synod to provide with a field of
work, here it would be rneady for him, Fon #he chunch the {onmen
governon of Wisconain, M, Daddy (Doty), ounen of the isdand between
. Menasha and Neenah, with its acreage of nine einhties, has donated
three lots, in addition anothen for a parsonage.
Fachtmann must have netunned 4o Meansha on occasion durning his journeys,
£ 4
Thene ig a recond of his having preached thene again on Decembon 15, 1858, a
As mentioned above, the foun'ation of the chunch building on the island
was comple:c’ec/ 6£; Septemben of 1858, This is as far as the wonk proanessed.,
Diffenences of opinion esesr concerning #his site arose, apd the work waa stopped.
At meeting Februany of M50 Zhe members decided to abandon #hia location and

choose a new site on the mindand in Menasha, No real neason can be found whiy

the choice of the island propenty was now rejected, A lot was purnchased on
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(hute Sineet (ot 39, block 7/'2} and wonk was begun again. - Thig #ime the
contributions of the seventy-two souls Fotalled £672,73,

On Apnid 9, 1859, (onl I, Maldt arrived in ff’i,&crcw/eee Lrom Sirasaburg,
Alsace, Germany, President Muehlhaensen of the Wisconain Synod sent him nonith
do hedp Pastor Fachtmonn, the tnaveling missionany. Fachtmann was ait Ford du
Lac at #his time. Having located Fochtmann, Waldt was instructed to travel
2o Neench-Menasha, an area Fachtmann had visited and {elt needed a paston.

His instructions wene "Go there, preach the Goapel, and gather a congregaition. w3

Arriving in Menasha by boat, the message quickly spread that a Luthenan
paston was Ao conduct a worship senvice on Fasten Sunday. He remained in Mena=
sha and preached sevenal mone Sundays with increased attendance, At a congre-
gational meeting, he membens decirded #o call Paston Haldt #o be thein paston,
Buz befone he could accept he had 2o be ondained, He was ordained on Moy /8,
1859 ot Fond du Lac, The next day he retunned to Menasha with his wife and
child and took up nesidence thene, FPaston Factmann ait Fond du Lac was the nean-
est neighboring paston, being Lifty miles away. At thie time this vas the
nonthennmost outpost of the /ﬁyrwafﬂ}

Becawse of his isodated location and the heavy workloads of the othen pos-
dons in the confenence, no othen paston was present ait aldt's installation at
fenasha,' He inatalled himsed! "by neading a letten fnom the Northwestern
(onference, in which, by the way, Synod's true confessionalism was developing.
The letten addnessed o the congreqation, endorsed this procedune of self-
installation, "’

hile at Menasha, Paston faldt senved the sunmvunding area with the qus-
ped message, His work stnetched out o Yoodville, Appleton, Medina, {Adauton,
Winchestern, and Van @%neo 6 7“/Lul_g; the pastons of that day had #o adaot themselves

do the situation and spread themaclves as #hin as posaibde, The people wene
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widedy scotiened, and thene just wene not enough pastons #o senve Zhem all.

But the people wene apprecialive for the Wond wheneven a paston could anna

fo preach,
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Paston Yaldt remained in Menasha until 1862,

A shortage of work ot this

time caused gome of the people fo move away, and #he orowth of the congnregation

stopped, In Januany of (852 (one sounce states 1%60"7 ) M ld accepted a call

to Ovhbosh and moved #hene,

. . /
a month o hold senvices until Tune 24, 1564, &

He otild continued o travel up #o Menasha once

Again the Menasha conoreqation

)
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alonal senvices.

The size of the conoreqation was also reduced arvund this time when a

sizeable group broke off to {onm a congriegation in Neenah. There veems o have
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been disagneement between the qroup from Neenah and the one from Menasha ever
adnce the choice of the Linat site for the chunch was mate. Paston laldt also
wenved this onoup in Neench fnom Oshkosh. Finally on December 26, 1865 the
Neenah group officially onganized as Tninity Lutheran Chunch of Weenah, MWith

/9

2his break-of{ the Menasha congregaition was neduced to thinty-five membenas,

During #his Fime the building A@f_ the finat chunch was alowly progressing.
Ao previowsly mentioned §572,23 was eollected at the beginning, Total collec-
tions Linally amounted #o £1,137,02, In 1863 the chunch building was {finished
ot doot, [t was a wwoden &M&Jm measuning fwenty-{our by fﬁm‘gxafom feeot
with o height of eighteen ;f’ee;fogﬁ The building of #his churnch took place dun-
ing the yeans of the Civil Ythn and showed eonsidenable sacnifice on the pant
of the membena.

lhe chunch was dedicated on Quly 12, 1863, The communion set for the new
chunch waa given o the congregation by Paston Muehlhacusen., Pastons present
fon the dedication senvice wene Woldt {rom Oshkosh, ﬁoe;ﬁmm Lrom Leaver Dam,
Weagnen from Winchesten, and Reim {nom Green Bayog‘/ These pastons seemed o
have filled the vaconcy ot flenasha for the next few g.ea/wog'? Then from 176
to 1570 the Menasha oroup was served by a Paston oehler, For the next Hws -
yeans, (870 o (571, a Paston Siegmund senved, The only infowmation from these
years is that in a confirmation senvice on October 27, 1567, a new ongan was
dedicated by Paston Woehlen, Also that by May 1871 the congregation had groun

25

to numben forty-foun, eleven of which wene chanter membens,””

From (87{ untid 1890 the Menasha congregation was senved by the pastorn of
{ninity, Neenah, As mentioned before this aroup had broken off {nom Trinity,
Menasha in the eandy I860%s, Crganized in 1965, they were also senved by Haldt

from Oshkosh,  Soon alten #his they also decided o build a house of worship,

lwo dots wene bought on the cornen of Washinoton and alnut.,  Supenvision of
2 : / j
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the building was given o A, Newasbichen and 9. f;;e?/zfzafzdx‘,,,% Both of these.men
had been original members of the Menasha congreqaition in /5”3‘7 and i, Nuwss-
bichern had alse been the builden c:vff the chunch in Menasha,

There is some confusion oven the exact date of the split between the groups,
The sepanation could have taken place as late as fanch of / 86, The names of
Av Nussbicher, I, Gerhandt, €. Flwers, A, Shiddle, #, Hoechen (Hoepen), A.
Schedlin, H, Brehn (Bruhn) all appean on the membenship List for Tninity, Mena-
sha fon January of 1864, On the membenship List for Manch of (864 they are
mioding. 25 Pt they do all appean on the minutes of the organization meeting
for Tninity of Neengh.

The dedication of the Lirnat chunch building forn Trinity, Neenah was on the
founteenth Sunday aften Tninity in (867, A amall two-noom parsonage was added

to the nean and Paston Waldt from Oshkosh was called, He thus became the finst

nesident paston. In (870 he was persuaded by Synod officials #o accept the call

Ao Racine, He was followed by Paston . fagedonn. Paston Hagedorn came from

; - Hanoven, Germany and had been a student of the Hermannsbungen Fission=I M:&wafeogé

This brings the Neenah congregation up o (571 when it was stated that the Neenah

pﬁﬂi@f‘%ﬁ began also to senve Menasha, \
Paston Hagedonn was senving the Neepah and Menasha congreqations when the

Menasha group joined the Toint Synod of Yisconsin and othen Sia’es on January {,

/(972027 The Neenah connnegation had already been accepted by the Synod at the

. . 28 .
Synod (onvention in 1866.°7 Howeven, unden Hagedonn the Neenah congreqation

adopted he constitution of the iaconsin Sunod as the basis for membership on
Novembern 30, 1573, 7"-4,5,5‘ was alten they had taken a delinite siand against
the 10([994, and those belonging #o lodges had left the congreqation to found
the present day Immanuel ,'fj/zu/cc’za‘?q

. ; Iy . N 4
- In 1875 Paston Hagedonn was forced to netine hecause of illness. Aften
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sevenal calls, Otio Hoyen, o onraduate, anrived in the aummen of 1875,

He
remained untild 1879 when he accepted a call #o St. Taul, Minnesota, (hile
i%g(@/a waa seaving the congreqation, the Ladies ! Aid Society of 7}z,£nj,f:gy Menasha
was organized on fay 12, 18576, =

Hoyen was followed by Gustav Denningen who senved the Neenah-Menasha anea
from Apnid 25, 1879 untid May 22, 1857, At that time he accepted a call #o
Brillion, 3 0%4".@, the 1850's there was a oreat wave of Genman immigrants,

Denningen "was instrumental in gathering in a large numben of the Gemman. immi-

2
grants who came duning the inllux of Gemmans during the eighties, "™

lhe last paston #o senve the Neenah and Menasha congregations Jointly was
Paston Tnaugott Geniske, fle annived in the Twin (ities in 1557, and senved in
Neench until 1897 when he /2@449}?.@&33 Howeven, by 1890 the Menasha congrega-
Lion had groun to include {ifty-seven voting members and twenty women, [his
group now felt the need of a full-time resident paston who could also begin a
(hriotian Day school,

In Judy -of:that yearn Pastor (and Aepplen accepted the call. He was in-
stolled on Septemben 7 by Paston Gensike, His Lirnsd senmon was preached on Sep-
temben 2{, #he delay due to the death of hias olddest son in the diphtheria epi-
c[enuicc,j‘!# In preparation {on thein oun nesident paston and the school he was o
begin, the congregution had to purchase a parsonage, Farly in the summen they
agreed Ho buy the propenty of H, Bredendich fon $1000. This was chanoed when
a mone aubitable piece of propenty was found, This was purchased From W, P,
Hewitt for $3000 in Tuly,”’

Pagiton Aepplen hardly had time to setile in belone he opened the schood,
On Octoben M, 1890 classes wene beoun in the pauonag.é with the puaton as the

teachen, The oniginal ennoliment of 29 children auickly grew to fonty-two by
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Decemben, A few weeks after the opening of the Aay /_3«:1’200,[; the Sunday achool
was also atapted, On Octoben 26 Sunday schood opened with Lilty-eioht child-
nen.  The Sunday achool quickly qrew fo have ninedy Cf)i]r/fcena'r"/{

The whole congreqation was QrOWing and theiy anon Lound thein onini nad
chunch building oo omald.  On Janwany &, 1893, the membens decided to build
@ new staucture, Lond was purchased on the nonth aide of Chute sineet acnvss
the atneet from the old church, On fanch 9 the contract for. the new building
was det out fo a M. Auguot Brangen, The needed amunt of 86000 had alneady

been naiqged eithen in cash on in subscniptions. The connenstone was Laid on

June %, 1893, the Finst Sunday aften Tninity. The new brick stnuctune wos

Linished and dedicated on Octoben 1, (893, T The Pinal cost of #hie building

G o ° ” ;7 -~ - v"y‘lZK L
was $5,970 without the Ifufznwfg/mgm'?‘ (ot 8

¥
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Some problems seem Lo have surfaced in the next years, hut the exact nature

of these problems is not evident. A Menasha Daily Recond anticle from flay 27,
1916 gave a briel aummony of the histony. "Then came a few yeans of osiress and
stnain in which the outlook of the chunch was not veny hopeduld but becanse of
the apinitual nesenve of the chunch it held out anainsit the waves of handship. n37
In 1997 Paston Aeppler nesigned and Pastorn Tohn Holms was called, e
arnived on Aprid 30, 1898, fnom fidbesan which had been his Lirst pastonate.
In the (916 newspaper anticle Paaton Heélms was descnited as "a native honrn
Amenican but undenstands the Genman Fempenament and the German. preferences and
he was instrumental in qathening. togethen the Llounishing congreqation now in
existence, #H0
Paston Hedns was the eleventh paston who senved Tninity, Fenasha, And he
would be the flinst one who stayed fon anu length of time. Paston “epplen "4

atay of eight yeans had been the Jongest, while most of the men remained ondy

for o few yearns, Yow with the tunn of the centuny this would change.




w(?.m

Paston Hedms also inhenited the duties of teaching in the schood,  The
reconda of, the chunches histony include gome necollections by a lady who attend-
ed the (hniation fay achood and was confinmed in 1905, "She tells how achool
was in session oll Joy letting out about 3: 3. I was a one nvom achool in the
Parsonage and was taught by the Paston and when he was busy #he Paston ‘s wife
took oven, The students aat on benches at dong #ables, aimilen 4o a picnic
table, a Exactly when the Doy achool wes discontinued io not neconded in the
chunches /u'ﬁzﬁcvzgo p

NI ye

On October 6, 1907 ithe congregation celebrated its &4&@%”7 annivensaiiss
The sermon fon the Jubilee senvice was preached by the Rev, Phillip von Rohn,
president of the Wisconsin Synod, In an evening senvice the Rev. Otto Hagedonn
preached, He was the aon of the formen pasitor, the Rev. W Hag;ec{b/m.,Z/Q A
thig Zime the congregation consisted of eighty voting membens and fonty women
meméefw,l’!'j

On Pentecost Sunday in 1915 the finst “nglish senvice was conducted in an
evening senvice, Also duning this yean the membens wene invited #o wse the
English language ot voten's meetings in hope of encounaging. W&wai@nﬁg A
Menasha Daily Recond arnticle of 1916 states that the conoreqation now rumbered
(75 fomilies, Thene wene (28 votens and about 500 camnun.émn.z‘ﬁ.,élg

With the growing congreqation thene arose a need fon betten accomodations
fon the Sunday schoold and social activities, In 1917 a parish hall was built
on Broad stneet behind the church. In this same yean the parnsonage at 335 Lroad
atneet was dedicated, 4o

In 1923, after twveniy-five yeans of service at Tninity, Fastorn Hedms left
and waa succeederd by Paston o 0. Pohley, uning the dime that Faston Pohley
was genving at Tninity the votens decided to beqin using an envelope sustem fon

contnibutions, Fnvedopes had been wsed hack in 189G, but then only fon a spec-
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iad contribution, [n 1927 the votens decided to woe envelopes fon the nequlan

collections also, A note in the hiohliohts of the ehunch’s histony states that

. L7
in 1931 a congtitutional change qranied aulfrage to the women., / !

In 1935 Pasiton Pohley left and was followed in October of the yean by
Paston Pl Bengmann. A yean laten, at Relormation Senvice in 19 37, the con-

gregattion celebrated its eiohtieth anniversany, But duning that year it geems

Paaton /j’mgmwm had been veny [Szwu eonrecting some false practices to whi cfz

the congregation had fallen prey.  The annivelsany ardicle from the Northwestenn
Lutheran sums up the problemss

The pasit Relonmation festival marked the einhty yeans of con-
Q/zqu:éwncz/ exiotence for Ininity of fenasha with peculion spinitual
dignificance, Here was a chunch with a histony verny waywand, whose
meetings recond 40 mony indifferent decisions of an apathetic membenr-
ohip, wiith its wigonof eardy youth slowly duing out, and with veny
centain signs of etenility of old age setting in. Hene was o chunch
who.ge membenry faced these shocking nealities with a holy determination
%o repent and amend, [# was ondy a yean ago that we neceived wann-
4nga dn no uncertain ternms coupled with drastic actions Irom the
Canaanites within oun nanks, that, if we inaist upon Biblical prin-
ciples oven againsit the wide-sprearl dodoe-membenship in #his chunch,
our congreqation would be doomed. The church council togethen with
thein pasiton nemained Linm in vun [uthenan testimony. Peoulis?

Hlere is a chunch today whose attendance has mone than doubled,
who.ge mem(be/w/z/tp has incrensed in apite of avme losses, which really
proved o be oaine; whose commnion aftendance, wncompromised with
modenn idoldatny, has been beitten than any previows year; whose actual
coninibutions and intenest for the chunch has been on the gain even
aince, Hene in a conqreoation wich has been ne juvenated by the ne-
newing powers of God’s wonderful orace, 4 new lease 2! spinitual
Life has been granted them, The membens have been unified in a clogen
communion and the faith in the supneme powens of God’s lond has been

g : ‘ 4
vindicated right before #hein eyes. i
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In prepancition for the ennivensany, the whole chunch interion was reno-
vated, new Light {ixturnes were hung, and new conped was laid in the nove and
chancel, 49 Fommen Pastons Canl Aepplen, J. G. Fohdey and ohn Hedns pantici-
pated in the anniversany genviceas, 50

The congregation was beginning #o outorow its facilities acain, So already
in (940 plans were bequn for a new chunch, In the spring of that yean thnee
Aots were punchased on the north aide of Proad stneet, just east of Toyco.

Laten that sunmen the Lot was purnchased on the comnen of layco and Broad.  Tozal
coat of the property was §6400. 1o raise funds fon the building it was decided
that beginning Janvany 1, | 1942, all commumnion offerings wene #o be put into

the building fund, Finally in 1949 an arnchitect was hined, The firnst one, Hugo
(o Haewsen of Milwaukee, was diamissed aften failing #o qive detailed plans,
Finally Edgan Ao Stubennauch of Shehoyoan was engaged, Not until Moy 25, (952
was the bnound breaking, Dedication of the new chunch and achool was on Fuly
12, 1953,

Already in the mid-fonties the neopening of the (hnistian Day schoold was
discussed, The congregation hod begun a achood back in 1890, but it had been
discontinued, At the Januany (943 meeting the voterns decided fo make a sunvey
of the congregation’s members, By Quly they had decided 2o beqin a schood in
Septemben of (94, Due o needed renovations o the panish hall, classes did
not begin until Septemben of 1945, 52 The Linat #eachens wen Kenneih lonn,
Winifred Schallen, Lillion Quandt, ond (onrinne Lingdau, A year laten in (946
Meidahn Zahn accepted the call as principil, He wns succeded by Theodone
Loettchen in 1950, 53
The yeand (950 Lo 195/ _,D/wve‘r./ to te very atonmy fon 7/u'n_vz_'..z’ﬂu congregation.,

4

A diapute arose between #he congrecation and the Miaconsin Sunod,  In Apnil of

1951, Trinity congregation broke away from the lisconsin Synod and ivined the
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Missouri Synod.  Froty-cioht of Tninidy’s families consisting of about (00
communteant m»:«‘mr";e@ withdnew, Affzfe/z they loat in cournt proceedings this group
organized as Leithel Luthenan (hunch, Meamhile in My of 1951 FPaston Pengmann
accepted a call to (annodl, lowa and was neplaced by Paston falten £, Lichtsinn
on O(Ju/lg;c 29.,54

Ininity Lutheran (hurch of Menasta had a difficult and stormy higtony from
ity beginning in 1857 until its oplit from the Wisconsin Synod in 195/, Despite

all the problems, Ininity, now o Missouri Synod congreqaition otill exists Zoday.
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